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6. HISTORIC FUNCTIONS: 

DOMESTIC 
Single dwelling 
Secondary structure 

COMMERCEITRADE 
Department Store 
Warehouse 

RELIGION 
Religious facility 

FUNERARY 
Cemetery 

INDUSTRY 
Manufacturing facility 

UNKNOWN 

CURRENT FUNCTIONS: 

DOMESTIC 
Single dwelling 
Secondary structure 

COMMERCEITRADE 
Department Store 
Business 

GOVERNMENT 
Post Office 

FUNERARY 
Cemetery 
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7. DESCRIPTION 

Materials: 

FOUNDATION 
Stone 
Concrete 

WALLS 
BRICK 
WOOD: weatherboard 
STONE 
STUCCO 
SYNTHETICS 

ROOF 
METAL: tin 

OTHER 
WOOD 
BRICK 
STONE 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION: 

The Delaplane Historic District is located in the village of Delaplane in northern Fauquier 
County along the old Winchester-Dumfries Road (US Route 17), and is framed by gently rolling 
farmland. The village, originally known as Piedmont Station, grew up around the intersection of 
the road with the confluence of Crooked Run and Goose Creek, and the Manassas Gap Railroad, 
which opened in 1852. The Delaplane Historic District is very much intact and contains a fine 
collection of buildings that represent the town's development from the mid-19'~ century to 
modem times. The community has a historical highway marker: "Delaplane (Formerly Piedmont 
Station) B 21," and a Civil War Trails marker "Piedmont Station." 

At the heart of the Delaplane Historic District is the old Manassas Gap Railroad line (now the 
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Southern Railroad), which is still in use today. Shortly after the railroad was laid in 1852, two 
large, almost identical, brick buildings were built just south of the tracks (030-0002-0010), 
creating the community of Piedmont Station. A third building, that was exclusively a train 
station, sat just east of the buildings and has been demolished. These two large buildings, one a 
warehouse, the other a store, are rare examples of antebellum brick buildings associated with the 
railroad, and are two of a very few that survive in Virginia. 

Although Delaplane has no official limits, the boundaries of the district have been drawn to 
include historic resources that are clearly visible from Rokeby and Delaplane Grade roads. These 
represent the development of a mid-19th-century rural community in the Virginia Piedmont that 
grew up as a consequence of the arrival of the railroad. The district, which takes in 
approximately 19 acres, contains 27 contributing historic resources including six dwellings and 
their associated outbuildings, three commercial buildings, a cemetery, a mill, and a former 
church. More remote rural areas surrounding Delaplane are not included in the district 
boundaries. The six non-contributing resources are generally outbuildings. 

The earliest buildings in the Delaplane Historic District date to the village's creation with the 
construction of the railroad in 1852. In addition to the two brick warehouse/store buildings, the 
district includes a fine Late Greek Revival/Italianate-style brick dwelling also constructed around 
1852. Six additional properties including residences and commercial buildings date to the late 
1 9 ' ~  and early 20"' centuries. The remaining properties date to the 1920s through 1950s period. 
New construction has generally been limited to areas outside the center of the village that are not 
included in the boundaries. Although Delaplane saw a decline in activity when passenger railroad 
service was discontinued in the mid-20"' century, it still remains a focal point for the surrounding 
area. The post office, located in a former store, is still in operation, and a large antique store is 
located in the 1852 brick buildings along the railroad tracks. 

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS 

Delaplane is a small rural community that lies at the southern end of Crooked Run Valley in 
northwestern Fauquier County. Strategically located along the old Dumfries-Winchester Road, 
currently US Route 17, at the confluence of Goose Creek and Crooked Run, Delaplane developed 
after the arrival of the Manassas Gap Railroad in 1852. The community contains several 
buildings from the mid-191h century as well as late-191h- and ear1~-20'~-century dwellings and 
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commercial buildings. There has been very little modem construction and the district retains 
remarkable visual cohesiveness. 

