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5. Classification 
Ownership of Property (Cbeck as many boxes as apply) 

- X- private 
public-local 

- public-State 
- public-Federal 

Category of Property (Check only one box) 
X- building(s) - 
- district 
-site 
- structure 
-object 

Number of Resources within Property 

Conhibuting Noncontributing 
I -- 2 - buildings 

- I (ruin) _I(-) sites 
smctures - 
objects - 

2 -- - 3-Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register -0 - 

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "NIA" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

NIA 
6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (Enter categories from iII~hucti0flS) 

Cat: D O M E S T I C  Sub: -Single Dwelling 
AGRICULTUREISUBSISTANCE - Agricultural Outbuilding - - - 

AGRICULTURWSUBSISTANCE - Agricultural Processing 
AGRICULTUREISUBSISTANCE - Agricultural Field 

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
Cat: -DOMESTIC -- Sub: .-Single Dwelling (Vacant) - 

AGRICULTUREISUBSISTANCE - Agricultural Outbuilding (Vacant)- - ~ 

AGRICULTWUYSUBSJSTANCE - Agricultural Processing Ruin 
AGRICULTUREISUBSISTANCE - Agricultural Field 
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7. Description 
Architectural Classiflation (Enter categories from instructions) 

COLONIAL: Hall-and-chamber - 

Materials (Enter categories from instructions) 
foundation STONE - Sandstone; Limestone - 
roof METAL - Ti 
walls WOOD - Weatherboard 

other CORNICE - Wood 
CHIMNEY - Stone 

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

8. Statement of Sigaifiunce 
Applicable National Rmister Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for 
~ i i o n a l  Register listing)- 

A Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

-x- B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. 
-x- c Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, pericd, or method of construction or 

represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction. 

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.) 

- A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes. 

- B removed from its original location. 

- C a birthplace or a grave. 

- D a cemetery. 

- E a reconstructed building, object or structure. 

- F a commemorative property. 

- G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years. 
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Areas of Significance (Enter categories 6om instructions) 
ARCHITECTURE - POLITICSIGOVERNMENT INVENTION 

Period of Significance -1763-1773 

Significant Dates -1763- 

. . .- 
Significant ~ e r s n ~ ( ~ o m ~ l e t e  if Criterion B is marked above) 

Thomas Marshall, father of Chief Justice John Marshall- 

Cultural Affiliation 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the properly on one or more continuation sheets.) 

9. Major Bibliqmphical References 
Bibliography 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 
Previous documentation on file W S )  
- X- preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been 

requested. 
-previously listed in the National Register 
- previously determined eligible by the National Register 
- designated a National Historic Landmark 
-recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 

- recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 
Primary Location of Additional Data 
- X- State Historic Preservation Office 
-Other State agency 
- Federal agency 
- Local government 
-University 

Other 
Name ofrepository: 

10. Gengraphical Data 
Acreage of Property -322.32 

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northinr! 

- X- See continuation sheet 
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11. Form Prepared By 

nameltitle: Chew1 H. Shepherd Architectural Historian 

Organization: _Millennium Preservation Services date-19- June 2003 

street & number: _P. 0. Box 3 12 telephone-540-349-0 1 18 

city or tom- Warrenton state -VA-zip code -201 88-03 12- 

Continuation Sheets 

Mans r- 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 
A sketch map for historic districts and pmpe~ties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 
Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 
(Comolete this item at the reauest of the SHPO or FPO.) . . 
name - Learning Tree F ~ A  LLC, David C. c o i ~ i n s , P h ~  

sweet & number-28 14 Motor Avenue telephone-3 10-837-8485 

city or tow- Los Angeles state- CA- zip code -90064 

Paperwork Redoction Act Stattmrnt: This information is being mlleRed for applications to the National Register of Historic PI- to nominate 
pmpmks for listing or determine eligibility for listing to list pmpertles, d lo amad existing listin@. R s p w s s  tothis q u e s t  is required to obtain a  
benefit in accordance wim the N a W  Historic Rsmat ion Act, as amended (I6 U.S.C. 470 ef oeq.). 
Estimated Bordcn Satememt: Public rcpming bvrden forlhis form is eshaled to avsngc 18.1 h m  per response including thetime forreviewing 
in~h'uctions, gathering and mainhining data, dmmplet ing aod reviewing the form D M  mmmcnts regding this burden stimte or any aspea of 
this f m  to the Chief, Admmismiw kvicu Division, N a t M  Pu* S k ,  P.O. Box 37127, WashingtMI, DC 20013-7127; d the Office of 
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7. Summary Description: 

