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1 .  Name of P r o p e r t y  
- - - - 
h i s t o r i c  name- THE OAKS 

o t h e r  na rnes / s i t e  number - INNES HILL VDHR FILE No.: 30-320 

2 .  L o c a t i o n  

s t r e e t  & number - 8457 Oaks Road n o t  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n  N / A  
c i t y  o r  town Warrenton v i c i n i t y  -X- 
s t a t e  V i r g i n i a  code VA county  Fauquier  code 061 z i p  code 20186 

3 .  S t a t e / F e d e r a l  A g e n c y  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  

A s  t h e  d e s i g n a t e d  a u t h o r i t y  under t h e  Nat ional  H i s t o r i c  P rese rva t ion  Act of 1986, a s  amended, I hereby c e r t i f y  
t h a t  t h i s  -x_ nomination - r e q u e s t  f o r  determinat ion of e l i g i b i l i t y  meets t h e  documentation s t a n d a r d s  f o r  
registering properties i n  t h e  Na t iona l  Reg i s t e r  of H i s t o r i c  Places  and meets t h e  p rocedura l  and professional 
requlrernents s e t  f o r t h  i n  36 CFR P a r t  60. I n  my opinion,  t h e  p roper ty  
-x- meets  - does  no t  meet t h e  Na t iona l  Reg i s t e r  C r i t e r i a .  I recommend t h a t  t h i s  p r o p e r t y  be considered 

s i q n i f i c a  G a t l o n a l l y =  - -. ~ atewlde - l o c a l l y .  ( - See continuation s h e e t  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  c 0 m e n t s . i  - f5@5=4A 
SlGnaQure 6 c e r t l f y l n g  o f f l c l a l  

&<+d+. 
D i r e c t o r ,  V i r g i n i a  D e p a r t m e n t  of H i s t o r i c  R e s o u r c e s  
S t a t e  o r  F e d e r a l  a g e n c y  a n d  b u r e a u  
I n  my op ln lon ,  t h e  p r o p e r t y  - meets - does not meet t h e  Nat lonal  
Reg l s t e r  c r l t e r l a .  I - See c o n t l n u a t l o n  shee t  f o r  additional c 0 m e n t s . i  

S i g n a t u r e  of c o m e n t l n g  o r  o t n e r  o f r l c l a l  Date 

S t a t e  o r  Federa l  agency and bureau 

----- -- ------------ 
4 .  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  Service C e r t i f i c a t i o n  --- - -- - 
I ,  hereby c e r t i f y  t h a t  t h l s  p r o p e r t y  is: 

- e n t e r e d  i n  t h e  Na t iona l  Re i s t e r  
See c o n t i n u a t i o n  shee? .  

- d m r m l n e d  e l l g i b l e  f o r  t h e  
N > V l " " = S ,  nnni =tor ..-a ..- 

See con?lnuat lon s h e e t .  
- d m r r n r n e d  not  e l r g l b l e  f o r  t h e  

Natxonal R e o l s t e r  
- removed f rom- the  Na t iona l  Regrs t e r  

- o t h e r  ( exp la rn i  : 

Signature o r  Keeper  ua t e  o r  HC'LlOn 



Property Name, County 
The Oaks, Fauquier County, Virginia 

---- - --- 7- -- 
5. Classification --------- - -- 
Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply) 

X private - - 
public-local 
public-State 
public-Federal 

Category of Property (Check only one box) 
- - building (s) 
X district - - 

site - 
structure 
object 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing Non-contributing 
13 - - 4 - buildings 
2 - - -- sites 
1 - -  - - structures 
- - - objects 

16 - - - 4 - Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National 
Register 0 - - -  

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/AV if property is not part of 
a multiple property listing.) -- N /A 

6. Function or Use - 
Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
Cat: -DOMESTIC Sub: -Single Dwelling 

D O M E S T I C  -Secondary Structure 
R E L I G I O N  -Church-related residence - 
- AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE- - Agricultural Field 
-AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE- .- Storage 
-AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE- - Agricultural Outbuilding- 
-AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE- -Horticultural facility- 
INDUSTRY/PROCESSING/D(TRACTION - Energy facility 
- LANDSCAPE - Garden, Forest 

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
Cat: - DOMESTIC Sub : Single Dwelling 

DOMESTIC Secondary Structure - - 
AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE - Agricultural Field - - 



