
7. Description 

Condition Check one 
X 

Check one 
- excellent - deteriorated .- unaltered original site 
- good - ruins X altered --moved date N/A .- 

-fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

DESCRIPTION SUMMARY 

The bu i ld ings  t h a t  comprise t h e  M i l l  House complex a r e  grouped informally on 
a  gent ly  s loping h i l l s i d e  above t h e  meandering Cromwell's Run. The c l u s t e r  i s  s e t  
back from U .  S.  Rte 50 and, except f o r  t h e  ga tekeeper ' s  house, i s  not  v i s i b l e  from 
t h e  highway. Cromwell's Run serves  a s  a  boundary f o r  t h e  grouping on t h e i r  southern,  
western, and northern s ides .  Within t h i s  a rea ,  t h e  grounds a r e  b e a u t i f u l l y  maintained, 
with woods along t h e  perimeters  and more formal lawns and gardens surrounding t h e  
seve ra l  bui ld ings .  A l l  of t h e  bui ld ings  i n  t h e  complex a r e  constructed of s tone  l a i d  
i n  a  random-rubble p a t t e r n .  Severa l ,  including t h e  m i l l ,  a r e  of mixed stone and frame 
cons t ruc t ion .  A l l  a r e  vernacular  i n  cha rac te r .  While t h e  lawns fol low t h e  contours of 
t h e  gent ly  s loping t e r r a i n  f o r  t h e  most p a r t ,  s tone  wal ls  a r e  used i n  p laces  f o r  
d e f i n i t i o n  and, where necessaTy, a s  r e t a i n i n g  wa l l s .  The complex i s  approached from 
U.  S. Rte 50 by a  hard-surfaced road t h a t  runs d i r e c t l y  south from t h e  highway u n t i l  it 
reaches t h e  m i l l .  The road then  d iv ides ,  wi th  t h e  se rv ice  road t o  t h e  house veering 
t o  t h e  l e f t  and t h e  main approach ascending t o  t h e  r i g h t .  This d r ive  passes between t h e  
m i l l  and t h e  m i l l e r ' s  house and c i r c l e s  around t h e  cooper 's  house and the  s t a b l e  a s  
it ascends t o  t h e  main house: t h e  M i l l  House. Here a  l a r g e  paved a r e a  sernes  f o r  
parking and a s  a  turnaround. I n  gene ra l ,  t h i s  entrance d r i v e ,  which was l a i d  out i n  
1929, fol lows t h e  course of t h e  o l d  m i l l r a c e ,  which l e d  from an upstream por t ion  of 
Cromwell's Run t o  t h e  m i l l .  The grouping i s  p ic turesquely  informal ,  though t h e  
o r i g i n a l  layout  was determined by p r a c t i c a l  needs: t h e  m i l l e r ' s  house i s  c l o s e s t  t o  
t h e  m i l l ,  t h e  cooper 's  house i s  nearby, and t h e  M i l l  Huuse, belonging t o  t h e  owner 
of t h e  complex, i s  on t h e  h ighes t  l e v e l ,  surveying t h e  e n t i r e  complex. I n  o v e r a l l  
appearance, t h e  M i l l  House group s t i l l  g ives  evidence o f  i t s  o r i g i n a l  u t i l i t a r i a n  
purposes while  a l s o  subscr ib ing  p e r f e c t l y  t o  t h e  desideratum of i t s  20th-century in- 
carnat ion  a s  a  p ic turesque ,  informally elegant  horse-country e s t a t e .  

