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historic name Mt. Bleak, Skye Fm-(030-0283) 

2. Location 
street & number 11012 Edmonds Lane not for publication -N/A - 

city of town Delaplane vicinity X 

state V i r g i n i a  code -VA- county -Fauquier & Clarke- code -061 & 043 Zip -201 14- 

3. StateFederal Agenev Certification 
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, 1 hereby certify that this 
X- nomination -request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties - 

in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 
60. In my opinion the property -X- meets -does not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend that this 
property be considered significant -nationally -statewide locally. C See continuation sheet for additional 

, 

~igna&e of c e e m g  official 
- 

V- 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property - meets -does not meet the National Register criteria. ( - See continuation sheet for 
additional comments.) 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

4. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby certify that this property is: 

entered in the National Register 
- See continuation sheet. 
- determined eligible for the 

National Register 
- See continuation sheet. 

determined not eligible for the National Register - 
- removed from the National Register 
- other (explain): 

Signature of Keeper Date of Action 
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5.ClassiBeation 
Ownership of Property (Check as  many boxes as apply) 

- private 
- public-local 
- X- public-State 
- public-Federal 

Category of Property (Check only one box) 
- - building(s) 
- X- district 
- site 
- structure 
- object 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing Noncontributing - 
-23- - 10- buildings 
- 1- - 0 - sites 
- 3- - 0 - structures 

0- - 0 - objects 
- 27- 10- Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register -0- 

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "NIA" if property is not part of a multiple listing.- NIA- 

6. Function o r  Use 
Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 

Cat: -DOMESTIC Sub: -Single Dwelling (six) 
- DOMESTIC - Secondary Structure - Summer Kitchen 
- DOMESTIC Secondary Structure - Wash House wllcehouse- 
- AGRICULTUREISUBSISTANCE - Agricultural Outbuilding 
- AGRICULTUREISUBSISTANCE - Storage 
- AGRICULTUREISUBSISTANCE - Agricultural Field 
- INDUSTRYIPROCESSINGIEXTRACTIONN - Waterworks - R e s e ~ o i r  - Cistern 

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
Cat: -DOMESTIC Sub: -Single Dwelling 
- DOMESTIC - Single Dwelling Vacated- 

- DOMESTIC - S e c o n d ~  Structure - Summer Kitchen 

- DOMESTIC - Secondary Structure - Wash House wflcehouse- 

- AGRICULTUREISUBSISTANCE Agricultural Outbuilding - 

- AGRICULTUREISUBSISTANCE - Storage 
- AGRICULTUREISUBSISTANCE Agricultural Field 
- MDUSTRY/PROCESSMG/EXTRACTIONN - Waterworks - Reservoir - Cistern - Abandoned 
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7. Descriation 
Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions) 

E A R L Y  REPUBLIC - Federal- 
-OTHER - Vernacular 

Materials (Enter categories from instructions) 
foundation -STONE - Sandstone, Limestone; CINDER BLOCK- 
roof - METAL - Ti 
walls - STONE; FRAME; CINDER BLOCK 

W O O D  - 
other STUCCO - 
chimneys - STONE - Sandstone, Limestone; BRICK; CINDER BLOCK 

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

8. Statement of Sieniticance 
Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark 'X" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for 
National Register Listing.) 

-X- A Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of ow history. 

- B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in ow past, 

X- C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or represents the 
work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose 
components lack individual distinction. 

- D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X' in all boxes that apply." 
- A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes. 

- B removed from its original location. 

- C a birthplace or a grave. 

- D acemetery. 

- E a reconstructed building, object or struchue. 

- F a commemorative property. 

- G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years. 
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Areas of Significance (Enter categories 6om inshuctions.) 
Architecture- - 
Agriculture- - 

Period of Significance -1780-1954- 

Significant Dates - 1780 - 
- 1843 

- -  
Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

Cultural Affiliation - NIA 

ArchitectIBuilder - Unknown- 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

9. Maior Biblioeraohical References 
(Cite the books. articles. and other sources used in nreoaring this form on one or more continuation sheets.) . .  - 
Previous dncn&entnti& on file (NPS) 
- preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested. 
- previously listed in the National Register 
- previously determined eligible by the National Register 
- designated a National Historic Landmark 
- recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # - 
- recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # - 
Primary Location of Additional Data 
-x- State Historic Preservation Office 
- Other State agency 
- Federal agency 
- Local government 
- University 
X Other See Bibliography 
Name of repository: 