Property Name, County 
The Oaks, Fauquier County, Virginia 

AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE Agricultural Outbuilding 
AGRICLJLTURE/SUBSISTENCE~ H o r t i c u l t u r a l  Facility - 
INDUSTRY/PROCESSING/EXTRACTION E n e r g y  facility 
L A N D S C A P E  G a r d e n ,  Forest 

7. Description 

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions) 
LATE lgT%D 20TH CENTURY REVIVALS - NEO-CLASSICAL 

 ater rials (Enter categories from instructions) 
foundation STONE; HOLLOW TILE; CONCRETE BLOCK; CINDER BLOCK 
roof SLATE; METAL-Tin; ASPHALT 
walls BRICK; HOLLOW TILE; GLASS 

WOOD = Weatherboard; Board-and-batten; Log 
other Chimney BRICK; Porch WOOD; BRICK; Lintel BRICK; STONE KEYSTONE 

Cornice WOOD 

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property 
on one or more continuation sheets.) 

8. Statement of Significance -- - 
Applicable National Register Critsria (Mark "x"  i n  
one or more boxes for the crlterra alifying the 
property for Natlonal Regxster listing? 

x A property 1s assaclared wrrn events thar have rnade a slgnlf~canr 
C O n t T l b u f l a n  to the broao patterns of our h l s t o r y .  

a Property ls assoclateo wlth the lives of persons signlf~canr 
I" our past. 

x c ~zoperty unbadres the dlrtrncrlve characteristics of a =me, 
p e  r x d .  3 1  m e t h o d  O f  C o n s t r ~ c y l 3 n  
or represents the work of a master or possesses h, artlsrrc v a l v e s  
or repreJencs a srgnlflcani and dlsklngvlshable eml$ *nose componenri 
lack rndlvldual alstrnctlon. 

D Properr); has ylelded, or 1s lrkely to yield ~nfomar:on important 
1-en15tory Or i s t o r y  

Criteria Considerations (Mark "Xu i n  a l l  the boxes 
that apply.) 

A owned by a r e l l u l o u s  in6trtu:lon a r  used fa: 
relig~Vorpurpoiles. 

B r~moved from its orlqlnal l a c a r ~ a n .  - 

c a birthplace or  a grave. - 

D a cemetery. - 

E a reconstructed bulldlng, object ,  or rrructure. 

i a comemorarlve property. - 

G less than 50 years of age or a c h ~ e v e d  s l g n l f l c a n c e  u ~ c h i n  
r c e  oazr 50 years. 



Property Name, County 
The Oaks, Fauquier County, Virginia 

Areas of Sianificance (Enter cateqories from instructions) 
- ARCHITECTURE 

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE - 
- AGRICULTURE 

Period of Significance - 1881 
- 1928-1951 

Significant Dates - 1881 - 
- 1931 - 

Significant Persons (Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

Cultural Affiliation 
Architect - W. H. Irwin Fleminq, Architect - .  
Builder - W. J. Hanback, Builder 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on 
one or more continuation sheets.) 

See Continuation Sheets 

9. Major Bibliographical References - - 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one 
or more continuation sheets.) 
Previous documentation on file INPSI- preliminary Primary Location of Additional Data -x -State 
determlnatlon of individual listing 136 'CFR 6 7 )  Historic Preservation Office -x- Other State agency 
ha5 been requested.- previously listed in the -x- Federal agency -x- Local government -x- 
National Register- previously determined eligible university- x- Other Name of repository: 
by the National Register- designated a National x (see Bibliography Section 9)  
Hlstorlc Landmark- recorded by Hlstoric American - 
Bulldings Survey # recorded by Hlstorlc 
Amerrcan Engineering Record # 

10. Geographacal Data 

Acreage of Property -151.4419 

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet1 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

-X- See continuation sheet. 