The land on which Delaplane is located was once part of the 2,132-acre estate of Moore F. 
Carter, grandson of Landon Carter who received a grant for the land in 173 1. It was subdivided in 
1825 after Moore Carter's death and Hugh Rogers bought the portion under consideration. When 
the General Assembly chartered the "Masassa's Gap Railroad Company" in 1850, it had become 
necessary to purchase 57 acres of land from Rogers in this area. The railroad was completed this 
far in 1852 and a stop at the intersection of Crooked Run and the "Warrenton and Winchester 
Road" was chosen as the site for "Piedmont Station," a name the community kept until 1874 
when it was changed to Delaplane in honor of the postmaster. 

The Delaplane Historic District contains four commercial buildings, a cattle scale house, a mill, 
six dwellings, numerous outbuildings, a former church, and a cemetery. The two most prominent 
buildings in the community were constructed in 1852 and are two, similar, two-story, brick 
structures that were used as stores, stations, and warehouses (030-0002-001 0). Located at 3054 
Delaplane Grade Road directly adjacent to the railroad tracks, the two vernacular Greek Revival- 
style buildings are both two stories tall, multiple bays wide, and of brick construction laid in 5- 
course American bond (Photo 1). Attached to each other by a wooden deck, they feature 
interior-end brick chimneys, six-over-six-sash windows with wooden lintels, and gable roofs of 
standing-seam metal. The one to the east has a boxed wooden comice with gable-end returns and 
was known as Compns (Company's) Depot, Comps Warehouse, and later, Hatcher & McCarty's 
Store and Warehouse. Its main entrance is at the east gable end and features a three-bay faqade 
with a central door flanked by large windows with batten shutters (Photo 2). Architectural 
details include a stone foundation, gable-end returns, three interior brick chimneys, four-light 
attic windows, metal bars over some of the first-floor windows, and a shed-roofed frame wing on 
the south side. Historic photographs show a wrap-around deck that once ran along the north side 
of the building (Photo 3). It has been removed as has a projecting wooden window in the central 
bay of that elevation. The interior of the building is very much intact and is currently used as an 
antique store 

The building to the west, which is similar but lacks the architectural refinement of the other, was 
known as Roger's Depot and later H. Roger's Warehouse. It has a wraparound porch, part of 
which is enclosed, a corbeled brick cornice, three interior brick chimneys, multiple wooden 
freight doors, an exterior stair with roof, and six-over-six-sash windows, some with metal bars 
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(Photo 4). Like the store building, the interior of this warehouse is very much intact. The first 
story is a large open space and features free-standing exposed wooden posts that support the 
second floor. The walls are plastered and contain historic graffiti, some of which date to the 
Civil War era. 

The Delaplane House (030-0002-0004), located on the north side of the railroad tracks (3322 
Rokeby Road) just east of the two brick buildings, appears to have been constructed around the 
same time, and the brick may have been simultaneously manufactured for all three buildings. The 
two-story, three-bay, brick dwelling is laid in 5-course American-bond and features elements of 
the Late Greek Revival and Italianate styles in its detailing (Photo 5). Probably constructed by 
Benjamin Shacklett around 1852, the house has a heavily bracketed wooden cornice, interior 
brick chimneys, six-over-six-sash windows with paneled wooden lintels, louvered wooden 
shutters, gable-end returns, six-light basement windows, a double-leaf front door, and a door 
surround with paneled Doric posts, a six-light transom, and four-light sidelights. A section of the 
rear portion of the house is of log construction and was raised to two stories and attached to the 
front in 1871, after the house was purchased by Washington E. Delaplane. The Delaplane House 
is certainly the most architecturally sophisticated dwelling in Delaplane and appears to be the 
oldest. The property is not only notable for the transitional nature of its architectural style-- from 
the Late Greek Revival to the Italianate-- but also for its collection of outbuildings, including a 
meat house, garage, and fine stone icehouse (Photo 6). The 1 %-story stone structure is 
composed of two, attached, gable-roofed rectangular sections: the northernmost one is built into 
the ground and is a stone-lined icehouse, while the southern portion is above ground. The roofs 
are clad in standing-seam metal and the gable ends in weatherboard siding. 

Delaplane was a significant location during the Civil War, as trains from its station were used for 
the first time during the war to move troops to impending battle. A recently installed Civil War 
Trails marker notes that the community looked similar then to what it does today when troops 
boarded trains in July 1861 to head to the Battle of Bull Run in Manassas, the first major battle of 
the Civil War. 

