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1. Name of Property

historic name Ashville Historic District

other names/site number VDHR # 030-5323

2. Location

street & number Area including 42364130 Ashville Rd. and part of Old Ashville Rd. not for publication _ N/A
City Or 10w Marshall vicinity_ X
state_Virginia code YA  county__ Fauquier code 061 Zip _ 20115

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this
__X__ nomination ____ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering
properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in
36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property _ X meets ____ does not meet the National Register Criteria.
recommend-hat-thispr idered significant ___ nationally  statewide X _locally. ( See continuation
sheet for additionai comments.)

Signature of certifying official Date
Virginia Department of Historic Resources

State or Federai agency and bureau
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In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. ( See continuation sheet for
additional comments.)

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification

I, hereby certify that this property is: Signature of Keeper
___entered in the National Register
___ See continuation sheet. Date of Action
___ determined eligible for the National Register
—— See continuation sheet.

__ determined not eligible for the National Register
__ removed from the National Register

___ other (explain):
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5. Classification

Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply)
X private
__ public-local
___ public-State
_ __public-Federal

Category of Property (Check only one box)
_ building(s)
_X_ district
__ site
___ structure
____object

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing Noncontributing

_ 16 __6_buildings
1 sites
structures
objects
17 _ __6_Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register _ 0__

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions) SEE CONTINUATION SHEET

Cat: Sub:

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)
Cat; Sub:

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET
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7. Description
Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions)
__ Gothic Revival
Other

Materials (Enter categories from instructions) SEE CONTINUATION SHEET
foundation
roof
walls

other

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for
National Register listing)

X A Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

___ B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or

represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction.
D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)
A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.
C abirthplace or a grave.
E

D acemetery.
a reconstructed building, object or structure.
F  acommemorative property.
G

less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years.

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions)
ARCHITECTURE
ETHNIC HERITAGE: Black

Period of Significance __ 1870-1953
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Significant Dates 1870

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)
N/A

Cultural Affiliation ___ N/A

Architect/Builder

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography

{Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS)

____preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67} has been
requested,

___previously listed in the National Register

___previously determined eligible by the National Register

__designated a National Historic Landmark

____recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #

___recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

Primary Location of Additional Data

_X_ State Historic Preservation Office

___ Other State agency

__ Federal agency

___Local government

___ University

___ Other

Name of repository:

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property  Approximately 23 acres
UTM References (Place additional UTM references on 2 continuation sheet)

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
1 2

i

3 4
_X__ See continuation sheet.

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)
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Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

name/title: Maral 8. Kalbjan/ Architectural Historian and Margaret T, Peters/Research Historian

Organization: ___Maral 8. Kalbian date__July 15, 2003
street & number; 2026 Old Chapel Road telephone _ 540-837-2081
city or town Boyce state_ VA zipcode 22620

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)
name __ See Attached Property Ownetrs List

street & number telephone

city or town state zip code

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being colfected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places 1o nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing. to list properties, and 10 amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.5.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewmg
instructions. gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division. National Park Service, P.0. Box 37127. Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budgel. Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washingten, DC 20503
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6. HISTORIC FUNCTIONS:

DOMESTIC
Single dwelling
Secondary structure

COMMERCE/TRADE
Specialty Store

EDUCATION
School

RELIGION
Religious facility

FUNERARY
Cemetery

CURRENT FUNCTIONS:

DOMESTIC
Single dwelling
Secondary structure

RELIGION
Religious facility

FUNERARY
Cemetery
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7. DESCRIPTION

Materials:
FOUNDATION
Stione
WALLS
WOOD: weatherboard
log
STUCCO
SYNTHETICS
ROOF
METAL: tin
ASPHALT
OTHER
WwOOD
BRICK
STONE
SUMMARY DESCRIPTION:

The Ashville Historic District is located in the village of Ashville, in a rural area of northwest
Fauquier County, Virginia, about 3 %2 miles west of the Town of Marshall. The Reconstruction-
era African-American village contains approximately twenty resources, the majority of which are
vernacular dwellings, and generally front along Ashville and Old Ashville roads. The boundaries
of the roughly 23-acre linear historic district encompass most of Ashville along the west side of
Ashville Road, north of its junction with Ramey Road, and south of its junction with Old
Ashville Road. The district contains nine properties, including the Ashville Church, Ashville
School, Ashville Community Cemetery, and a concentration of historic dwellings, which
represent the growth and development of this Reconstruction-era African-American community.