The 322-acre Hollow property is situated approximately twenty-four miles northwest ofthe county seat in Warrenton and 
about four-tenths of a mile north of the village of Markham in northwest Fauquier County. The parcel lies in a valley 
known as Wildcat Hollow and the "hollar" as it is defined by the formation ofthe Blue Ridge with Wildcat Mountain to 
the west, Naked Mountain to the northeast, Little Cobbler, Red Oak and Buck mountains to the southeast and southwest.' 
The Hollow hact itself is bordered on three sides by roads. Leeds Manor Road (Route 688) is on the west, the mad to 
Beulah Baptist Church nms north along part of the east property line and Marshall School Lane borders on the south. 
This last mad presently concludes about 300 feet east of the driveway and may have been named for the home school 
taught by James Thomson at Thomas Marshall's house in the 1760s. A tall grassy highway berm is on the south side of 
this road followed by the four-lane Interstate Route 66, Rose Bank, the nineteenth~entwy home built overlooking the 
railroad station, and John Marshall Highway (Route 55) in the village. 

The Hollow dwellimg stands on a ridge faciig south toward Markham. It is approached by an early dirt farm road leading 
north from Marshall School Lane. This road passes by the west side ofthe dwelling. A circa 1980 b e  pole cattle barn 
with a standing-seam metal roof stands approximately eighty feet from the soutbst h t  ofthe dwelling. The only other 
extant outbuilding is a circa 1915 one-story, one-bay, weatherboard frame chicken house with a standing-seam metal 
gable roof about twenty-five feet behind the house at its northeast comer. The sixteen-square-foot stone foundation ofthe 
meat house remains behiid this building. 

A recent wire fence of approximately 100' x 150' protects The Hollow dwelling and the dooryard from grazing cattle. 
Another roadbed is beyond the east side of the fence, followed by three tenaces or slopes which appear to be more 
manipulated by man than nature. A mw of old Mulbeny trees with interesting branch formation and a large black oak 
stand on the edge of the third tenace. The demolished ruins of the frame, two-story house, built about ten feet out from 
the south front of the dwelling in circa 1900, partly cover what appears to be a stone foundation of a bank barn or other 
outbuildig, but it has not been investigated. The east field continues to slope down to a brief south-to-north run from 
Goose Creek where a mid-twentieth-centwy, man-made pond is at the northeast. A stone wall along Beulah Baptist Road 
borders the southeastern born* of the pmperty, and it turns to the west and continues through The Hollow acreage 
toward Leeds Manor Road, serving to separate the more even cmp land on the south From the higher grazing land with 
limestone rock outcrops to the north. The orchard of a neighboring farmer can be seen on the distant northwest hillside. 

