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1. Name

Warrenton Historic District HLC File No. 156-19)

historic

N/A
and or common /

2. Location o

Centered around the intersection of Main, Waterloo, Alexandria, Winchester, and Culpeper
streel & number srreets with extensions along High and Falmouth straets_tonot for publication /4
the east.

city, town Warrenton .. Vicinity of N/A
state Virginia code 57 county w0 code -
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use X
X district ___ pubdic _X_ occupied _. agriculture 2 museum
___ building{s) __ private —X_ unoccupied -2 commercial — park
— structure X both — work in progress — educational X private residence
—— site Public Acquisition Accessible —___ entertainment X __ religious

object ___in process _¥_ yes: restricted _X government — scientific

___ being considered _%._ yes: unrestricted — . Industrial - transportation
N/A X no military — other:
4. Owner of Property
name Multiple Ownership
street & number  N/A
city, town Warrenton N/A vicinity of state Virginia
5. Location of Legal Description | v
. : ie H r 1 Y
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Fauquier Codnt} ourthouse .
Culpeper .
street & number pep St .
Warrenton ' Virginia

city, town - state

8. Representation in Existing Surveys (see Continuation Sheet #1)

(1) Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission
titie Survey (file no. 156-19) has this property been determined eligible? ___yes X__ no

date 1971, June 1983 —. federal _x state ___county ___local

depository for survey records Virpinia Historic Landmarks Commission, 221 Governor Street _ . _

city.town _ Richmond state Virginia 23219



7. Description

Condition

C X Check one Check one

. excellent ——_ deteriorated __"_ unaltered — .. original site

A ggod —_ruins —2 altered — - moved date . N/A

X _ fair — . unexposed S T

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance
SUMMARY DESCRIPTION

Warrenton, a small courthouse community centrally located in Fauquier County,
is one of northern Virginia's principal rural towns. Surrounded by gently rolling
countryside known for its pastoral beauty, the town evolved from a small mid-18th-
century crossroads community to a thriving political and commercial center throughout
the 19th and 20th centuries. The downtown area, Warrenton's main business district,
comprises an area that is two blocks wide and five blocks long extending along Main
Street in the center of town. Blocks of well-preserved late 19th- and early 20th-
century commercial structures line the streets in this area, The focal point of
Warrenton is the imposing Classical Revival courthouse of 1890 which is prominently
situated on an elevated site above Courthouse Square, Several other public buildings
surround Courthouse Square, making it an important governmental nucleus for the town
and county. Warrenton is also noted for its residential architecture of various
architectural styles and periods. Federal- , Greek Revival- , and Italianate-style
dwellings are found along tree-lined streets in picturesque residential neighborhoods
that developed later in the town's history. Most of these neighborhoods extend along
old colonial roads that lead into town. The Warrenton Historic District consists
of 323 buildings including 35 buildings that are considered noncontributing elements.

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS

Warrenton is a small town located in central Fauguier County approximately
forty-seven miles south of Washington, D.C., and thirty-two miles east of the Blue
Ridge Mountains. The town is situated on a plateau surrounded by the picturesque
rolling countryside of the Piedmont region of Virginia. Known nationally as a region
devoted to horses and fox hunting, the area excels in unspoiled pastoral beauty.

Until about twenty years ago, the downtown area of Warrenton was situated at
the intersection of U.S. Routes 17,211,15, and 29, Today, however, a highway bypasses
the center of town, thereby preserving the historic and architectural character of one
of northern Virginia's principal rural towns.

Originally knomwn as Fauquier Court House, the town began as a crossroads community
in the mid-18th century at the intersection of several important colonial roads:is
the main road from Winchester to Fredericksburg (morth to south), and the roads
from Rappahannock (west) and Culpeper (southwest) to Alexandria (east). Having as
its nucleus a few stores, a blacksmith shop, and at least one taverm, the town
grew into a thriving settlement. It was not until about 1790, however, that the town
of almost eight acres was laid off into twelve lots lying on either side of the
Rappahannock Road, later to become Main Street., The town, by then known as Warrenton,
was expanded in 1811 to include seventy-one acres and the old roads were straightened
to conform to the grid pattern of the new streets.