Although the village is unincorporated and was thus never officially named, the community is
referred to in county records as “Ashville” as early as 1874. By reason of its rural nature and
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lack of official limits, Ashville generally encompasses a much larger area than what is included
in the Ashville Historic District. The approximately 23 acres that are included in the district
contain the historic resources that are clearly visible from Ashville Road, while the more remote
rural areas and ones with concentrations of non-contributing resources are not included in the
boundaries.

Ashville’s layout is dictated by roads, property lines, and landscape features. It is primarily a
linear district situated along the west side of Ashville Road between a steep hill to the east and
Little Cobbler Mountain to the west. A small creek named Bolling Branch follows Ashville Road
and runs through the yards of many of the properties in the district. The Ashville Community
Cemetery is located on a hillside on the western edge of the district.

The seventeen contributing resources in the district are made up primarily of residences and their
associated domestic-related outbuildings. The other contributing resources include a church,
former school, former store, and cemetery. Archaeological resources are not included in this
nomination. The six noncontributing elements in the district are primarily outbuildings.

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS

Ashville is a small rural community that lies approximately 3 'z miles west of the town of
Marshal! in northwest Fauquier County, Virginia. The community developed after the Civil War
and was named after sisters Harriet and Catherine Ash, who in 1869 willed about 150 acres of
land to their former slaves. Some of the freed blacks that were willed land included Betty and
William Ash, Jacob Douglas, and Frank Settle. A new community grew on a portion of this land
under African-American ownership and focused around the Ashville Baptist Church, organized
in 1874,

The architectural resources in the Ashville Historic District include domestic-related buildings as
well as a church, former school, former store, and a community cemetery -- basic elements of
small rural villages. The buildings, some of which are fairly modest, are generally of the
vernacular and are significant as a collection that makes up an intact Reconstruction-era African-
American community. Although Ashville has continued to grow and develop as a residential
community through the 20" century, the historic district includes a concentration of the oldest
resources that are symbols of the endurance of this African-American community.
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The majority of land within the Ashville Historic District is located on portions of tracts that
were willed to former slaves Frank Settle and Jacob Douglas by sisters Harriett and Catherine
Ash (Fauquier County Will Book 32: 97,149; Fauquier County Land Tax Books, 1870). The
house at 4236 Ashville Road (030-5323-0001} is one of the oldest in the district and was
probably built by Jacob Douglas shortly after he received his land in 1870 (Photo 1). Sited on a
small hill at the southern edge of the village, the two-story, two-bay, gable-roofed, vernacular
frame dwelling features stucco siding, a standing-seam metal roof, stone foundation, and a large
exterior-end stone chimney.

Douglas deeded a portion of his land north of his house to the Colored Church of Ashville
(organized in 1874) and another parcel across Ashville Road to the school trustees. The current
vernacular Gothic Revival-style frame church known as Ashville Baptist Church (030-5323-
0003) was constructed in 1899, replacing the original one (Phote 2). The one-story, three-bay,
stuccoed frame church has a standing-seam metal gable roof and sits on a stone foundation with a
cornerstone. A two-stage tower with an open pyramidal-roefed belfry tops the protruding
entrance bay, located at the front gable end. Pointed-arched double-hung windows in rectanguiar
frames are found throughout the building. Modern additions are limited to a side/rear one-story
wing.

Beginning in 1876, classes were taught to children in the old church until the construction of a
separate school building across the road (Photo 3). This one-story, gable-end frame building sits
on a stone foundation, and is believed to have been constructed in the 1910s. It is currently being
renovated and is clad in vinyl siding, with a standing-seam metal roof, new one-over-one-sash
windows and an interior flue. Some of the original 6/6 windows still hang in the rear of the
building.

