


7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
-excellent deteriorated - unaltered X original site 

X - good - ruins -altered -moved date N/A X 

- falr -unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The or ig ina l  portion Of Melrose is a strongly proportioned five-bay s t ructure  b u i l t  i n  
the Castellated mode of the  mid-19th-century Gothic Revival. lPhel9th-century archi tectural  
c r i t i c  Andrew Jackson Downing would describe the house a s  a "villa"., which he explained i s  a 
"country house of a person of competence of wealth suf f ic ien t  t o  ljuild and maintain it with 
some sense of t a s t e  and elegance."l In  its scale ,  se t t ing ,  and appearance, the  house indeed 
projects the  romantic aestheticism of a r ich  and cult ivated indi'oidual. 

The walls of the house a r e  executed i n  l i g h t  brown f ie ldstone l a i d  i n  random course, 
squared rubble employing a dressed stone b e l t  course and dressed lab lemolds  over the windows. 
Giving the house i ts  cast le- l ike  a i r  a r e  the  three-story-octagonal tower i n  the  center bay 
of the facade and the corbeled cornices with t he i r  battlemented parapets on both the tower and 
main roof. Entrance t o  the  house on the facade (eas t  front1 is through amodest doorway i n  
the  north s ide of the  tower. The entrance is topped by a shallow Gothic arch. Unfortunately, 
the tower and much of the  facade a r e  obscured by a th2cck growth of ivy. The vines may have 
been pa r t  of t he  19th-century romantic landscapin:, but they have been allowed to g e t  out of 
hand. 

The house is L shaped with what was or ig ina l ly  the  service area occupying the end of 
the e l l .  Entrance in to  the e l l  is through a ves t ibu le  on the  north wall, a t  the  junction of 
the e l l  and the f ron t  section. A t  the  north end of the  f ron t  section i s  a stone bay window 
with a stone cornice and t a l l  narrow sashes. p e  house or ig ina l ly  had a long, wooden veranda 
along the south side,  but t h i s  has disappeared, leaving only i t s  f l oo r  and tWe out l ine  of i t s  

roof marked on the wall. Access t o  the  veranda was through a doorway on the south end of the 
f ron t  section. Despite the somewhat austere  charac'ter of the  or ig ina l  section,  the house has 
a convincingly romantic a i r  and well i l l u s t r a t e s  the i dea l s  of the mid-19th-century Gothic 
Revival. 

Melrose was enlarged considerably around 1920 through a large addit ion t o  the  west end 
for  expanded service  areas.  The walls of t h i s  addit ion a r e  l a i d  i n  a rough-faces coursed ash: 

with battlemented paraoet's. Although'the addition attempts .to'harrmonize;bith the or ig ina l  section. 1 

has an in s t i t u t i ona l  a i r  and lacks the character and refinement of t he  or ig ina l  section.  

Unfortunately, most of the  19th-century f lavor  of the  i n t e r io r  has been l o s t ,  A s  with 
many Gothic Revival houses, most of the  richness of an in t e r io r  was achieved through the 
use of colorful  decorations and t e x t i l e s  such as  carpeting, cur ta ins ,  and furn i ture ,  ra ther  
than with a rch i tec tura l  features.  Stripped of a l l  these elements-, a s  the house has been, the 
rooms of Melrose appear qu i te  bare. The loss  of the  or ig ina l  i n t e r io r  character is compoundei 
i n  t h i s  instance by an attempt made i n  recent decades to glve the i n t e r io r  a Georgian aspect. 
The remodeling was a vapid one: most of the  added features  a r e  th in  stock moldings used to  
make up cornices, c h a i r  r a i l s ,  and panels. The reception room"s Georgianmantels and parquet 
f loors  a lso date  from the in t e r io r  remodeling. Only-the generous proportions of the princi- 
pal  rooms give an idea of themid-Victorian grandeur. The most noticeable or ig ina l  features 
l e f t  on the f i r s t  f l oo r  a r e  the  re la t ive ly  res t ra ined s t a i r  and an undecorated Tudor arch 
separating the center h a l l  from the tower entrance. The stair i s i a n  ordinary one of the 
period, having scrol led brackets, turned balusters ,  ova1 handrail! and turned newel. 

