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1. Name of Property

historic name Yew Hill; Robert Ashby’s Tavern; Shacklett’s Tavern

other names/site number DHR File Numbers_030-5369-0127; 030-0060

2. Location

street & number 10030 John Marshall Highway not for publication __ N/A
city of town Delaplane vicinity X

state Virginia code VA  county Fauquier  code 061 Zip 20114

3. State/Federal Agency Certification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this

_X nomination __ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties
in the National Reglster of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part
60. In my opinion the property X meets __ does not meet the National Register Criteria. 1 recommend that this
property be considered significant __ nationally __ statewide _X_locally. (__ See continuation sheet for additional

comments&._. .
%‘_ . /‘-v__._______ T e / - / e
Signature BF certifying official Date” .~

Virginia Department of Historic Resources
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property X meets __ does not meet the National Register criteria. ( __ See continuation sheet for
additional comments.)

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
1, hereby certify that this property is:
__ entered in the National Register
____ See continuation sheet.
___ determined eligible for the
National Register
____ See continuation sheet.
___ determined not eligible for the National Register
____ removed from the National Register
____ other (explain):

Signature of Keeper Date of Action
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3. Classification

Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply)
_X_ private
public-local
public-State
public-Federal

Category of Property (Check onty one box)
_X _ building(s)

district
__ site
___ structure
object
Number of Resources within Property
Contributing Noncontributing
4 _ 3 buildings
1 0 sites
_0_ _1_  structures
0 _0_  objects
5 4 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register _0_

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter “N/A” if property is not part of a multiple listing.  N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)
Cat: _ DOMESTIC
__DOMESTIC

" DOMESTIC

_ DOMESTIC

__ COMMERCE/TRADE

__ AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTANCE

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)
Cat: _ DOMESTIC
__DOMESTIC
__DOMESTIC
__AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTANCE

Sub: __ Single Dwelling
__Secondary Structure —~Summer Kitchen
Secondary Structure — Meat House
Secondary Structure - Dairy
Restaurant - Tavern
__Agricutiural OQutbuilding

Sub: _ Single Dwelling
Secondary Structure — Meat House - storage
Secondary Structure - Dairy - vacant
__Agricultural Outbuilding
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7. Description

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions)

COLONIAL
___Other: Vernacular Double-pile

Materials (Enter categories from instructions)
foundation __STONE - Sandstone, Limestone_

roof ASPHALT SHINGLE
walls FRAME WOOD - Weatherboard
other

chimneys _ STONE - Sandstone; Limestone

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark “X” in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for

National Register Listing.)

_X__ A Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history.
B  Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.

X_ C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or represents the
work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose
components lack individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations (Mark “X” in all boxes that apply.”
__ A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C abirthplace or a grave.

D acemetery.

E areconstructed building, object or structure. .
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years.
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Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions.)
__Architecture _
_ Commerce
_Transportation _

Period of Significance __1760-1879_
Significant Dates 1760

" 1808
" 1879

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)
__NA

Cultural Affiliation N/A

Architect/Builder Unknown

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

(Citte the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS)

___ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested.

previously listed in the National Register
previously determined eligible by the National Register
designated a National Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #
__ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #
Primary Location of Additional Data
_¥X__ State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency
Federal agency
Local government
__ University
X_  Other See Bibliography

Name of repository:

10. raphical Da

Acreage of Property 98 Acres__
UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)
Zone  Easting  Northing Zone  Easting  Northing

1-18 245510 4309700 2- 18 246380 4310120
3-18 246480 4310260 4 - 18 246650 4310380

_X __ See Continuation sheet.
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Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle __ Chery! H. Shepherd, Architectural Historian

organization _Millennium Preservation Services LLC date 20 August 2004
street & number __P. O. Box 312 telephone _ 540-349-011%
city or town Warrenton state Virginia__ zip code _20188-0312_

Additjonal Documentation

Submit the following #tems with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 ot 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPQ for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Mr. & Mrs, Allen J. Richards
street & number _10030 John Marshall Highway telephone _540-364-1541
city or town - Delaplane state _Virginia zip code 20114

