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I. General Statement: 

A. Architectural Character: Ashleigh is a fine example 
of a Greek Revival country house. 

B. Condition of the Fabric: Excellent. 

11. Description of the Exterior: 
A. Over-all dimensions: The one-story three-bay gable- 

end main block is flanked by a one-story two-bay wing to the 
east and the west. The house is set into the slope of the hill 
so that the basement becomes a full story under the main block 
and the west wing on the south side. 

B. ~oundations : Stone 
C. Wall construction and finish: Stone covered with 

stucco painted yellow. 
D. Structural system: Stone masonry walls with wood 

framing . 
E. Porches: A one-bay Greek Doric portico,with four 

columns and two pilasters and with a shallow pediment, is at 
the level of the main floor. Wooden steps ascena to the porch. 
A cast-iron balcony surrounds the porch and is also found under 
each of the long windows on the south side of the main level. 

F. Chimneys: An interior-end chimney is found at either 
end of the main block. Each wing has a center chimney. 

G. Openings: 
1. Doorways and doors: The doorway at the entrance 

has architrave trim and crossets. A rectangular four-pane 
transom, three-pane sidelights and symmetrically molded trim 
with corner blocks frame the six-paneled door. 

2. Windows: Architrave trim surrounds the windows. 
Wooden double hung windows retain the original six-over-six 
sash. Two triple-hung large windows are in the south wall of 
the drawing room. French windows open on the gound level of 
the south side. 

H. Roof: The low gable roof has a pedimented end with a 
simple molded raking board and cornice. The gable roofs on the 
wings have a similar cornice and short returns. 

A two-run stair descends to the lower I 

111. Description of the Interior: 
A. Floor plan: A long entrance hall stretches across 

the north end of the main block. The parlor south of the 
entrance hall occupies the rest of the main block and was at 
one time divided into two rooms. The first floor of the wings 
is three steps lower than that of the main block. A hall runs 
north-south in each of the wings and two rooms open to one side 
off each hall. The kitchen and boiler room are under the west 

1 wing. The main block has a plan similar to the first floor, 
although retaining the two rooms. The lower level east wing 1 is partially unexcavated; the remainder incorporates storage 
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level in the northeast corner of the west wing. 

C. Wall and ceiling finish: Most of the plastered walls 
are covered with wallpaper. Plaster ceilings are painted. 

D. Doorways and doors: Doorways have a wide architrave 
trim,crossets and a second architrave trim around the opening. 
The soffits are paneled. The doors have two narrow vertical 
panels. 

E. Trim: A wide baseboard is topped by a series of 
moldings in most of the rooms. The lower level southeast room 
is pine-paneled with a full cornice. Pilasters frame the French 
doors leading to the terrace. 

F. Heating: Although central heating is currently 
employed, fireplaces in every room formerly provided warmth. 
In the drawing room, the fireplaces at each end of the room have 
a molded surround,crossets, bolection molding, band of egg end 
dart trim and a wide shelf. The unchanged fireplaces in the 
wings and on the lower level have simple pilasters and a 
pentagonal frieze. The mantel in the northwest room of the west 
wing is a later addition taken from an early Valley house and 
features a central sunburst, a blossom motif and fluted pilaster: 
The mantel in the pine room matches the paneling and features 
fluted pilasters and a bolection molding. 

IV. Site: 
A. General setting: Ashleigh faces north, is set on a 

hill, surrounded by about one hundred acres of farmland,and has 
a magnificent view in all directions. The westward vista to the 
mountains is especially noteworthy. Boxwood highlight the yard 
which is enclosed by post and split rail fences. 

B. Outbuildings: A yellow clapboarded building set on a 
high stone base serves as the garage-apartment and is west of 
the main house. 
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Mrs. Katharine G. Ingersoll owned Ashleigh in the first 
part of the twentieth century, but Dr. Edmund Horgan purchased 
and renovated the house in 1929. During the renovation, Dr. 
Horgan obtained pine paneling removed from the White House 
during 'the Hoover Administration, and installed it in Ashleigh' 
lower southeast room. 
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Ashleigh is a striking Greek Revival country house built 
for Margaret Marshall, granddaughter of Chief Justice John 
Marshall. Well conceived and skillfully executed, the house 
exhibits unacademic proportions and pleasing simplicity of 
detail. Basically unaltered, Ashleigh remains one of the most 
distinctive ante-bellum homesteads of northern Virginia. 

Margaret Marshall received a portion of the Marshall 
family's Oak Hill estate and had Ashleigh built about 1840. 
She designed the house herself, and a man by the name of Suttol 
who built many other houses in the area, was the builder. A 
tradition is that Margaret Marshall received ideas about the 
plan on a trip through the deep South, and indeed the house is 
more reminiscent of the Greek Revival villas of Alabama and 
Mississippi than any house in Virginia. In 1845, Miss Marshal: 
married her cousin, John Thomas Smith. They lived at Ashleigh 
until 1860 when the place was sold to Gray Carroll, a relative 
of the Marshalls. Most of the payment was made in Confederate 
money, and thus the Smiths never received full value for the 
house. Carroll sold the property in 1870 to Samuel P. Bayly. 
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