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1. Name of Property

historic name Y orkshire House

other names/site number DHR File No. 156-5095

2. Location

street & number 405 Winchester Strect not for publication __ N/A
city of town Warrenton vicinity X

state Virginia code VA__ county _Fauquier __ code _061 Zip _20186

3, State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this
_X__nomination ___ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties
in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part
60. In my opinion the property _X_ meets ___ does not meet the National Register Criteria. 1recommend that this
property be considered significant __ nationally ___ statewide X locally. (__ See continuation sheet for additional

comments.)
4//.?4“”
Dae” -~

Signature of certifying official

Virginia Department of Historic Resources
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property X_ meets ___does not meet the National Register criteria. (____ See continuation sheet for
additional comments.)

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby certify that this property is:
___ entered in the National Register
____ See continuation sheet.
___ determined eligible for the

National Register
___ See continuation sheet.
___ determined not eligible for the National Register
___ removed from the National Register
____ other (explain):

Signature of Keeper Date of Action
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5. Classification
Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as appiy)
_X_ private
public-local
public-State
public-Federal

Category of Property (Check only one box)
_X _ building(s)
_ district
site
structure
object

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing Noncontributing
4 _ 0_ buildings
0 0 sites
_0_ _0_ structures

0 _0_ objects
4 0_ Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register 0_

Name of related muitiple property listing (Enter “N/A” if property is not part of a multiple listing,_ N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: _ DOMESTIC Sub: __ Single Dwelling
__ DOMESTIC __Secondary Structure — Garage
__ DOMESTIC Secondary Structure — Pump House
__ DOMESTIC Secondary Structure — Shed

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: __DOMESTIC Sub: __ Single Dwelling
__ DOMESTIC __ Secondary Structure — Garage
__DOMESTIC Secondary Structure — Pump House

__ DOMESTIC Secondary Structure — Shed
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7. Description
Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions)

MODERN MOVEMENT

Materials (Enter categories from instructions)
foundation __ CINDER BLOCK; STONE - Sandstone, Limestone__

roof SLATE — Buckingham
walls BRICK
other Windows STEEL

chimneys __ BRICK

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark “X” in one or more hoxes for the criteria qualifying the property for

National Register Listing.)

A Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.

X_ C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or represents the
work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose
components lack individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations (Mark “X” in all boxes that apply.”
A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.
C abirthplace or a grave.

a cemetery.

m d

a reconstructed buiiding, object or structure.

1

a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years.
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Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions.)
___Architecture_

Period of Significance __ 1938-1939_

Significant Dates _ 1938
_ 1939

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation N/A

Architect/Builder Henri de Heller, Architect; Charles T. Grant, Builder

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS)
preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested.
previously listed in the National Register
previously determined eligible by the National Register
designated a National Historic L.andmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # __
__ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #
Primary Location of Additional Data
_X_ State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency
Federal agency
Local government
___ University
_X_ Other See Bibliography
Name of repository:

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property _9.75 Acres_
UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)
Zone Easting  Northing Zone  Easting Northing
1-18 256660 4289780

_X__ See Continuation sheet.
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Verbal Boundary Deseription (Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

name/title _ Cheryl H. Shepherd, Architectural Historian

organization _Millennium Preservation Services LLC date 20 December 2004
street & number _ P. O. Box 312 telephone _ 540-349-0118

city or town ‘Warrenton state Virginia zipcode _20188-0312
Additi umentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional itemns)

Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Yorkshire House LLC Contact: Ms. Virginia H. Farrar

street & number _P. O. Box 1154 telephone _540-347- 3635
cityortown _ Warrenton state _ Virginia zip code _ 20118__

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement. This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list propertics, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.5.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated o average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P. O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget. Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington DC 20503,
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7. Summary Description