The house at 4186 Ashville Road (030-5323-0006) is located along the west side of Ashville
Road, toward the northern edge of the district (Photo 4). The three-bay, 1 Y2-story, vernacular
dwelling is the only one in the district that is of log construction. Stucco has been added to the
sides and rear of the building, but the original weatherboard siding is still exposed under the
porch and in the central front gable. The standing-seam metal gabled roof is dominated by a large
central front gable with a six-over-six-sash window. The house features six-over-six-sash
windows and a large exterior-end stone chimney with a brick stack flanked by four-light fixed
attic windows. The well-preserved dwelling appears to have been constructed ca. 1875 by
Charles Brooks and for most of the 20™ century was in the ownership of the Sanford family.
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Most of the other historic resources in the district are dwellings that date to the first quarter of the
twentieth century and illustrate different vernacular forms that were popular throughout the
region during that time. The house at 4200 Ashville Road (030-5323-0005) was constructed ca.
1900 and is an example of a vernacular hall-parlor-plan dwelling (Photo 5). The two-story, three-
bay, gable-roofed house has a standing-seam metal gable roof, stucco siding, six-over-six-sash
windows, and a three-bay front porch with square posts. John Wesley Bolden, a former owner,
constructed the fine stone wall along the front of the property in the mid-1940s.

The house at 4224 Ashviile Road (030-5323-0004) is a two-story, three-bay vernacular I-house
with a gable roof of standing-seam metal, a central brick tlue, and a three-bay front porch (Photo
6). It was constructed in 1921 by John Hughes and is located on a hill overlooking the
community.

The district also includes a 2 '2-story frame dwelling that is a modified version of an American
Foursquare. The House at 4146 Ashville Road (030-5323-0007) is a two-bay frame dwelling
with a hipped roof clad in standing-seam metal and three-bay front porch with battered wooden
posts on brick piers (Photo 7). The formed concrete foundation was hand-poured using sand
from Bolling Branch which runs through the front yard closer to Ashville Road.

A portion of the house at 4130 Ashville Road (030-5323-0008) is believed to have been used as a
store named “Skinny Sanford’s” during part of the mid-20" century (Photo 8). Constructed in the
1910s, the building sits on a strip of land between Ashville Road and Bolling Branch, and is
currently used as a residence.

The Ashville Community Cemetery (030-5323-0009) is located on top of a hill off Old Ashville
Road at the western edge of the district. The boundaries of the approximately one-acre cemetery
are not clearly marked and parts of it are overgrown (Photo 9). It includes both marked and
unmarked graves and the earliest burial dates to Samuel Morris Armstrong who died August 19,
1873. The cemetery contains gravestones of many of the family names associated with African-
American landholders in the area including Sanford, Ashby, Lewis, Ford, O’Bannon, Bushrod,
White, O’ Neill, Allen, Marshall and Brooke. The cemetery is an important cultural resource for
this African-American community and is still in use today.

The Ashville Historic District is a collection of fairly intact post-Civil War buildings at the center
of which is the Ashville Baptist Church and the former school (Photo 10). The streetscape of the
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district retains an early-20"-century appearance because of the lack of modern intrusions (Photos
11, 12). The non-contributing elements are mainly outbuildings that do not detract from the
historical character of the village. Although several other African-American communities
developed in Fauquier County during the late 19" century, Ashville is one of the best preserved.

ASHVILLE HISTORIC DISTRICT INVENTORY

NOTES ON FORMAT AND ORGANIZATION OF INVENTORY:
The properties are listed numerically by street address. The resources are indicated as
contributing or noncontributing and are keyed to the map in regular order.

Ashville Road

4236 Ashville Road 030-5323-0001

Primary Resource Information: Dwelling, Stories 2, Style: Other, ca 1870
Two-story, 2-bay, frame (stucco), gable-roofed (standing-seam metal), vernacular dwelling on
stone foundation with boxed cornice and large exterior-end stone chimney. The house has had
some alterations including the modern vinyl 1/1 windows (original were 6/6). Other details
include a 3-bay hip-roofed porch with square supports and a rear 2-story ell with interior-end
brick flue. The house has a side, 1-story lean-to addition of concrete block and a new wooden
deck on the front.