(See Continuation Sheet #1)



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below .

. .. prehistoric .. archeology-prehistoric . _ community planning Iéndscape architecture . . religion

... 1400-1499 ... archeology-historic . . conservation . X law _ ... SCience

... 1500-1599  _ _ agriculture _ ... economics ..., literature . .-.. sculpture

_...1600-1699 X  architecture X education 2 mititary .- . social/

X_ 1700-1799 .- art . . engineering ... music humanitarian

X--1800-1893 X commerce -—... exploration‘settlement . philosophy ——— theater

X-—. 1900~ —-— communications . ... industry -.X politics.government - transportation
. invention -— other (specify)

Specitic dates N/ ) Builder Architect  N/A

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

From its beginnings as a late colonial crossroads village to its present day
importance as a national center for fox hunting and the steeplechase, the prosperous
courthouse town of Warrenton in rural Fauquier County has been closely identified with
persons who made major contributions to the state and nation in law and politics.

The town, known as Fauquier Court House until its incorporation in 1810 and the place
where John Marshall, William "Extra Billy" Smith, and Samuel Chilton, among others,
began their distinguished professional careers, takes its present name from the Warren
Academy, the first of a notable line of private academies and seminaries that flourished
there from the late 18th to the early 20th centuries. As a northern Virginia county
seat since 1759 and a community long noted for its beautiful setting, healthful climate,
and cultivated society, Warrenton boasts an exceptional collection of governmental,
residential, and commercial architecture reflecting a wide range of 19th-century styles
and tastes as well as the general prosperity of the town in the decades preceding and
following the Civil War, The district also preserves a remarkable number of structures
associated with the Civil War, a period in which Warrenton served as a headquarters

and camp for armies on both sides. A local historic district has encouraged the
already heritage-conscious community to preserve the town's abundant historic resources.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Long before the Revolution, Warrenton existed as a crossroads settlement at
the intersection of the main road from Winchester to Fredericksburg, and the principal
roads from Culpeper to Alexandria. Since it was a two-day drive by horse or coach
to cross the length of these highways, the crossroads became an overnight stopping
place and a distributing point for goods bought by homeward-bound travelers.

Originally called Fauquier Court House, the town had its origin in the seledtion
of a courthouse site at the crossroads soon after the organization of Fauquier County
in 1759, After first holding court at two private homes, the county made provisions
for the erection of the necessary public buildings, ordering that a courthouse be
built of wood and that a prison be built of the "same dimensions as the prison of
Stafford County."2 At the next court, July 26, 1759, the presiding justice, Lord
Fairfax, directed that two acres of land belonging to Richard Henry Lee be laid off
for a courthouse and prison, both of which were soon erected below the Rappahannock
road, between the present Culpeper Street and the cemetery.

Eventually a more permanent courthouse was planned to replace the frame structure.
On August 29, 1760, John Bell undertook to construct a brick building "to be finished
in a complete and workmanlike manner, after the manner of the courthouse of Lancaster
County; all for the consideration of three hundred and thirty-nine pounds, and to be
finished by November 20, 1962."* The second courthouse was situated east of Culpeper
Street and about a quarter mile below the Dumfries - Rappahannock road,

(See Continuation Sheet #11)
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 127
Quadrangle name _Warrenton Quadrangle scale __ 1:24000
UTMReferences Warrenton, VA
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Boundary Justification:
Verbal boundary description and justification The boundaries of the Warrenton Historic District
are justified as follows (as in verbal boundary description, start at-point (A) at the
northwest corner of the lot at 158 Winchester St.): to the north ¢f the lots at 157
and 161 Winchester St. the stre€t-sharply turns north and the residences on both gidnas

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundarie§Sec Continvation Sheet #72)

state H/A code county N/A code

state N/A code county H/A code

11. Form Prepared By

name/titte Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission Staff

organizatioﬁ Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission date August, 1983
street & number 221 Governor Street telephone - (804) 786-3144.
city or town Richmond ' state Virginia 23219

12. State Mistoric Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

; national _X_ state . locai

L

i

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominaie this propenty for inclusion in the Nationgl Register and certify that it has been evaluated
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Natighal Park SGNM
H. Bryan Mitchell, Executive Director
titte Viriginia Historie Landmarks Commission date AUG 1 6 1983

For NPS use only
! hereby certity that this property is included in the National Register

date

Keeper of the National Register
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Chief of Registration
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6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

(2) Historic American Buildings Survey
1936, Inventory: 1957 Federal
Library of Congress
Washington, D.C.