10. Geo~raohical Data 
Acreage of Property -1,618.278 Acres- 

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 
1 - 18 241620 4320520 2 - 18 242370 4320560 
3 - 18 243020 4320460 4 - 18 253500 4320250 

- X- See Continuation sheet. 
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Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

nameltitle -Cheryl H. Shepherd, Architectural Historian 

organization -Millennium Preservation Services date -2 1 January 2004- 

street & number -P. 0 .  Box 312 telephone -540-349-01 18- 

city or town Warrentoo state Virginia- zip code -20188-03 12- 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 
Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

P ro~e r tv  Owner 
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 

name - Commonwealth of Virginia, Department of conservation and Recreation 

street & number -203 Governor Street, Suite 2 13 telephone 804-786-4375- 

city or town Richmond state -Virginia zip code - 232 19-2094- 

Papemork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to mend  existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Acf as amended (I6 U.S.C. 470 et seq.). 
Estimated Burden Statement: Public repotting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the fonn. Direm comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Chief Administrative Servics Division, National Psrk Service, P. 0. Box 37127, Washington, LX 20013-7127; and the Offloe of 
Management and Budget, Paperwok Reductions Project (10244018). Washington LX 20503. 
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7. Summary Description 

Sky Meadows State Park is located nearly a mile south of Paris and Route 50 in the northwestern-most comer of 
Fauquier County, Virginia, with a small portion extending west into Clarke County. The expansive nominated tract 
of 1,618 acres is comprised of 485.9 acres on the east side of Route 17 with a vast 1,132.3-acre portion lying on the 
west side of this Delaplane-to-Paris Road. The parkland gently slopes east &om the Blue Ridge Mountains on the 
western border into its alternately cloud-shaded and sunlit meadows, hollows and rolling glades in this scenic valley 
of Crooked Run. Sky Meadows is well sewed by Piedmont water sources with Crooked and Gap runs and their 
many branches flowing through the property. Various mils  includmg bridle, the Piedmont Overlook Trail, Vista, 
hiking, multi-purpose, pedestrian and cow paths for the maintenance of agriculture are integrated throughout the 
park. Edmonds LaneRoute 710 serves as the entrance into Sky Meadows State Park in addition to defining the 
southern boundary of the larger western tract. Belle Grove stands on the opposite south side of Edmonds Lane with 
Ovoka Farm on the northern boundary. The park is entirely surrounded by agricultural land and large cattle 
farmsteads. Possessing excellent integrity of setting, Sky Meadows State Park is composed of four important 
eighteenth and nineteenth-cenhuy plantations that have long associations with the Edmonds, Settle, Morgan and 
Tiberlake families. There are twenty-three contributing buildings including barns, one contrihuting site and three 
contributing structures dating between 1780 and 1954. There are ten non-contributing buildings. 

Stone fences dating to settlement or the division of the John Edmonds estate in 1802 and along the former Mountain 
Road at the perimeter of Leeds Manor, still distinguish the former parcels within the park. The many park trails are 
generally designed to approach the historic resources that remain at the dwelling sites. The oldest, circa 1780, one- 
and-one-half-story, Wayside Cottage, built by the first generation John Edmonds, stands on the rise north of the 
Edmonds Lane entrance into the park and above Route 17. The front door faces west into the park, and tall conifer 
trees and boxwood comprise the landscaping for this significant dwelling site. There is a one-and-one-half-story, 
frame, circa 1940, horse barn to the south of the west parking lot. 

Remaining on the same side of Route 17 and about eight-tenths of a mile north toward Paris. the Timberlake 
firmstead is situated on a ridge. There are six contributing buildings, two non-contributing buildings and two 
contributing silo structures on this former nineteenth-century farm. A long, stmight farm road passes a park fishing 
pond on the north through a gate by the frame springhouse that sewed the circa 1860, two-story, stuccoed-frame, 
Vernacular dwelling higher up the hill to the northwest. The outbuildings now date to World War I1 and include a 
one-story, frame storage shed behind the house, a frame cattle-scale building joined by plank fencing to the frame 
bank barn on the southwest hillside. An L-shaped machine and gain shed with a concrete block silo and a tile silo 
stands above the bank barn. A circa 1985 frame gas shed and a same-period frame storage shed, which face each 
other to the north of the hank barn on the dirt farm road, were added by the state park. 