The plan of the  house i s  simple. The wide center h a l l  separates the two principal 
reception rooms; the  par lor  is t o  the north and the l i b ra ry  t o  the  south. The dining room 

was behind the l ib ra ry ,  but i t s  space has been used t o  c rea te  two smaller rooms, a corridor, 
and a back s t a i r .  The present dining room occupies what was the or ig ina l  kitchen immediately 
west of the  former dining room. An iron crane i n  the  f i replace serves t o  remind One of the 

(See Continuation Sheet #1) 



8. Significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1 599 
- 1600-1699 
- 1700-1799 
2 1800-1899 
X 1900- 

Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric c o m m u n i t y  planning - landscape architecture- religion 
- archeology-historic c o n s e r v a t i o n  - law -science 
-agriculture -economics 2 literature -sculpture 

architecture -education L military - social1 
-art -engineering - music humanitarian 
- commerce - explorationlsettlement - philosophy -theater 
-communications -industry - politicsigovernment t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

- invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates 1856-60 B u i l d e r I ~ W E l  George Washington Holtzclaw 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This ruggedly picturesque country house is r a t e d  amongVirginia 's  most important ex- 
press ions  of t h e  Cas te l l a t ed  mode of t h e  mid-19th-century Gothic Revival. B u i l t  between 
1856 and 1860, it was t h e  c rea t ion  of D r .  James H.murray and h i s  brother ,  Edward Murray. 
The a r c h i t e c t  has not  been i d e n t i f i e d ,  b u t  i ts  b u i l d e r  is s a i d  t o  have been George Washington 
Holtzclaw, a Fauquier County res ident .  With its batt lementea s tone  w a l l s ,  c e n t r a l  tower, 
and dramatic s i t i n g ,  Melrose well  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  impact of t h e  19th-century Romantic move- 
ment, more espec ia l ly  t h e  Medievalism popularized by Slr. .Walter Sco t t ,  on Southern landed 
famil ies .  I n  add i t ion  t o  i ts  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s ign i f i cance ,  t h e  house is i n t e r e s t i n g  from a 
l i t e r a r y  standpoint ,  a s  it was v i s i t e d  ea r ly  i n  t h i s  centuxy..by Mary Roberts ~ i n e h a l r b ;  who 
was insp i red  by t h e  p lace  t o  w r i t e  h e r  c l a s s i c  mystery x e  C i r c u l a r S t a i r c a s e .  Melrose was 
a l s o  t h e  s i t e  of Federal  t roop occupation during t h e  C i v i l  War. 

. . , . . . , . . . 
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

D r .  Murray, whose forebears  had come t o  Barbados from Scotland and thence t o  Baltimore, 
married Fanny Harrison Cheston, an h e i r e s s  t o  a shippi'ng fortune.  With t h i s  wealth he was 
a b l e  t o  buy proper ty  i n  Virgin ia  and undertalce t h e  cons t ruct ion  of  Melrose. 'Cle name 
Melrose is taken from Melrose Abbey i n  Scotland near where D r .  Murray's ances tors  l ived .  The 
house 's  name may a l s o  have been inspi red  By t h e  wr i t ings  of S i r  Vklter  Sco t t ,  who used Melrosf 
Abbey a s  a s e t t i n g  i n  some of h i s  s t o r i e s .  Sco t t  was a s  widely read  i n  America a s  he was i n  
h i s  na t ive  land and is c red i t ed  wi th  f o s t e r i n g  much of t h i s  countrpVs i n t e r e s t  i n  Gothic 
Revival a rch i t ec tu re .  

The Murrays d i d  no t  long enjoy t h e i r  grand new s e a t ,  a s  D r .  Murray e n l i s t e d  i n  t h e  medica 
corps of  t h e  Confederate Army and h i s  brother  became a capta in  i n  t h e  Fauquier County Guard. 
The family had completely vacated t h e  house by Apr i l  1862, when t h e  p lace  was occupied by 
Federal t roops.  It was during t h a t  time t h a t  a l i e u t e n a n t  i n  t h e  Indiana Volunteers inscribe* 
on t h e  i n t e r i o r  of  a c l o s e t  t h e  following s t i l l - i n t a c t  message to t h e  owner: 

Dear S i r ,  I th ink  you would have saved t h e  des t ruc t ion  of your b e a u t i f u l  
house by remaining a t  it. I am much pained t o  see  so f i n e  a p lace  destroyed. 
Yet I presume you th ink  it none o f  my business n e i t h e r  y e t .  My d e s i r e  is 
t h a t  a l l  good c i t i z e n s  s h a l l  enjoy t h e i r  homes, of course, you do not  f a l l  
under t h e  above e i t h e r .  

