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6. HISTORIC FUNCTIONS: 

DOMESTIC 
Single Dwelling 
Secondq  Structure 

COMMERCEITRADE 
Department Store 
Warehouse 

EDUCATION 
School 

RELIGION 
Religious Facility 
Church-related Residence 

FUNERARY 
Cemetexy 

AGRICULTUREISUBSISTENCE 
Agricultural Field 
Animal Facility 
Agricultural Outbuilding 

INDUSTRY 
Manufacturing Facility 
Extractive Facility 
Industrial Storage 

HEALTH CARE 
Medical BusinessIOffice 

DEFENSE 
Battle Site 
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LANDSCAPE 
Unoccupied Land 
Natural Feature 

TRANSPORTATION 
Rail-related 
Road-related 

CURRENT FUNCTIONS: 

DOMESTIC 
Single Dwelling 
Secondary Structure 

COMMERCEITRADE 
Specialty Store 
Department Store 
Restaurant 
Warehouse 

GOVERNMENT 
Post Office 

EDUCATION 
School 

RELIGION 
Religious Facility 

FUNERARY 
Cemetery 

RECREATION AND CULTURE 
Outdoor Recreation 
Monumentlmarker 
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AGRICULTUREISUBSISTENCE 
Agricultural Field 
Animal Facility 
Agricultural Outbuilding 

INDUSTRY 
Manufacturing Facility 

LANDSCAPE 
Park 
Unoccupied Land 
Natural Feature 

TRANSPORTATION 
Rail-related 
Road-related 

7. DESCRIPTION 

Architectural Classification: 
COLONIAL 

EARLY REPUBLIC 
Federal 

MID- I 9T" CENTURY 
Greek Revival 
Gothic Revival 

LATE VICTORIAN 
Ilalianate 
Queen Anne 

LATE 1 9 ~  AND 2oTH CENTURY REVIVALS 
Beaux Arts 
Colonial Revival 
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LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS 

Bungalow/Craftsman 

MODERN MOVEMENT 

OTHER 

Materials: 

FOUNDATION 
STONE 
CONCRETE 
BRICK 

WALLS 
BRICK 
WOOD: weatherboard 
WOOD: log 
STONE 
STUCCO 
SYNTHETICS 

ROOF 
WOOD: shake 
METAL: tin 
METAL. aluminum 
STONE: slate 
ASPHALT 
ASBESTOS 
CONCRETE 

OTHER 
WOOD 
BRICK 
STONE 
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SUMMARY ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

Properties marked in the text with an asterisk (*) are listed in the National Register; those marked with 
two asterisks (**) have been recommended by the VDHR as eligible for listing. 

The Crooked Run Valley Rural Historic District encompasses approximately 18,630 acres in the northwestern 
corner ofFauquier County, Virginia. The boundaries of the district were selected to include both significant historic 
architectural resources, as well as significant landscape features, vistas, and open spaces. The area contains examples 
of the eleven landscape characteristics evidencing human use or activity as identified in National Register Bulletin 30 
which include landscape use and activities; patterns of spatial organization; response to the natural environment; 
cultural traditions, circulation networks; boundary demarcations; vegetation related to land use; buildings, structures, 
and objects; clusters (i.e., complexes of buildings); archaeological sites; and small scale elements (e.g., stone walls, 
road traces). These physical characteristics reflect the activities and habits of the people who occupied, developed, 
used, and shaped the land to their needs over the 250-year history of the Crooked Run Valley. 

Route 17 (Winchester Road), the main transportation route through the area, is oriented north to south 
through the center of the eight-mile-long valley and connects Interstate 66 and Route 55 (John Marshall Highway) in 
the south with Route 50 (John S. Mosby Highway) in the north. The valley is approximately 20 miles northwest of 
Warrenton, the county seat, and 50 miles west of Washington, D.C. The rural beauty ofthe area is further enhanced 
by the presence of such natural, conservation, and recreational areas as Sky Meadows State Park, which lies within 
the district on the northwest side; the G. Richard Thompson Wildlife Management Area, a portion of which lies 
within the district adjacent to Sky Meadows State Park on the southwest; and the Appalachian Trail, which crosses 
through the district at Sky Meadows State Park. The Crooked Run Valley is located in the heart of the Mosby 
Heritage Area, which was formed in 1995 as the Commonwealth's first heritage area and was designated to increase 
awareness ofthe historic, cultural, and natural qualities that distinguish this part ofNorthern Virginia. The area v:as 
named for Confederate Colonel John S. Mosby, whose Rangers harried the Union troops in the region throughout t h ~  
Civil War, and the area remains much the same as Mosby might have found it.' 

