


7. Description 

Condition Check one 
X 

Check one 
- excellent - deteriorated .- unaltered original site 
- good - ruins X altered --moved date N/A .- 

-fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

DESCRIPTION SUMMARY 

The bu i ld ings  t h a t  comprise t h e  M i l l  House complex a r e  grouped informally on 
a  gent ly  s loping h i l l s i d e  above t h e  meandering Cromwell's Run. The c l u s t e r  i s  s e t  
back from U .  S.  Rte 50 and, except f o r  t h e  ga tekeeper ' s  house, i s  not  v i s i b l e  from 
t h e  highway. Cromwell's Run serves  a s  a  boundary f o r  t h e  grouping on t h e i r  southern,  
western, and northern s ides .  Within t h i s  a rea ,  t h e  grounds a r e  b e a u t i f u l l y  maintained, 
with woods along t h e  perimeters  and more formal lawns and gardens surrounding t h e  
seve ra l  bui ld ings .  A l l  of t h e  bui ld ings  i n  t h e  complex a r e  constructed of s tone  l a i d  
i n  a  random-rubble p a t t e r n .  Severa l ,  including t h e  m i l l ,  a r e  of mixed stone and frame 
cons t ruc t ion .  A l l  a r e  vernacular  i n  cha rac te r .  While t h e  lawns fol low t h e  contours of 
t h e  gent ly  s loping t e r r a i n  f o r  t h e  most p a r t ,  s tone  wal ls  a r e  used i n  p laces  f o r  
d e f i n i t i o n  and, where necessaTy, a s  r e t a i n i n g  wa l l s .  The complex i s  approached from 
U.  S. Rte 50 by a  hard-surfaced road t h a t  runs d i r e c t l y  south from t h e  highway u n t i l  it 
reaches t h e  m i l l .  The road then  d iv ides ,  wi th  t h e  se rv ice  road t o  t h e  house veering 
t o  t h e  l e f t  and t h e  main approach ascending t o  t h e  r i g h t .  This d r ive  passes between t h e  
m i l l  and t h e  m i l l e r ' s  house and c i r c l e s  around t h e  cooper 's  house and the  s t a b l e  a s  
it ascends t o  t h e  main house: t h e  M i l l  House. Here a  l a r g e  paved a r e a  sernes  f o r  
parking and a s  a  turnaround. I n  gene ra l ,  t h i s  entrance d r i v e ,  which was l a i d  out i n  
1929, fol lows t h e  course of t h e  o l d  m i l l r a c e ,  which l e d  from an upstream por t ion  of 
Cromwell's Run t o  t h e  m i l l .  The grouping i s  p ic turesquely  informal ,  though t h e  
o r i g i n a l  layout  was determined by p r a c t i c a l  needs: t h e  m i l l e r ' s  house i s  c l o s e s t  t o  
t h e  m i l l ,  t h e  cooper 's  house i s  nearby, and t h e  M i l l  Huuse, belonging t o  t h e  owner 
of t h e  complex, i s  on t h e  h ighes t  l e v e l ,  surveying t h e  e n t i r e  complex. I n  o v e r a l l  
appearance, t h e  M i l l  House group s t i l l  g ives  evidence o f  i t s  o r i g i n a l  u t i l i t a r i a n  
purposes while  a l s o  subscr ib ing  p e r f e c t l y  t o  t h e  desideratum of i t s  20th-century in- 
carnat ion  a s  a  p ic turesque ,  informally elegant  horse-country e s t a t e .  