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 



Property Name,  County 
The Oaks, Fauquier County, Virginia 

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title-Cheryl H. Shepherd, Architectural Historian 

organization- Millennium Preservation Services date -10 August 2001 

street & number- 174 Winchester Street) P. 0. Box 312 telephone- (540) 349-0118- 

city or town-Warrenton state- VA- zip code -20188-0312 

Additional Documentation 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 
Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 

name- ELIZABETH WILLIAMS GOOKIN. Owner 

street & number- THE OAKS, 8457 OAKS ROAD telephone- 540-347-2919 - 

c i ~ y  or town- WARRENTON state -VA- zip code - 20186 - 

-. =--.,. 
Esrinurcd Buidrn s t . t u n n r :  P " b l l C  ir..rtm. burden to. Chi .  lorn c.rlrr.d I. ." .l... I l l  lour. ..,ll. "., inci"dlnl rhr r.rr f m r  ir"l..lng .nltcucr.onr 9.inrr.n. me M i n f n i n i n q  oar.. 
aria comlcr inq  a M  irulsrinq me t o m .  D l r s c r  cinn.nt8 rcvardlnq this burdm rlrl.ure ."). ..Pic .f r h l l  mi. ro mr C h l r l .  I d n Y n l l t i a r l n  Pcluircm ~ l ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ :  N.LL0n.l P a r k  icrulir. P O .  li-r 
37127, Yarninqron. DC i"oll-7l2li ano mr ot f lc .  or "an.*-nr m d  .ua..r. @.p..ro." *6YEt .DN 1 ..,.< c ,,"I,."" , . I .  *..h.".ron. DC I",",.  
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CONTINUATION SHEET 

Section I Page 1 The Oaks 
Fauquier County, Virginia 

Narrative Desc- 

The Oaks contains 15 1 acres of pastoral land situated approximately three and one-half miles southwest of 
Warrenton on the north side of Route 802 or Springs Road, the old road to Culpeper. Fauquier White Sulphur 
Springs, now a country club, lies a mile to the southwest and the Rappahannwk River runs two miles to the north. 
The Oaks is bordered by Springs Road on the south, agricultural land mostly preserved in conservation easements 
on the north and west and Clovercroft Farm on the fast boundary. The equestrian estates of North Wales and Dog 
Patch Farm lie on the opposite east side of Springs Road The approximate 40-acre southwest portion of The Oaks 
remains heavily forested and is separated from the open pashueland and mansion landscape to the nonheast by 
Route 68 1 or Holtzclaw Road. This picturesque hventieth+entuq country estate has thirteen contributing buildings 
dating from 1928 to 1945. The agent's cottage, tile barn, corn house, spring house and summerhouse were built 
between 1928 and 1930, while the Neoclassical-style mansion, garage with servants' quarters, greenhouse. log 
cabin, potato house, pump house, chicken house and field shed were built between 1931 and 1945. There are two 
contributing sites including the mansion landscape and scene of the 1881 duel. and one contributing windmill 
StnICNre. The Oaks has four non-contributing buiMings which fall out of the period of significance. Since the 
Bowdens created this country estate. it has remained in the protective ownership of the family and retains good to 
excellent integrity in location, setting, design, workmanship, materials, feeling and association. 