7. DESCRIPTION —-

The present town plan of Warrenton is almost identical to the original grid
pattern town plan of 1811, The Warrenton Historic District centers on the commercial
downtown area, consisting of several blocks at the north end of Main Street, and also
includes five residential neighborhoods that developed later in the town's history.

Among the mest important landmarks in Warrenton is Courthouse Square which is
prominently situated at an elevated site in the center of town. Waterloo Street
(0old Rappahannock Road) from the west, Winchester Street (old Alexandria Turnpike)
from the north, and Main Street from the southeast intersect at this central place to
form a public square around which the old courthouse and other public buildings cluster.

Main Street, as its name implies, is the principal thoroughfare of Warrenton.
It is fifty-five feet wide and extends roughly southeast from Courthouse Square to
a point where it turns sharply south and becomes Falmouth Street. Roughly conforming
to the old Fredericksburg Road, Falmouth Street continues -south along a ridge and
eventually leads out of town, Intersecting Main Street at right angles and at generally
regular intervals of about two hundred feet, several side streets of lesser importance
extend the length of one block on either or both sides of Main St. These streets, each
thirty feet in width, include: First, Second, Third, Fourth, Fifth, Sixrh, Calhoun,
and Clay streets. All but Calhoun and Clay streets were included in the original
town plan of 1811. Horner Street, named in honor of a prominent early family in the
area, and Lee Street, named in honor of Richard Henry Lee who gae the land on which
the town was built, extend parallel to Main Street.

w

The old road leading to Culpeper, which became Culpeper Street, intersects Main
Street, one block south of the old courthouse. One of the most fashionable residential
streets in Warrenton, it extends southwest from Main Street, past Lee Street, and
eventually intersects East Shirley Avenue, the southwest boundary of the historic
district.

The town plan of 1811 called for three additional side streets running perpendicular
to Lee and Waterloo streets west of Courthouse Square., They were originally named
Seventh, Eighth, and Ninth streets, but are known today as Ashby, Marshall, and
Pelham streets. The town plan also shows side streets perpendicular to Waterloo and
Winchester streets, They are Chestnut, Smith, and Diagomal streets,

(See Continuation Sheet #2)
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7. DESCRIPTION —- Architectural Analysis

In the late 19th century, residential neighborhoods began to develop along
streets extending diagonally in relation to the original grid pattern of streets in
the downtown area. One such neighborhood developed at the turn of the century along
High Street which extends northwest of an extension of Sixth Street. The properties
lining this street are included in the historic district.

The Warrenton Historic District contains concentrated commercial areas as well
as less dense residential areas. The downtown commercial area extends along Main Street
from Courthouse Square to S5ixth Street. Building density increases toward Courthouse
Square and nearly all commercial buildings on Main Street are removed a few feet from
the road, creating a regulated facade line. Concrete walkways extend on both sides of
the street, Building lots at the north end of Main Street have narrow frontage, so
that buildings in the blocks between Fourth Street and Courthouse Square are usually
narrow, contiguous structures of several stories. Below Fourth Street lots are
generally larger; therefore, larger commercial buildings are prevalent in that area.

Other commercial areas in the district include an important row of buildings
situated along the east side of the first block of Culpeper Street; a three-block
area northwest of Courthouse Square bounded by Culpeper, Main,Waterloo, Pelham, and
Lee streets; buildings lining Lee Street from Culpeper to Fourth streets; and a
scattering of commercial structures among residences on the side streets perpendicular
to Main Street, namely First through Sixth streets.