DESCRIPTION - INDIVIDUAL BUILDINGS 

The M i l l  House, t h e  cen te rp iece  of t h e  composition, was t h e  res idence  of t h e  m i l l  
owner. The o r igcna l  po r t ion  of t h e  M i l l  House today forms t h e  c e n t r a l  block of a  g r e a t l y  
expanded b u i l d i n g ,  and although a l t e r a t i o n s  a s  w e l l  a s  add i t ions  have been made, t h e  
genera l  d i s p o s i t i o n  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  f a b r i c  can b e  determined. A s  f i r s t  b u i l t ,  t h e  
house was a  s imple,  two-story r ec tang le  with a  basement, b u i l t  of l o c a l l y  obtained 
f i e l d s t o n e ,  l a i d  i n  a  random-rubble p a t t e r n .  The huuse was, and is, covered with a  gable 
r o o f ,  and t h e r e  a r e  s tone  chimneys at  each gable end. The t h r e e  bays of each major e le-  
va t ion  ( t h e  nor th  and south  f r o n t s )  a r e  i r r e g u l a r l y  spaced, but  t h e  middle bay on 
each f r o n t  has a  doorway. Both doors a r e  capped with r ec tangu la r ,  four- l ight  
transoms. The f e n e s t r a t i o n  on t h e  nor th  f r o n t ,  wi th  619 sash  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  and 
616 sash above, appears t o  b e  t h e  o r i g i n a l  condit ion;  a l l  f enes t r a t ion  on t h e  south f r o n t  
has been enlarged.  On t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  t h e  windows f lanking t h e  door have 10115 
sash.  The two windows d i r e c t l y  above them have 10110 sash ,  and t h e  middle window, 
above t h e  door, maintains t h e  o r i g i n a l  616 arrangement. Above, dormer windows have a l s o  
been added on t h e  south f r o n t  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  po r t ion  of t h e  house. There i s  a  basement 
below grade, which i s  lit by rec tangular  windows protec ted  with v e r t i c a l  wooden g r i l l s .  
On t h e  nor th  f r o n t ,  a  l a t e r  porch extends ac ross  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  house 
and covers a  po r t ion  of one of t h e  add i t ions  a s  we l l .  

(See cont inuat ion  Sheet #1) 



8. Significance I 
Period 
-- prehistoric 
- 1400-1499 
_- 1500-1599 
- 1600-1699 
_x_ 1700-1799 
2- 1800-1899 
+. 1900- 

Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning ... . landscape architecture.- religion 

- archeology-historic - conservation -. law science 
-_ agriculture - e c o n o m i c s  _ literature . _- sculpture 
X architecture - _  education military social1 
._.-art _ engineering m u s i c  humanitarian 
c o m m e r c e  - explorationisettlement - philosophy t h e a t e r  
-. communications ., . industry politics!governrnent -transportation 

_ invention - x  other (specify) 
- .. ~ -~ ~ ~ ~ - ~ .  . ~ 

x u ~ ~  t r i a n  

Statement of Significance ( in one paragraph) 
STATmENT OF SIGNIFICANCE - 

The M i l l  House complex i s  an e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  complete and well-preserved group of 
s t r u c t u r e 9  wi th  two important a s soc ia t ions :  t h a t  of a l a t e  18th- t o  e a r l y  19th-century 
r u r a l  Virg in ia  g r i s t  m i l l  opera t ion ,  and t h a t  of a 20th-century "hunt countryt '  e s t a t e .  
In t h e s e - a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  t h e  M i l l  House i s ~ c o n n e c t e d  with two important f i g u r e s  i n  these  
two very  d i f f e r e n t  e r a s  of t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h i s  por t ion  of Northern Virg in ia :  Leven POW- 
e l l ,  who founded t h e  nearby town of Middleburg and probably had constnucted many of t h e  
bui ld ings  i n  t h e  M i l l  House complex, and'John S .  ( Jay )  Phipps, s c ion  of one of t h e  g r e a t  
i n d u s t r i a l  fo r tunes  of America's g i lded  age,  and one of t h e  major f i g u r e s  respons ib le  f o r  
the  present  day r epu ta t ion  of t h e  Fauquier-Loudoun county-area as a cen te r  of a f f l u e n t  

I 
i 

country l i v i n g , c e n t e r e d  around,equeStrianism. I n  add i t ion  t o  t h e  m i l l  i t s e l f ,  t h e r e  
remain t h e  m i l l e r ' s  house, t h e  cooper 's  house and shop, t h e  m i l l  owner's house (now t h e  ! 

centerpiece of t h e   complex^, and wAat was l i k e l y  a dairy/smokehouse. A t  p re sen t ,  t h e  
m i l l  i t s e l f  has not been t h o r o u g h l y i n v e s t i g a t e d  t o  determine i t s  o r i g i n a l  conf igura t ion ,  
but i t s  very exis tence ,  coupled wi th  so  many subs id ia ry  bu i ld ings ,  makes it an important 
su rv iva l  of an e a r l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l / i n d u s t r i a l  complex. Af ter  t h e  m i l l  ceased a s  a v i ab le  
economic opera t ion ,  t h e  proper ty . took on an e n t i r e l y  new aspect .  Jay  Phipps purchased 
t h e  complex i n  1924, and under h i s  a e g i s  it was transformed i n t o  an impressive country 
e s t a t e .  From 1924 t o  1929 t h e  work included t h e  enlargement of t h e  m i l l  owner's house 
t o  i t s  present  propor t ions ,  t h e  remodeling and r e s t o r a t i o n  of seve ra l  of t h e  outbuildings 
t o  become gues t  q u a r t e r s ,  t h e  add i t ion  of a s t a b l e ,  and a swimming pool.  The m i l l  i t s e l f  
was apparently l e f t  unchanged, though it had a l ready been a l t e r e d  from i t s  o r i g i n a l  
condit ion p r i o r  t o  t h e  purchase of t h e  proper ty  by Phipps. I n  add i t ion ,  c a r e f u l  land- 
scaping was undertaken t o  t i e  t h e  va r ious  elements t o g e t h e r ,  and changes made i n  t h e  
roadways. Thkt t h e  complex so  w e l l  d i sp lays  both a spec t s  of i t s  h i s t o r y  - t h a t  
of an e a r l y  i n d u s t r i a l / a g r i c u l t u r a l  complex and a l a t e r  country e s t a t e  - speaks we l l  f o r  i 