The nominated Yorkshire House property of nine-and-three-quarter acres lies on the east side of Winchester Street
in a residential neighborhood located about three-quarters of a mile northeast of Main Street and the courthouse in
the town of Warrenton. Although the parcel is sitvated within the expanded local historic district, it remains outside
of the Warrenton National Register Historic District (156-0019). Like the other dwellings on the east side of
Winchester Street, Yorkshire House stands on a ridge that further elevates its prominence. Yet, its remarkable
design, style and materials render Yorkshire House most extraordinary. Constructed of brick laid in a common bond
with a Flemish variant under a low-pitched slate roof, Yorkshire House clearly expresses significant character-
defining features of the Modern Movement including its horizontal emphasis, a curved corner with continuous steel
windows, a large glass block window, an elliptical bay window with steel casements and a foliated, geometric, metal
balustrade on the rear balcony. Interior details of the Modern Movement are finely demonstrated in stylized
comnices which have lighted valances and indirect ceiling lighting, plain marble fireplace surrounds and mantels,
unelaborated door frames, the smooth-walled circular hall and the impressive circular stairway. There are four
contributing resources including the primary residence built between 1938 and 1939, a one-story, three-bay, brick-
and-stucco garage, a banked stone pump house and a circa 1939 frame storage shed. The first two outbuildings were
originally consiructed in 1919 but were altered in the 1938-39 period of significance.

Yorkshire House Setting

A stone fence, shaded by tall deciduous and conifer trees, runs along the Winchester Street frontage, This wall with
pyramidal-capped stone gateposts supporting an iron gate and flanking the paved driveway entrance into the
property near the north boundary line was constructed by Sen. George L. Fletcher who sold this lot adjoining his
Yonderlea on the north to Katharine Fox Bowman in 1917.! The front lawn is expansive with large deciduous trees,
hollies, magnolias and evergreens situated to the northwest and southwest outer green space so as to not block a
view of the residence from the road entrance. However, the yews in the raised circle have overgrown and conceal
some first-story elements. The driveway forks up the hill to the south-right to either turn north to arrive at the froni
door and then circle out to the street again or to be continued directly southeast back through the passage under the
service wing of the house into the gravel motor court and garage parking area. Named by architect Henri de Heller
in 1938, the north and south sides as well as the east rear of the motor court are bordered by a dry-stacked stone
retaining wall, built using the stones taken from the first Yorkshire House foundation.” Higher on the north where
the ground drops abruptly below the parking area, the top stone course is laid into the ground as it extends south to
permit vehicular passage from the motor court down to the grassy road bed beyond the boxwood allee into the west
back fields. Three stone steps in the low south wall that joins the northeast comner of the garage lead up the hill to
the pump house where a path continues east to the circa 1939, board-and-batten, frame storage shed.

The rear yard of Yorkshire House has about thirty feet of lawn before steep stone steps in the retaining wall lead
down into the terraced back garden area where a low, rectangular, dry-stacked stone wall surrounds a formal sunken
garden containing flowers, hedge plants and a rectangular goldfish pond at center. This 1939 garden replaced the
circa 1920 stone-walled tennis court. Stone steps, centered on all four sides, create a central-axis approach from the
house on the west, the boxwood-hedged north yard, the boxwood allee on the south and the final terraced lawn
retained by a tall, dry-stacked stone wall on the east. The sloping expansive rear yard beyond the terracing contains
& natural picturesque English landscape with a variety of trees in diverse shades of foliage and bark particularly
selected by Mrs. Bowman for visual interest.

Yorkshire House, contributing building, 1938-39: Constructed by Warrenton builder Charles T. Grant and
designed by Swiss architect Henri de Heller, Yorkshire House is an eclectic-transitional building, heavily influenced
by the Modern Movement in architecture. Its floor plan and form are irregular, the roof is very low-pitched,
horizontality is prominent, and the fagade with a curved corner and continuous wrap-around windows on the second
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story is asymmetrical. The two-story, thirteen-bay, five-course common bond with Flemish variant masonry house
stands on a cinder block and stone foundation, has a low-pitched, Buckingham slate-shingled, hipped roof and a tatl,
exterior-end, brick chimney at the northwest corner and a tall, interior, brick chimmey. (The most unusual brick bond
pattern consists of a traditional Flemish bond course of alternating headers and stretchers, followed by five rows of
stretchers before the repeat of the Flemish bond course.) The massive brick chimneys are heavily corbeled and have
dogtooth-patterned complex shafts in the Jacobean style. A mix of glazed, lightly rubbed and common red brick
give an enriching color variation to the masonry walls, smooth except for the water and belt courses. The dog-tooth
belt course with a copper gutter above completely wraps around the house and distinctively defines the first and
second stories. Where the guttering stops for lack of need, a “copper molding, cutwardly an exact copy of the
gutter” prolongs the detail.” The upper comice is also distingnished with a dog-tooth brick course supporting copper
gutters that feed runoff water into copper downspouts. These dog-tooth bands, enhanced by the copper gutter and
molding, give a horizontal emphasis to the already linear house and represent an Art Moderne-style influence. A
one-story, classically vernacular-influenced, four-bay, arcaded porch with a low-pitched, slate-shingled, hipped roof
is at the north end. A small circular window with a steel casement is to its south (right). A six-light, steel, double-
casement window is next where the wall begins to curve inward to the recessed, raised-panel, red oak door which
turns with the circle. The red oak screen door is equally curved. While the door panels are vertical except for the
top two, the screen is divided into seven horizontal sections by steel bars. The entrance is sheltered by a recessed
porch with its plastered ceiling supported by an eighteen-inch steel I-beam. Thick flagstones are on the floor. Set
within the now straight back wall under the porch are four steel, four-pane, double-casement windows. A second
circular window is on the outside wall to the south which again is paralie] to the plane where the first circular
window is located on the north. A rectangular passage to the motor court is to its south.