The other resources in the historic district date to after the Civil War. The center portion of the 
house at 301 1 Delaplane Grade Road (030-0002-0012) was constructed ca. 1868 by Thomas S. 
Wine. It was sold to W. E. Delaplane and later was the location of the first telephone switchboard 
operation in the Delaplane area. Sited near the northern edge of the district, the two-story, gable- 
roofed, vernacular frame dwelling has a large exterior-end stone chimney and compatible 
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additions on both its north and south end (Photo 7). 

The house at 2825 Delaplane Grade Road (030-0002-0013) is one of two vernacular I-houses in 
the district. This one dates to the last quarter of the 1 9 ' ~  century and features a central front gable, 
an exterior-end stone chimney with brick stack, a three-bay front porch with turned posts, and a 
rear two-story ell. The house at 3032 Delaplane Grade Road (030-0002-0006) is also an I-house 
but dates to the early 2oth century. It has a plain gable roof, stone foundation, and was remodeled 
in the late 20Ih century. 

Even during the late 1 9 ' ~  and early 2oth centuries, the commercial buildings in Delaplane were 
generally located around the junction of the railroad, Rokeby Road, and Delaplane Grade Road 
(Photo 8). Surviving commercial resources in that location along the north side of Rokeby Road, 
north of the railroad tracks include a small, 1 %-story frame building clad in board and batten that 
originally housed cattle scales (030-0002-0001); the old Shacklett's Mill which ground corn and 
feed (030-0002-0002); and the old Delaplane Store (Turner Seaton's Store and Shacklett's store) 
that now houses the post office (030-0002-0003). 

The old cattle scale building, located at 3340 Rokeby Road (030-0002-0001), sits on a split-level 
stone basement and has a gable roof with overhanging eaves, six-over-six-sash windows, and 
batten shutters (Photo 9). Currently vacant, it has good architectural integrity and appears in an 
ear1~-20'~-century photograph of Delaplane with a side shed-roofed wing, probably to house the 
cattle (Photo 10). Just to the west on the same lot is the foundation of what appears to have been 
a small house from the 1920s or 1930s. The site includes three formed concrete steps, a retaining 
wall and part of a foundation. 

The old mill is located just to the east and was constructed ca. 1910 (030-0002-0002). It is a 
two-story, gable-end, stuccoed frame building on a concrete pier foundation. Formerly known as 
Shacklett's Mill, it was a gasoline-powered grain mill and was probably used by local farmers 
who then loaded their grain onto the train and shipped it to outside markets. Currently vacant, 
the exterior of the building is very much intact and includes six-over-six-sash windows, exposed 
rafter ends, double-leaf doors on the front gable end, and a stone and concrete loading dock. 

The Delaplane Post Office is located in the former Delaplane Store at 3044 Rokeby Road (030- 
0002-0003). The eastern portion of this building was constructed first, in the late 1 9 ' ~  century, 
and was known as Turner Seaton's Store and Shacklett Store (Photo 11). The left portion, now 
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the post office, was added in the first decades of the 20th century and maintains its original 
storefront and fenestration, while the original part of the building has a new first-floor facade. 
~id-20'~-century photographs of the building show the original section without its current front 
porch and as a two-bay structure on a raised stone foundation with a front basement entry. A 
freestanding hip-roofed canopy shown in the photograph was probably used to house former gas 
pumps. A comparison of the current view of the store looking east up Delaplane Grade Road 
with one captured in a late-19'h-century postcard show how the building has evolved and how 
little the environment in the center of Delaplane has changed in more than 100 years (Photos 12 
and 13). 

The other 1ate-l9'~-century commercial building in Delaplane is located further east at 3024 
Delaplane Grade Road and has been converted into a dwelling (030-0002-0007). It is a one-story, 
five-bay, gable-end building with the original store entrance on the south end. The building has 
been remodeled but still retains its original stone foundation, standing-seam metal roof, and 
central interior brick flue. 