t h e  soundness of t h e  o r i g i n a l  conf igura t ion  and f o r  t h e  s e n s i t i v i t y  demonstrated by those  ! 
respons ib le  f o r  t h e  20th-century a l t e r a t i o n s .  

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The f i r s t  recorded owner of t h e  proper ty  now encompassed i n  t h i s  nomination was 
Charles Burgess, who obtained it a s  a l and  grant  i n  1731. Burgess l a t e r  so ld  t h e  
property t o  Charles Chinn, and it was during h i s  ownership t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  mention of 
a m i l l  occurs .  Page 4 of t h e  Fauquier County Minute -1768-72 recorded t h e  order  t h a t  
"On p e t i t i o n  of Charles Chinn leave  i s  granted him t o  e r e c t  a water m i l l  on Cromwell 
Run. It appearing t h a t  he has land on both s i d e s  of t h e  s a i d  run and t h a t  t h e  land of 
no o the r  person w i l l  b e  a f fec ted  thereby."  This permission was obtained a t  t h e  august 
1768 sess ion  of t h e  county cour t .  Chinn's w i l l ,  dated 1788, d i r e c t e d  t h a t  a l l  h i s  lands 
" in  t h e  count ies  of Fauquier and Loudoun be  so ld  by ( h i s )  executors  f o r  cash,  tobacco, 
o r  s laves ."  ( ~ a u q u i e r  County W i l l  -- Book 2/125). I n  1791, Leven Powell purchased t h i s  
and o ther  proper ty  from Chinn's executors  "for  632 pounds cu r ren t  money of Virg in ia ."  
(Fauquier County Deed Book 10/369).  Leven Powell (1737-1810) was perhaps t h e  most 
notable  personage as soc ia t ed  with t h e  property.  One of Northern V i r g i n i a ' s  leading  

(See cont inuat ion  sheet  # 4 ) ~  
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7. DESCRIPTION 

The i n t e r i o r  of t h e  M i l l  House was undoubtedly a  hall-and-parlor arrangement, 
with f i r e p l a c e s  a t  each end wal l .  The p a r t i t i o n  d iv id ing  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  i n t o  two 
rooms has been removed, and t h e  space i s  now one l a r g e  l i v i n g  room with a  f i r e p l a c e  
a t  one end. The s t a i r c a s e ,  which ascends with winders aga ins t  t h e  nor th  wa l l ,  t o  
t h e  west of t h e  door, may be  i n  i t s  o r i g i n a l  loca t ion  but seems t o  have reworked 
ma te r i a l  i n  i t s  cods t ruc t ion .  The exposed j o i s t s  of t h e  c e i l i n g  a r e  o r i g i n a l ,  and 
t h e i r  f i n e l y  beaded edges g ive  every ind ica t ion  t h a t  they  were o r i g i n a l l y  l e f t  ex- 
posed, a s  they  a r e  now. Above a r e  bedrooms and a  ba th .  

