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CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

XUNALTERED XORIGINAL SITE 

A L T E R E D  -MOVED DATE 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

I Located j u s t  t o  t h e  west of  the  county courthouse,  i n  the  h e a r t  of Warrenton, the  
O l d  Fauquier County J a i l  c o n s i s t s  of two p a r a l l e l  s t r u c t u r e s  joined by a  high s tone  
wa l l .  The n o r t h  s t r u c t u r e  i s  a  two-story, b r i ck  bu i ld ing  e r e c t e d  i n  1808 a s  t h e  
county j a i l  and converted i n  1822 t o  se rve  a s  t h e  j a i l e r ' s  r e s idence .  The s i n g l e -  
p i l e  bu i ld ing  i s  s e t  on a  s t o n e  foundat ion and has wa l l s  l a i d  i n  common bond w i t h  
parapet  gable  ends. The facade is  t h r e e  bays wi th  th ree  doors on the f i r s t  f l o o r  
and t h r e e ,  s ix-over-s ix  double-hung windows on t h e  second. A window j u s t  t o  t h e  
l e f t  of  the  c e n t e r  door was bricked up i n  a  r e c e n t  renovat ion  a s  was a  f i r s t - f l o o r  

I window i n  t h e  west end. The roof i s  covered with s l a t e  and has a  box co rn ice  and 
I 

! two i n t e r i o r  end chimneys. On t h e  e a s t  end i s  a  two-story, s ingle-bay  1824 addi -  
t i o n  conta in ing  a  k i t c h e n  bn the  f i r s t  f l o o r .  

The i n t e r i o r  of  t h e  b r i ck  bu i ld ing  has a  c e n t e r  passage con ta in ing  a  ve ry  s imple 
s t a i r .  A simple Greek Revival mantel i s  i n  t h e  f i r s t - f l o o r  e a s t  room. Recent 
renovat ions i n  the  west room and the  two second-f loor  rooms have exposed heavy 

I plank c e i l i n g s  i n s t a l l e d  o r i g i n a l l y  t o  secure  t h e  former c e l l s  a g a i n s t  escape. 
I I n  t h e  jambs of t h e  second-f loor  windows can be seen t h e  socke t s  of t h e  bars  t h a t  

o r i g i n a l l y  were i n  t h e  windows. The k i t chen  r e t a i n s  i t s  l a r g e  cooking f i r e p l a c e .  

The a r e a  between t h e  two bu i ld ings  i s  approximately f i f t e e n  f e e t  deep and has door- 
ways a t  e i t h e r  end secured by heavy b a t t e n  doors and i r o n  g r i l l s .  The 1822 j a i l ,  
t h e  sou th  s t r u c t u r e ,  has approximately t h e  same dimensions as  the  b r i c k  bu i ld ing  
but  i s  s e t  on a  s l i g h t l y  lower grade.  It too has a  s l a t e  roof and parapet  gable  
ends, but i t s  wa l l s  a r e  l a i d  i n  coursed rubble f i e l d s t o n e .  The c e i l i n g s  and wa l l s  
of  t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  f o u r  c e l l  rooms were o r i g i n a l l y  l i n e d  ( i n  double th i ckness )  wi th  
heavy planks,  but  on ly  t h e  f i r s t - f l o o r  west room r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  appearance. 
The second f l o o r  i s  reached by a  modern metal s t a i r  and t h e  second-f loor  e a s t  room 
now con ta ins  a  modern meta l  c e l l b l o c k  of  t h r e e  c e l l s .  The windows throughout a r e  
secured wi th  i r o n  g r i l l s .  Behind t h e  bu i ld ing  is a  j a i l y a r d  surrounded by a  s tone  
wa l l  almost a s  high a s  t h e  eaves of  t h e  bu i ld ing .  

The whole complex s t ands  i n  g e n e r a l l y  good c o n d i t i o n . '  C e r t a i n  modernizat ions and 
m o d i f i c a t i ~ n s  have taken p lace  s i n c e  t h e  bui ld ings  came under t h e  cus tod iansh ip  of  
theFauquim H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  so t h a t  they  can  b e t t e r  func t ion  a s  a  museum. A l l  
f e a t u r e s  previous ly  mentioned a r e  being r e t a i n e d ,  however. 
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Warren ton ' s  Old F a u q u i e r  County J a i l  s u r v i v e s  a s  one  o f  t h e  s t a t e ' s  m o s t  c o m p l e t e  
and i n t e r e s t i n g  examples o f  e a r l y  p e n a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  I n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  complex i s  
h e  1808 j a i l ,  c o n v e r t e d  i n  1822 t o  t h e  j a i l e r ' s  r e s i d e n c e ,  and t h e  1822 s t o n e  j a i l  
w i t h  i ts w a l l e d  j a i l y a r d .  L o c a t e d  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  c o u n t y  c o u r t h o u s e ,  t h e  p i c -  
t u r e s q u e  g r o u p i n g  p r o v i d e s  a n  e x c e l l e n t  p i c t u r e  o f  c o n d i t i o n s  s u f f e r e d  by inmates  
o f  such  c o u n t y  f a c i l i t i e s  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  c e n t u r y  and a  h a l f .  Whi le  some moderniza-  
t i o n  h a s  t a k e n  p l a c e ,  s u f f i c i e n t  e a r l y  f a b r i c  r emains  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  how e a r l y  n i n e -  
t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  j a i l s  were  c o n s t r u c t e d  and equ ipped .  