Mansion Landscape, contributing site, 1933-1951: A long drive passes a gmve of trees including red and white 
oaks in the outer front doolyard before arriving at a grass circle at the south portico. A stone ha-ha wall runs along 
the lower perimeter of the circle. The drive further leads around to the flagstone counyard outside the garage at the 
east wing. Azaleas, hollies. a tall magnolia and dogwoods on a raised stone-walled rockery island outside the dining 
and service wings screen cars parked in this courtyard. The greenhouse projects from the southeast comer of the 
garage. A stone retaining wall extends from its southwest comer along the drive where lilacs, forsythia and mock 
orange are planted on the east rise. The meat houseand log cabin are situated behind the bathhouse and swimming 
pool further to the northeast. Tall cedar, oak and holly trees stand back from the opposite west end of the house 
leaving an open view to the round, brick lily pond in the lower-level of the back lawn. A cast stone fountain stands 
in the center of the pond. This feature is in axis with the double stairway in the English cross bond brick retaining 
wall extending from the northwest comer of the h o w  along the upper lawn. A wishing well made of glazed brick 
in the English cross bond with an omate cast iron open dome stands off the northeast comer ofthe north rear porch 
of the mansion. The porch overlooks the expansive central bowling green which concludes with deciduous trees. a 
flower garden and flowering bushes. A cast stone Japanese laniem on a pedestal stands near the northeast comer. 
A most unusual landscape feature begins about thirty feet north of the garage where an allee of tall cedar trees leads 
out to the underground pump house which seems to give it more importance than it deserves. A second allee of pine 
trees then begins about fifly feet to the northeast. There does not seem to be a destination point for the second allee 
and both are placed just outside the central green. These allees are planned, as opposing trees are planted at a slight 
diagonal to allow for growth. Beyond the mansion landscape to the north and west meadows open to agricultural 
fields and outbuildings. Designed as an extension ofthe house. the mansion landscape retains high inteprity. 
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Mansion, contributing building, 1931-1933:' The Neoclassical-style mansion. designed by architect W. H. Irwin 
Fleming and built between 1931 and 1933 by W. J. Hanhack, has a four-part plan with an original attached service 
wing. The latter joins a four-bay arcade to the three-bay garage with servants' quarters above and greenhouse on 
the east side. The one to two-and-one-half-story, thirteen-bay-wide masonry house is built with rubbed and glazed 
brick in an unusual English cross bond pattern on a stone foundation. The house itas a partly raised basement, slate 
gable roof and seven corbeled brick chimneys. The five-bay main block pmjects one bay and is twoand-one-half- 
stories on a partly English basement with a modillion cornice, slate gable roof and paired double-end parapet 
chimneys. Its prominent two-story, four-bay, pedimented portico has four extraordinary fluted Tower of the Winds 
columns on limestone bases supporting a full entablature with a plain frieze, modillion cornice, brick tympanum and 
slate roof.' This dignified Classical Revival-style portico has a cement plastered ceiling with a herringbone brick 
floor below. The early Federal-style entrance has a raised-panel door embellished with fluted pilasters, leaded glass 
sidelights and a leaded fanlight. Two six-over twelve, double-hung sash windows with rubbed brick jack arches and 
raised-panel shutters flank the portico. The five second-story windows are six-over-six, double-hung sash with 
rubbed brick jack arches and less formal louvered shutters. All openings have limestone sills and keystones. 
Identical two-bay, one-and-one-half-sfory wings with corbeled brick end-wall c h i i e y s  are set back on the east and 
west sides of the main block. The ground story has ten-light French doors with Gothic-style elliptical transoms 
above. These paired entrances have limestone sills, a keystone in the elliptical arch and raised panel shutters. Two 
brick, gabled wall dormers with six-over-six, double-hung sash windows are above, a Colonial Revival-style detail. 
The molded cornice is without elaboration. A one-story, three-bay pantry and kitcben wing on an English basement 
steps back at the east end. The windows are six-over-six, doublehung sash with limestone sills, keystones and 
raised-panel shutters. A round window with four keystones is in the projecting two-bay kitchen gable. A onebay 
brick porch with a fully screened arch and slate gable roof is set back on the east side. 

North rear elevation: The five-bay-wide main block sets back one-bay from the east and west wings that have 
facades matching the front. A twostory, Greek Revival-style porch spans the full width of the main block. This 
spacious porch has six flat-paneled pillars on limestone bases supporting a heavily molded and dentiled cornice. 
The porch floor is of purple and green slate flagstone, and the ceiling is golden plaster. Originally built with a 
Neoclassical Chippendale balustrade on the tlat porch roof, this feature was removed during maintenance and is still 
stored in the barn.' The porch was extended seven feet out to the north in 1935.' French doors with elliptical 
Gothic-style transoms and keystones open out onto the porch from the east dining mom and west library wings. 
There are five Gothic-style arched dormen with casement windows and heavy wood architraves on the slate gable 
roof. The facade of the main block under the porch has a matching design of windows to the front on both stories. 
The centered raised-panel door is flanked by Tuscan pilasters, then a panel of brick with a four-light casement 
window and concluding with outside T u r n  pilasters. The pilasters and frieze help visually support a heavy wood 
Palladian window which has two lonic pilasters, two lonic columns and a full entablature with rnodillions. The 
center Gothic window has a twelve-over-twelve. double-hung sash while the sides are four-over-six. 

