7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

_* excellent - deteriorated ___ unaltered * _ originat site

— good ——— fuins X __ altered —..moved date _ N/A B,
. fair —_ unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance
" DESCRIPTION SUMMARY

fThe buildings that comprise the Mill House complex are grouped informally on
a gently sloping hillside above the meandering Cromwell's Run. The cluster is set
back from U. 5. Rte 50 and, except for the gatekeeper's house, is not visible from
the highway. Cromwell's Run serves as a beundary for the grouping on their southern,
western, and northern sides. Within this area, the grounds are beautifully maintained,
with woods along the perimeters and more formal lawns and gardens surrounding the
several buildings. All of the buildings in the complex are constructed of stone laid
in a random-rubble pattern. Several, including the mill, are of mixed stone and frame
construction, All are vernacular in character. While the lawns follow the contours of
the gently sloping terrain for the most part, stone walls are used in places for
definiticn and, where necessary, as retaining walls. The complex is approached from
U. S5, Rte 50 by a hard-surfaced road that runs directly south from the highway until it
reaches the mill, The road then divides, with the service road to the house veering
to the left and the maln approach ascending to the right. This drive passes between the
mill and the miller's house and circles around the cooper's house and the stable as
it ascends to the main house: the Mill House. Here a large paved area serves for
parking and as a turnaround. In general, this entrance drive, which was laid out in
1529, follows the course of the old milirace, which led from an upstream portiocn of
Cromwell's Run +to the mill., The grouping is picturesquely informal, though the
original layout was determined by practical needs: the miller's house is closest to
the mill, the cooper's house is nearby, and the Mill House, belonging to the owner
- of the complex, is on the highest level, surveying the entire complex. In overall
appearance, the Mill House group still gives evidence of its original utilitarian
purposes while also subscribing perfectly to the desideratum of its 20th-century in-
carnation as a picturesgue, informally elegant horse-ccuntry estate.

" DESCRIPTION -~ INDIVIDUAL BUILDINGS

The Mill House, the centerplece of the compesition, was the residence of the mill
owner. The original portionm of ‘the Mill House today forms the central block of a greatly
expanded building, and although alterations as well as additions have been made, the
general disposition of the original fabrie can be determined. As first built, the
house was a simple, two-story rectangle with a basement, built of locally obtained
fieldstone, laid in a random-rubble pattern. The house was, and is, covered with a gable
roof, and there are stone chimneys at each gable end, The three bays of each major ele-
vation (the north and south fronts) are irregulerly spaced, but the middle bay on
each front has a doorway. Both doors are capped with rectangular, four~light
transcms. The fenestration on the north front, with 6/9 sash on the first floor and
6/6 sash above, appears to be the original condition; all fenestration on the south front
has been enlarged. On the first floor, the windows flanking the door have 10/15
sash, The two windows directly above them have 10/10 sash, and the middle window,
above the door, maintains the original 6/6 arrangement. Above, dormer windows have also
been added on the south front of the original portion of the house. There is a basement
below grade, which is 1it by rectangular windows protected with vertical wooden grills,
On the north front, a later porch extends across the first floor of the original house
and covers a porticon of one of the additions as well.

(See continuation Sheet #1)



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
___ prehistoric ___ archeoclogy-prehistoric ._._ community planning  _ _ landscape architecture..__. religion
___1400-1499 ____ archeclogy-historic —_ CcONservation e law -——_ SCience
——_1500-1699 ____ agriculture -_.. economics —__ literature . -——— sculpture
1600-1699 _X _ architecture . education e military —— Social/
X 1700-1799 .. _art ._.. engineering ____ music humanitarian
_x . 1800~-1899 ____ commerce -— exploration/settlement ___ philosophy — theater
—3%-- 1900~ - COMmunications -3 industry ___politics/government  _ transportation
____invention X _ other (specify)
o ' Equestrian
Specuu:dates c. 1800 1929 o Bqﬂgfffgfhnqct unknowvn

Statement of Significance {in one pal_-agr_aphl
) STATEMENT QE;SIGNIFICANCE

The Mill Houser complex is an extraordinarily complete and well-preserved group of
structures with two important associations: that of a late 18th- to early 19th-century
rural Virginia grist mill operation, and that of a 20th-century "hunt country" estate.

In these -associations, the Mill House is connected with two important figures in these
two very different eras of the history of this portion of Northern Virginia: Leven Pow-
ell, who founded the nearby town of Middleburg and probably had constructed many of the
buildings in the Mill House complex, and Jchn 8. (Jay) Phipps, scion of one of the great
industrisl fortunes of America's gilded age, and one of the major figures responsible: for -
the present day reputation of the Faungquier-Loudoun county area as a center of affluent
country living, centered around equestrianism. In addition to the mill itself, there
remain the miller's house, the cooper's house and shop, the mill owner's house (now the
centerpiece of the complexi, and what was likely a dairy/smokehouse. At present, the
mill itself has not been thoroughly investigated to determine its original configuration,
but its very existence, coupled with so many subsidiary buildings, makes it an important
survival of an early agricultural/industrial complex. After the mill ceased as a viable
economic operation, the property took on an entirely new aspect. Jay Phipps purchased
the complex in 1924, and under his aegis it was transformed into an impressive country
estate. From 1924 to 1929 the work included the enlargement of the mill owner's house

to its present proportions, the remcdeling and restoration of several of the outbuildings
to become guest quarters, the addition of a stable, and a swimming pool. The mill itself
was apparently left unchanged, though it had already been altered from its original
condition prior to the purchase of the property by Phipps. In addltlon, careful land-
scaping was undertaken to tie the various elements together, and changes made in the
roadways. That the complex so well displays both aspects of its history - that

of an early industrial/agricultural complex and a later country estate — speaks well for
the soundness of the original configuration and for the sensitivity demonstrated by those
responsible for the 20th-century alterations.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The first recorded owner of the property now encompassed in this nomination was
Charles Burgess, who obtained it as a land grant in 1731. Burgess later sold the
property to Charles Chinn, and it was during his ownership that the first mention of
a mill occurs. Page 4 of the Fauquier County Minute Book 1768-72 recorded the order that
"On petition of Charles Chinn leave is granted him to erect a water mill on Cromwell
Run. It appearing that he has land on both sides of the said run and that the land of
no other person will be affected thereby." This permission was obtained at the August
1768 session of the county court. Chinn's will, dated 1788, directed that all his lands

"in the counties of Fauquier and Loudoun be sold by (his) executors for cash, tobacco,
or slaves." (Fauquler County Will Book 2/125}. 1In 1791, Leven Powell purchased this:
and other property from CHinn's executors "for 632 pounds current meney of Virginia."
(Fauquier County Deed Book 10/369). Leven Powell (1737-1810) was perhaps the most
notable personage associated with the property. One of Northern Virginia's leading

(See continuastion sheet #U4)




