Residential areas in the district vary in architectural character, building
density, building and lot sizes, and landscape qualities and setting. The town's
most picturesque neighborhood extends along Culpeper Street southwest of Beckham
Street., The large, high-style, 19th-century houses are set at a distance from the
street and are surrounded by well-landscaped grounds, some enclosed with wrought-iron
fences, This tree-lined street offers one of the most impressive collections of
19th-century architecture in northern Virginia,

Another impressive array of 19th-century residential architecture is seen onlgoth
sides of tree-lined Winchester Street from Diagonal Street to the northern boundary
of the historic district, Most of these houses are removed from the street and are
shaded by impressive old trees.

A notable group of houses also extends along Main Street from Sixth Street to
Falmouth Street. Some of these 1%th-century dwellings are surrounded by sizeable
yards enclosed with picket or wrought-iron fences and natural hedges. Brick sidewalks
line both sides of the street.

More modest houses of various ages are located along Lee Street, between Fourth

and Falmouth streets, and along Horner, Falmouth, and Waterloo streets., These houses
are generally situated at the edge of their lots near the street,

(See Continuation Sheet # 3)
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7. DESCRIPTION -- Architectural Analysis

Residences along High Street mostly date from the late 19th and early 20th centurles
and are situated reasonably near the street. Several vacant lots together provide
a park-like open space in the middle of the block., Mature shade trees line the
street and dot the yards of this well-maintained neighborhood.

Gne of the most Important assets of the town of Warrenton is lts impressive assemblage
of commercial and residential architecture, Buildings and structures of various
architectural periods and types are evident on every street. A mixture of 18th- , 19th- ,
and 20th-century architecture offers an abundant variety of picturesque streetscapes
in the district.

The first courthouse, erected in 1760, was a brick structure located at a site
near Culpeper Street. A second courthouse was erected on the site of the present
courthouse in 1818. The second courthouse having burned in 1853, a third building was
erected at the same location facing Courthouse Square and Alexandria Street. In
1889 the courthouse again suffered fire damage, and it was determined a new building
was needed. Using some of the structurally sound walls of the older building, the
new courthouse was based upon the design of the earlier one. The architect, William H.
Baldwin, designed an dimposing Classical Revival stuccoed brick structure with a
raised rusticated base. Doric pilasters and roundarched windows adorn the sides of
the rectangular, temple form building. The most impressive features are the tetrastyle
Tonic portico with its bracketed modillion cornice and the cupola which consists of
a pedimented square base rising to an octagonal louvered belfry and surmounted by a
small domed roof. The courthouse, perched on a hill at one end of Main Street, is
an ever—-present reminder of the significance of Warrenton as the county seat of Fauquier
County., More important, the building served as a forum for the impressive array
of judges and lawyers who practiced law in this rural town. Due to a lack of space
in the old courthouse, a new courthouse was built in 1974 at Lee and Culpeper
streets, This contemporary brick structure with its landscaped grounds blends harmonicusly
with the buildings surrounding the site.

The old courthouse, with its strong classical image, is reflected in severals
other public buildings that face Courthouse Square. The Fauquier County Administration
Building is a two—story, Flemish-bond brick, Colonial Revival building southeast
of the old courthouse., Built in 1928, it is a handsome example of its style with
roundarched windows, a stone cornice, stone string course, -and a rusticated brick base.
A seated statue of Chlef Justice John Marshall, who practiced law In Warrenton in
his early career, is situated before the main entrance and is surrounded by tall cak
trees, Another impressive Colonial Revival structure is the former Fauquier County
Publie Library of 1923, Located northwest of the old courthouse, it is a Flemish-bond
brick, rectangular, temple-front building facing Courthouse Square., It features a
recessed tetrastyle Doric portice flanked by niches, round-arched windows, and a
graceful fanlight over the entrance. The contemporary, Flemish-bond brick Fauquier
National Bank adjacent to the old library mirrors the Fauquier County Administration
Building with its round-arched recessed panels and stone string course, Across
Winchester Street from the bank, the new public library features the prevading theme
of rounded arches with its arcaded entrance pavilion. The Warrenton Municipal Building,
located directly behind the old courthouse, is one of the most significant Colonial

(See Continuation Sheet #4)
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7. DESCRIPTION -- Architectural Analysis

Revival structures in Warrenton. Built in 1925 as the Fauquier National Bank, it is
an imposing brick and stone structure of unusual sophistication for a rural Virginia
town.