Paperwork Reduction Act Statemeat. This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, 1o list propertics, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required (o obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.5.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and teviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P. . Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project {1024-0018), Washington DC 20503,
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7. Summary Description

The 98-acre Yew Hill property lies approximately twenty-two miles northwest of the county seat in Warrenton and
one-half mile south of Delaplane in the Crooked Run Valley Rural Historic District (030-5369). The Delaplane exit
from Interstate 66 is about a quarter of a mile south. Standing prominently on the property’s highest hill at the
northwest comer of the junction of the Shenandoah-Winchester Road (Route 17) and the John Marshall Highway
(Route 55), Robert Ashby’s distinctly colonial frame dwelling has long been recognized as an important landmark.
The former tavern faces east toward the older primary travel way but is approached on the south from the John
Marshall Highway near the earlier location of the Shenandoah-Winchester Road. This major colonial thoroughfare
was moved about forty feet east in front of Yew Hill in the 1960s." The gravel driveway follows part of the early
roadbed a distance where it turns west up a steep hill by the stone springhouse ruin, arriving at the southeast corner
of the circa 1960 frame garage on the south-left and concluding beside the circa 1760-1817 stone meat house and
dairy on the east-right. The first summer kitchen formerly stood in the gravel parking area just south of the dwelling
and beside the meat house.” A circa 1940, board-and-batten, frame secondary dwelling is across the parking lot to
the southwest. The late-eighteenth-century, timber-framed, threshing barn stands out in the south bamyard. A circa
1960, frame horse barn with a gambrel roof is opposite to the southeast.

Remnants of a central stone walkway lead from the main entrance of the dwelling out to the front east dooryard
which steps down to the colonial roadbed as shown in Porte Crayon’s 1853 drawing of the house of private
entertainment.” Aged black walnut, maple and locust trees shadow the front stone wall along Winchester Road.
Framed in weeping willows, a circa 198C pond now spans the colonjal road trace to the northeast of the house, A
spring runs north through the springhouse ruin into the pond and beyond into Goose Creek at Delaplane. Another
branch also courses through the west field. The rear door yard slopes west where & board fence prohibits livestock
entry from the outer pastures. Thoroughbred horses and cattle, along with an occasional roaming black bear,
currently graze on these agricultural fields which are enclosed by a dry-stacked stone wall along the wooded western
perimeter and horizontal board fencing on the south and north sides. A finely-chiseled “The BNG™ corner stone that
must be the beginning point of the 1806 survey when Enoch Ashby deeded the 121-% acres to his son Alexander
remains inside the west stone wall.* There are four contributing buildings including the colonial dwelling, the stone
meat house, stone dairy and the late-eighteenth-century barn. The stone springhouse ruin is a contributing site.
Constructed after the period of significance, the board-and-batten tenant house, garage and horse bamn are considered
non-contributing buildings. The concrete stave silo behind the barn is a non-contributing structure.