To t h e  e a s t  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  house was a  sepa ra te ,  one-room ki tchen s t r u c t u r e .  
More than  l i k e l y ,  t h i s  k i t chen ,  which i s  now encased i n  a  20th-century add i t ion ,  
was f i r s t  connected t o  t h e  house c .  1840, when t h e  space between it and t h e  house 
was f i l l e d  i n  with a  two-story connection, or,hyphen. On t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  t h i s  con- 
nect ion now conta ins  t h e  dining room, seve ra l  s t e p s  below t h e  l e v e l  of t h e  l i v i n g  
room i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  por t ion .  The d in ing  room a l s o  conta ins  another  s t a i r  with winders 
t o  t h e  second f l o o r  and has access t o  t h e  porch ac ross  t h e  nor th  f r o n t .  To t h e  e a s t  
of t h e  o r i g i n a l  k i t chen ,  a  new k i t chen  was b u i l t  i n  1929. This cons t ruc t ion  
r e l ega ted  t h e  o ld  k i tchen t o  a  s e r v i c e  a rea  between t h e  new ki tchen and t h e  dining 
room. Above t h e  1929 addidt ion  a r e  se rvan t s '  bedrooms, reached by y e t  another  s t a i r  
from t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  A t  t h e  t ime t h i s  e a s t  wing was b u i l t ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  k i tchen 
walls  were heightened, and t h i s  connection i s  now a  story-and-a-half high with dor- 
mer windows. I n  add i t ion ,  t h e  1929 work encompassed a  rec tangular  bay added t o  t h e  
south s i d e  of t h e  d in ing  room, g iv ing  a d d i t i o n a l  l i g h t  t o  t h e  room and providing a  
secondary dining a rea ,  o r  b reakfas t  nook. 

Even more no t i ceab le  than  t h e  extens ive  eas t e rn  add i t ions  made during t h i s  1929 
bui ld ing  campaign were those  added t o  t h e  west of t h e  o r i g i n a l  block.  Photographs 
taken j u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  work i n d i c a t e  t h a t  some changes had a l ready occured i n  t h i s  
genera l  a r e a ,  but  t h e s e  were removed and i n  a t  l e a s t  one ins t ance ,  reworked. To t h e  
west of t h e  o r i g i n a l  house, a  new two-story block was b u i l t .  Recessed from t h e  nor th  
f r o n t ,  and s e t  s e v e r a l  s t e p s  below t h e  l e v e l  of t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  house, 
t h i s  add i t ion  conta ins  t h e  e n t r a n c e / s t a i r  h a l l .  Extending t o  i t s  west i s  a  frame ves- 
t i b u l e  o r  en t ry ,  which i s  topped with a  pediment. This f e a t u r e  was apparently removed 
from t h e  e x i s t i n g  west door of t h e  main house and reused a t  t h i s  new loca t ion .  Com- 
p l e t i n g  t h e  1929 work on t h e  main house was t h e  two-story s tone wing d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  
south of t h e  new west wing. This prominent add i t ion  conta ins  a  l i v i n g  room, o r  
l i b r a r y ,  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  and a  master  bedroom s u i t e  above. On t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  
t h e  l i v i n g  room terminates  a t  t h e  southend with a  p ro jec t ing  rec tangular  bay with 
ranks of windows overlooking t h e  south lawn and swimming pool.  Above, a  r a i l e d  deck 
extends o f f  t h e  master  bedroom t o  cover t h e  p ro jec t ing  bay. I n s i d e ,  t h e  l i v i n g  room 
of t h i s  wing has a  c e i l i n g  wi th  exposed j o i s t s  and a  handsome Federal  mantel on t h e  
west wal l .  Above, i n  t h e  master bedroom, t h e r e  i s  an e l abora te ly  carved mantel with 
a  number of mot i fs  gene ra l ly  a s soc ia t ed  with f o l k  a r t .  While an i n t e r e s t i n g  p iece  
i n  i t s  own r i g h t ,  it i s  not indigenous t o  t h e  house, nor t o  t h i s  region.  

(See cont inuat ion  sheet  # 2)  
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7. DESCRIPTION 

Concurrent wi th  a l l  t h e  add i t ions  and a l t e r a t i o n s  t o  t h e  main house undertaken i n  
t h e  1920s were a number of improvements on t h e  grounds and subs id iary  bui ld ings .  Mention 
was made of t h e  new approach i n s t a l l e d  a t  t h i s  t ime,  which l eads  up t h e  h i l l  t o  t h e  
new west en t rance ,  following t h e  l i n e  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  mi l l r ace .  The handsome swimming 
pool ,  t o  t h e  south of t h e  new south wing,,was a l s o  i n s t a l l e d  a t  approximately t h e  same 
time and was a s  car 'eful ly conceived a s  t h e  add i t ions  t o  t h e  house i n  an e f f o r t  t o  make 
it harmonize with t h e  e x i s t i n g  surroundings. Bas ica l ly  rec tangular  i n  shape, t h e  pool 
i s  surrounded by natural-appearing f l ags tone  t e r r a c e s ,  and t o  t h e  e a s t ,  where a grade 
change occurs  i n  t h e  lawn, it i s  bordered by a "ledge" of s tones  and boulders .  Though 
t h i s  ledge appears n a t u r a l  a t  f i r s t  g lance ,  it i s  composed of s tones  se l ec ted  and 
brought t o  t h e  s i t e ,  and c a r e f u l l y  f i t t e d  toge the r .  Far  t o  t h e  south of t h e  pool ,  
beyond t h e  formal lawn a r e a ,  can be seen t h e  dam on Cromwell's Run, from which t h e  
m i l l r a c e  l e d  t o  t h e  m i l l .  