Although Warrenton had its beginnings in the mid-18th century, no documented
structures from that period remain in the historic district today. One of the
earliest houses in the district, Paradise (158 Winchester St.), the home of Martin
Pickett, one of Warrenton's most distinguished 18th-century residents, supposedly
dates from 1758; however, it probably dates from the late 18th century. It is a
two-story, frame house with an exterior end brick chimney and flanking wings, each
built at a different time. The house has undergone many alterations and additions, the
most notable being a delightful late 19th-century front perch embellished with
delicate scroll b ackets. A bracketed cornice surrounds the entire central block.

Three houses on Horner Street (25, 35, and 45 Horner St.) appear to date from
the late 18th century. Although each house has been altered, much of the character
of these Federal-style dwellings is still evident. All three buildings are two-story
frame structures with steeply pitched gable roofs and exterior end brick or stone
chimneys. Two have single-story service wings and transoms over doors.

A more sophisticated example of late 18th-century Federal architecture is a brick
and stucco house located in the first block of N. Third Street. It 1s a two-story,
side-passage plan structure with an early 19th-century side addition, Exterior end
brick chimneys, dormers, and 9/9 sash double-hung windows are typical Federal style
features of this house.

The historic district contains a superb collection of early 19th-century architecture,
mostly residences located at scattered sites on MaingCulpeper, and Waterloo streets.
The Thomas L. Moore House (127 Culpeper St.) is a well-preserved, lk%-story, stone
house on a raised basement with parapet gable ends, One of the earliest remaining
residences on Culpeper Street, the house was built in 18i6. The James Caldwell House
(12 Smith St.), built in 1831, is a Federal stone house of similar character as the
Moore House with its raised basement., A particularly handsome Italianate parch
complete with large scroll brackets and a gingerbread barge board was added later in
the 19th century. The John Quincy Marr House (118 Culpeper St.), built in 1830,
is a simple 1%-story frame house on a raised brick basement. The Thaddeus Norris House
(74 Waterloo $t.) is another notable Federal house built ca. 1812, It 1s a 2%-story,
side-passage plan, brick dwelling with interior end chimneys, flared brick jack
arches, a cornice with dentils, and pedimented dormers. The Victorian porch addition
with its elaborate basket—weave lattice frieze is one of the best-preserved architectural
compositions in town.

Other Federal brick structures with side-passage plans and varying, but typical,
period features include: The Robert Brent Hause (114 Lee St.); the Blackwell Building
(49 Culpeper St.); The Fauquier Club (37 Culpeper St.) an especially handsome and
historic landmark; The Norris-Chilton House (50 Culpeper St.); and two Impressive

{See Continutation Sheet {#5)
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7.  DESCRIPTION -~ Architectural Analysis

residential/commercial structures on Main St,, the Fauquier Pharmacy (15 Main St.)

and the remarkably well-preserved Marshall Building (56-38 Main St.) with its original
unaltered storefront, The Marshall Building was built ca. 1820 for Thomas Marshall,
son of Chief Justice John Marshall,

Conway Grove (101 Winchester St.) is a frame, side-passage plan dwelling built
ca. 1820 for Dr. James Westwood Wallace, physician to presidents Jefferson and Madison.
The house is pleasantly situated on a wooded lot and serves as an important focal
point for Winchester Street.

Large brick Federal houses with central-passage plans and typical periocd features
include: the house at 97 Culpeper St,; the Dr., Ward House (115 Culpeper St.); Carter
Hall (31 Winchester S5t.) built in 1319; the Dr. Frederick Horner House (66 Winchester St.)
built in 1825; and the house at 67 Waterloo Street.

Besides residences of the early 19th century, a jail and schoolhouse from that
period still stand in the district. The old Fauquier County Gaol (10 Waterloo St; National
Register of Historic Places, 1978) is a rare surviving example of early 19th-century
penal architecture. It is & complex of two parallel structures consisting of brick
jailer's quarters, originally built as the jail in 1808, and a later stome jail with
its walled jail yard. Located adjacent to the old courthouse, this picturesque grouping
is maintained as a jail museum today. The Captain Ball House (28 Smith St.), a small
vernacular brick _structure, was originally used as an early 19th-century schoolhouse
operated by Capt. George Lewis Ball., This simple building later became his residence.