This Markham vicinitv has maintained its rural aericulhual use since settlement in 1765. There are a few farmhouses 
distanced by large acreage tracts along Leeds ~ k o r  Road and the G. Richard Thompson Wildlife Management Area is 
about two miles past The Hollow to the northwest. A welding shop is far out of site of The Hollow along with Hartland's 
Orchards and the StrotherGreen Cemetery, where former owner (1 877-191 7) James R. Green rests, located on Belle 
Meade Road, which is the continuation of Marshall School Lane on the west side of the Manor road. Thii area lies 
within the perimeter of the original 330-acre Thomas Marshall leasehold. Except for the mid-1970's intrusion of 
Interstate Route 66 that sliced though the southemmost boundary and separated the Rose Bank dweu'mg and meat house 
of nineteenth-century significance, the property retains its 1765 leasehold integrity in feeling and association. 
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Dwelling House, contributing building, 1763-1764:~ The Hollow dwelling is a one-and-one-half-story, three hay, 
6ame building with an uncornsed fieldstone foundation and standing-seam metal gable roof. An uncoursed stone 
exterior-end chimney leans into the west gable. The southfront elmotion has a tall, boarded-up, mortise-and-tenon- 
h e d  window with T-headed m u g h t  nails fastening a remnant ofback band west of the slightly off-center board-and- 
batten door. The original window to the east was lengthened in the nineteenth century for a second door that is vertical 
board patched with tin on the outside, hut flat-paneled on the interior. Although no sash remains in the windows, their 
size indicates the likelihood of nine-over-nine sash similar to the fully extant window at Yew Hill in Delaplane. Early 
common mortar survives on the foundation beneath later repointing with Portland cement, but several of the stones have 
fallen away below the southeast door, partly caused by the porch sill of the demolied circa 1900 house. However, 
wrought rose-head nails fasten two split lathing strips to the underside of the hewn sill here, measuring thirty and forty- 
one inches in length. Combined with the breadth of the opening in the foundation and stones faced for jambs, this 
suggests earlier 6amiig for a cellar window, and the lath sbips may have served to sbim the upper h e .  

Ti flashing to the lean-to roof of the east-side-entry porch ofthe now-removed fiame south house remains on the facade. 
While the original weatherboard on the dwelling was largely replaced in the twentieth century, the lean-to-porch roof of 
the former house protected the Period I beaded (one-half inch) and beveled cladding on the south elevation from the 
southwest comer to the near-center entrance. This apparently original covering is attached with apmminenceof wrought 
rose-headed and T-headed nails. Small tin patches are present on this elevation, and some pieces of plywood prevent 
water penetration. No cornice remains on this elevation, leaving the rafter ends visible. Several rafters at both ends have 
inexplicable peg holes horizontally through them. A wooden or lead gutter was considered, hut attaching it to the rafters 
instead of the eave above the cornice would be awkward. 

The emf gable end has no first-floor openings at present, but eighteenth-century headers for former doors were 
discovered at both comers when several twentieth-century weatherboards were removed for closer examination. The 
northeast opening may have been a window for a period, hut this remains uncertain without full exposure of the W i n g .  
Although down braces are common in the comers of t imber -he  buildings, the north and south comer posts were 
mortised for them, but there are no peg holes to fasten their tenons. Therefore, the unusual openings on this east end 
appear to have been original to the house, and the circular-sawn infill studs centered under the headers with cut nails 
indicate their enclosure in the late nineteenth or early twentieth century. The heavy sill on this east side is also circular 
sawn, indicating a repair. Circular-sawn studs are toe-nailed with wire nails to the upper girder between heavierpit-sawn 
studs in a span of six-and-ne-half feet, just three inches narrower than the stone chimney width on the west end. The 
addition of these toe-nailed infill studs where earlier mortises are absent, appears to have been intended to fill a void and 
strongly suggests that a chimney stood on this east end prior to the early twentieth century. A slightly off'enter tin- 
covered garret window is above in the gable. 

A six-foot-nine-inch wide uncoursed fieldstone exterior-end chimney stands against the west side. This chimney begins 
to lean heavily into the house at the shoulder, as much as twenty-eight inches at the top. Although repointed with a flush 
joint in Portland by Alvin Baud during Ted Lake's ownership, the fieldstone was moriared with l i e  and clay.3 A 
freestandiig stack above the shoulder is more typical of 1760s c h i e y  construction, leaving questions about its 
authenticity. A plywood-covered garret window is on the south side of the chimney. Plywood also covers the inner 
broad-axed down brace and studs at the lower northwest comer of the c h i e y .  

The north rear elevation is three hays wide, in keeping with the h n t .  A boarded-up nearly-centered door is flanked by 
two boarded-up window openings. The circular-sawn west jamb, reworking of the header with cut nails and an infill 
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circular-sawn east jamb provide evidence that the door was moved twenty inches to the east in the nineteenth century. A 
piece of plywood covers the weatherboard above the foundation on the lower northeast corner of this facade. The north 
rear foundation appears in better shape than that on the south, and no indication of cellar windows is seen here. Three 
original beaded weatherboards remain below portions of the molded cornice, also of the tirst period. 