Individual Resource Status: Dwelling Contributing
Individual Resource Status: Garage - ca. 1960, 1-story, concrete block, gable-end (v-crimp
metal) garage with vertical wood plyboard door Non-Contributing
Individual Resource Status: Shed- ca. 1960, concrete block shed with gable roof of v-crimp
metal. Non-Contributing
Individual Resource Status; Pump House - ca. 1960, concrete block pump house with gable
roof v-crimp metal. Non-Contributing

Old Ashville School, Ashville Road 030-5323-0002

Primary Resource Information: School, Stories 1, Style: Other, ca 1910
One-story, rectangular, frame (vinyl siding); gable-roofed (standing-seam metal) schoolhouse on
stone foundation with interior-end brick chimney. Building has been renovated with new siding,
new vinyl 1/1 windows, a modern deck and a new door. It appears as though work is being
conducted on the interior.
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Individual Resource Status: School Contributing
Individual Resource Status: Shed - early-20th-century, frame (vertical wood siding), shed-
roofed (standing-seam metal) shed with exposed rafter ends. Contributing

Ashville Baptist Church, 4218 Ashville Road  030-5323-0003

Primary Resource Information: Church, Stories 1, Style: Gothic Revival, 1899
One-story, 3-bay, frame (stucco over German lap siding), gable-roofed (standing-seam metal);
vernacular Gothic Revival-style church on a stone foundation with a cornerstone that reads "org.
Sept. 1874 Rebuilt Sept. 1899." a two-stage tower with an open pyramidal-roofed belfry tops the
projecting entrance bay located at the front gable end. Pointed-arched double-hung windows in
rectangular frame are found throughout the building. Modem additions are limited to a side/rear
1-story wing.
Individual Resource Status: Church Contributing

4224 Ashville Road  030-5323-0004
Primary Resource Information: Dwelling, Stories 2, Style: Other, 1921

Three-bay, 2-story, frame (vinyl), I-house with gable roof (standing-seam metal) with central

brick flue and 2 lightning rods. Front 3-bay porch with turned posts. The house has a rear 2-story

wing with enclosed side porches, alterations include new siding, new front door, new windows,

and new concrete porch floor.

Individual Resource Status: Dwelling Contributing

Individual Resource Status: Garage - Frame (plyboard), gable-roofed (v-crimp) garage with

double doors. It sits on an old foundation but is a modern (1980s) superstructure.
Non-Contributing

Individual Resource Status: Shed - ca. 1920, frame (vertical wood siding); shed-roofed

(standing-seam metal) shed with exposed rafter ends. Contributing

4200 Ashville Road 030-5323-0003

Primary Resource Information. Dwelling, Stories 2, Style: Other, ca 1900
Two-story, 3-bay, frame (stucco), gable-roofed (standing-seam metal), hall-parlor-plan
vernacular dwelling with following details: 6/6 windows; 3-bay hip-roofed front porch with
square posts and caps; exterior-end concrete block (parged) flue on south end; plain friezeboard
with returns; rear 2-story ell with interior-end brick flue; 2-light basement windows; triangular
attic vents; and rear shed-roofed wing on wooden post foundation. Additions include the rear
wings as well as digging out the basement and putting in windows,
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Individual Resource Status: Dwelling Contributing

Individual Resource Status: Garage ca. 1943, frame (vertical wood siding), gable-roofed (v-

crimp metal) garage on with exposed rafter ends and a formed concrete foundation with cinder

block rear extension that sits below grade Contributing

Individual Resource Status: Shed ca. 1992, pole building with gable roof and T-1-11 siding.
Non-Contributing

4186 Ashville Road 030-5323-0006  Other DHR Id #: 030-0553

Primary Resource Information: Dwelling, Stories 1.5, Style: Other, ca 1875
Three-bay, 1 1/2-story, log (weatherboard on front under porch and stucco on sides and rear),
hall-parlor-plan dwelling with a gable roof (standing-seam metal) with a large central-front gable
with a 6/6 window and weatherboard siding. Other details include: exterior-end stone chimney
with brick stack flanked by 4-light fixed attic windows; 3-bay front porch with square posts; rear
1-story wing with exterior-end concrete block flue; 6/6 windows, stone foundation; metal roof;
and side basement access.