Dwelling House (Robert Ashby’s Tav-rn and Shacklett’s Tavern), contributing building, 1760-61: Built
between 1760 and 1761 for Robert Ashby, v ho received an ordinary license that year, his nearly-square, one-and-
one-half-story, three-bay-wide, frame dwifing stands on a stone foundation and has a steeply-pitched, asphalt-
shingled gable roof and two exterior-end stone chimneys.” The toof was originally wood shingled. The north
chimney sets out from the gable, typical for the building’s late-eighteenth-century date of construction, while the
south chimney is a reconstructed element. On this east front roof slope, there are two, possibly original, gabled
dormers that now contain four-over-four, double-hung-sash, aluminum replacement windows.® There are two cellar
windows with treenailed hewn framing and hewn vertical bars across the openings, as commonly seen in the
foundations of eighteenth-century buildings. The slightly weathered, eight-and-one-half-inch fascia board is pit-
sawn and has a half-inch bead. The fascia and hand-planed cornice molding have no residue of lime wash or paint.
The one-story, three-bay-wide front porch with chamfered square posts supporting the asphalt-shingled roof
extension is a circa 1808 improvement. Presently, a one-story, one-bay-wide, two-bay-deep, enclosed porch wing
with an asphalt-shingled shed roof sets back .. the east front porch on the south side. This circa 1920 enclosure
expanded a circa 1808 three-sided shelter armumd the apparently original service entrance at the south-southeast
corner of the house. This service entrance is across from the non-surviving first summer kitchen that stood about
fifteen feet to the south beside the dairy and meat house.
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Water mill-sawn, shiplapped, cut nailed and not original, the seven-and-une-half-inch-wide weatherboard with a
four-eighths-of-an-inch bead was recently removed from the fagade for analysis of the framing. The fenestration,
composed of a centered door flanked on the north by a fine hand-planed, nine-over-nine, single-hung-sash window
and an unusual second entrance on the south, is suspiciously uncommon to a colonial house in the Piedmont or
Tidewater. As expected, the south door framing is not original and dates to the late nineteenth century. Its insertion
caused the removal of the lower half of the heavy, pit-sawn oak downbrace and the bottom left comer of the south
window architrave. This period-one window architrave remains in place, but the outside molding was planed flat to
receive weatherboard, and the single-hung sash was removed. The exposed infill lathing for interior plaster finish
inside the window is circular-sawn pine fastened with cut nails, further indication of a ¢circa 1870 change, while the
period-one split oak lath is attached with wrought nails. The second front entrance architecturally dates later than
the non-extant porch chamber shown in Porte Crayon’s 1853 attached drawing of Shacklett’s house of private
entertainment, meaning that this room’s first access must have been from the south or north sides of the porch which
was more traditional.” Therefore, the necessity for the installation of the second front door out into this porch
chamber in the late nineteenth century and before a circa 1898 photograph, by which time the room has been
removed and the door is shown in place, remains an unsotved mystery.®

Twenticth-century weatherboard covers and/or replaces the original on the south side elevation. Several period-one
boards can be seen above the cellar entrance in the southwest corner of the main block and behind the off-center and
narrowed, circa 1808, stone chimney. There is a relocated window, now containing a modem nine-over-nine,
aluminum, double-hung-sash, to the west-left of the chimney, and two narrow, four-over-four, aluminum, double-
hung-sash windows are in the gable on the original block. The one-story, two-bay-wide, enclosed south porch has
four-over-four aluminum windows. A four-bay-wide gable-fronting wing on a stone foundation with a near-center
stone interior chimney is awkwardly joined to the rear southwest corner of the main block. This wing was originally
detached and two bays deep with a door on the north side for more convenient access to the house when the center
portion was built in circa 1840 as a second “near” summer kitchen.” Connected by a lean-to canopy to a one-story,
shed-roofed, west-rear addition built around 1920 as a shallow extension of the enclosed back porch, this wing
received a one-bay bathroom enlargement to the east front and north side toward the house in the 1970s.'"° The
northeast comer of the front gable was cut, and the asphalt-shingled shed roof of the back addition was extended
south over the bathroom.

The west rear wall of the main block cannot be seen because the two one-story additions to this elevation span its
length. The final addition built on a parged concrete block foundation to he house and comprising a three-bay-deep
and eight-bay-wide family room occurred in the 1970s.'" It has a six*.en-light wood door in the east comer beside
the kitchen wing and rambling aluminum, nine-over-nine, double-hung-sash windows ending at the west comer
board. The asphalt-shingled shed roof above the circa 1920 extensior .1the porch carries backward over this room.
The west gable end of the near kitchen wing has paired, four-light, sliding, aluminum windows that are over the
inside sink.

The north gable end of the original block now has two bays flanking the broad stone chimney, but originally this
side had no openings on the first story, and the four-light and two-light cellar window openings are not original.
The later first-story opening to the east front of the chimney is covered with plastic, while the aluminum sliding
window west of the chimney for an interior bathroom temporarily remains. A four-over-four, aluminum window is
east of the chimney in the gable. The original gable windows were probably two-over-four, wood sash like those
remaining at Summerset, four miles to the north. The broadly sloping four-bay-wide, one-story frame, rear addition
has an aluminum, six-over-six, double-hung-sash window east of nine-li«' . French doors and two nine-over-nine,
aluminum windows on the northwest comer. An asphalt-shingled sh-d-ronf:d porch shelters the entrance into the
family room.