Interior Dwelling: 
The cellar is entered through a later opening near the northeast comer of the west hall floor. It currently has a shallow 
earthen floor about five feet h m  the pit-sawn joists, probably due to the underlying bedrock. Deeper excavation 
revealed what appears to be a plaster floor above some sections of bedrock! The stone walls and joists retain residue of 
whitewash, used to brighten the dark space which does appear to have been lit by windows on the south h n t .  Internal 
stone walls are at the east and west ends for which no logical purpose could be found following intensive study other than 
to provide additional support for the one-foot broad hewn summer beam that extends several feet beyond the east.' 
Support for this theory is evidenced in the eastern interior wall where the stones were not keyed into the north foundation 
and probably not into the south where repointing hinders analysis. The north foundation stones were actually cut out, and 
the end of the east wall pushes into it6 Thus, the addition of the east interior wall is contributing to the structural 
deterioration of the foundation. The continuous hewn front sill, dated to 1763, and plates in the garret are of Period I, 
further dispensing with an argument for additions to each end. Furthermore, b e i i  less than two feet to the west and 
under four feet on the east also does not wanant enough of an extension to justify the labor unless it occurred before the 
wood frame was constructed. If these internal foundation walls were not later built to give additional support to the 
heavy summer beam, Thomas Marshall may have realized that the typical sixteen-foot-square or sixteen-by-hventy-foot 
tenant house would be too confined for his growing family, and immediately extended it out several more feet. The east 
interior wall does have a niche in the northeast comer that may have been opened at one time for access from the exterior 
which will be more fully explored when the house is repaired and restored. 

Thefirstflwr bas an eighteenth-century hall-and-chamber plan. (Southerners referred to the parlor as the chamber in 
inventories during this period.)7 The larger hall in the west was originally heated by a now-enclosed fireplace and 
contained the boxed stairs in the northeast wrner. The lower winder portion and steps to the floor of the stairway were 
flipped over into the east chamber when the back door was moved twenty inches eastward in the nineteenth century to 
better align it with the 6ont door. As designed originally, cross ventilation though the enhances was impossible, and this 
change created a more symmehical dwelling house. An early twentieth-century kplacement paneled door is in the north 
enhance, and the board-and-batten door on the eont is of the late nineteenth century. However, it is surmunded by a fine 
Period I architrave with an ogee or cyma-reversa back band fastened with wrought nails. Window openings face one 
another on the south and north walls. The mortise-and-tenon-joined architrave of the south window is attached with 
wrought nails, with a ghost of a back band evident. The d m  and window trim retain evidence of Spanish brown paint 
under later layers. 

The walls and ceilings of the hall are presently finished with Period 11 ten-@twelve-inch-wide, beaded, horizontal boards 
with several coats of peeling white-to-grey lime wash. This circa 1800, mill-sawn, hall paneling is fully attached with 
wrought rose-headed and T-headed nails, except for the east partition wall which has nineteenth-century cut nails in the 
vertical boards. An early weathered board-and-batten door with H-L hinges and leather washers swings into the east 
chamber on this partition. This door has numerous lock holes showing long exterior use, and its height fits the south door 
opening where it likely belongs. The dividing wall is awkwardly cut around the south front door frame and would have 
been relocated h m  its former position along the back wall of the boxed stairs in the chamber during the nineteenth- 
century rear door and step alteration. The beaded mill-sawn horizontal boards on the walls in the chamber have been 
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fastened with nineteenth-century cut nails. Careful removal of some of the wall and ceilmg boards in both rooms 
revealed the holes for lathing nails in the studs and joists. Further, pieces of lath were discovered between the present 
ceiling and pit-sawn girders on the east and west ends. One on the east side was also burned, another layer of support for 
a chimney on that elevation. Thus, the hall and chamber were most certainly plastered in Period I or at least prepared for 
the finish. The hall received panelmg in the fourth quarter ofthe eighteenth century or early nineteenth century, while the 
chamber wall hoards were applied later amund 1820 judging by the discovered crossover cut nails. 