While predominantly rural, the district also includes the small, nineteenth-century villages of Paris (030- 
0222)** and Delaplane (030-0002)*. In the northern part of the district, Paris, located at the junction of Route 17 
and Route 50, initially began in the 1780s to accommodate travelers at the divergence ofthe two major roadways. 
In 18  10, Peter Glascock formally established and platted a town to include 14 streets, but only three major streets 
(Republican, Federal, and Main) were developed and contained 44 building lots. Glascock, aveteran ofthe American 
Revolutionary War, named the town in honor of the Marquis de Lafayette. Delaplane, originally named Piedmont 
Station, is located in the southern area ofthe historic district east ofRoute 17 and north of Goose Creek. Thisvillage 
was established in 1852 as one ofthe stops along the newly chartered Manassas Gap Railroad. In 1874, thevillage's 
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name was changed to Delaplane, after Washington E. Delaplane, owner of the mercantile store and the town's 
postmaster. The village contains a significant concentration ofnineteenth-century historic resources and includes the 
historic rail line, which is still active and presently is operated by Norfolk Southern Railroad. The settlement of 
Scuffleburg, established in 1781, also is included in the district. Located near the center of the district, the 
settlement was known as "Mechanicsville" prior to the Civil War. Two wheelwrights, a blacksmith, and other 
mechanical inventors populated the small community. The settlement is also notable as a favorite meeting place of 
Mosby's Rangers. 

The physical character of the land in the Crooked Run Valley, which is located in a transitional area between 
the physiographical provinces of the Piedmont and the Blue Ridge Mountains, is generally rolling to steep. Streams 
dissect the area creating narrow winding valleys and areas of broad, flat floodplains. The district lies within the 
Goose Creek watershed, which is part of the Potomac River drainage basin. The waterways of the valley have 
played an important role in the development of the land. The major streams in the district include Crooked Run 
flows roughly north to south through the district and parallels Route 17 for much of its course. Gap Run (Bent Run) 
flows northwest to southeast through the district and Kettle Run (Hany's Run) is located on the southwestern edge 
of the district between Naked Mountain and Brushy Mountain. All three of these streams are tibutaries to Goose 
Creek. The district is also dotted with man-made ponds developed for agricultural and recreational uses. 

Foothills of the Blue Ridge lying within the district include: Brushy (elevation 1097 feet above mean sea level 
[amsl]); Lost (elevation 1041 feet amsl); and Ball (elevation 1006 amsl) mountains. Naked Mountain (elevation 
1470 feet amsl) is adjacent to the district on the southwest across Kettle Run. The areas closest to themountains are 
underlain by greenstone or granitic rock, while the foothills are underlain by granite. The soils in the area were 
originally quite stony, as is evidenced by the numerous historical stone fences that still surround many of the 
pastures in the valley and have been used for centuries as land division markers. The land and soils (largely Catoctin 
and Brandywir.;) of the valley make it largely unsuited for crop production; however, bluegrass, orchard grass, and 
fescue pastures tFJive in the region and hay, at present mostly orchard grass and fescue, is the most extensive crop 
grown. Forested areas contain a mixture of second growth hardwoods (oaks, hickories) and pines. A few pine tree 
farms have been planted within the district. Large commercial apple and peach orchards, once plentiful in the area, 
are now operated on a smaller scale. In the mid-twentieth century, Leed's Manor Apple Orchard, located adjacent to 
the district on the southwest, was one of the largest commercial orchards in the state.' The predominant agricultural 
activities in the valley have been the breeding and grazing of beef cattle and horses. Sheep andmilk cows have been 
raised on a smaller scale. The agricultural heritage of the valley, however, is one characterized by a diversity of 
pursuits, generally on a subsistence level, but also operated on a commercial level. 
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The 428 contributing architectural resources in the Crooked Run Valley Rural Historic District are primarily 
domestic in nature and include examples dating from the eighteenth through the twentieth centuries. These include 
a handful of resources dating from the mid-eighteenth century, a large number of resources dating from the 
Antebellum Period with a high concentration in the villages ofParis and Delaplane, and a large number of resources 
from the Reconstruction Period through the early twentieth century. Many of these resources are farm dwellings 
associated with complexes of agricultural outbuildings including barns, silos, meat houses, icehouses, machine 
sheds, and other functional buildings, and are often located on large tracts of land. Late-nineteenth- and early-to- 
mid-twentieth century tenant houses associated with these large farms dot the landscape. Together, these resources 
reflect the growth and development of the traditionally agriculturally based and self-sufficient society that has 
occupied the Crooked Run Valley for over 250 years. 