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB- No. 1824-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places Yew Hill
Continuation Sheet Fauquier County, Virginia

Section 7 Page 3

Interior — The cellar is entered from the exterior bulkhead located in the southwest corer of the main biock or from
steps inserted under the stairs in the back passage in the twentieth century. The bulkhead framing is #Iso twentieth-
century work. The smaller west room holds the broiler now. A modern horizontal, two-light, metal window is on
the upper north wall. The unfinished ceiling is composed of hewn and pit-sawn joists, except for three circular-sawn
replacements in the north comer. Here, the undersides of the upper floor boards of the back northeast room are
heavily charred from a fire. Probably started by a spark from the comer fireplace in the chamber above, the threat
must have been quickly contained since there is no further damage beyond this north corner of this west room. The
framing for the former comer fireplace in the upper room remains in the ceiling at the southeast corner. Surrounded
by a pegged and axed frame, a strap-hinged board-and-batten door opens into the larger room on the east front. The
fioor is poured concrete in both rooms, and evidence suggests that the first cellar was only about five feet deep.
Although the masonry dividing wall between the rooms is stone on the west side, it is brick on the opposing east
side which may have been for later secondary support of the north broad-axed girder that is tenoned into the off-
center, east-to-west, broad-axed summer beam, A second girder connects into the summer on the south side. The
corner fireplace framing for the lost feature in the room above remains in the south ceiling of this east room. The
framing for the surviving comer fireplace in the opposite northwest corner of the northeast room above is also
visible. Apparently, the first exterior cellar entrance was in the northeast corner of the north wall of this east room,
Jjudging by infill seams in the stone wall. Plywood covers the two horizontal window openings on the east front
wall. The exposed upper floor boards are pit-sawn and gouged flat over the pit-sawn joists that have tapered hewn
ends toward the tenon,

Primary Floor — (Please refer to the plans under the additional documentation section.) The original circa 1760-61
dwelling consisted of a double-pile floor plan with four rooms and a narrow stair passage at rear center. The certain
use of the four living spaces is unknown. Robert Ashby’s 1792 inventory provides no information to indicate the
social function, and the Shackletts requested that no appraisement be conducted after their deaths.'” The center east
entrance with a replaced raised-panel door opens into a nearly sixteen-foot-square front room on the northeast that
retains its original pine floor and fireplace in the northwest corner. A purely original nine-over-nine, singie-hung
sash, wood window remains on the east front wall. The single-hung-sash window is significant because double-
hung sashes were rarely used before the Revolution.” The now plastic-covered window opening on the north side
wall was cut through a downbrace in the nineteenth century. While there is evidence of a former chair rail, the
beaded baseboard remains, and the walls and ceiling are plastered. Bulging plaster patches in the northwest corner
of the west rear wall and in the south side wall suggested former doorways. The first-mentioned area was recently
chipped away after documentation and analysis to confirm the apparently original opening that was er :losed in circa
1840 with cut-nailed spiit lath. In period one, the door opened into a small back room measuring “ust over nine-by-
seven feet that was heated by a small northeast corner fireplace. The rear wall of this space would have had a nine-
over-nine, single-hung-sash, wood window when first constructed, but this element was probab*, removed in the
1840s with the addition of a porch chamber similar to the former southeast front one shown in an 1853 drawing.
This window was probably then inserted inte the north side wall of the front room where the opening is now covered
with plastic. The back room was converted into a bathroom in the early twentieth century.

Almost directly opposite the central front entrance, an unusual flat and beaded-panel door with H-L hinges is within
the period-one architrave to the back stair passage. The narrow bead alongside the planed flat-panel infill on the
front of the door may suggest a later circa 1800 period, but the design is most unusual. The opposite back door is a
modern raised panel, while the architrave is original. There is an early board-and-batten door with H-L hinges to the
back stair closet where the exposed step framing is block or cleat construction as seen in Virginia before the
Revolution."* The floor boards were cut and battened for a hatch door to the cellar in the twentieth cer. ..y, A wide
plain chair rail details the south wall of the plastered passage.