The pool a r e a  i s  separa ted  from t h e  lawn behind t h e  main ( o r i g i n a l )  po r t ion  of 
t h e  house, which i s  embellished with a number of f i n e  specimens of English boxwood. 
To t h e  eas t  of t h e  boxwoods i s  t h e  gues t  house, converted and enlarged from what was 
most probably a d a i r y  and/or smokehouse loca ted  j u s t  t o  t h e  south of t h e  o r i g i n a l  
ki tchen.  The gues t  house today c o n s i s t s  of t h r e e  small elements, "telescoped" i n t o  
each o t h e r  with d i f f e r i n g  roof l e v e l s .  The easternmost element i s  t h e  smal les t  and 
i s  only one s t o r y  t a l l .  Because of a change i n  grade ,  t h e  wes te rn ,por t ion  i s  a f u l l  
two s t o r i e s  t a l l .  As wi th  t h e  main house, t h e  bas i c  cons t ruc t ion  ma te r i a l  of t h i s  
p ic turesque  co t t age  i s  random-rubble f i e l d s t o n e .  

Other subs id iary  bu i ld ings  a r e  grouped informally t o  t h e  nor th  and west of t h e  
M i l l  House, where t h e  lawn s lopes  down towards t h e  m i l l .  D i rec t ly  west of t h e  house 
i s  t h e  stone-and-frame s t a b l e ,  b u i l t  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  major bui ld ing  a c t i v i t y  i n  1929. 
The s t a b l e ,  which i s  b u i l t  i n  t h e  shape of t h e  l e t t e r  "U," has i t s  open fo recour t  
fac ing  t h e  house. I n s i d e  a r e  s i x  s t a l l s  and feed and t a c k  rooms. Though of r e l a t i v e l y  
recent  cons t ruc t ion ,  t h e  s t a b l e  harmonizes both i n  design and ma te r i a l  with t h e  e a r l i e r  
hui ld ings  of t h e  group. To i t s  west ,  and a t  a lower l e v e l ,  i s  t h e  small  (12'  x 1 4 ' )  
s tone  s t r u c t u r e  known a s  t h e  cooper 's  house. This almost-square bui ld ing  contains 
one room on t h e  ground f l o o r  and a g a r r e t  above, lit by a l a t e r  dormer window. It has 
an enormous f i r e p l a c e  f o r  such a small  bu i ld ing ,  and it i s  because of t h i s  t h a t  it i s  
assumed t h e  o r i g i n a l  use  was a combination house and shop f o r  t h e  m i l l ' s  cooper. I n  
recent  yea r s  t h e  bu i ld ing  was used a s  a workshop, and t h e  f i r e p l a c e  opening has been 
closed. Northwest of t h e  main house, and between it and t h e  m i l l  i s  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  
known a s  t h e  m i l l e r ' s  house. This p ic turesque  bui id ing ,  roughly measuring 25 '  x 
1 6 '  and a story-and-a-half t a l l  over a basement, has been renovated t o  serve  a s  a 
boys' dormitory, o r  a d d i t i o n a l  gues t  house. It has a three-bay facade,  and t h e  o r i g i n a l  
main ent rance  was t o  t h e  nor th ,  fac ing  t h e  m i l l .  The basement, which i s  p a r t i a l l y  above 
grade on t h e  nor th  and west s i d e s ,  i s  entered only by way of a door i n  t h e  west wal l .  

To t h e  northwest of t h e  m i l l e r ' s  house, and separated from it by t h e  entrance 
road ,  i s  t h e  m i l l  i t s e l f .  The very reason f o r  t h e  ex i s t ence  of t h e  e n t i r e  complex, t h e  
m i l l  i s  b u i l t  a longside t h e  small stream known s ince  t h e  18 th  century a s  Cromwell's 
Run. To t h e  south,  t h e  m i l l  i s  banked i n t o  t h e  s i d e  of t h e  h i l l  bordering t h e  run.  