Opposite Route 17 from the Timberlake farm stands a circa 1860, two-story, stuccoed-frame, Vernacular tenant 
house reached by a shorter curved farm road. An old red oak tree in the front yard shades and partly obscures the 
residence. Outbuildings on this east farm consist of a circa 1990 frame horse barn with an earlier concrete block silo 
to the ffont side of the dwelling and two circa 1940 frame sheds standing behind the house. This farmstead, 
therefore, has three contributing buildings, one non-contributing building and one contributing silo structure. 

The primary residence is the stone, circa 1843, Fedeml-style Mount Bleak mansion that Abner Settle built on the 
most prominent and windy hill about two miles deep into the western portion of the park. This plantation is 
approached by a long drive that winds up the hillside where the topography begins to visibly rise at the circa 1984 
M e  contact station situated a mile inward on Edmonds Lane. To accommodate visitation, a paved parking lot is 
on the lower front slope of the Mount Bleak mansion. A paved drive just behmd the lot circles around to the circa 
1843, frame carriage & corn house standing about sixty feet off of the front northwest comer of the primary 
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residence. A circa 1984, one-story, cinder-block picnic shelter is thiieen feet from the west gable end of the 
carriage house, but this modem park building is painted white to match its neighbor and resembles a loafing shed in 
design. Stone steps lead up from the front parking lot to the centered flagstone sidewalk to the entrance of Mount 
Bleak. The front dooryard of the mansion is landscaped with various trees including crabapple, a black walnut, a 
elderly Kentucky Coffee tree and sweet cherry. 

A one-story, timber-framed buildimg used as a secondary kitchen in the 1940s may have been relocated to the Mount 
Bleak west dooryard about that time. The building has a raised stone English basement, and a twentieth-century ice 
house is below ground. A circa 1843, one-and-one-half-story, log summer kitchen stands near the southwest comer 
of the frame wing on the mansion. Completing the Mount Bleak dooryard setting, a circa 1943, frame, Ranch-style 
guest house stands down the south slope from the log kitchen. An addition to accommodate the park use has 
adapted this buildimg into a visitor's center containing public bathrooms, offices and a gift shop. Composed of a 
chicken house, hay barn, a machine shed and loafing shed, the circa 1954 Mount Bleak barn complex is still further 
southwest of the visitor's center. 

The circa 1845, one-and-one-half-story, frame Meeting House with a non-contributing &me woodshed in the rear 
yard stands about four tenths of a mile northwest of the Mount Bleak setting. There are two circa 1940 frame 
loafing sheds northwest off of the Piedmont Overlook Trail and out of sight of the Meeting House. The Edmonds' 
Leeds Manor leasehold, later the plantation of Raleigh Colston (39, was reduced to a ruin in the early 1930s. The 
Snowden dwelling, meat house and outbuilding ruins that could have been built just after the 1787 lease to John 
Edmonds, remain southeast of the Gap Run Trail where the land rises toward the Blue Ridge Mountains. Overall, 
the establishment of Sky Meadows State Park, causing the addition of related accessory buildings and signs, has 
been sympathetic to protecting the integrity of the historic resources. 

Wayside Cottage, contributing building, circa 1780: Wayside Cottage is situated on the hill just north of 
Edmonds Lane and faces west into the park presently. When built in the late eighteenth century for John Edmonds, 
the faqade more likely was on the east elevation overlooking the Shenandoah Road, now Route 17. Although Route 
17 has been altered and relocated in places in the valley in the twentieth century, early plats and maps have the road 
on the east side of the house just as Gilmer indicated in 1863. The road was, however, moved closer to the house in 
the 1950s. The one-and-one-half-story, three-bay, stuccoed-6ame dwelling has a stone foundation and a standing- 
seam-metal gable roof. The corbeled, five-come American-bond, exterior-end chimney above a stone foundation 
on the south elevation sets off from the gable appropriately to the late-eighteenth-century date of the dwelling. This 
distance would be more prominent except for the extension of the roof beyond the rake, which probably occurred in 
the twentieth century to redirect drainage. Although the stone foundation below a brick chimney suggests 
reconsmction, the upper portion is also laid in early common mortar. Perhaps the bricklayer reasoned that stone 
would longer survive alternating freezing and thawing underground. The American-bond brick pattern was only 
occasionally used in the late eighteenth century, so it is notable on Wayside Cottage, if original. 