E a r l i e r  j a i l s  i n  War ren ton  s e r v e d  t h e  c o u n t y  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t t e r  h a l f  o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y  and t h e  f i r s t  y e a r s  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c e n t u r y .  When t h e  c o u r t h o u s e  o f  1791  
was e r e c t e d  (on t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  c o u r t h o u s e ) ,  t h e  j a i l  o f  1779 was r e p a i r e d  
and o u t f i t t e d  w i t h  new s t o c k s ,  a  whipping p o s t ,  and p i l l o r y .  D e s p i t e  t h e  r e p a i r s ,  
t h i s  s t r u c t u r e  proved t o  b e  i n a d e q u a t e  w i t h i n  s e v e r a l  y e a r s ,  s o  a  new j a i l  was 
o r d e r e d ;  i t  was t o  be b u i l t  j u s t  t o  t h e  wes t  o f  t h e  c o u r t h o u s e .  The new s t r u c t u r e  
was f i n i s h e d  by O c t o b e r  24, 1808 when t h e  f o l l o w i n g  e n t r y  was r e c o r d e d  i n  t h e  County 
Minute Book: "The Commissioners a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  C o u r t  t o  s u p e r i n t e n d  t h e  b u i l d i n g  
o f  t h e  j a i l  r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  C o u r t  t h a t  t h e y  have r e c e i v e d  t h e  j a i l  i n  ample o r d e r  
and t h a t  t h e  k e y s  a r e  d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  Cour t  and by t h e  Cour t  d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  
s h e r i f f  ." 
The j a i l  proved a d e q u a t e  f o r  t h e  c o u n t y ' s  needs  u n t i l  1821,  when a  c o m n i s s i o n  was 
a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  c o u r t  t o  p r e p a r e  p l a n s  f o r  a  new p r i s o n  and t o  remodel t h e  o l d  
s t r u c t u r e .  P l a n s ,  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s , a n d  a n  e s t i m a t e  o f  $8000 were  p r e p a r e d  by 
Wil l iam P a t t i e ,  S r .  and Banj.  / s i c /  V. L a r k i n .  No work was u n d e r t a k e n  on t h e  
p r o j e c t  u n t i l  O c t o b e r  22,  1 8 2 2 w h e n  t h e  commiss ioners  c o n t r a c t e d  w i t h  John Kemper 
t o  c o n v e r t  t h e  o l d  j a i l  i n t o  a  j a i l e r ' s  r e s i d e n c e ,  t o  b u i l d  a  c o n n e c t i n g  s t o n e  j a i l  
w i t h  a n  e n c l o s e d  a r e a  between t h e  b u i l d i n g s ,  and t o  p u t  u p  a  w a l l  around t h e  y a r d  
b e h i n d  t h e  new j a i l .  Two y e a r s  l a t e r  Kemper e r e c t e d  a  t w o - s t o r y  a d d i t i o n  o n  t h e  
e a s t  end o f  t h e  1808 b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  lower  s t o r y  c o n t a i n i n g  a  k i t c h e n  f o r  t h e  j a i l e r .  

The complex c o n t i n u e d  t o  s e r v e  t h e  c o u n t y  f o r  n e a r l y  150  y e a r s .  Al though  a  modern 
m e t a l  c e l l b l o c k  had been p l a c e d  i n  t h e  s t o n e  s t r u c t u r e ,  i t  was a p p a r e n t  by t h e  
1960s  t h a t  a  l a r g e r ,  more u p - t o - d a t e  f a c i l i t y  was r e q u i r e d .  With t h e  comple t ion  o f  
t h e  l a t e s t  j a i l  i n  1964,  t h e  former  s t r u c t u r e  was t h r e a t e n e d  w i t h  d e m o l i t i o n ;  t h u s  
a  g roup  o f  i n t e r e s t e d  c i t i z e n s  o r g a n i z e d  a n  e f f o r t  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  f a m i l i a r  o l d  
landmark. The g r o u p  formed a s  t h e  F a u q u i e r  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  w i t h  t h e  g o a l  of  
s a v i n g  and r e s t o r i n g  t h e  j a i l  a s  a  museum o f  c o u n t y  h i s t o r y .  I n  1975 t h e  c o u n t y  
Board o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  g r a n t e d  t h e  s o c i e t y  f u l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  
s t r u c t u r e  and o p e r a t i n g  t h e  museum. The complex h a s  undergone r e n o v a t i o n  s i n c e  t h a t  
t ime  and p l a n s  a r e  underway t o  upgrade  t h e  i n t e r i o r  f o r  e x h i b i t i o n  purposes .  
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