8 .  - 

(See Continuation Sheet  #l,Z). 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
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(See Continuation Sheet # 2  ) .  

10. Geographical Data 
24 Acres. 

Acreage of nomlnated property 

Quadrangle name Catlettl 

UMT References 

Quadrangle scale 
1 r 24000 
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See cont inuat ion  shee t  # 3 

Lis t  a l l  s tates and count ies for propert ies overlapping state or county boundaries 

state N /A code county N/A code 

state N/A code county N /A code 

1 1. Form Prepared By 

namenltle Virgin ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Comiss ion  S ta f f  

organization Virgin ia  His to r i c  Landmarks Commission date September 1981 

street & number 221 Governor S t r e e t  teleohone (804) 786-3144 

clty or town Richmond ,tate Virgin ia  23219 

1 2. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state Is: 

- national X. state - local 

AS the desianated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
~~ ~ 

665). 1 hereby nominate this property for i ~ ~ i u s l o n  in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
accordina to the criteria and orocedures set forth bv thk~er i taae Conservation and Recreation Service. - 
State Historic Preservation Officer signature 
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7. DESCRIPTION 

o r i g i n a l  funct ion  of t h e  space. To t h e  north o f  t h e  p resen t  d in ing  room is  a smal ler  room 
now used a s  an o f f i c e .  A modern k i tchen,  pant ry ,  and se rvan t s '  rooms occupy t h e  l a t e r  wing. 

The second-floor rooms a r e  a l l  very p l a i n .  The most no t i ceab le  o r i g i n a l  f ea tu res  in- 
clude a somewhat s impl i f i ed  bracketed screen a t  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  s t a i r  and some very simple 
Tudor-arch wooden mantels i n  t h e  bedrooms. A p l a i n  c i r c u l a r  s t a i r ,  a l s o  o r i q i n a l ,  ascends 
i n  t h e  tower from t h e  second s t o r y  t o  t h e  roof .  

A s  with nmst19th-century  v i l l a s ,  t h e  s i t e  f o r  Melrose was c a r e f u l l y  se l ec ted  f o r  
dramatic e f f e c t .  Entrance from t h e  county road i n t o  t h e  grounds is through woods which 
open up i n t o  a tree-studded park.  An oval  d r i v e  leads  through t h e  park t o  t h e  north s i d e  
of t h e  house. The t r e e s  a r e  a t  matur i ty ,  g iv ing  t h e  park a venerable aspect .  Immediately 
t o  the  south of t h e  house is a sharp  c l i f f  a t  t h e  bottom of  which i s  Turkey Run. From t h e  
o r i g i n a l  veranda (now a t e r r a c e ) ,  one could have panoramic views ac ross  t h e  c leared  bottom 
lands t o  r o l l i n g  h i l l s  i n  t h e  d is tance .  

No s i g n i f i c a n t  e a r l y  outbui ld ings  remain on t h e  property.  Included elsewhere on t h e  
farm a r e  numerous modern farm bu i ld ings  a s  w e l l  a s  a modern one-story, f ive-sec t ion  dwel l ins .  
These l a t t e r  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  not  included i n  t h e  a r e a  nominated. 

Melrose i s  p resen t ly  unoccupied and unfurnished. The house i s  maintained i n  good 
condit ion and may be  s o l d  f o r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  use. 

'A. J. mwning, - The Archi tec ture  - of  Country Houses (1850), p.257. 