The present west front entrance has the remains of a classical surround with fluted pilasters and a rectangular cap. 
The impression of a pediment can be seen above in the plaster. This likely non-original detail was probably removed 
when the cornice was boxed and the comers returned in the twentieth century. The raised-panel door is stained. 
Six-over-six, replacement aluminum windows with wood sills and plain wood lintels flank the entrance. Louvered 
wood shutters are on all windows on all elevations. A six-over-six, double-hung-sash, aluminum window is on each 
side of the brick chimney on the south eable end on both stories. The second-story windows are smaller and not set 
directly above those on the ground floor. The east elevation, now the back side of the house, has an enclosed two- 
bay, one-story, frame porch with a standing-seam-metal shed roof at center that obscures the entrance. This porch 
has two six-over-six, double-hung-sash, aluminum windows on the east elevation and a storm door surrounded by 
weatherboard on the south end. A six-over-six, double-hung-sash, aluminum window is on the south of the addition 
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in the main block. The cellar bulkhead with a double-leaf board-and-batten door, is under this window. On the 
opposite north end, the original window opening was decreased for a smaller, six-over-six, aluminum sash. A 
centered gabled dormer with a six-over-six, aluminum sash window is an addition to the roof. There may be an 
original cornice moldimg below the later-added boxed cornice on this east elevation. 

The north gable end is interesting. There were apparently two exterior-end chimneys on stone foundations, now 
removed, leaving the inner stone course keyed into the foundation as evidence. An off-center cinder-block flue now 
rises up the wall. The lower-story windows are six-over-six aluminums. A paired six-over-six aluminum window is 
above center where an earlier opening is questionable, and a louvered vent is in the gable. 

Interior - Cellar access can only be achieved 6om the east bulkhead. A concrete floor is in the entry for the furnace -- 
on the west wall. This room is six feet wide. A dii and l i e  floor is in the central chamber. A nine-to-ten-inch 
hewn summer beam stretches east-to-west rather than north-to-south. A five-foot crawlspace is north of the 
eighteen-inch-deep stone wall. A feature that warrants investigation is the ten-foot-six-inch-deep crawlspace to the 
west. This is the same measurement as the added front porch on Yew Hill near Delaplane. 

Primarv Floor - Beginning with a hall-and-chamber plan in 1780, the fireplace-heated hall with a boxed northeast 
comer stair was on the south end of the house, and two divided heated chambers were on the north. There was no 
elaboration in the north chambers except for a baseboard, while the more formal hall was tinther detailed with a 
hand-carved, molded chair rail with a bead on the bottom edge of the under board. In the twentieth century, the hall 
was partitioned to make a living room west of a comdor, bathroom and small southeast bedchamber. When the 
partition was inserted, the chair rail was moved forward 6om the east wall to this new division rather than removing 
the important detail from the other three walls of the former hall. The inserted central partition running south-to- 
north is in the lime where the Period I fireplace was formerly on the south wall. To achieve space for the bathroom, 
the four winder steps in the hall were flipped over to the north comdor as evidenced by the wire nails and un-worn 
treads. T-head wrought nails are in the rest of the heavily-worn steps above. Probably to achieve more space, the 
fueplaces have been removed 6om the northwest chamber, now a diming room and the northeast chamber, now a 
kitchen. These former fireplaces were likely well intended to heat this colder end of the house. The unaltered walls 
and ceiling on this floor are plastered, while the partitions are of *all material. 

The second floor contains two bedchambers and a central stair hall, typical of the lateeighteenth century. However, 
the south chamber was partitioned and reduced in size to accommodate a bathroom. Otherwise, the walls and 
ceiling are plastered. The north bedchamber has the paired window alteration. The framing, which has entirely 
held its circa 1780 integrity, deserves mention and future documentation. The pit-sawn and hewn oak rafters have 
pegged mortise-and-tenon joints, but at least one set is split half-lapped and fastened with rose-headed wrought nails 
through the tongs, perhaps recognized as a split fork in a tongue-and-fork joint. The roof sheathing still retains the 
original wrought wood-shingle nails throughout. Also remarkable, there are pegged pit-sawn extender rafters lap- 
joined just above the plate to the pit-sawn primary rafters on the west. Just above the joint, diagonal struts are 
further lap-joined and wrought nailed to the primary rafter and finally nailed to the joists for additional support. The 
extender rafters are a second suggestion of a porch on the west side of the house and built in Period I or very close to 
it. If it was indeed fully executed, this suspected porch may he enclosed within the wall of the present front of the 
house, which has an exterior width of twenty-eight feet and eight inches or the rafters may have been cut when the 
cornice was boxed. 