The one-story pantry and kitchen wing at the east end is three bays wide with a six-over-six, double-hung sash 
window. Two six-over-six, double-hung sash windows flank a buttressed English m s s  bond brick chimney in the 
projecting gable of the kitchen. All windows here have raised-panel shutters and limestone sills but are not 
elaborated with a jack arch or keystone. There are six-over six, double-hung windows and a four-light raised-panel 
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door in the stone English basement below. Stone stairs with a wrought iron railing step down to the basement door. 
Both side elevation views have interesting multiple gables due to the variation of setback and stories, but architect 
Irwin Fleming maintained perfect alignment in the roof pitch. Although not prominent facades. he carried all front- 
displayed decorative details to the sides. The - has two tm-light French doors with a Gothic-style 
elliptical transom and keystone above. Both have raised-panel shutters. A rectangular ten-light French door to a 
semi-circular balcony with a diamond-patterned wrought iron balustrade is on the second story. The shutters are 
louvered. A rubbed-brick jadc arch with keystone is above the door. The corbeled chimney has a narrow wood 
louvered vent. However, four removed header bricks in a cross panem comprise the vents in the parapet chimneys. 
A six-over-twelve, double-hung sash window with a six-over-six sash above are visible on the west facade of the 
main block. Both have limestone sills and mbbed brick jack arches with keystones. The second-story window has 
louvered shutters, while the fvst has the typical raised-panel. 

Excluding the four-bay arcade to the garage, the gast side facade is five-bays wide. The one-bay, two-story south 
portico and a six-over-twelve, double-hung sash window with a smaller six-over-six, double-hung sash above are 
revealed on the projecting main block. An operable g l a d  lunette with a limestone sill and keystone is in the gable. 
In the one-and-one-half-story wing, a tall southeast Gothic-style elliptical window with a six-over-six, double-hung 

sash above are revealed. A narrow wood louvered vent is in the end-wall chimney, while a cross-shaped vent is in 
the parapet.chimneys. A six-over-six, double-hung sash window is in the projecting ell of the one-story service 
wing. The east facade of the brick kitchen porch has two fully-screened arches and a round, louvered. wood vent in 
the gable. 

Interior: The mansion has twenty-two rooms, six bathrooms, twenty-four closets and nine fueplaces. The basement 
is excavated from the middle of the main block to the east end. The floor is poured concrete except for the brick tile 
laid in the game room. All exmior walls are stone, while the interior partitions are hollow tile. There are two 
stairways with a round mahogany handrail and tapered round balwers down to the basement. The first leads From 
the small stair hall outside the pantry and maid's hall in the first floor service wing. A cold room below these stairs 
to the east has food storage shelves and a wood, six-light, awning window in the northeast comer. The spacious 
laundry room with three original porcelain sinks and plastered walls is to the north. This raised work room has 
ample light from two six-over-six, double-hung sash windows in the northwest comer. The intact window on the 
northeast wall is covered with drywall. A four-light, flat-paneled door fmm the passage opens out to the stone 
channel wall and stain to the back yard. A wood, six-light, hopper window is at the south end of this plastered 
passage. The boiler room and a storage room are under the mai" block. Mr. Fleming's characteristic archway 
leading to a rectangle is demonsmted in the basement as well as on the second and third floors. An archway is cut 
through the deep stone end wall of the main block from the storage room and a rectangular door is opposite the 
resulting tunneled passage at the west hall. A stone-walled game room to the front has a fine stone fireplace with a 
flagstone hearth and a heavy four-by-eight mantel resting on two cantilevered cut stone blocks. The west hall 
stairway opposite this room leads up to the service stairs behind the den. 

First Floor: The main stair hall has six-inch-wide oak floors, a baseboard, paneled dado and molded plaster cornice. 
The walls, ceiling and arch over the entrance are plastered. The grand stairway winds around three walls above the 
back raised-panel door, and its exceptional width allows a view of the Palladian window above the spacious 
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landing. Georgian treatment was given to the sets of three turned mahogany balusters and the spiral termination of 
the mahogany rail. The treadsnds, landing and backstairs at this fust floor are paneled, while the distinctive 
English Gothic arch mold ig  on the upper hall landing is suggestive of the Gothic aisle arcades at St. James' 
Episcopal Church in Warrenton, Virginia. Wide doors to the west library and east drawing mom have crossened 
architraves and pediments with a cushion frieze. The elaborate drawing mom has oak floors, a baseboard, molded 
chair rail, plastered walls and ceiling ornamented with a plaster, floriated circle band surrounding a plain center. 
This decoration compliments the plaster egg and dart cornice molding. All windows in this mom and on the fust 
floor rise into a wall pocket. The fireplace on the east wall has a rose grey marble hearth and slip. The molded 
shelf with a Wall of Troy dentiled cornice over a flat-paneled frieze is supported by Greek Ionic half pilasters. A 
small pine-paneled den with a heavy molded and dentiled cornice is north of this room. Zuber wallpaper above a 
raised-panel dado enhances the grand dining room to the east. There is a molded plaster cornice, and the entry door 
h e s  are pedimented. The elliptical archihaves of windows and French doors have wood scroll keystones and 
fluted pilasters with sunflower medallions in the frieze. The fireplace on the west wall has a grey marble hearth and 
matching slip surrounded by echinus and astragal molding. The white pine shelf sits on a cushion frieze. The 
butler's pantry on the east has typical early twentieth-century glazed cupboards, as does the east kitchen where 
white enameled bricks cover the north chimney. A door to the southeast leads into the former maid's hall, now used 
as an office. 