Though dwellings make up a large percentage of the resources in the district, the area contains a variety of 
building types executed in a wide range of architectural styles. In addition to the domestic and agricultural resources 
noted, churches, schools, commercial, and industrial buildings (e.g., mills) also are present and help to illustrate the 
historical tapestry of life in the valley. As will be discussed in the next section, these resources are associated with 
the historical themes of agriculture, education, religion, militm, transportation, industry and African-American 
heritage. 

The natural landscape of the Crooked Run Valley is complemented by such cultural features as stone fences 
and historic roadbeds that continue to serve as county roads winding picturesquely through the farms, ridges, and 
smaller valleys. Many of the abandoned roadways are still visible on the landscape. An example is the former 
Boston-Yerby Mill Road, part of which lies within Sky Meadows State Park and now serves as a hiking trail. 

Modem development in the valley is predominantly residential or agricultural in nature. Most new 
development in the district respects the historic settlement patterns of the valley, which is characterized by 
generously sized estates or farms. 

The Crooked Run Valley's combination of rolling hills, open pastures, small villages, and dramatic mountain 
backdrops provides for many varied vistas and scenic views. The spectacular view ofthe Crooked Run Valley from 
Route 50 at Ashby's Gap in the northwest comer of the district takes in the eastern slope of the Blue Ridge, rolling 
hills, woodlands, farms, ponds, and the village of Paris, and stretches east to the Bull Run Mountains and south to 
the Cobbler Mountains. It is one of the most photographed views in the state and, in 1999, Scenic America named 
the valley and its surrounding land area one of America's "Last Chance Landscapes." 
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GENERAL DESCRIPTION AND ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS 

The Crooked Run Valley Rural Historic District encompasses 18,630 acres ofpicturesque rural landscape in 
northwest Fauquier County, Virginia. The district is visually and physically bounded by the Blue Ridge Mountains 
on the west and north and foothills, including Lost Mountain, on the east. The gently rolling topography of the 
Crooked Run Valley is interspersed with smaller valleys created by the numerous spring-fed streams that originate in 
and cross through it. The Crooked Run, from which the historic district takes its name, flows through the center of 
the district and parallels the present course of Route 17 (Winchester Road). This central transportation artery, based 
on a Native American trade route, takes the visitor through the heart of the district. The waters of the Crooked Run, 
which joins the larger Goose Creek near the village of Delaplane, provided power for one of the valley's earliest 
industries-mills. The land located within the historic district is now primarily used for farming or is in unused 
pastureland. Over 3,300 acres are held in open-space easement or are public-owned lands. 

The architectural resources in the Crooked Run Valley Rural Historic District exhibit a variety of styles and 
building types that illustrate the history of permanent settlement in the valley during the last 250 years. The 
preponderance of these resources are dwellings and, outside of the villages, are most often associated with a 
complex of agricultural buildings and outbuildings. The abundant local fieldstone was utilized in the construction of 
many of these dwellings and outbuildings. While the examples of eighteenth-century architecture in the valley can 
best be described as vernacular or of utilitarian design, the early- to mid-nineteenth-century architectural resources 
located within the district exhibit characteristic elements of the Federal, Greek Revival, and Gothic Revival 
architectural styles. 