Although Wayside Cottage has been heavily altered, its original, circa 1780, form and hall-and-chamber plan remain 
discernible. The dwelling is not engulfed in overwhelming additions. Thus, John Edmonds's mansion retains its 
historic integrity and makes an important lateeighteenth-cenhIry contribution to the architectural significance of 
Sky Meadows State Park. Today, the chief park ranger resides in the dwelling. 
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Horse Barn at Wayside Cottage, contributing building, circa 1940: Now used for storage, this one-and one-half- 
story, three-bay, board-and-batten h m e  stable has a cinder-block foundation and a standing-seam-metal gable roof. 
The building is situated out to the southeast of the paved parkimg lot on a knoll. The east front elevation has a Dutch 
board-and-batten door flanked by a six-light casement window on the south and paired slidimg, six-light windows on 
the north. There were probably three Dutch stall doors on this elevation originally until its adaptation for storage. 
The roof extends to a three-bay colonnade to shelter the horses. A Dutch door is on the south gable end, and a hay 
door is in the gable. The buildimg is one of two outbuildings shown on a 1953 highway plat when a secondary drive 
passed between it and the cottage. 

Contact Station, non-contributing building, circa 1984. This one-story, one-bay, frame buildimg is situated about 
a mile straight into the park on Edmonds Lane and serves as the first information station where honor fee-payment 
envelopes are acquired. Rangers lock the wooden gates on the east and west sides across the road to Mount Bleak at 
the expiration of daily park hours. 

Mount Bleak Mansion, contributing building, circa 1843: The circa 1843, Federal-style Mount Bleak mansion 
faces north. The original dwelling is of stone with a circa 1850, hvo-and-one-half-story, frame wing to the west. 
The two-and-one-half-story, five-bay-wide, uncoursed rubble stone, main block has a raised English basement, a 
standing-seam-metal gable roof and two interior-end stone chimneys. The boxed cornice has four shallow moldings 
below and a feathered fascia. Three wooden steps above a cast stone step lead up to the one-story, one-bay, 
pedimented porch supported by chamfered posts with dissimilar caps. Squared pilasters flank the cenhill raised- 
panel door that sets more than two feet deep into the stone facade and is surrounded by a bolection molding, raised- 
panel jambs and over-panel. A three-light rectangular transom is above the entrance. Two nine-over-six, double- 
hung-sash, wood windows with wooden sills and lintels are on each side of the entrance. The sash is surrounded by 
a heavy bolection molding on the h e .  The five-ranked, six-over-six, double-hungsash windows on the second 
story are similar in framing. Wood louvered shutters are on both stories. The five three-light, wood awning cellar 
windows are also detailed with a bolection molding. The east windows retain horizontal wooden bars, but they may 
be replacements. 

The east eable has a six-light, wood casement window with a wood sill and lintel in the attic opening to the north 
side of the chimney. A plain rake board appears to cover the beaded one below that still remains uncovered on the 
opposite west end. Evidence of a removed porch can be seen in the stone on this east end. Uncommon to the 
Federal style, the fenestration on the south rear elevation is asymmetrical. The stuccoed first story under the five- 
bay, full-width porch has four bays includimg two dissimilarly-sized doors in the center flanked by a nine-over-six, 
double-hung-sash window on the east and west. The center raised-panel door has a heavy hewn wood sill and wood 
lintel. To its left (west) is a four-inch taller and narrower, most unusual, Dutch raised-panel door recessed twenty- 
two inches into the diming room. This door also has a heavy hewn sill and has nineteenth-century integrity. The 
Dutch door would enable easier food service from the exterior kitchen to servants waiting in the dining room. 

The second story has three six-over-six, double-hung-sash, wood windows with wood sills and lmtels. Wood 
louvered shutters are on these windows. The first-story porch stands on a stone foundation and has chamfered posts 
supporting the standing-seam-metal shed roof. The ceiling is wainscoted in keeping with the front porch. The entire 
stone house was fully stuccoed either immediately following construction or sometime before the frame wing was 
attached to the west gable. Stucco remains on the stone of the west gable in the attic connection of the h m e  wing. 