NPS Form 10-906-a OMB No. 10240018
{8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places Yew Hill
Continuation Sheet Fauquier County, Virginia

Section 7 Page 4

Originally there were two rooms, each heated by corner fireplaces, south of the northeast entertaining room and the
back stair passage. Situated on the south side of the house where the meat house and dairy remain and the former
summer kitchen stood, the front southeast room may have been the dining room originally that was enlarged in circa
1808. The front southeast room was the larger nine-foot-two-inch-wide and nearly fourteen-foot-deep space with a
door on the south side out to the summer kitchen and another in the west partition wall to the southwest back
chamber. The back room was of the same width but eleven-feet-three-inches deep, and a nine-over-nine, single-
hung-sash, wood window was on the rear wall where a door with a heavily-worn outside sill is presently. The
window was moved over to the southwest corner of the south wall, cutting through part of the downbrace, in this
circa 1840 alteration. The floor in these originally divided south rooms dates to the nineteenth century, while the
walls and ceiling were covered in drywall in the twentieth century. The present owner recently removed the drywall
to expose the scantling. This revealed prudent English framing including some crooked hewn studs that the colonial
carpenter notched and shimmed to straighten and pit-sawn downbraces on the north partition wall. Plaster residue
and hammered-over wrought nails on the framing proves the room was first finely finished. The backside of the
riven oak lath on the adjacent north rooms can also be seen. The studs and wrought-nailed header for the former
door between the southeast and northeast front rooms clearly indicates this was a period-one feature that was
enclosed in circa 1840.

The architectural investigation revealed a compilation of evidence to strongly indicate the original division of the
south rooms in period one and the comer fireplaces. Although the common mortar in the stone chimney and
alternately-glazed brick fireplace surround at this south side of the house represents early workmanship, crossover
nails were found in the east side framing member pointing into the trim board of the removed mantelpiece. The
hewn stud against the right-west side of the masonry chimney is heavily weathered, as is the remaining upper
portion of a hewn stud three-feet-seven-inches forward from the left-east side. While the latter stud was cut off for
insertion of a window in the twentieth century, the weathering on the west side is a result of vears of moisture
absorption alongside a much broader, nearly ten-foot-wide chimney than presently exists. The strewn stones of the
wider chimney remain under the house in the crawlspace directly between the weathered east stud and the existing
masonry element. The north-to-south, ten-inch-wide, cak ceiling girder has mortises for the former partition between
the two south rooms. This evidence substantiates the framing for the two comer fireplaces as seen in the cellar
ceiling underneath. Cut-off nailers for fastening the mill-sawn weatherboard needed to fill in the former chimney
space on the outside of the house were wrought-nailed to this south wall between the weathered west stud and the
existing chimney. The continued use of wrought nails with hand-headed shouldered cut nails is expected in the
crossover period of this alteration which coincides with the change of ownership to Edward Shacklett in 1807.
Considering the singed rafters in the roof above, the modification may have been influenced by a fire.

The front southeast room was decreased in size with the insertion of a wall with a door just west of the south
exterior door to the food service buildings in circa 1840. This created a small nine-foot-two-inch by six-foot-four-
inch room that further caused a door to be cut through the opposite north wall for passage into the northeast room.
Since the south door provided an outside exit, the later, circa 1870, enclosure with circutar-sawn lath and plaster of
the front nine-over-nine, single-hung-sash window and the insertion of a crudely constructed second front door
architrave on the east wall seems unnecessary. It might become logical, if at some point earlier than the remaining
architectural and photographic evidence indicates, the south porch was enclosed between circa 1870 and 1898, thus,
eliminating immediate outside access.