The villages of Paris and Delaplane and the settlement of Scuffleburg stand in contrast to the wide-open rural 
areas of the district, and further add to the diversity of architectural resources within the Crooked Run Valley Rural 
Historic District. These communities contain early-nineteenth- to twentieth-century dwellings, doctors' offices, 
tavernslinns, churches, groceries, industrial buildings (e.g., tanneries, warehouses, blacksmith shops, mills), and 
transportation-related resources. 

During the eighteenth century, the land of the Crooked Run Valley was part of the Northern Neck Proprietary, 
a tract of over five million acres lying between the Chesapeake Bay and the headwaters of the Potomac and held by 
Thomas 6th Lord Fairfax of Kent, England. In 173 1, several large grants were made involving land within the valley. 
Part of the land (generally west of present day Route 17 and across the Blue Ridge Mountains) was retained by 
Fairfax as part of his Manor of Leeds. Many of these land grants were made to wealthy Tidewater residents who had 
no intentions of settling in the area that was still very much the frontier. But the grants required that the land be 
"seated", so small dwellings often were constructed by tenants that in some cases would later be replaced by, or 
encompassed by, larger dwellings. Many of the earliest dweiiings were temporary, impermanent structures, but 
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some were of more substantial construction. A handful of these valley dwellings remain and continue to exhibit 
their original design. Though squatters had occupied land in the region since about the 1730s, it would not be until 
the late eighteenth century that the land grants would be subdivided and sold out of the control of absentee owners. 
Between 1754 and 1758, many settlers of the Shenandoah Valley moved east over the Blue Ridge due to increased 
hostilities in the area during the French and Indian War. As the war drew to a close, some of these settlers would 
move west again, though some remained in the Crooked Run Valley. " 

The earliest structures in the historic district were constructed during this Colonial Period (1750-1789) and 
were of a simple, vernacular character combining traditional building methods and available materials. These 
dwellings were of log, frame, and stone construction. Resources located in the district and dating to this period 
include Summerset (also known as Rose Hill, 030-5369-0090), which is one of the earliest and most intact Colonial 
Period dwellings in the county and is believed to have been built sometime prior to 1759 by John Rout on land 
included in the 500-acre lot 3 of the division of James Ball's 173 1 grant.4 Rout was one of the "refugees" who had 
moved east from the Shenandoah Valley during the French and Indian War. The property, located on the west side 
of Route 17 about three-and-a-half miles north of Delaplane, was later owned by Hezekiah Turner, a native of 
Charles County, Maryland, and a captain in the American Revolution who came to the valley around 1767, and 
Hezekiah Shacklett (1 787). When he sold the house and 160 acres to Shacklett in 1787, Turner retained ownership 
of the mill, believed to have been constructed for Turner by John Balthorpe in 1779, which stood south of the house 
on the banks of the Crooked ~ u n . '  The mill site is located on the southern edge of the property now known as 
Delaplane Manor (030-5369-0201). 

The one-and-a-half-story, three-bay frame dwelling known as Summerset is covered by a steeply sloping, 
side-facing gable roof clad with fish scale wooden shingles. A full-width front porch, determined through 
examination of the construction to have been original, is raised on stone piers. Large stnne chimneys with stacks 
that stand free of the gable end wall are located on either end of the three-room "Quaker" plan section of the 
dwelling, which is clad with beaded weatherboard. Painstakingly restored during the 196Cs, the house retains much 
of its eighteenth-century structure and architecture including original doors, windows, and interior detailing. This 
property also is notable for its intact collection of late-eighteenth-and nineteenth-century outbuildings. Around 1790, 
a separate kitchen, now attached by a twentieth-century hyphen, was constructed south of the house. Other 
outbuildings on the property include a stone slave quarters (ca. 1790); a stone plantation office and an ice house 
below (ca. 1790) with a mid-nineteenth-century meat house addition to the south; a stone springhouse (ca. 1790); 
and a frame and stone stable that was burned during the Civil War and later rebuilt. A frame carriage house was 
removed from the property around the mid- to late twentieth century. 