The rich red gum-paneled library with an oak floor and plastered ceiling is west of t h e m .  All woodwork 
here is red gum including the pedimented doors, rectangular and elliptical bookcases and mantel supported by 
decorative scroll brackets. The living porch with a terra mtta tile floor, English cross bond walls and a plastered 
ceiling is at the west end. Keystones are above the elliptical French doors. A grey stone mantelpiece with heavy 
acanthus scroll brackets and composite spiral pilasters is on the interior chimney wall. Acanthus borders the shelf. 

The second and third s t o r i ~  are fmished with plastered walls and ceilings. with white oak floors on the second, 
while the third has edge-grain Alabama pine flooring. The Palladian window at the top of the centered stairs on the 
second floor offers light for the sizable linen closet across the cenhal passage. This upper stair hall is distinguished 
with a plaster modillion cornice and band of egg and dart molding. The side stair walls at the hallway extend across 
the passage where an archway leads into the more private family bedrooms and guesnooms. and service buzzers are 
placed in doorframes. The service stairway, maid's closet and bathroom are immediately east of the arched entrance 
on the north wall. Bathrooms have their original Crane-Nonvich pedestal sinks with &tangular basins, and tubs 
are set within arches. There are four bedrooms on this floor, an'd all have a fmely-detailed fueplace. 

As identified by the architect's plans, bedrooms number two and three on the south side of the hall in the main block 
have a molded cornice, although lighter than on the primary floor. The spacious guest and master bedrooms are in 
the end wings with dormers, accordingly sacrificing the cornice. However, the architect took advantage of lost 
space by fining six walk-in closets into the deep walls beside each dormer, accessed by side flat-paneled doors, 
thereby leaving the wall into the room uncluttered. The master bedmom at the west end has original additional 
wardrobe closets with flat-paneled. double-leaf doors built into the west wall. French doors to the balcony are 
centered on this wall. A Neoclassical white pine mantelpiece is decorated with reeded pilasters, flat rectangular 
panels and a gouged dentil molding. The fireplace in the opposite end guestroom is also Neoclassical with reeded 
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rectangular panels in the frieze and a Wall of Troy dentil cornice. Arched doorways lead out of these end bedrooms 
into small antechambers where a raised-panel, rectangular door opens into the passage. Therefore, the view from 
the end rooms down the hall and back again is composed of elliptical and rectangular architraves. While the 
antechamber in the east end only has a door into the guestmom and hall, the one at the west end has four doors, with 
an entrance into bathroom number one on the north andanother into bedmom number two on the south. Thus. Mr. 
Fleming designed a private master bedroom suite, allowing original owner Margaret Spilman Bowden the 
opportunity to sleep in bedroom number two. This bedroom also has a second door that opens outside the 
antechamber for her exit into the hall without disturbing her husband. Further, either Mr. or Mrs. Bowden could 
quietly slip through the antechamber into the bathroom. 

The depth of an elliptical dormer witb a Gothic-style casement window above the narrow staircase to the third floor 
is both interesting and functional for lighting the steps. Designed for storage, a sitting room is west of the upper 
landing. The central passage receives light from three six-light, fixed-sash windows on the back wall of this room. 
The architect again employed arches with elliptical enbauces into the east and west bedrooms. These bedrooms 
benefit from light provided by the operable lunette and deep dormer. This floor also has a full bathroom opposite a 
dormer window and attic storage space built into the s o d  roof slope. 