Rear additions - The original back doorway in the passage and the secondary door in the southwest room open into
the rear additions. The latter door was most likely inserted for expedient access to the circa 1840, formerly-detached
near kitchen at the southwest comer. Its worn-down doorsill suggests that this became the primary rear access into
the main block which may have been shaped by the century-long tavern use as well as by design since the center
entrance carries through a dark stair passage. A large bedroom is at center with a smaller bedroom to the north in
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the circa 1920 wing that was built directly under the mill-sawn rafiers of the circa 1808 back porch without
removing this ‘mportant early feature. Further back to the west, a large, circa 1970, family room spans the width of
the house. The near kitchen wing holds the bath and laundry room added to the front in the 1970s and the modern
kitcher with a near-center chimney. Heavily modemized in the 1990s, the fireplace has a heating stove on the east
side, and the Kitchen stove, sink and cabinets are on the west back. The north side doorway of the kitchen, which
clearly shows in a circa 1963 photograph taken before the family room construction, remains in place and serves as
the entrance into this lower-level addition which requires several steps down from an entry landing.'®

Second floor — (Please refer to the plans under the additional documentation section.) The comer boxed stairway in
the main block presently winds up to a center passage with a relocated door directly opposite into a southeast front
bedchamber. The four walls and ceiling are plastered. There is a plain baseboard and a beaded chair rail. An
aluminum, four-over-four, double-hung-sash window is on the south side, and a similar window is in the dormer on
the east front waill. A board-and-batten door below the dormer to storage space behind the knee wall is of the first
period. The planed raised-panel door toward the stair passage, and flat-paneled on the inside of the private chamber,
is fastened to the jamb with H-L hinges and does appear 1o be original. However, it was likely moved here along
with the architrave from its former location in the north-south, period-one wall between the north and southeast
bedchambers, as evidenced by the filled mortises in the original pine floor within this room. The ceiling is also
patched where the wall was first located. This southeast bedchamber was originally nine-and-one-half-feet wide and
symmetrical to the southwest back room until this circa 1808 wall relocation. The front bedchamber had a first-
period door on the west wall into the back chamber where one now opens out into the passage instead. Tumed into
a bathroom in the twentieth century, the southwest bedchamber has a four-over-four, double-hung-sash, aluminum
replacement window in the dormer on the back wall and also in the opening on the south side wall,

A board-and-batten door with H-L hinges opens from the passage into the larger, full-depth north bedchamber where
a smal} fireplace with a stone hearth and a four-over-four, double-hung-sash, aluminum replacement window are on
the north side wall. Dormers on the west rear and east front walls also have similar aluminum sash replacement
windows. The ceiling and walls were covered with drywall in the twentieth century including the circa 1808
vertical-board south partition with the board-and-batten door to the narrow stair passage. When originally
constructed, the second floor plan consisted of the large heated room on the north, no central passage and two small
unheated bedchambers on the south. The three rooms and passage were finely finished with plaster.

Access into the roof framing presently is from a rectanguiar entrance cut into the passage ceiling, There is no floor,
and the joists are pit sawn. The collar beam on the south gable is pit sawn, while the north tie beam is hewn. The
pit-sawn rafters are halflap-joined and fastened with rose-head wrought nails at the ridge and to the raising plate.
Several rafte:s on the southwest side have been burned across the top edge which suggests that the oak wood-
shingled roof caught fire at sometime. The first and second rafter pair from both gable ends have spliced logs at the
top, pegged at the ridge but half-lapped and wrought-nailed to the pit-sawn originals resting on the plate. The third
rafters inward from both ends have been spliced at the top about four feet from the ridge with a cut-nailed, mill-sawn
board. However, wrought nails still protrude from the angled ends of these original rafters and are not related to the
board spliced in for later support. They apparently fastened inwardly-sloped rafters for a hipped end, and it was
ultimately determined that the house had jerkin-head or clipped gables when constructed.'® This is the earliest
known jerkin-head roof in Fauquier County.