Yew Hill (030-5369-0127)** is another early valley dwelling. Recent dendroc~uonological dating has 
determined that the dwelling was constructed between 1760 and 1761 .6 It was Constructid on land included in 



1 NPS Form 10-90&s 
(8-86) 

united States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

OMB No. 10244018 

Crooked Run Valley Rural Historic District 
Fauquier County, Virginia 

I 
I Section I Page 10 
I 

Thomas Ashby's 1742 grant, which he willed to his son Benjamin. In 1753, Thomas Watts operated an ordinary 
there; Robert Ashby, who later acquired the land from his brother Benjamin when he moved to Hampshire County 
(now, West Virginia), operated the ordinary until the 1790s. Robert Ashby, who became a captain during the 
American Revolution, lived at the house until his death in 1792. The Ashby Ordinary was soon a landmark located 
at the fork of the Shenandoah Road (present-day Route 17) andManassas Gap Road (designated as the western fork 
of the Shenandoah Road and present-day Route 55). In 1760, Ashby added to his holdings by purchasing 200 acres 
of the former Charles Burgess land grant, which lay on both sides of the Shenandoah-Manasass Gap Road and 
cornered on Little Cobbler Mountain on the south. In 1767, George Washington stayed at Ashby's Ordinary on two 
occasions, once while serving as a trustee in the settlement of George Carter's estate, and again in 1769 when he 
surveyed the land he had purchased on Lost Mountain from Carter's estate. Washington visited Ashby in 1772 
when he made an inspection visit of his Lost Mountain tenants and again in 1774 when he visited the valley to renew 
his tenant's leases.7 During the Civil War, Catherine "Kitty" Shacklett, daughter of Edward Shacklett, operated the 
ordinary. During his stay at the tavern in 1853, Porte Crayon (David Hunter Strother), noted travel writer and artist 
of the nineteenth century, sketched the house and described his stay at the "old-fashioned cottage."8 

Located at the northwest comer of the intersection of Route 17 and Route 55, the one-and-a-half-story, three- 
bay-wide, frame dwelling rests on a stone foundation and is covered by a steeply pitched gable roof. The dwelling 
with its full-width front porch, two stone end chimneys, and covered side porch (now enclosed) closely resembles 
the dwelling at Summerset. Examination of the roof construction, however, has determined that Yew Hill originally 
was covered by a clipped gable roof and that the front porch was probably an early addition. Though an addition has 
been constructed to the rear of Yew Hill and the formerly detached, mid-nineteenth-century kitchen has been 
connected to the main house, the dwelling retains much of its original material and integrity. The current owner is 
progressing with a sensitive restoration that will bring back much of the building's eighteenth-century character. 
Notable outbuildings at Yew Hill include the stone icehouse and meat house (ca. 181 I), an early English threshing 
barn (ca. 1787), a twentieth-century secondary dwelling, the site of a summer kitchen, and the remains of a s tme 
springhouse. 

Pleasant Vale (030-5369-0121) was the home ofJohn Adams, another early valley resident who had traveled 
south from Charles County, Maryland. In 1767, Adams, together with Zepheniah Turner, another native of 
Maryland, purchased lots 4 and 5 of James Ball's 1731 grant division. Ball had died in 1754 leaving appointed 
commissioners to survey and to divide his 5,000-acre holdings. Lot 4, originally devised to James Ewell, Sr., 
encompassed the area from the northeast side of Naked Mountain to the vicinity of present-day Scuffleburg. The 
1759 surveyors noted on this lot the abandoned log dwelling known as "Spring Valley" and formerly the home of 
Captain John Ashby. The dwelling, constructed after 1756, is now part of the Shoemaker Farm (030-5369-0123). 
Lot 5, which was devised to James Ewell, Jr., contained the abandoned dwelling of John Williams; the home oS 
Captain John Ashby, Jr., which makes up the earliest part ofthe house now known as Greenland (030-5369-0108); 




























































































































































































