DESCRIPTION - INDIVIDUAL BUILDINGS 

The M i l l  House, t h e  cen te rp iece  of t h e  composition, was t h e  res idence  of t h e  m i l l  
owner. The o r igcna l  po r t ion  of t h e  M i l l  House today forms t h e  c e n t r a l  block of a  g r e a t l y  
expanded b u i l d i n g ,  and although a l t e r a t i o n s  a s  w e l l  a s  add i t ions  have been made, t h e  
genera l  d i s p o s i t i o n  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  f a b r i c  can b e  determined. A s  f i r s t  b u i l t ,  t h e  
house was a  s imple,  two-story r ec tang le  with a  basement, b u i l t  of l o c a l l y  obtained 
f i e l d s t o n e ,  l a i d  i n  a  random-rubble p a t t e r n .  The huuse was, and is, covered with a  gable 
r o o f ,  and t h e r e  a r e  s tone  chimneys at  each gable end. The t h r e e  bays of each major e le-  
va t ion  ( t h e  nor th  and south  f r o n t s )  a r e  i r r e g u l a r l y  spaced, but  t h e  middle bay on 
each f r o n t  has a  doorway. Both doors a r e  capped with r ec tangu la r ,  four- l ight  
transoms. The f e n e s t r a t i o n  on t h e  nor th  f r o n t ,  wi th  619 sash  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  and 
616 sash above, appears t o  b e  t h e  o r i g i n a l  condit ion;  a l l  f enes t r a t ion  on t h e  south f r o n t  
has been enlarged.  On t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  t h e  windows f lanking t h e  door have 10115 
sash.  The two windows d i r e c t l y  above them have 10110 sash ,  and t h e  middle window, 
above t h e  door, maintains t h e  o r i g i n a l  616 arrangement. Above, dormer windows have a l s o  
been added on t h e  south f r o n t  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  po r t ion  of t h e  house. There i s  a  basement 
below grade, which i s  lit by rec tangular  windows protec ted  with v e r t i c a l  wooden g r i l l s .  
On t h e  nor th  f r o n t ,  a  l a t e r  porch extends ac ross  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  house 
and covers a  po r t ion  of one of t h e  add i t ions  a s  we l l .  

(See cont inuat ion  Sheet #1) 



8. Significance I 
Period 
-- prehistoric 
- 1400-1499 
_- 1500-1599 
- 1600-1699 
_x_ 1700-1799 
2- 1800-1899 
+. 1900- 

Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning ... . landscape architecture.- religion 

- archeology-historic - conservation -. law science 
-_ agriculture - e c o n o m i c s  _ literature . _- sculpture 
X architecture - _  education military social1 
._.-art _ engineering m u s i c  humanitarian 
c o m m e r c e  - explorationisettlement - philosophy t h e a t e r  
-. communications ., . industry politics!governrnent -transportation 

_ invention - x  other (specify) 
- .. ~ -~ ~ ~ ~ - ~ .  . ~ 

x u ~ ~  t r i a n  

Statement of Significance ( in one paragraph) 
STATmENT OF SIGNIFICANCE - 

The M i l l  House complex i s  an e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  complete and well-preserved group of 
s t r u c t u r e 9  wi th  two important a s soc ia t ions :  t h a t  of a l a t e  18th- t o  e a r l y  19th-century 
r u r a l  Virg in ia  g r i s t  m i l l  opera t ion ,  and t h a t  of a 20th-century "hunt countryt '  e s t a t e .  
In t h e s e - a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  t h e  M i l l  House i s ~ c o n n e c t e d  with two important f i g u r e s  i n  these  
two very  d i f f e r e n t  e r a s  of t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h i s  por t ion  of Northern Virg in ia :  Leven POW- 
e l l ,  who founded t h e  nearby town of Middleburg and probably had constnucted many of t h e  
bui ld ings  i n  t h e  M i l l  House complex, and'John S .  ( Jay )  Phipps, s c ion  of one of t h e  g r e a t  
i n d u s t r i a l  fo r tunes  of America's g i lded  age,  and one of t h e  major f i g u r e s  respons ib le  f o r  
the  present  day r epu ta t ion  of t h e  Fauquier-Loudoun county-area as a cen te r  of a f f l u e n t  

I 
i 

country l i v i n g , c e n t e r e d  around,equeStrianism. I n  add i t ion  t o  t h e  m i l l  i t s e l f ,  t h e r e  
remain t h e  m i l l e r ' s  house, t h e  cooper 's  house and shop, t h e  m i l l  owner's house (now t h e  ! 