The Delaplane Historic District also includes three dwellings from the early 20lh century. The 
oldest of these is at 3038 Delaplane Grade Road (030-0002-0005) and is a large, two-story, hip- 
roofed frame building clad in German-lap siding (Photo 14). Constructed around 1912, it is in 
relatively unaltered condition and was supposedly used as a boardinghouse. It features a formed 
concrete foundation, overhanging eaves, corbeled brick chimneys, two-over-two-sash windows 
with stepped caps, a five-paneled front door with transom and sidelights, and three-bay front 
porch with Tuscan columns. 

The house at 3023 Delaplane Grade Road (030-0002-0008), also known as the McDonald House, 
was constructed in the second quarter of the 20lh century and contains a good collection of 
outbuildings. The main house is a 1 %-story vernacular frame dwelling with two gable-roofed 
front dormers, stucco siding, a stone foundation, and six-over-six-sash windows. Behind the 
house are two sheds, a chicken coop, and a meat house, typical kinds of outbuildings found with 
dwellings from this period. The property also includes an interesting mound that sits just north 
of the railroad tracks. It measures roughly 15 feet in diameter with a central pit and some 
evidence of stones along the top edges. Its appearance suggests a man-made structure as do the 
stones evidenced along its top portion. No written documentation was found to substantiate its 
original purpose, but some local residents believe it was constructed by troops during the Civil 
War in order to defend the railroad. 
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The Delaplane Historic District also contains a church and cemetery. Located at 285 1 Delaplane 
Grade Road, at the northern edge of the district, is the former Westminster Church (030-0002- 
0012), constructed in 1950. The first church on this site was dedicated in 1889 and was known as 
Westminster Presbyterian Church. The adjacent cemetery is known as Westminster Cemetery 
and contains the tombs of some of the families associated with Delaplane. According to an 
inscription in the concrete walk, the current one-story, three-bay, concrete block church was 
constructed by J. T. Lunsford and dedicated on October 8, 1950. The church has recently been 
sold and is being converted into a dwelling. 

The one noncontributing property in the district is located at 3049 Delaplane Grade Road, just 
south of the railroad tracks (030-0002-0009). According to deeds, this building, of aluminum 
construction, is on the site of the former railroad station on land owned by the railroad. 
Constructed around 1955, for a period the building manufactured cinder blocks and later served 
as a repair garage. It is now used as a warehouse and office and is a non-contributing element in 
the Delaplane Historic District due to its age. 

Trains still pass through Delaplane, although they only carry freight, and the post office is still 
operating. It is a fairly active community that still maintains its historical character because of its 
fairly intact collection of buildings that effectively echo the beginnings of its growth and 
development. Most of the buildings that are shown in the ca. 1901 photograph of Delaplane are 
still standing, and the setting is still much the same as it was then (Photos 8 & 10). 

DELAPLANE HISTORIC DISTRICT INVENTORY 

NOTES ON FORMAT AND ORGANIZATION OF INVENTORY: 
The properties are listed numerically by street address. All resources are contributing unless 
otherwise noted and are keyed to the map in regular order. 

Delaplane Grade Road 

3038 Delaplane Grade Road 030-0002-0005 Other DHR Id #: 030-0985 
Primary Resource Information: Single Dwelling, Stories 2, Style: Other, ca 1912 

Two-story, 3-bay, hip-roofed (standing-seam metal) double-pile frame dwelling clad in German- 
lap siding. Architectural details include: stepped window caps, 2 corbeled chimneys, 
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overhanging eaves, formed concrete foundation, 212-sash windows with louvered wooden 
shutters, 4 interior chimneys with corbeled caps, 3-bay front porch with Tuscan columns and 5- 
paneled front doors with 3-light transom and 2-light sidelights. The only alteration appears to be 
an enclosed shed-roofed rear porch. 
Individual Resource Status: Single Dwelling Contributing 
Individual Resource Status: Garage- 1940s, cinder block (paged), gable-roofed (corrugated 
metal) garage with modem garage door and exposed rafter ends. It is built into the side of the 
hill. Contributing 
Individual Resource Status: Chicken coop- shed-roofed, frame, chicken coop with plyboard 
siding. Contributing 

3032 Delaplane Grade Road 030-0002-0006 Other DHR Id #: 030-0986 
Primary Resource Information: Single Dwelling, Stories 2, Style: Other, ca 1920 