(See cont inuat ion  sheet  # 3 )  
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7. DESCRIPTION 

As t h e  m i l l  was i n  opera t ion  f o r  more than  a  hundred y e a r s ,  a  number of a l t e r a t i o n s  
and a d d i t i o n s  have been made, and t h e  cons t ruc t ion  h i s t o r y  of t h e  bu i ld ing  cannot be 
conclusively determined. Nor, un fo r tuna te ly ,  has  it been maintained i n  t h e  20th cen- 
t u r y  i n  t h e  prime condi t ion  a s  t h e  o t h e r  bui ld ings .  The o l d e s t  po r t ion  of  t h e  m i l l  
i s  t h e  western,  s tone  end, r i s i n g  two s t o r i e s  high.  Above t h i s  i s  a  framed t h i r d  
s t o r y  covered with !a gab le  r o o f ,  wi th  a  louvered cupola, o r  v e n t i l a t o r ,  a s t r i d e  t h e  
r idge .  The gable  roof a l s o  covers a  frame a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  and it i s  from t h i s  
add i t ion  t h a t  t h e  m i l l  i s  en tered .  This  e a s t e r n  frame sec t ion  has only two f l o o r s  
enclosed; t h e  lowest l e v e l ,  corresponding t o  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  of t h e  s tone  s e c t i o n ,  i s  
of open frame cons t ruc t ion .  Although t h e  i n t e r i o r  of t h e  m i l l  has  been used i n  r ecen t  
years  p r imar i ly  f o r  s to rage ,  a  g r e a t  dea l  of machinery remains from t h e  l a t e  19 th  
century,  complete wi th  l a b e l s  and pa ten t  d a t e s .  Much of t h i s  r o l l e r  m i l l  machinery 
bears  t h e  l a b e l :  "Aug. Heines, pa t en tee  and manufacturer,  S i l v e r  Creek, Chaut. Co. 
N. Y .  1878, 1888, 1884, 1887." Another p iece  i s  l a b e l l e d :  "Cranson Scouring, Pol i sh ing ,  
and Separa t ing  Machine wi th  magnetic attachments manufactured by Huntiey, Cranson & 
Hammond. 1885, 1881, 1890, 1891 pa ten t s . "  

Aiso included i n  t h e  nominated proper ty  i s  a ga tekeeper ' s  house. B u i l t  of l og  and 
covered with clapboarding,  t h i s  sotry-and-a-half house i s  of unknown da te .  It i s  loca ted  
on a  r i s e  j u s t  t o  t h e  e a s t  of  t h e  en t rance  d r i v e  and f aces  U.  S. Rte 50. 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE 

c i t i z e n s  during t h e  Revolutionary and e a r l y  Federa l  p e r i o d s ,  he had e n l i s t e d  and equipped 
h i s  own regiment at  t h e  outbreak of t h e  Revolut ion,  and had accompanied Washington a t  Val- 
l e y  Forge. I l l  h e a l t h  forced.him t o  r e s i g n  h i s  commission i n  1788, but  h i s  impressive 
s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  cause of independence earned  him an award of  6,000 a c r e s  of  western l and ,  
awarded by t h e  Virg in ia '  General Assembly i n  1783. Others of Powell ' s  pub l i c  s e r v i c e s  in-  
cluded h i s  r ep resen ta t ion  a t  t h e  Vi rg in i a  r a t i f i c a t i o n  convention i n  1788, e 1 e c t i o n . a ~  a 
de lega te  t o  t h e  General Assembly i n  1779, 1787, 1788, and-1792, and e l e c t i o n  t o  t h e  s i x t h  
United S t a t e s  Congress i n  1799. Not only d i d  he found t h e  town of Middleburg ( i n  1787, 
four yea r s  before  purchasing t h e  nominated p r o p e r t y ) ,  he was l a r g e l y  respons ib le  f o r  t h e  
development of Loudoun and Fauquier count ies  a s  prosperous wheat and m i l l i n g  c e n t e r s .  
It i s  i n  t h i s  connection t h a t  h i s  a s soc ia t ion  wi th  t h e  M i l l  House complex i s  most appar- 
e n t .  I n  1807, Powell s o l d  t h e  proper ty  t o  Samuel, Joseph, and Thomas Hatcher.  The Hatcher 
b ro the r s  pa id  122 pounds, 1 5  s h i l l i n g s ,  and 10 pence f o r  t h e  proper ty  - - a r e l a t i v e l y  high 
p r i c e  a t  t h a t  t ime and a reasonable i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  it then  contained a number of improve- 
ments ( b u i l d i n g s ) .  I n  1818 t h e  Hatchers s o l d  t h e  proper ty ,  and it passed through seve ra l  
owners u n t i l  1829, when it was'purchased by another  member of t h e  Hatcher family.  I n  t h a t  
year ,  Oaleb Rector and Gourley B. Hatcher purchased t h e  proper ty  j o i n t l y ,  and i n  1832 
Hatcher bought out  Rec to r ' s  sha re  t o  become t h e  s o l e  owner. A t  t h e  t ime of  t h e  j o i n t  
purchase (1829), t h e  proper ty  was c a l l e d  Ber l in  M i l l ,  but  it soon became known a s  Hatcher 's  
M i l l .  