centerpiece of t h e   complex^, and wAat was l i k e l y  a dairy/smokehouse. A t  p re sen t ,  t h e  
m i l l  i t s e l f  has not been t h o r o u g h l y i n v e s t i g a t e d  t o  determine i t s  o r i g i n a l  conf igura t ion ,  
but i t s  very exis tence ,  coupled wi th  so  many subs id ia ry  bu i ld ings ,  makes it an important 
su rv iva l  of an e a r l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l / i n d u s t r i a l  complex. Af ter  t h e  m i l l  ceased a s  a v i ab le  
economic opera t ion ,  t h e  proper ty . took on an e n t i r e l y  new aspect .  Jay  Phipps purchased 
t h e  complex i n  1924, and under h i s  a e g i s  it was transformed i n t o  an impressive country 
e s t a t e .  From 1924 t o  1929 t h e  work included t h e  enlargement of t h e  m i l l  owner's house 
t o  i t s  present  propor t ions ,  t h e  remodeling and r e s t o r a t i o n  of seve ra l  of t h e  outbuildings 
t o  become gues t  q u a r t e r s ,  t h e  add i t ion  of a s t a b l e ,  and a swimming pool.  The m i l l  i t s e l f  
was apparently l e f t  unchanged, though it had a l ready been a l t e r e d  from i t s  o r i g i n a l  
condit ion p r i o r  t o  t h e  purchase of t h e  proper ty  by Phipps. I n  add i t ion ,  c a r e f u l  land- 
scaping was undertaken t o  t i e  t h e  va r ious  elements t o g e t h e r ,  and changes made i n  t h e  
roadways. Thkt t h e  complex so  w e l l  d i sp lays  both a spec t s  of i t s  h i s t o r y  - t h a t  
of an e a r l y  i n d u s t r i a l / a g r i c u l t u r a l  complex and a l a t e r  country e s t a t e  - speaks we l l  f o r  i 

t h e  soundness of t h e  o r i g i n a l  conf igura t ion  and f o r  t h e  s e n s i t i v i t y  demonstrated by those  ! 
respons ib le  f o r  t h e  20th-century a l t e r a t i o n s .  

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The f i r s t  recorded owner of t h e  proper ty  now encompassed i n  t h i s  nomination was 
Charles Burgess, who obtained it a s  a l and  grant  i n  1731. Burgess l a t e r  so ld  t h e  
property t o  Charles Chinn, and it was during h i s  ownership t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  mention of 
a m i l l  occurs .  Page 4 of t h e  Fauquier County Minute -1768-72 recorded t h e  order  t h a t  
"On p e t i t i o n  of Charles Chinn leave  i s  granted him t o  e r e c t  a water m i l l  on Cromwell 
Run. It appearing t h a t  he has land on both s i d e s  of t h e  s a i d  run and t h a t  t h e  land of 
no o the r  person w i l l  b e  a f fec ted  thereby."  This permission was obtained a t  t h e  august 
1768 sess ion  of t h e  county cour t .  Chinn's w i l l ,  dated 1788, d i r e c t e d  t h a t  a l l  h i s  lands 
" in  t h e  count ies  of Fauquier and Loudoun be  so ld  by ( h i s )  executors  f o r  cash,  tobacco, 
o r  s laves ."  ( ~ a u q u i e r  County W i l l  -- Book 2/125). I n  1791, Leven Powell purchased t h i s  
and o ther  proper ty  from Chinn's executors  "for  632 pounds cu r ren t  money of Virg in ia ."  
(Fauquier County Deed Book 10/369).  Leven Powell (1737-1810) was perhaps t h e  most 
notable  personage as soc ia t ed  with t h e  property.  One of Northern V i r g i n i a ' s  leading  

(See cont inuat ion  sheet  # 4 ) ~  


