There is also considerable early plaster residue on the exposed stone c h i i e y  in the hall which further supports other 
evidence that wall plastering was indeed executed. The mantel is a crude board laid upon wood L-brackets. The 
original mantel and surmund have not survived. Although many of the stones in the hearth have detached, its 
fi;lming is largely intact. The six-inch-wide floor boards are a circular-sawn replacement, with wire nails and 
remnants of linoleum. In the east chamber, a flat-paneled door has replaced the former window on the south wall. 
Two panels of roofmg tin cover the bottom of the northeast corner where the cut for the former door is clear, but 
there are longer circular-sawn boards over the southeast door, both discerned h r n  the exterior. The north window 
has no sash, but the W e  is original. Three-inchwide, circular-sawn, floor boards are in this east chamber. This 
east end apparently endured water penetration for some time since the last floor joist and sill had to be replaced, and 
the end of the summer beam is rotted or otherwise damaged. 

The garret has a two bedchamber, central passage plan and appears to be largely Period I construction throughout, 
including the poplar floors, hewn and pit-sawn oak rafters, collar beams and joists. The "feet of the rafters rest on a 
[continuous] pit-sawn false plate, which is in tum nailed to the tops of the joists with wrought nails. The joists 
themselves are notched over the plate."' The e r s  have traditional pegged mortise-and-tenon joints at the ridge. The 
ceiling of the west bedchamber retains sections of early common lime plaster, and the generally four-foot long, split 
lathing d p s  are fully attached with wought nails, indicating a first-period fmish. The angled side knee walls of wide 
horizontal boards with whitewash residue are attached to the riven oak shlds with cut nails, probably a Period 111 
alteration. The knee walls are not original since wrought lathing nails and plaster residue carry down the rafters to the 
plate indicating a m l y  seen fully plaster-finished garret. The eight-to twelve-inch-wide hewn floor boards are tongue 
and grooved and joined with splines or strips of poplar in the west bedchamber. The peg holes to tighten these boards 
remain in every other joist. This technique has only been seen in one other Fauquier County dwelling house at Mt. 
Independence, built circa 1780 for Maj. John Thomas Chunn on Crooked Run. It has now been "restored," thus 
removing the period e~idence.~ 

The fueplace on the west end has been enclosed on this floor as well, but evidence of the original shallow heatth Gaming, 
typical for a small bedchamber fireplace, remains in the floor. Although the existing chimney condition does not indicate 
two separate flues, the presence of the hearth "makes it very likely that there had been a firebox here at the time of 
original con~truction."'~ The window opening on the south side of the chimney has wrought nails into the rabbet joint 
connection to the hewn studs which also appears of the fust period. The east bedchamber has a circular-sawn, wire- 
nailed window jamb on the east wall, placing it in the very late nineteenth or early twentieth century. Yet, to the north of 
this preseat boarded-up opening, a rabbet joint is cut in the hewn studs which are heavily weathered below sill height to 
the floor on facing sides where the Period I window was most certainly located. This situation ofthe window more to the 
north originally allowed clearance for the strongly evidenced east chimney stack to its south. Apparently, this window 
was repositioned toward the center afker the chiimney collapsed a was removed in the end ofthe nineteenth or in the early 
twentieth century. The purpose of the opening relocation was for more symmetrical center placement ofthe window and 
to better illuminate the dark cenml passage through the door of this east bedchamber. 
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Although the poplar floor boards in both upper chambers are pit-sawn, planed, gouged for leveling at joists and finally 
fastened with wrought nails, the distinction between the rooms is the spliine-joined tongue and groove in the west, while 
the boards are shiplapped on the east. One can only question whether the flooring in each room was performed 
simultaneously by ditferent joiners who used different methods or the result of a slightly later application. Yet, neither 
bedchamber could go unfinished for long due to the rapid expansion of the Marshall family. A section of horizontal 
partition remains on the riven studs at the northwest comer ofthe east bedchamber. The wrought-nailed lathing strips in 
this bedroom have not retained plaster. Of particular interest is the effort to detail this private attic sleeping space. In 
addition to the plaster finishing above the primary floor, which is unusual for a leasehold house in this period of the 
eighteenth century, the door frames into the east and west bedchambers were elaborated with a tine half-inch bead in 
Period I. 