Frame wing. circa 1850: Although equal in stories to the stone main block, this addition is lower in height for two 
important reasons. First, the frame wing does not have a raised English basement as the stone house has. Secondly, 
the builder apparently intentionally dug deeper and lowered the frame wing's foundation so the addition would not 
dominate or diminish the status of the main block. This three-bay, two-and-one-half-story, weatherboarded frame 
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wing has a stone foundation, a standing-seam-metal gable roof and an exterior-end stone chimney on the west gable. 
The fenestration is asymmetrical on the north h n t  elevation, beimg composed of a six-over-six, double-hung-sash 
wood window on the east, distanced from the two closely-spaced, six-over-six, double-hung-sash wood windows at 
the west. The weatherboard is twentieth century. There is a comer board. The opposite south rear elevation is four 
bays wide following alterations to accommodate park usage. The six-over-six, double-hung-sash, wood window at 
the west appears original. A single-light, raised-panel door follows toward the center hut bas a board-and-batten 
door abutting its east right side that opens into stairs to the second floor. A stairway with only exterior access would 
be an unusual feature if it were original, but it is not. Layers of architectural evidence indicate that the stairway was 
relocated in the late nineteenth century. When originally built, the first-floor winders began in the west chamber 
with the stairs rising up to the second floor in the east bedchamber. Just inside the exterior board-and-batten door, 
the east stair wall is clearly patched where the former opening was for the steps to turn into the west chamber on the 
fust floor. A Plexiglas-covered opening reveals circular-sawn lath fastened with cut nails in this patch. Therefore, 
the exterior access to the stairs is not original. The final existing opening on the south elevation is to the east, which 
leads into the public bathroom recess. A partly-enclosed, full-width porch with a standing-seam-metal shed roof is 
across this south elevation of the 6ame wing. . 

Interior- The cellar enaance for the main block is at the west end on its south elevation. Wood stairs down from 
the porch arrive at a heavy board-and-batten door. Exposed split lath fastened with cut nails was found on a few 
joists lending additional support to the 1843 date of conshuction. The floor is now poured cement. Log joists run 
north-south except under the hall where they are east-to-west. The west chamber only was originally plastered with 
the log joists broad-axed on the bottoms to accommodate the lath. The fireplace in the stone chimney on the west 
end has been bricked in. There is no cellar under the frame wing, but crawlspace access reveals the hewn sill is 
about two feet lower than the sill on the stone house. 

Primarv floor. circa 1843 main block - The 6ont door opens directly into the cenhal M. The interior side of 
this raised-panel door and all others on this floor are faux-grained. The back door in the hall is not quite aligned with 
the front door. The three-ranked stairway with straight balusters rises up the west wall. The stair ends are detailed 
with an applied carved wood spiral design that resembles a triple flattened bass clef. A pendant drops from the 
upper turned newel. The handrail appears to be walnut and has carved complex turns more often than spliced 
angles. The owner's status is demonstrated with this fine stairway. The first-floor rooms including the central hall. 
parlor and diinine room have tall baseboards finished with a t o m  molding, and the walls and ceilings are plastered. 
The intricately-carved door and window architraves throughout have bull's-eye comer blocks popular in the late 
Federal period. The & on the east has a broad stacked mantelshelf supported by round columns. Instead of a 
cushion frieze, it is concave and vernacular in influence. The two nine-over-six, double-hung-sash windows on the 
north and single centered window on the south are deep-set into the stone walls and have angled jambs. The dining 
room is opposite the central hall to the west. The window details in this room are similar to the parlor. The stacked 
mantelpiece on the west wall is less formal and supported by squared pilasters. This 6ieze comes to a convex point 
in the center, which is suggestive of the Greek Revival style. Taking advantage of the interior chimney, a cupboard 
with a glazed door was installed in the recess to its north apparently in the early twentieth century. The door to the 
frame wing is at the opposite south end of the chimney. The unusual Dutch door to the outside is in the southeast 
comer of the south wall. 