Individual Resource Status. Dwelling Contributing

Individual Resource Status: Garage - ca. 1940, frame (vertical wood siding), gable-roofed (v-
crimp) garage on cinder block foundation. Contributing

Individual Resource Status: Well House - ca. 1940s, pyramidal-roofed (metal) well cover
supported by chamfered wood posts on conerete pad. Contributing

Individual Resource Status: Shed - ca. 1945, concrete (parged), gable-roofed (asphalt shingle)
shed with exposed rafter ends. Contributing

4146 Ashville Road  030-5323-0007

Primary Resource Information: Dwelling, Stories 2.5, Style: Other, ca 1910
Two-and-one-half-story, 2-bay, frame (weatherboard), hip-roofed (standing-seam metal)
American Foursquare dwelling with 3-bay front porch with wooden battered posts on brick piers.
The formed concrete foundation was hand-poured using sand from the creek. Under the porch is
a 3-part bay window and the entrance door with 2-light sidelights. The 6/6 windows on the house
were put in 1976. Other details include: hip-roofed dormer with paired 4/1 windows; 2 central
interior brick chimneys with corbelled caps; overhanging eaves; 3-light basement windows; rear
hip-roofed enclosed porch; and rear deck.
Individual Resource Status: Dwelling Contributing
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Individual Resource Status: Garage ca. 1920s, frame (asbestos shingle), gable-end (standing-

seam metal) garage with double doors. Contributing
Individual Resource Status: Shed ca. 1997, shed of pole construction clad in plyboard with a
gable-end roof covered in v-crimp metal. Non-Contributing

4130 Ashville Road  030-5323-0008

Primary Resource Information. Dwelling/Store, Stories 2, Style: Other, ca 1911
Two-story, 4-bay, gable-roofed (corrugated metal), frame (aluminum siding), building just off of
Ashville Road. According to oral tradition, it was originally used as a store- it is now a dwelling.
It has been somewhat altered. Details include 1/1 windows, central brick flue, side enclosed
porch, batten shutters, front porch with concrete block parapet wall, 3-light attic windows in
north gable end, rear shed-roofed concrete block wing.

Individual Resource Status: Dwelling/Store Contributing
Individual Resource Status: Shed early 20th-century, gable-end (v-crimp), frame (vinyl) shed
with batten door and exposed rafter ends. Contributing

Old Ashville Road

Ashville Community Cemetery, off Old Ashville Road 030-5323-0009

Primary Resource Information: Cemetery, ca 1873
Ashville Community Cemetery sits on top of a hill off of Old Ashville Road. The cemetery,
which includes approximately one acre, is linear and includes several family plots divided by
overgrown areas. Some of the stones are marked but many are unmarked.
Individual Resource Status: Cemetery Contributing

8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:

The village of Ashville in the northwestern part of Fauquier County, Virginia, is significant as a
rare and relatively intact collection of buildings associated with a small African-American
community dating from shortly after the Civil War. The resources within the essentially linear
historic district represent the most important elements, other than private residences, of African-
American life — education, religion, and commerce. The community includes a church dating
from the late 19th century; a schoolhouse, also dating from the last decade of the 19th century. an
early-20“‘-century commercial structure; and a community cemetery that reflects the central
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role of funerary facilities in the African-American community. There are no intrusions, and an
examination of the land records reveals that the parcels have remained relatively intact since
1870. Ashville’s formation demonstrates a particularly unusual and interesting element: the land
on which the newly freed slaves established their town was willed to them by their former
owners, two sisters, Catherine and Harriet Ash. Unlike many African-American villages
established during reconstruction, particularly in neighboring Clarke County, Ashville derived its
name from the former slave holders as opposed to being named after early African-American
landholders.! From examination of the land records, it appears that the majority of the parcels
within the historic district were willed by Catherine Ash to Franklin Settle and Jacob Douglas;
others who received bequests of both land and buildings owned land in the immediate vicinity,
but not within the boundaries. However, all of the African-American land holders in this area
were identified in the land tax records as residents of Ashville throughout the last two-and-one
half decades of the 19th century and the first four decades of the 20th century. Although there are
several other African-American communities in Fauquier County, Ashville is one of the best
preserved. The Ashville Historic District is eligible for inclusion on the National Register of
Historic Places under Criteria A and C. Its local significance is in the area of Ethnic Heritage for
African-American history. The varied collection of buildings demonstrates Ashville’s growth and
development as an African-American Reconstruction-era rural community and the buildings
possess a high degree of architectural integrity.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Ashville straddles county road 731 in northwestern Fauquier County and traces its roots to the
identical wills of sisters Catherine and Harriet Ash. Both wills were written in the spring of 1869
and proved in the autumn of the same year. Each testator names her sister as heir to her estate and
upon the death of the second sister, which was Harriet, the property was to be divided among the
slaves whom they held jointly before emancipation. William Ash was to receive ten acres lying
next to Bowersett’s line (another land holder in the area) “which ten acres is to include a part of
the timber [and and to be so laid off and divided so as not to cross or obstruct the road as it now
runs to the dwelling house; also one feather bed ...” James Shacklett was to receive the same
amount of land and a feather bed; Betty Ash was to receive 20 acres of cleared land to include the
dwelling house and all the buildings along with ten acres of woodlands as well as a feather bed,;
Frances Settle and Jacob Douglas were to receive all the remainder of the tract of land “whereon
I now reside” and also one feather bed each. Each will states, “I further will and bequeath the
residue of my personal property of every kind to Betty Ash, Frances Settle and Jacob Douglas to
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be equally divided between them. The coloured [sic] devisees above named are not to claim
under this will until after the death of the said Catherine (or Harriet);...the said parties were
slaves of the said Catherine Ash and Harriet Ash formerly.”™ It appears that the Ash sisters,
along with another sister, Maria, acquired the 150-acre parcel in 1852 and by 1855 records show
$150 improvements which increased to $200 by 1862. The parcel with the dwelling passed to
Betty Ash and she continues to appear tn the Land Tax Books as late as 1933. It appears that this
parcel is not within the proposed historic district but rather lay in the area outside the boundaries.
The fand tax books for Fauquier County in 1870 substantiate that the directives of the will were
carried out and show that Betty Ash held 22 acres, William Ash 10 acres, Jacob Douglas 55
acres, and Frank Settle 55 acres. James Shacklett does not appear in the tax books for 1870, but
he 1s listed in 1880 charged with 10 acres, presumably the same 10 acres he inherited from
Catherine Ash. Tax records reveal that these people (Ash, Shacklett, Settle, and Douglas)
continued to appear as property owners with improved lots in the area well into the second
decadg of the 20th century, although both Settle and Douglas sold off small parcels at various
times.

The improvements on their lots, along with several other notable families including Ford,
Sanford, Gant, Henderson, Brooks, O'Neal (or O’Neill) generally were fairly modest, many
being $100 or less with a few notable exceptions. Ann Shacklett, presumably an heir of James
Shacklett, was charged with $150 improvements in 1897, but she held 100 acres at that time,
leading to the conclusion it was probably outside the tiny village. Franklin Settle is charged with
$200 improvements on his 16 % acre parcel in 1909; William Sanford is charged with $200 on
his parcel in the same year and William Sanford Jr. is charged with $2,000 in 1933 on his parcel
which is located at 4186 Ashville Road (030-5323-0006). The dwelling stands on a 3-acre parcel
charged to Charles Brooks in 1880, with $40 worth of improvements by 1891. The buildings
increase in value to $150 by 1931. Following the death of his son, Turner, quite likely the Rev.
Turner W. Brooke [sic] who was buried in the Ashville Cemetery in 1928, the property was
willed to his wife and ultimately passed to her daughter, Mamie Shumate. The property was sold
in a bargain sale to Wilbur Sanford in 1930 and remained in the Sanford family until 1992.%

The Henry Hughes House parcel at 4146 Ashville Road (030-5323-0007) was originally part of
the land of Frank Settle that he received from Catherine Ash. Settle sold the 7-acre parcel to
William Sanford in 1893 and it was ultimately transferred as a result of a chancery suit to Henry
G. and Fannie Francis Hughes in 1944, Tax records indicate that Henry and Mary M. Hughes
lived in Ashville in the 1920s and 30s; it is possible he was father to Henry Hughes who acquired
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