This eighteenth-cenhny V i i n i a  house has endured minor alterations considering its 240 years of existence, largely 
caused by neglect and environmental impacts, or to improve ventilation and illrrmination and partly influenced by a desire 
for Sytmehy in the late Georgian period. The two-story, timber-framed, late-nineteenth-or early-twentieth-century south 
addition was non-invasively attached and removed without damage to the fapde in the 1980s. Unlike too many of 
Fauquier County's early houses, The Hollow was not absorbed and swallowed withii a monumental addition. 
Representing the second oldes4 dated house in Fauquier County and retaining its original form, recognizable floor plan, 
design, materials, and workmanship, the finelydetailed Hollow dwelling house retains very high architechual integrity. 

Meat House Ruins, contributing site, circa 1763: Used as a aash dump at least until 1959, judging by the Virginia 
license plate, a plastic ladies' eyeglass case and labeled product jars of the period, the stone foundation has recently been 
carefully revealed." The foundation measures sixteen-by-sixteen-feet square representing a typical meat house size in 
Fauquier County and the South. The entrance jambs are on the south side facing the frame chicken house an4 more 
appropriately, the dwelling. A circa 1900 walnut tree is growing into the meat house at its northeast comer and is likely 
responsible for much of its deterioration. A circa 1929 photograph shows the building as stone up to the eave where 
weatherboard rises to the peak on the gable ends. 

House Ruins, non-contributing site, circa 1900: The frame house built off the south h n t  of Thomas Marshall's 
dwelling and connected only by the flashing of the roof of its porch was demolished and pushed to a pile down on the 
east slope. It does not contribute to the period of significance. 

Chicken House, non-contributing building, circa 1915: This is a one-story, one-bay, weatherboarded m e  building 
with a patched standiig-seam metal over wood shingle gable roof. The entrance is at the southeast comer of the east 
elevation. A raised wooden floor now serves as storage for an antiquated re6igerator and other discarded items. With 
the loss of several weatherboards especially on the west side and overtaken on the north and east with thick 
circumference vines, the building is threatened with neglect and root penetration of the overhanging walnut tree behind 
the meat house. 

Pole Cattle Barn, non-cnntributing building, circn 1980: This frame pole barn has a metal roof and stands well off to 
the southeast comer of The Hollow dwelling. 
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NOTES 

' Slaw Baptism AvUlwivtion daed 28 Doamber 1828 by Thornton Ash f a  bonr ALbsd for IJK libmy to apply for dmimvla to the B.pfM 
C h d  "in h e  hollar" in Ik U~ppsr- C d  B.phn Chvrch Raards, 1801-1859, Msocl Up653 b, Richmaod: Virginia Histmkd Society. 

2 William I. Callahan .ad Edmd R. Cmk, PhD., "TICDRing Duing of TIC Hollow H o w ,  Mu*huq Fauquier County, Virginia," November 
2002.6; Herman J. Heikkmm, Ph.D., "Final Repon l%e h t   yea^ of Tres Omwm for Sekcted Timbm &in "The Hollow" As Derived by 
Key-Yea Dendmchmnology" (Bkcksburg V i i :  Den-ology, Inc., July 1996), 4. 

' Henry C. G r q  telephone inlerview by author, I5 Juac, 2003. 

' Jwh Dunaq David Wssog Mike Kkin d Emily Lindveit, "Archaenlogd S w v y  aad Excdvation U 7k Hollow MarLbam Virginia" 
(Fredericksburg Virginis: Csofa for Histo* F'muWh. Maty Washington Colkge, 2002), 18. 

' Pern SdbccL,  Archiwmd Hismnm, "The Hollow: Arcbaemml I n y c ~ ~ n  R c p d  (Williunsbwg, Virginia: Colonial Williamsbvrg 
Fwndation, I I July 2000). 12. 