From 1832 u n t i l  1881, Gourley Hatcher paid t a x e s  on t h e  proper ty ,  and t h e  d i f f e r i n g  
sums assessed  f o r  bu i ld ings  during h i s  ownership i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he was respons ib le  f o r  a 
number of them. Between 1881 and 1924 t h e  p rope r ty ,  t hen  cons i s t ing  of approximately 
f i f t y  a c r e s ,  and r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  Hatcher 's  M i l l  i n  t h e  deed books, changes hands again 
seve ra l  t imes .  Much of t h e  equipment s t i l l  i n  t h e  m i l l  bears  pa t en t  d a t e s  from t h i s  
period,  and it i s  known t h a t  t h e  m i l l  was i n  opera t ion  then .  I n  1924 t h e  proper ty  was 
purchased by John S .  ( J a y )  Phipps of Long I s l a n d ,  New Ybrk, who bought it t o  se rve  a s  a 
11 hunting box" f o r  himself and h i s  f r i e n d s .  Phipps, an enormously wealthy s t e e l  and r e a l -  
e s t a t e  magnate, was t h e  son of Henry Phipps,  who had been a pa r tne r  of  Andrew Carnegie 
i n  s e v e r a l  of h i s  i r o n  and s t e e l  companies during t h e  l a t e  19th- and e a r l y  20th-centuries .  
After  Carnegie 's  r e t i r emen t ,  t h e  e lde r  Phipps helped reorganize  t h e  s e v e r a l  companies i n t o  
t h e  mammoth United S t a t e s  S t e e l  Corporation. Henry Phipps, a n a t i v e  of England, moved 
~ t h  his- '  family t o  AllqgFienpj-.CSty,:Pa., where they  became next-door neighbo s of  t h e  5 Carnegie family.  Phipps l a t e r  moved t o  Long I s l a n d ,  where he d ied  i n  1930. H i s  son,  who 
i n h e r i t e d  a po r t ion  of h i s  f a t h e r ' s  e s t a t e  and added g r e a t l y  t o  i t ,  served a s  a d i r e c t o r  
of t h e  United S t a t e s  S t e e l  Company, t h e  Grace Steamship Lines,  and t h e  Guaranty Trust  
Company. I n  1906, t h e  younger Phipps b u i l t  "Westbury b u s e , "  t h e  Long I s l a n d  landmark 
now known (and open t o  t h e  p u b l i c )  a s  "old Westbury Gardens." Designed by English archi -  
t e c t  George A. Crawley, t h e  impressive Georgian mansion i s  surrounded by more than 100 
ac res  of landscaped gardens i n  Nassau Countyi and remains one of t h e  grandes t  s tatements  
of t h e   old coas t "  of Long I s l a n d ' s  nor thern  shore.3 For h t s  V i rg in i a  r e t r e a t ,  Phipps 
intended,  and achieved,  a f a r  l e s s  formal o r  imposing complex, but  one t h a t  nonetheless  
r e f k e c t s  i t s  purpose and e r a  equal ly  we l l .  Actua l ly ,  t h e  rena issance  of t h e  Middleburg 
a rea  a s  a cen te r  f o r  t h e  p u r s u i t  of horserac ing  and foxhunting had begun a t  l e a s t  two de- 
cades p r i o r  t o  Phipps '  purchase of t h e  nominated proper ty .  I n  1904 seve ra l  New Yorkers 
had l eased  an inn  i n  t h e  town t o  serve  a s  a clubhouse, and i n  1906 t h e  Middleburg Hunt 
was organized.  4 During t h e  next  decade o r  two, a number of members of t h i s  new s o c i a l  