Primarv floor. frame wing: Entering through the door in the southwest comer of the dining room, the lower wing 
requires three steps down. Brown-painted floor boards average ten inches wide. The wing has two rooms. The 
chambers presently are equally sized, being just over thirteen feet long east to west, since the relocation of the 
partition westward seventeen inches. This alteration apparently occurred during the stair relocation. The west 
chamber is reached through the board-and-batten door in the northwest comer of the east room. This chamber 
presently serves as a kitchen. The west fireplace wall has been covered with drywall. 
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Second floor. frame wing: The stairs &om the exterior rise into the west room. Composed of two bedchambers, any 
evidence of a fireplace on the west wall of the west room is covered behmd drywall, but a stove flue is evident. The 
wide random-width pine floor boards demonstrate the use of cut nails and a mill saw. The baseboard has a half-inch 
bead in the east chamber but is plain in the west, showing a degree of hierarchy in the former room. A doorway on 
the east wall, northeast comer leads into the east chamber. Clear evidence of the late-nineteenth-century stairway 
relocation is seen in the floor. Comer posts and the upper hewn girder in this room can be discerned, although they 
are plastered over. Off-center steps on the east wall rise steeply up to the higher second floor of the stone main 
block. 

Second floor. stone house: There are two back bedchambers and a central stair hall with an added bathroom opposite 
on the front north wall in this circa 1843 house. The west bedchamber does not have a tireplace in the plastered 
interior chimney, and there is no hearth to suggest a formerly heated room. A closet with a double-leaf, board-and- 
batten door has been added in the niche between the interior chimney and the north wall. A later-cut door to the 
frame wing is in the southwest comer of the west wall, judging by the awkward fit of the surround. Archibaves are 
plainer but still molded in these family quarters. Doors are board-and-batten instead of flat or raised paneled. The 
baseboard is lower and less elaborate, so hierarchy of rooms does remain in this late Federal-style house. The 
window jambs are still deep and beveled. The master bedroom on the east end has a fireplace on the east wall. Its 
mantel is heavier and less delicate than the one below in the parlor, the pilasters are simpler and the fiieze is plain, 
but this is a fine Federal chimneypiece for the upper chamber. Later closets with board-and-batten doors flank the 
fireplace, again taking advantage of the interior chimney. The upstairs pine floors are in very good condition. 
Widow sashes throughout the residence appear to he first-period with eight-by-twelve-inch panes and metal pins to 
hold the lower sash open. 

Mount Bleak mansion holds very good integrity in spite of stairway relocation in the late nineteenth century, later 
closet installation and still later, a few minor changes to accommodate park use. Today the stone of the main block 
is exposed, but immediately during construction or prior to the connection of the frame wing, merchant Ahner Settle 
stuccoed his masonry dwelling house. The application would have provided a measure of insulation on this windy 
high ridge. The Federal-style house is well built in the English manner and will endure for many, many years to 
come. 

Mount Bleak Carriage & Corn House, contributing building, circa 1843: This south-facing, timber-framed 
building formed the northwest dooryard of Mount Bleak when a now-demolished ham stood perpendicular to its 
west as shown in a 1937 aerial photograph. It is a substantial building, measuring 56.6 feet long by 21.2 feet wide 
and appears to have been constructed in one period. This one-and-one-half-story, three-bay, frame barn has a stone 
foundation and a standmg-seam-metal gable roof. The west end with vertical board sheathing and no banens to 
allow ventilation contains the com house. A tall, broad carriage opening with a dirt floor is to its east followed by a 
shorter and narrower hay now storing machinery. A board-and-batten door is next in the east board-and-batten 
portion of the barn. The east gable end has a board-and-batten hayloft door in the gable and douhle-leaf sliding 
doors below. The carriage, wagon or machine hays have sliding wood doors on the north back wall to allow exit to 
the fann instead of the dooryard. The ham is so long that two hewn upper girders are scarf-joined and pegged. A 
board-and-batten single door is in the corn house on this elevation because this portion partly served as a stable. The 
west aable end has no openings. 

a r  - All hewn comer posts are about hvelve-inch timbers ripped or L-cut for the comer. The hewn studs, 
mortised into a hewn sill, are about as broad as the comer posts to accommodate the length of the buildimg. The 
ceiling joists are largely rough logs with a few hewn members; however, the joists do not extend the width of the 
barn and are lap-joined to an extender. This initially suggested a north-south addition, but more evidence pointed 
toward the necessity due to the size of the buildimg and closer proximity of shorter trees. The corn house portion has 


































