Two-story, 3-bay, frame (stuccoed), gable-roofed (standing-seam metal) I-house on a stone 
foundation. Details include new 6-panel front door; sidelights; new 6-bay wraparound porch on 
brick pier foundation with square posts; new 111 windows; and rear 2-story gable-roofed addition 
attached to rear of house with an enclosed breezeway. The rear addition has an exterior-end brick 
chimney and shed-roofed rear wing. 
Individual Resource Status: Single Dwelling Contributing 

3024 Delaplane Grade Road 030-0002-0007 Other DHR Id #: 030-0989 
Primary Resource Information: Commercial Building, Stories 1, Style: Other, ca 

1898 
This 1-story, 5-bay, gable-roofed dwelling was originally a store with the entrance at the front 
gable end facing south. It has been converted into a dwelling and has the following details: stone 
foundation, vinyl siding, vinyl 111-sash windows, standing-seam metal roof, central interior brick 
flue, new front porchldeck, and rearlside 1-story addition. 
Individual Resource Status: Commercial Building Contributing 

3023 Delaplane Grade Road 030-0002-0008 Other DHR Id #: 030-0987 
Primary Resource Information: Single Dwelling, Stories 1.5, Style: Other, ca 1935 

This 1 %-story, 3-bay, frame (stucco), gable-roofed (standing-seam) vernacular dwelling features 
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2 gable-roofed front dormers and appears to have been constructed in the 1930s or early 1940s. 
Details include: 5-panel entry on south side, plain frieze and comerboards, central interior flue, 
616-sash windows, stone foundation, rear shed-roofed dormer, and 1-story shed-roofed concrete 
block wing. 
Individual Resource Status: Single Dwelling Contributing 
Individual Resource Status: Meat House- ca. 1940, frame (vertical wood siding), gable-roofed 
(corrugated) meat house. Contributing 
Individual Resource Status: Shed - mid-20th-century, frame (vertical wood siding), gable-roofed 
shed. Contributing 
Individual Resource Status: Chicken coop- ca. 1940, shed-roofed, frame (vertical wood siding), 
3-bay chicken coop with 4-panel door. Contributing 
Individual Resource Status: Shed -mid-20th-century, frame (vertical wood siding), gable-roofed 
(v-crimp metal) shed located southeast of house. Contributing 
Individual Resource Status: Earthworks - 19th-century, mound of uncertain use- measures 
roughly 15 feet in diameter with a central pit and some evidence of stone along the top. 

Contributing 

3049 Delaplane Grade Road 030-0002-0009 
Primary Resource Information: Manufacturing Facility, Stories 1, Style: Other, ca 

1955 
One-story, aluminum (corrugated metal), gable-roofed (corrugated metal), building with central 
flue, sliding doors, modem single-light door and paired 111 windows. 
Individual Resource Status: Manufacturing Facility Non-Contributing 

3054 Delaplane Grade Road 030-0002-0010 Other DHR Id #: 030-0150 
Primary Resource Information: Warehouse, Stories 2, Style: Greek Revival, 1852 

This property is composed of two, nearly identical, 2-story, vernacular Greek Revival-style brick 
(5-course American-bond) buildings attached by a wooden deck. They were constructed shortly 
after the railroad line was laid in 1852. The primary entrance to the easternmost building is at the 
east gable end. The three-bay facade features a central door flanked by large windows with batten 
shutters. Architectural details include: a stone foundation; 616-sash windows with wood lintels; 
gable-end returns; three interior brick chimneys; 4-light attic windows; and metal barns over the 
first-floor windows. Historic photographs show a wraparound deck that once ran along the north 
side of the building. It has been removed as has a projecting wooden window in the 
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central bay of that elevation. This building was known as Compns (Company's) Depot and later 
Comps Warehouse. The building to the west, which is almost identical, but lacks some of the 
architectural detailing, has a wrap-around porch part of which is enclosed. It has a corbeled brick 
cornice and was known as Roger's Depot and later H. Roger's Warehouse. 
Individual Resource Status: Warehouse Contributing 
Individual Resource Status: Store Contributing 
Individual Resource Status: Garage -early-20th-century, frame (Geman-lap), gable-end 
(standing-seam metal) garage with exposed rafter ends. Contributing 
Individual Resource Status: Shed - early-20th-century, large, frame (vertical wood siding), 
gable-roofed (standing-seam metal) shed or storage building on wood pier foundation. 