Overall, the architectural evidence in this Virginia double-pile dwelling house supports the 1760-61 date of
construction estr*'ished by dendrochronology and primary-source research, making it the earliest dated house in
Fanquier County. The English-type framing is composed of either hewn or pit-sawn scantling fastened with rose-
head wrought nails. The one original nine-over-nine, single-hung-sash, wood window with its finely hand-planed
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and treenailed mortise-and-tenon-joined arclitrave, the biock method of stair building and north chimney
construction are pre-Revolution designs. Although there have been several weatherboarded frame additions,

ownets located all but the minor south porch room in the back, thereby diminishing their importance and retaining
the original form of the colonial house from the front and sides. The interior changes to the floor plan, including the
loss of the two corner fireplaces on the south end and the relocation of room partition walls and doors, appear to
bave been influenced by disaster, social trends and the long commercial function as a tavern. One owner utilized
economy of design and preferred preservation treatment as he saved the architectural and cultural value of the circa
1808 rear porch by leaving its mill-sawn roof rafters and sheathing in situ and constructing a low six-foot-nine-inch-
high ceiling underneath for two new rooms created with its enclosure. His eariy-twentieth-century foresight retained
the option to reopen and expose the porch and back wall of the main block in the future. The dwelling and former
tavern retains high architectural integrity in workmanship, materials and design.

Dairy, contributing building, circa 1760: This one-story, one-bay, rubble stone, masonry dairy with an asphalt-
shingled shed roof was built against the north side of the stone meat house and thirty-six feet from the southeast
commer of the dwelling. The roof was fully replaced in the twentieth century when the meat house received a new
cover, The heavily-worn board-and-batten door with clenched T-headed wrought nails on the west eievation may be
original along with its wrought hardware including the heart latch handle. There are three holes in the door where
locks were once fastened. Rose-head wrought nails fasten the H-L hinges on the inside. A worn vertically-barred,
thirty-one-inch-wide by seven-inch-high window is on the north side under the eave, while a four-light wood
casement is on the east elevation. This large architrave has pegged mortise-and-tenon joints like the north window,
but the glazed window is not an original feature. There are seven diagonally-cut square mortises for vertical bars in
the header above. The mortar, with a heavy clay content and litile remaining lime, matches that used in the meat
house. Cement was poured on the interior floor trough and on the north, east and south side ledges probably when
the meat house floor received an application. Closer to the dwelling, this dairy, along with the downhill stone
springhouse, now a ruin, would have been necessary dependencies for a thriving house of private entertainment.
The stonework is identical to the neighboring meat house. The dairy measures thirteen-feet-six inches deep by
eight-feet-ten-inches wide and retains very good integrity.

Meat House, contributing building, 1760-1817: The meat house directly abuts the south wall of the stone dairy.
This one-story, one-bay, rubble-stone masonry building has a non-original, asphalt-shingled pyramidal roof.'” The
meat house is thirteen-feet-six-inches square. The pericd-one hewn door lintel on the west fagade is pegged, but the
jambs are partly lost to Portland cement. Tt¢ board-and-batten door is a replacement. A one-by-two-foot window
opening is on the east back and south sie¢ under the eaves. The window opening on the north is biocked by the
adjacent stone wall of the dairy. The wooden lintel and sill of the south window appear original, but the east
opening’s lintel and jambs are circular-ss vn replacements. Ten vertical hewn bars remain in the south window.
The cement interior floor indicates conversion in the twentieth century for storage. Although the roof has been
replaced, which is not uncommon if used as a smokehouse, there is 2 hewn oak false plate above the lower six-inch-
by-nine-inch broad-axed plate. The hewn eight-to-nine-inch, oak joists are sturdily-pegged through a mortise-and-
tenon joint to the plate. There are wood nailers within the back and side stone walls for a full-width shelf. The
north interior wall beside the dairy had a large four-foot-square hole in the northeast comer and was recently
repaired, along with structural cracks in the long-neglected masonry wall. Dendrochronological sampling of the
west oak plate yielded an 1816 tree felling date, and four oak joists gave 1816 (two), 1817 and 1804 dates, the latter
being without bark edge, while the 1817 date lost one ring. This was not a desired thorough sampling due to the lack
of bark edge on the few oldest timbers. Comparison of the stonework and mortar to the foundation of the oldest
main block of the house and those of the adi~’ sing dairy, however, suggests the masonry walls of this meat house
predate the timbers. This important mea: prese: ving and storage building survived the Civil War and remains as a
significant example of such a vital utility building for a colonial residence and tavern,













































































































































