7. Description

Caondition Check one Check one

—2* excellent — deteriorated __X_ unaitered —£ original site

— qgood —__ruins —_. altered — moved date N/A
—fair —— unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION

Oakley stands on a gradual rise of land overlooking the fields and grazing pastures
of northern Virginia's finest hunt country. The pastoral setting is especially beautiful.
The house is a well-preserved example of the Italianate style prevalent in America during
the 1850s. 1Its articulated openings, low-pitch overhanging roof with brackets, long
porches, and pranounced details such as its semi-hexagonal bays, quoins, decorative sawn-
work, and spiral stair distinguish the house as one of the most notable examples of the
style in the region.

ARCHTTECTURAL ANALYSIS

Completed in 1857 Oakley is a brick residence stuccoed and scored to reseible
stone. The three-bay, T-shaped building rises 2% stories above an English basement.
A bracketed cornice outlines the standing-seam metal roof pierced by tall decorative-
paneled chimneys. The roof also has a glazed cupola to provide light for the interior
stairwell.

Anthemions decorate the gable ends of the building's main block and the central
projecting pavilion. This motif is repeated directly below in the shouldered surround
of the second-story center window. The flanking second-stoyry Windows have similar swrrounds
that step up into semi-rounded heads with no anthemions. ain, shouldered surrounds
encase the first-floor windows. Throughout the main block the windows are casements
divided by cross-shaped mullions. The rear ell and additions are lit by a variety of
casement and hung-sash windows.

The central two-story pavilion daminates the facade (north). The pavilion contains
the entrance with paneled double doors and sidelights surmounted by a broad elliptical
arch. Sheltering the entrance is a porch which was at one time a single bay but now
extends the length of the facade. Chamfered posts support a modillion block frieze and
decorative sawn-cut balustrades on the first and second stories. The corners of the front
(north) and side (east and west) elevations are articulated by corbeled brick imitating
rusticated quoins.

The most dramatic feature of Oakley is the two-level porch which wraps around the
rear (south) ell. Originally rising the full two stories without interruption, the porch
was altered in 1975 by the addition of a second floor with a decorative sawn-cut railing.
The alteration was very carefully carried out in the spirit of the original fabric. The
atteruated chamfered posts with brackets forming capitals exhibit stylistic similarities
to the tall, slender colums at nearby Welbourne, Loudoun County, also originally a
Dulany family property. Welbourne, listed on the Virginia Landmarks Register and the
National Register of Historic Places, was enlarged during the mid-19th century when its
present porch was added. Although not identified, the same builder is thought to have
been employed at the two houses.

Semi-hexagonal bays embellish the east and west elevations. These projections were
each built as a single story, but the west bay was enlarged in 1960. Pilasters separate
the recessed round-arched window openings on each side. One- and two-story rear additions
to the east and south elevations were constructed during the early to mid-20th century.

(See Continuation Sheet #1)



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

___prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric __... community planning ____ landscape architecture____ religion

— 14001489 ____ archeology-historic — conservation — law —— science

15001599 _X agriculture —___economics _ — literature — scuipture

___1600~1699 _X architecture — education wr military — social/

__.1700~17998 ____ art — engineering —— Music humanitarian

X 1800-1899 ___ commerce —— exploration/settlement ___ philosophy — theater

— 1900~ ——— communications — industry — . politics/government ____ transportation
— invention — other (spetity)

Specific dates 1857 Builder/Architect  Unknown

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE .

Ozakley, which sits grandly amid the rolling hills of northern Virginia's scenic
countryside, is a sophisticated and well-preserved example of an Italianate country
house. While generally popular in mid-19th-century America, Italianate houses are com-
paratively rare in rural Virginia which saw little building immediately before the Civil
War. The picturesque romanticism expressed by the house is symbolic of the life style
of its builder, Richard Henry Dulany, a country gentleman. Dulany was founder of the
Upperville Colt and Horse Show, the oldest horse show in the countxy and now the highlight
of equestrian life in the Commormwealth's most prestigious hunt country.

HISTORTCAL BACKGROUND

In 1853 Richard Henry Dulany, praminent citizen and horseman of Loudoun County,
purchased 878 acres of land just east of Upperville in Fauquier County fram G.W. Carlyle
Whith& Since the wife of the grantor in this transaction was a Dulany, it can be
assumed this property had been in the Dulany family for some time. Shortly after his
purchase, Richard H. Dulany built the present house called Oakley fer=his—sens—Herxry
Gﬁ@ea%my Canmpleted in 1857, the house clearly was the seat of a family of sub-
stance; its taxed value was listed as $6,000. Because of stylistic similarities between
Oakley and Richard Dulany's Loudoun County mansion, Welbournme (MNRHP 1971) ,which was
greatly enlarged ca. 1857, it would appear that Dulany engaged the same craftsmen for
both places. Title to Oakley was not transferred to -elaa__e younger Dulany until 1862.

Richard Henry Dulany is best known as the founder of the Upperville Colt and Horse
Show. The show grounds, located nearby, were the site of the first recorded horse show
in America in June of 1852. Perhaps mindful of the historic importance of the occasion,
Dulany had traveled to New York and engaged Mr, Tiffany himself to design the silver aup
for the wimmer. Dulany's show was reorganized in 1869 and has contimued ever since as
a highlight of the equestrian and social life of the Loudoun-Fauquier area. OQakley and
its swrrounding fields have traditionally been the site of lumts and horse shows. Apparently
Mr. Bulany's interest in thoroughbreds began when he found a near-frozen horse and saved
its life. He worked for much of his life thereafter to improve the care and breeding of
fine horses.

At the time the house was built, the villa-type house had become a popular form
in American domestic architecture especially for country houses. A.J. Downing in his
- The Architecture of Country Houses (New York, 1S50) notes the following on villas:

(See Contimuation Sheet #1)