Nearly seventy years after this eclectic Neoclassical-style mansion was completed. the floor plan remains 
unmodified and as designed by Irwin Fleming. There have been no alterations other than the immediate rear porch 
extension. no wood window or door replacements, and even the service intercom and call bell system endures. 
Built with the finest of hardwoods and masonry, designed and constructed to last, The Oaks mansion has retained 
excellent integrity. 

Garage with Servants' Quarters, contributing build@, 1932-1933? This double-function building is set down 
in grade to maximize space while keeping the height wdl below the mansion. South front elwation: A 
semicircular four-bay, brick arcade with a slate gable roof connects the kitchen porch to the one-and-one-half-story 
brick garage with servants' quarters above. There is an &or-end brick chimney. The overhanging slate gable 
roof of the e n t k c e  to the servants' quarters and garage w r e s  a continuous and interesting covered walkway from 
the porch with the exterior and interior arches of the arcade giving way to the rectangular entrance to the 
greenhouse. The two-bay entrance to the servant's quarters sits betsveen the arcade and garage doors. The three-car 
garage has three flat-paneled and glazed overhead doors. Two six-over-six, double-hung sash gabled dormers are 
on the slate roof. The service courtyard is paved with flagstone'out to the first (west) garage door where it turns to 
asphalt. 

The east vable end of the garage has two six-over-six. double-hung sash windows with stone sills and louvered 
shuners. A narrow. rectangular, louvered wood vent is in the gable. The west is the one-story utility 
room. bathroom and stair hall of the servants' quarters which joins the arcade at its south comer. A six-light, raised- 
panel door at the north comer enters the rear utility room This bay is within the rear five-foot extension of this 
wing. A six-over-six, double-hung window with stone siU and louvered shuners is nearly centered in the English 
cross bond brick wall. A six-over-six. double-hung sash window with limestone sill and louvered shutter is in the 
second story of the garage wing to the east. A narrow wood louvered vent is in the gable. North rear elevation: The 
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largely banked utility wing has a six-light hatch window in the brick wall and a shed-roofed dormer with three, four- 
light, casement windows on the slate roof. The addition has a standing-seam metal roof. The garage with servants' 
quarters wing has three six-light. hatch windows with stone sills on the fmt  story and three six-over-six, double- 
hung sash gabled wall dormers on the slate roof. All gutters and down spouts are copper. 

lnterior of Servants' O u m :  The former servants' quarters still has the electrical wiring for call bells and 
intercom service from the mansion that enabled Rev. Bowden's staff to hear even the fmnt door bell. Now used as 
an apartment, however, the connections are disabled. Entering through the four-light, tlat-paneled, southwest door 
into a small hall, a door to the utility room is m i g h t  ahead, and the steps to the quarters are immediately on the 
west left. The two-run stairway has tapered mund balusters and a round mahogany railing with a tapered round 
newel post. Turning east at the top of the stairs, the bathroom with shower and tub is the first door on the north 
wall. The three wood casement windows in the rear shed-roofed dormer provide light into this room. Back into the 
hall of this utility wing, three steps lead up through a deep elliptical doorway into the south front passage of the 
garage wing. Three large wall closets with flat-paneled doors are set between the dormers on the front wall. The 
floor has narrow pine boards. There are baseboards throughout, and the walls and ceiling are plastered. Originally 
a bedroom, the kitchen is the fust room on the left north. A broad archway (not original) on the east wall leads into 
a charming sitting room, formerly a bedroom. To the east, a bedroom is north of the passage, while a smaller 
bedroom is at the east end. Both the lower-story garage and the upstairs servants' quarters have retained very good 
integrity. 

Greenhouse, contributing building, 193&1939:6 This is a one-story, glazed frame and masonry greenhouse on a 
stone foundation with a gable roof. The floor is poured concrete. The east wall is stone and English cross bond 
brick with three upper courses of cinder block upon which the wood rafters rest. Cast iron radiators run along this 
back wall. The west wall consists of the stone foundation and glazing. The gable roof is glazed with movable 
frames to allow heat to escape. The north back gable end adjoins the boiler room conneered to the garage. This 
room is within a one-bay-wide, brick wing with a slate gable roof. A corbeled brick flue chimney is on this wing's 
east gable end. The greenhouse is situated within the natural ascent and plantings of the east bank and serves to 
further connect the buildings with the landscape. Extended in 1939, this functioning geenhouse with original boiler 
is in good condition with very good integrity. 