8. SIGNIFICANCE 

H i s t o r i c a l  Background 

For tunate ly ,  Melrose was not  destroyed,  and t h e  grounds continued t o  be an encampment 
f o r  Federal  fo rces .  Perhaps discouraged by t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  t h e  Murrays so ld  t h e  house and 
i t s  1,300 ac res  on December 4 ,  1863, t o  Horace L. Kent of Richmond. (Kent was t h e  o r i g i n a l  
owner of t h e  Kent-Valentine House i n  Richmond, l i s t e d  on t h e  Vi rg in ia  Landmarks Regis ter  
and t h e  National Regis ter  o f  H i s t o r i c  P l a c e s ) .  The Murrays moved back t o  Maryland, purchasin 
Cedar Park, a venerable 17th-century manor house i n  Anne Arundel County. S t i l l  preserved a t  
Cedar Park, i n  t h e  possession of Murray descendants,  i s  an unsigned watercolor  rendering of 
Melrose, probably executed by t h e  a r c h i t e c t .  

The land on which Melrose was e s t ab l i shed  has an  i n t e r e s t i n g  e a r l y  chain of t i t l e .  It 

formerly was p a r t  of t h e  manorial g r a n t s  t o  Robert (King) Car ter  who i n  1727 p u t  10,610 ac res  
of it i n  t h e  name of h i s  son-in-law, Plann Paqe. The "Pageland" t r a c t  was l a t e r  bought by 
Col. Armistead Churchi l l ,  and i n  1765 it w a s  acquired by Henry Fitzhugh of S ta f fo rd  County, 

(See cont inuat ion  Sheet  # 2 )  
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8. SIGNIFICANCE 

H i s t o r i c a l  Background 

who b u i l t  t h e  f i r s t  house on t h e  proper ty  i n  t h e  l a t e  18th  century. It was from t h e  
Fitzhugh family t h a t  t h e  proper ty  was purchased i n  1834 by James H. F i t zge ra ld .  F i t zge ra ld  
had a shadowy background and l e d  t h e  l o c a l s ,  inc luding h i s  wife ,  t o  be l i eve  t h a t  he was 
t h e  l o s t  Dauphin of France. Indeed, he  eventual ly  l e f t  h i s  wife and returned t o  France 
where he d ied  i n  1852. The Plurrays purchased t h e  Melrose property from M r s .  F i t zge ra ld  
i n  1856 and removed t h e  o l d  Fitzhugh house t o  make way f o r  t h e i r  new c a s t l e .  The next owner 
a f t e r  t h e  Murrays, Horace L. Kent, kept  t h e  p l a c e  u n t i l  h i s  death i n  1881, a t  which time 
it was acquired by William Montaque. Montague d ied  i n  1899, and t h e  p lace  was then purchase 
by D r .  Thomas Turnbull.  Turnbul l ' s  widow so ld  Melrose i n  1916 t o  William Weightman, a 
noted polo p laye r .  The most r ecen t  owners, M r .  and Mrs. Herbert Bryant, bought Melrose i n  
1950. M r s .  Bryant was t h e  daughter o f  Sen. James Cousins of Michigan. The Bryants were 
hospi table  t enan t s  and he ld  many hunt b reakfas t s  f o r  t h e  Casanova Hunt a t  Melrose, which 
they f requent ly  opened f o r  garden tou r s .  They a l s o  maintained on t h e  farm an outstanding 
reg i s t e red  Angus c a t t l e  herd and a thoroughbred horse  farm. Melrose was acaui red  by t h e  

I present  owners i n  1980 from M r s .  Bryant 's  h e i r s .  
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10. Geographical Data 

Beginning a t  a po in t  on E s i d e  of VA 602, about 6500' NE of t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  wi th  VA 747; 
thence extending about  1250' SE t o  W s i d e  of Turkey Run; thence about 1000' SW along sa id  
s i d e  t o  confluence wi th  Gupton Run; thence about 1400' N[J along N s i d e  of Gupton Run t o  
E s i d e  of VA 602; thence about 1150' NE along s a i d  s i d e  t o  po in t  of o r i g i n .  

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n :  The boundaries have been drawn t o  inc lude  t h e  main house, i t s  
driveway and lawn, and t h e  wooded park t o  the  west and nor th  of t h e  house. It a l s o  
inc ludes  t h e  s t eep  wooded s lopes  leading  down t o  Turkey Run, a l l  of which se rve  t o  pro- 
v ide  an approximate 19th-century-type informal s e t t i n g  f o r  t h e  house. 






