
I. D e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  E x t e r i o r :  
A .  Over -a l l  dimensions:  

1. O r i g i n a l  house: (32 ' -1  1/2X301-2") The f ive-bay 
one-and-a-half s t o r y  house i s  connected t o  t h e  l a t e r  house by a 
one-bay one-s tory passageway. 

2. L a t e r  house: (40 ' -1  3/4"X37'-2 5/8") Th i s  t h r e e -  - 
bay s t r u c t u r e  i s  two s t o r i e s  h igh  and f o u r  bays deep.  Four rn 
sha l low p i l a s t e r s  appear  t o  suppor t  t h e  pedimented gab le  w i t h  an rn 
e l l i p t i c a l  f a n l i g h t  i n  t h e  tympanum. 

B. Foundat ions  : - 
1. O r i g i n a l  house: Stone z 
2. L a t e r  house:  Br i ck  

C .  Wall c o n s t r u c t i o n  and f i n i s h :  I - 
-I 

1. O r i g i n a l  house: Frame covered w i t h  wh i t e  beaded] , 
weatherboarding.  

2.  L a t e r  house: Br ick  covered w i t h  a l i g h t  c o a t  of C 

whi te  s t u c c o .  The tympanum of t h e  r e a r  pediment porch a r e  of n 
whi te  wea therboard ing .  4 

D .  Porches:  - 
1. O r i g i n a l  house: The west  e n t r a n c e  c o n s i s t s  of a 0 

s t r a i g h t  f l i g h t  of  unadorned wooden s t e p s .  On t h e  e a s t  s i d e ,  a  
pyramidal  f l i g h t  of  wooden s t e p s  i s  covered by a shed porch 

V) 

suppor ted  by s imple  p i e r s .  
2. L a t e r  house:  The west  e n t r a n c e  has  a broad 

s toop  approached by a f l i g h t  of  s t a i r s  from each  s i d e .  A s imple  
i r o n  b a l u s t r a d e  i s  u t i l i z e d  on t h e  s t e p s  and s toop .  A t  one tlmei 
t h e  west  f acade  was covered by a one-s tory p o r t i c o  wi th  s i x  I 

f l u t e d  Dor ic  columns. On t h e  e a s t  a  two-story porch w i t h  paneleld 
wooden p i e r s  i s  now screened  and g l a s s e d  i n .  

E. Chimneys: 
1. O r i g i n a l  house: Two e x t e r i o r  chimneys wi th  well-  

d e f i n e d  s h o u l d e r s  and s t a c k s  s e t  away from t h e  gab le  a r e  employed. 
The n o r t h  chimney i s  l a i d  i n  a p a t t e r n  w i t h  g l azed  heade r s .  

2. L a t e r  house:  Two i n t e r i o r  chimneys a r e  used.  
F. Openings: 

1. Doorways and doors :  
a. O r i g i n a l  house: A t r i a n g u l a r  pediment 

suppor ted  by p l a i n  p i l a s t e r s  f rames t h e  s ix -pane led  door of t h e  
west  e n t r a n c e .  

b. L a t e r  house:  The west  e n t r a n c e  has  a f l u t e d  
f a n ,  s i d e l i g h t s  and pane led  p i l a s t e r s  sur rounding  double doors 
of t h r e e  p a n e l s  each.  The s i d e  doors  have b lank  l u n e t t e s  and 

- 

i 

I 
- 

/7. DESCRIPTION -- 

A. A r c h i t e c t u r a l  c h a r a c t e r :  Oak H i l l  c o n s i s t s  O f  two 
I 

s e p a r a t e  and d i s t i n c t  houses connected by a passage .  The . 
s m a l l e r  and e a r l i e r  house i s  a f i n e  example of a Fauquie r  County 
Colonia l  farmhouse i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  V i r g i n i a  idiom. The l a t e r  
house i s  a temple-form F e d e r a l  house of a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
s o p h i s t i c a t i o n .  

B.  Condi t ion  of f a b r i c :  Good. i 

CONDITION 

D E S C R I B E  THE P R E S E N T  A N 0  O R l G l N l L  (Ilknown) P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

I. General  S ta tement :  

(Chock One) 

0 E x c a l l s n t  Good Fatr n Dotaroorotsd R w n s  U Unexposed -- 
(Check One) 

Lid Altered  Unaltered 

(Check One) 
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7. (1) 
architrave trim. 

2. Windows: 
a. Original house: Wooden double-hung windows 

have nine-over-nine lights and are surrounded by a wide.architrave 
trim. The gabled dormers have six-over-six lights. 

b. Later house: Both the upper and lower 
windows have double-hung windows with six-over-six lights. 

G. Roof: 
1. Original house: The steeply pitched roof has a 

slight kick at the eaves. Two dormers open'on the west slope and 
one on the east slope. 

2. Later house: A shallow gable roof has pedimented 
ends, and a modified Doric cornice with mutule and guttae surrounds 
the pediment and roof. 

111. Description of the Interior 
A. Floor plan: 

1. Original house: The rectangular house is divided 
into four unequal rooms with the entrance in the larger southwest 
room. 

2. Later house: Typical of temple-form houses, this 
structure has a lateral front hall with two large rooms behind. 

B. Stairways: 
1. Original house: The original single-run stair is 

now located near the east door and has square newels molded handr 
and turned balusters. A later narrow spiral stair ascends in a 
corner of the northwest room. 

2. Later house: A two run open-string rectangular 
stair with balusters ascends in the northwest corner of the hall. 

C. Wall and ceiling finish: Most of the plaster walls 
are papered, although some are painted. Ceilings are painted 
plaster. 

D. Doorways and doors: 
1. Original house: Architrave trim surrounds six- 

paneled doors 
2. Later house: Symmetrically molded trim has corne 

blocks with rosettes. The wide soffits are paneled, as are the 
doors. 

E. Trim: 
1. Original house: A typical late-eighteenth centur 

chair rail with symmetrical molding is in all the rooms. The 
southwest room features a dentil cornice with crown and bed 
moldings. 

2. Later house: The lower rooms have a very simple 
molded cornice. 

F. Heating: 
1. Original house: Although this house was 

originally heated by fireplaces, it now shares a central heating 
I 1 
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7. ( 2 )  
system with the later house. The southwest room features an 
elaborate chimneypiece with a paneled breast framed by fluted 
pilasters. The mantel in the northwest room has a wide shelf witt 
moldings, a band of interlocking geometric molding in the frieze 
and pilasters. 

2. Later house: The mantels here feature wide shelves, 
central panels with ellipses and columns. Diagonal reeding is 
utilized on the friezes and shelves. 

IV. Site: 
A. General setting and orientation: Oak Hill is set on a 

hill facing west to the Blue Ridge and is surrounded by rolling 
pastured hills. 

B. Outbuildings: A line of outbuildings, including a 
three-bay kitchen with brick exterior end chimneys, a log smoke 
house and a three-bay slave quarters with one exterior end chimne 
is located east of the main houses. Several barns and other farm 
outbuildings are situated farther east of this row. 