Federal architecture continued to be popular in Warrenton into the mid-19th
century. Two buildings, both built ca. 1850, are decidedly Federal Iin design and
character., The California Building (106 Fourth St.) :is a fine example of late Federal
architecture. It is a two-story, hioped-roof, brick structure with an unusual diamond-
patterned corbelled brick frieze. Built by William H. Smith, the son of resident-
governor of Virginia, William "Extra Billy" Smith, supposedly with funds from hig
father's gold rush adventures in California, the building is located directly behind
the Fauquier County Administration Building,

Another similar building, comparable in scale and character, is the Mary Shepherd
House (100 Lee St.). Although greatly altered, it is clearly a central-passage plan,
late Federal house dating from the mid-19th century.

The Greek Revival style, popular in the area fyom 1840-1860, 1s represented in
the district by four handsome and refined structures on Main Street. One of the most
well-preserved Greek Revival dwellings in Warrenton, the John T, James House (122
Main St.), is a two-story, brick town house with parapet gable ends and three refined
Doric porticoes with full entablatures. The James House and yard, which is enclosed
by a picket fence, is a fine addition to the residential streetscape of lower Main
Street,

(See Continuation Sheet #6)
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7. DESCRIPTION —-- Architectural Analysis

Not unlike the James House in character and design, the William H, Jennings House
(188 Main St.) further down the street is also a fine example of Greek Revival archltecture.
It features an elegantly proportioned Doric portico, a paneled brick parapet, and
refined window and door trim. A detached brick kitchen is at the rear,

The Greek Revival style is also seen in several surviving public buildings of
the era, The old Town Hall at the corner of Fourth and Main streets was originally
built as a Methodist church in 1854 but was sold to the town of Warrenton to be used
as a town hall and later as a firehouse, Although greatly altered and remodeled into
a commercial establishment, the pervading classical character of the building is
still evident. It is a two-story, brick building with a pedimented gable facing the
street. The facade is divided by Doric pilasters which support a full entablature.

Warrenton Presbyterian Chruch on Main Street is another excellent example of
Greek Revival architecture in Warrenton. Built in 1855, 1t is a rectangular brick
structure, its pedimented gable facing the street., The sides of the building are
divided by Doric pilasters. A tall brick tower and steeple, beautifully executed in
the Italianate style, were added later in the 19th century.

The Italianate style was also popular in Warrenton's mid-19th-century residential
architecture., Porches and cornices with scroll brackets and decorative bargeboards
were added to earlier structures in order to conform to the latest fashion. Buildings
with such notable Italianate embellishments include the before-mentioned James
Caldwell House (12 Smith St.) and the Robert Brent House {114 l.ee 5t.) The most
successful mid-19th~century Italianate compositions are three large and Impressive
dwellings built for prominent and wealthy familes of Warrenton,

Brentmoor, or the Spilman-Mosby House (173 Main St; National Register of Historie
Places, 1978}, is representative of the Italiante style with its highly-distinguished
front porch which 1s embellished with paired chamfered posts and spindle brackets.
It is a brick structure covered with stucco and scored to imitate stonework, a characteristis
feature of the style. Built in 1861 for Edward Spilman, Brentmoor was later owngd
at different times by two celebrated Confederate officers, John 8. Mosby and Eppa
Hunton. -

The Thaddeus N. Fletcher House (162 Main St.) is also characteristic of the Italinate
style in its exterior features, such as its bracketed eaves and cornice, low-piltched
roof, and sweeping front porch enlivened with brackets and conscles.

By far the most prestigious Italianate mansion in Warrenton is Mecca (194 Main St.)
which ranks among the most architecturally significant buildinge in the town.
The exterior of the building is almost completely unaltered and possesses such out-
standing features as finely molded shells above tall, narrow windows, a handscme arcaded
front perch with a delicate iron railing, and a bracketed cornice encirecling the building.
Built in 1859 for Rice W. Payne, Mecca is the most prominent among the elegant homes
that line Culpeper Street.

{See Continuation Sheet #7)
























































































































































































