Contributing 

3011 Delaplane Grade Road 030-0002-0011 Other DHR Id #: 030-0252 
Primary Resource Information: Single Dwelling, Stories 2, Style: Other, ca 1868 

Two-story, 2-bay, frame (weatherboard), gable-roofed (standing-seam metal) vernacular 
dwelling, part of which was constructed ca. 1868. The oldest portion is the center portion - a side 
2-bay wing was added to the south ca. 1910. The northern wing is more modem -perhaps from 
the late 1950s-but is of the same architectural design. Details to the original section include a 
stone foundation; 616-sash windows, an exterior-end stone chimney. The later portions also have 
stone foundations, similar roofing and siding and 616 and 818 windows. 
Individual Resource Status: Single Dwelling Contributing 
Individual Resource Status: Shed - Shed- Modem, frame (weatherboard), gable-roofed (asphalt 
shingle) shed with 3-bay porch with turned spindles. Non-Contributing 
Individual Resource Status: Garage Modem, I-car- frame (weatherboard), gable-roofed 
(standing-seam metal) garage built into a hill. Non-Contributing 
Individual Resource Status: Shed - Shed- Modern, pyramidal-roofed shed that looks like a 
historic meat house. Details include a batten door, denticulated cornice, weatherboard siding and 
a standing-seam metal roof. Non-Contributing 

2851 Delaplane Grade Road 030-0002-0012 
Primary Resource Information: Church, Stories 1, Style: Other, 1950 

One-story, 3-bay, concrete block church with 3 side bays, double-leaf 3-panel front doors with 
surround, fixed steel 12-light windows, and open belfry. According to an inscription in the walk, 
the building was completed in 1950. It replaced the original church that was constructed in 1889. 
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It is currently being remodeled to be converted into a dwelling. Other details include: asphalt 
shingle roof; open belfry; new front porch supports; sidelrear addition currently under 
construction; split-level foundation; and exterior steel plates on the side elevation. 
Individual Resource Status: Church Contributing 
Individual Resource Status: Cemetery Westminster Cemetery which was associated with the 
church, contains approximately 50 stones for members of the Ashby, Lunceford, and Green 
families. Contributing 

2825 Delaplane Grade Road 030-0002-0013 
Primary Resource Information: Dwelling, Stories 2, Style: Other, ca 1870 

This 2-story, 3-bay, frame (vinyl), I-house has a central front gable, a stone foundation and a fine 
exterior-end stone chimney with brick stack. It appears to have been constructed during the mid- 
to late-19th century and may have been remodeled during the early 20th century to reflect more 
Victorian tastes. It also appears to have recently been renovated. Other details include 211 vinyl 
replacement windows, a 3-bay porch with square posts and sawn brackets, louvered shutters, a 
rear 2-story ell and a sidelrear shed-roofed wing. 
Individual Resource Status: Dwelling Contributing 
Individual Resource Status: Garage - Modem gable-roofed garage clad in T- 1 - 1 1. 

Nan-Contributing 
Individual Resource Status: Shed - Modern shed with board and batten siding on a pier 
foundation. Non-Contributing 

Rokebv Road 

3340 Rokeby Road 030-0002-0001 Other DHR Id #: 030-0983 
Primary Resource Information: Commercial Building, Stories 1.5, Style: Other, ca 

1890 
This 1 %-story, 2-bay, rectangular frame building is clad in board-and-batten siding and sits on a 
split-level stone foundation/basement. Details include a gable roof of v-crimp metal, 616-sash 
windows, batten shutters, overhanging eaves, and basement entry on west side. 
Individual Resource Status: Commercial Building Contributing 
Individual Resource Status: Foundation - formed concrete steps (3) and retaining wall and part 
of a foundation located just west of building. This appears to be the foundation for a dwelling 
that was known as the Jeffries House that was constructed in the1920s or 30s. Contributing 




