(See  cont inuat ion  shee t  # 5 )  
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8. SIGNIFICANCE 

s e t  began t o  purchase and r e s t o r e  a  number of t h e  farms surrounding Middleburg and nearby 
Uppervi l le .  Others b u i l t  anew, bu t  Phipps took y e t  another  course - - t h a t  of buying t h e  
m i l l  complex and transforming what had been e s s e n t i a l l y  an e a r l y  i n d u s t r i a l  complex i n t o  a  
country e s t a t e .  Unfortunately,  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  ( o r  a r c h i t e c t s )  respons ib le  f o r  t h i s  eminently 
succesfu l  conversion i s  unknown. To t h e  main house, wings were added a t  both ends, more than  
doubling t h e  s i z e  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  f a b r i c .  A l l  stonework i n  t h e  add i t ions  was c a r e f u l l y  l a i d  
t o  match t h e  random-rubble p a t t e r n  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  bui ld ing .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  what was most 
probably a  dairy/smokehouse j u s t  south of t h e  o l d  k i t chen  was converted i n t o  a  guest  house. 
Phipps was a l s o  r e spons ib le  f o r  t h e  bu i ld ing  of  t h e  stone-and-frame s t a b l e ,  t o  t h e  west of 
t h e  main house, and f o r  changing t h e  approach t o  t h e  complex. A new d r i v e  was constructed 
on t h e  l i n e  of t h e  o l d  m i l l r a c e ,  c r e a t i n g  a  longer ,  more p ic turesque  approach t o  t h e  house 
than  had previous ly  ex i s t ed .  Not t h e  l e a s t  impressive of t h e  changes t h a t  transformed t h e  
former m i l l  p roper ty  i n t o  an e legant  country e s t a t e  was t h e  swimming pool  - - l oca ted  t o  t h e  
south of t h e  west wing of t h e  main house. The ho le  was dug "with a  donkey and a  bucket," 
and t h e  pool i s  reputedly  t h e  o l d e s t  i n  t h e  county. It was consciously designed t o  blend 
i n  with t h e  g e n t l y  s lop ing ,  s tony landscape. A number of l a r g e  rocks and boulders  were 
placed a longs ide  t h e  pool t o  make it appear a s  i f  t h i s  was, more o r  l e s s ,  a  n a t u r a l  f e a t u r e .  

Af t e r  Jay Phipps '  dea th ,  t h e  proper ty  was i n h e r i t e d  by h i s  son,  Hubert Phipps, who 
he ld  t h e  e s t a t e  only from 1957 t o  1964. Af ter  an in t e r im ownership of two d i f f e r e n t  indi-  
v i d u a l s ,  Mrs. Evelyn Maddox McConnell, who has  l i v e d  a t  t h e  M i l l  House s ince  1971, obtained 
t i t l e .  The M i l l  House continues t o  be  maintained i n  exce l l en t  condi t ion ,  and continues 
t o  exemplify both  t h e  e a r l y  beginnings of t h e  complex a s  an i n d u s t r i a l  e n t e r p r i s e  and i t s  
l a t e r  t ransformat ion  a s  a  handsome country e s t a t e .  

SAC 

' Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission s t a f f ,  Middleburg H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  (~ ichmond,  
1981).  (Nat ional  Reg i s t e r  of H i s t o r i c  P laces  nomination form). This g ives  a d d i t i o n a l  
information on Powell and on t h e  e a r l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  h i s t o r y  of t h e  a r e a .  

~ ~ e r ,  Adolph, "Henry phipps," i n  Dic t ionary  - of American Biography (New York, 1934),  
PP. 550, 551. 

Smith, Raymond W . ,  Old Westbury-Gardens (Albany, 1976).  (Nat ional  Reg i s t e r  of H i s t o r i c  
P laces  nomination form) . 

4 ~ i d d l e b u r g  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  ( s e e  foo tno te  1 above) g ives  a d d i t i o n a l  information on t h e  
e a r l y  20th-century development of t h e  Middleburg a r e a  a s  a  cen te r  of a f f l u e n t  country 
e s t a t e s .  

~ r s .  Evelyn Maddox McConnell, in te rv iew,  June, 1982. ( ~ r s  . McConnell, t h e  cu r ren t  owner 
of t h e  M i l l  House, r e l a t e d  t h i s  a s  t r a d i t i o n a l  l o r e  i n  t h e  county. ) 
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10 .  GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

Verbal Boundary Descr ip t ion:  

Beginning a t  a  po in t  on S s i d e  of U. S. Rte 50 a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of  s a i d  r o u t e  
wi th  t h e  c e n t e r  l i n e  of Hatchers M i l l  RQad, about 1 ,750 '  SE of t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  wi th  
VA 611; thence extending about 992'  SE &long s a i d  s i d e ;  thence  about 684' SW; thence 
about 91'  SE; thence about 897' SW; thence about 1 ,361 '  NWto cen te r  l i n e  of Hatchers 
T r i l l  Road; thence  about 1 ,781 '  NE along cen te r  l i n e  df s a l d  road t o  po in t  of o r i g i n .  

aased on Apr i l  1964 p l a t  ( t r a c t  11), included wi th  t h i s  nomination. 
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