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Brentmoor is an L-shaped ITtalian-Villa-style building completed in 1861. The house
sitson a handsome, tree-shaded lot which fronts upon the densely built-up Main Street of
Warrenton to the scouth, but which has an unobstructed view of the rolling northern
Virginia Piedmont landscape to the north,

Built of brick covered with stucco and scored in imitation of stonework, the two-
story structure is three bays wide. ZEach of the outer-bay windows in the principal facade
has a segmental head and louvred blinds, with six-over-nine sash used on the first floor
and six-over~six sash on the second. The central bay is treated as a pavilion by recessing
the surface of the outer bays a few inches and by the use of a central cross gable. The
central entry has a round-arched doorway flanked by lower round-arched sidelights; this
triple-opening motif is repeated in the central window of the second story. At sach endof the -
main block is a one-story bay window, the west one demi-octagonal and the east one rectan-

gular with a canopy xoof and a machicolated cornice, which adds to the pitturesque appearace
of the exterior. An original one-story porch with coupled bracketed columnsstretches.
‘nearly. the length of the facade, and a covered stoop shelters the east doorway of the ell.
" A shallow hipped roof covers the main block, with a gable roof over the ell, and a bracketed

cornice encircles the whole., The house is crowned by interior chimneys; there are two on
the main block and one on the ell. :

The plan of Brentmoor is relatively simple. Two square rooms are separated by a
central passage in the main block. This passage leads to a cross passage, containing the
stairs,. in the ell. Behind this are two other rooms with fireplaces in the partition
between them., From the northeast room, one enters a one-story, one-room, twentieth-century
kitchen ell.

Each of the two main rooms is decorated with a light-grey marble mantel with a round-
arched opening, incised spandrel panels, and a central console supporting the shelf. Each
of the main rooms has a plaster ceiling medallion and a picture rail, but no cornice. 1In
addition, the bay window opening in the parlor (west room) has a handsome round-cornered
architrave frame, similar to the door frames used in the main block but surmounted with
a central acroterion.

A lozenge-shaped ceiling medallion decorates the central passage of the main block,
and the doorway leading into the cross passage has a semi-circular fanlight and narrow
sidelights.

In the cross passage is the open-string stair with a heavy turned newel, elliptical
banister, two turned balusters to a tread, sawn brackets, and paneled spandrel. Simple
Greek Revival mantels with unadorned pilasters and cambered-soffit friezes are used in
each of the ell rooms.

Two original outbuildings of interest survive. Both of brick, one is a two-story,
single~cell kitchen/quarters building two bays wide with six-over-six sash, a houndstooth
cornice, gable roof, and interior end chimney. The other is a pyramidal~roofed smokehouse,
also with a houndstooth cornice. The outbuildings and the ell combine to form a sort of
courtyard northwest of the house.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Warrenton's Brentmoor, at 173 Main Street, is a fine specimen of the Italian Villa
Style and is associated with several of northern Virginia's more illustrious citizens i
including Celonel John Singleton Mosby and General Eppa Hunten.. Popular in the decade f
immediately preceeding the War Between the States, the Italian Villa Style was_ inspired by |
farmhouses. of the Italian countryside and was promoted by the noted American architecturall
theorist Andrew Jackson Downing as an appropriate style for warm climates. In his widely !
distributed book The Architecture of Country Houses (1850), Downing illustrates a design |
(figure 139) for a house resembling Brentmoor which he describes as a "simple, rational, |
convenient, and economical dwelling for the southern part of the Uniomn." He stated that
its broadly projecting roof and long extended veranda affords "that ample shade, so
indispensable to all dwellings in a southern climate." '

Begun prior to 18539, the Warrenton dwelling was completed by 1861 when its owner,
Edward M. Spilman, was taxed for adding $5000 worth of buildings to his property on Main i
Street, Spilman gained prominence when in 1885 he became judge of the Fauquier County i
circuit court. The Spilman family cntinued to own the house until the early 1870s when ‘
it was acquired by James Keith, a member of an old Fauquier Courty family and himself a
Judge of the county circuit court. Keith later served as Presideant of the Court of
Appeals of Virginia, |

Keith sold the house in 1875 to John S, Mosby for $8000. At the time, the former
Confederate ranger was prxobably the best known citizen of Noxthern Virginia, During the
War Between the States, Colonel Mosby and his small band of partisans outwitted and
outfought the Union army in Northern Virginia to the extent that the upper end of the
state from the Potomac to the Shenandoah Valley became known as '"MMosby's Confederacy." :
Between the end of the war and the time he acquired Judge Spilman's house, Mosby lived J
with his family on a farm in Fauquier County. He resided in Warrenton only two years
during which time he practiced law. The death of his wife in 1876 caused him to plunge
deeper into his law practice and politics, and in 1877 he moved to Washington where he
could pursue his career more actively, The next year President Hayes appointed him
United States Comnsul at Hong Keng. It was during Mosby's Warrenton residency that the
town missed the occurrence of what would have been one of its most interesting events.
President @rant had accepted an invitation to visit Mosby in Warrenton-and to participate
in a big reception. But thé meeting was canceled at the last minute because the President
had to use the time to prepare his annual message to Congress.

Mosby sold his Warrenton house in 1877 to Eppa Hunton, who made his home there until
1902 when he moved to Richmond. One of Warrenton's most distinguished citizens, Bunton,
an attorney, was elected to the Virginia Convention of 1861 and entered the Confederate
army as Colonel of the Eighth Regiment of Virginia Infantry. He distinguished himself
during the Battle of Gettsyburg and was promoted to the rank of Brigadier General.

Following the war, he was elected to Congress for four terms and later served in the

{See Continuvation Sheet #1)
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SIGNIFICANCE
United States Senate. In his autobiography, Hunton stated of his Warrentonm home: 'In

March, 1877, I purchased from Colonel John S. Mosby for eight thousand dollars a very
fine residence on Main Street in Warrenton, some distance from the Courthouse., . . .
It made a charming home and we lived for many years there in happiness.” Following his
sale of the house, Hunton retired from law practice and moved to Richmond. His son,
Eppa Hunton III, with whom he shared his firm in Warrenton, went on to establish the
firm now know as Hunton and Williams, one of the largest in the South,

Hunton sold the house in 1902 to Sara R. Hoge. 1In 1916 it came into the possession
of L. A. Bataille whose heirs sold it in 1923 to Mr. and Mrs, Ford G. Anderson. Mrs.
C. E. Shepherd, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Anderson, makes her home there today.
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