Meat House, non-contributing building, 1952:' Just a year short of being contributing, this one-story, one-bay, 
brick masonry building with an asphalt-shingled pyramidal roof stands northeast of the greenhouse. Faithful to the 
English cross bond pattern on the exterior elevations, the inside walls reveal interlocking with cinder block which 
was not allowed on the earlier buildings. The floor is poured concrete. The cornice is nicely detailed with a cove 
brick molding. A one-over-one, flat-paneled door is on the west side. A steel vent is below the north cornice. The 
roof was originally wood-shingled. This building is now used for gardening tools. 

Log Cabin, contributing building, 1935: This is a small one-story, one-bay, frame building on a poured concrete 
slab with an asphalt-shingled gable mof. Initials and the date of this building, "E. M. H. Aug. 1935," are inside the 
door in the cement floor. This is the only surviving of three such cabins built north of the former front gardens 
using broad-axed timbers removed from the circa 1856 lnnes Hill house when The Oaks mansion was constructed. 
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Cut nails and mortises remain in several of the members. A rectangular vent is in the east and west gables. The 
board-and-batten door has a pine architrave. The partially blackened interior walls suggest that this building may 
have been used as a smokehouse or these reused timbers survived a burned building. (A Forbes Family descendant 
reports that the Yankees burned lmes Hill during the war.)' Some of the hard Portland cement chinking has fallen 
away. The asphalt shingies are not original. This cabin is important for being the only extant evidence of the 
Forbes dwelling at Innes Hill and retains very good integrity. 

Bathhouse, oon-contributing building, 1967-1998:9 This one-story, one-bay, English cross bond brick building 
has a wood-shingled hipped roof. The bathhouse faces the south pool in a well landscaped setting some distance 
east of the mansion and between the meat house and log cabin. Originally built as a garden tool shed in 1967 by 
W. J. Hanback, the building was converted into a bathhouse in 1998 and is compatible in materials and design. 

Underground Pump House, contributing building, 1932:"' The cast stone underground pump house is located 
just outside the rear bowling green and north of the mansion. Only part of the flat cast stone roof is visible above 
ground. A louvered wood ventilator with a gable roof sits in the middle. Plywood covers the steep entrance steps 
down into a room holding three tall replacement pump tanks. The original cast iron pump stands in the comer. 

Summerhouse, contributing building, 1930: The summ&use stands on thenortheast rise by the fence along 
the Clovercrof? farm road. At this location, the struchlre provided a cool respite when working the four rectangular 
vegetable gardens and orchard that were southeast of the house, dating to the lmes Hill period. This is a one-story, 
two-bay, stone building with an asphalt-shingled pyramidal roof supported by square stone piers. The wide 
horizontal openings between the piers remain open, allowing a grandstand view of Clovercrofl to the north and east 
where the Virginia Gold Cup was held between 1929 and 1934. Ten stone steps, bordered by a stone wall on the 
north three-bay side, lead up to the northeast doorway. The floor is flagstone. A slightly off-center wood table rests 
on a 4' x 5' stone pedestal which actually houses a cistern. Round term cotta-lined drains are built into the stone 
wall. Built primarily to house the water cistern reservoir and designed to provide a grandstand view of the Virginia 
Gold Cup, this stone summerhouse retains excellent integrity." 

Potato House, contributing building, circa 1940: An emordinary cast stone potato house is situated southeast 
of the mansion under walnut trees near the east boundary. This places the building just below the former gardens 
which were maintained until circa 1990. This 11' 4" x 13' 5" building faces south and is largely banked except for 
the front elevation which is 8'4" high to the apex in the cast stdne roof and 3'9" on the front sides. Its above 
ground height on the north rear elevation is I' 6". Banked dirt against the 1'6" visible side walls is restrained at 
ground level at least with stone extending out four feet. There is a raised 3' 8" x 3' 11" standing-seam copper cover 
over the opening in the roof where harvested potatoes may be deposited. (The snakes under this partially-lifted 
cover prevented the surveyor's closer look!) Four cast stone steps lead down to the central raised-panel door. The 
original architrave deteriorated. T h e ~ s t e d  lock would not allow access. Eight-inch-square vents are on the front 
and rear elevations just below the apex. This is an unusual cast stone potato house in Fauquier C~unty . '~  The 
exterior is in very good condition. and the integrity is excellent. 






































