' Cmille Wells, PhD, DcplRmeat of A r e W  History, University of Virginia, telephone intelview by author, 11 April 2003. 

G. Ed& Ashby, Faquisr Cwaty historic stonemaron duriog mUaborative lrcbaemml investigation of l k  HoUow, I 1  July 2000, T. 
Triplen Russell, "Fauquier County Virginia Swvey of F m  Plsas," (n. p., 1984). 672. 

" Fauquier County historic stofmumu G. Ed& *by, Tommi Gmgg and mhaemml hislorim Chcryl Shepherd invsstigatcd the m a t  
house ruins on 24 November 2002 to w n h  the size aad wnfinn the function of the building. 
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8. Statement of Significance: 

The Hollow meets three areas of significance relating to the themes of architecture, politics/government and invention 
6om 1763 through 1773. Thomas Marshall arrived in Prince William County in 1753 as a planter. Four years aAer the 
birth of his son John, he received appointments as Fauquier County's principal surveyor and magistrate. He quickly rose 
to leadership roles commanding the county militia and election to the House of Burgesses where he sewed on the most 
politically powerful cornmiltees with George Washington and Thomas Jefferson. Between 1763 and 1764, Thomas 
Marshall built the dwelling named for the valley that surrounds it and for the famous boy who grew up within its oaken 
walls. Although worn with time and neglect, the h e ,  colonial hall-and-chamber Hollow house is distinguished for its 
rare 240-year survival without invasive additions or alteraton of its original sixteen-by-twenty-eight-foot form. Thomas 
Marshall invented a revolutionary hue meridian surveying device called Marshall's Meridian Instrument and which the 
General Assembly endorsed in two legislative acts. Possessing a contributing circa 1763 meat house site. a non- 
contributing h e  chicken house, a non-contributing frame pole cattle barnand anon-conbiiuting 6ame house ruin, The 
Hollow continues to have very good integrity in location, design, setting, materials, worlrmanship, feeling and 
association. 

Justification of Criteria 

The Hollow is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places under Criteria B and C. The pmperty meets 
Criterion B for its association with Col. Thomas Marshall who steadfastly rose from a backwoods planter to a respected 
gentleman surveyor, influential and multi-term member of the House of Burgesses, county sheriff, clerk of the court, 
honored soldier and inventor. Raised by his son as his only intelligent childhood companion, a watchful parent and an 
affectionate instructive Friend, Thomas Marshall was the foundation of the nation's most celebrated Chief Justice of the 
United States Supreme Court. The Hollow applies to Criterion C for its architectural significance. Commonplace in the 
eighteenth century, a colonial hall-andshamber V i a  house that still possesses its original fonn, materials and 
craftsmanship without envelopment within a larger addition or becoming secondary to one is especially rare, particularly 
in the Hunt Counby of the Piedmont. 

Historic Context 

The Hollow stands on a portion of the 2,925 acres of land on Goose Cnxk situated in Prince William County and granted 
by Lord Fairfax to Charles Burges of Lancaster County in 173 1. AAer the establishment of Fauquier Counly from Prince 
William, Thomas Ludwell Lee and his wife Molly of Stafford County and Col. Richard Hemy Lee with his wife Anneof 
Westmoreland County possessed the Burges G t .  On the 12th of October 1765, the first seven parcels of the patent 
were sold as lease lots, and Thomas Marshall of Fauquier purchased the second largest with 330 acres ''whereon the said 
Thomas Marshall now lives." ' A typical three-life lease, the indenture designated Marshall's wife Mary and son John as 
the other two. The Marshall family held the only lease to state that the grantee was already in residence, and no 
conditions other than the payment of five pounds of annual rent were placed upon him. The other six indentures reguired 
tenants to build at least a sixteen-foot-square dwelling house plus a twenty-four-foot-long by twenty-foot-wide tobacco 
house and plant one hundred apple Ws. All would pay five shillings annual rent, except the lessee of the unimproved 
and largest 350-acre tract, who was charged five pounds, because the cmp value of the land was more valuable to the 
land~ords.~ 


































