Facade, second siory - The Art Moderne-style curved north corner above the north, circular, first-story window has
a ribbon of six steel, six-light, double-casement windows and a similar single casement window. A ribbon of three
steel, six-light, double-casement windows is centered over the recessed first-story porch and entrance. Three
widely-spaced, six-pane and steel, single-casement windows are above the south, circular, first-story window. A
shorter four-light, steel, double-casement is flanked by two six-pane, steel, double-casement windows proportionally
positioned above the first-story passage. There is a four-light, steel, paired-casement window in the west corner of
the first story on the south side elevation. There are no openings on the second story. A low-pitched, triangular,
steel-louvered, attic vent is on the roof slope.

North side elevation — The one-story, arcaded brick porch is three bays wide. The floor is thick flagstone, and the
ceiling is white plastered in keeping with the front porch. The inside walls are brick, and a carved rectangular
Parliament stone with a royal crown above the white rose of the House of York is inserted in the center at eye-level
in the north wall of the library. The main block of the house projects east two bays with an archway to the back
potch and six-light, steel, French doors on its north side. Two widely-spaced, four-pane, single, steel, casement
windows are close to the front northwest corner beside the chimney on the second story.

The east rear ¢levation — Contrary to the four-bay front elevation of the brick arcaded north porch, this back
elevation has only three wider archways. Yet, this is bardly noticeable initially due to the direct alignment of the
middle and north openings with those on the opposite front, and the difference is lost in shadow. The architect’s
reasoning for this appears to be his mission fo achieve rigid symmetry in the arcade openings to the French windows
on the front and back walls of the library. There are two windows aligned with the innermost two arches on the
front, while there is only one French door across from the inner archway on the rear elevation. The vertically-laid
Parliament stone with its crown set within the rectangle above the white rose of the House of York is at the northeast
end of the main block where the architect probably would have called for a steel casement window to be directly
beneath the four-light, single casement on the second story. Three steel, ten-light, French doors open out from the
center living room onto the first-story veranda which has a flagstone floor and stuccoed ceiling. Originally a single-
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bay, cantilevered porch balcony above, the two three-inch-square, steel support columns were compatibly inserted to
correct a sagging floor in the 1980s. The balcony above has a fine stylized Art Deco, geometric floral, copper metal
balustrade. All metal on the house has aged to its planned complimentary verdigris patina. There are two French
doors that open out onto the balcony from the second-floor bedrooms. A double casement window is set between
them. The elliptical dining room bay shows an Art Modeme-style influence. It has seven single-pane, metal,
casement windows, and every other one is fixed. The studio above has three ten-light, steel, French windows.

The four-bay, metal, Lord & Burnham conservatory or greenhouse spans the width of the straight wall of the south
end of this main block on the first story. Lefi (west) of the conservatory, is a brick archway into a small open porch
where the raised-panel wood door on the west corner opens into the kitchen. The archway at this end intends to
repeat the feature in the arcaded porch at the north side of the residence. Due to the irregular floor plan, the house
actually has split south-end elevations, with the rearmost south wall of the conservatory, dining room and studio,
and the angled service wing coming off of the front corner that contains the kitchen, passage and servants’ stairway,
bedrooms and bathrooms {described in the facade paragraph above). A large Art Modeme-style glass-block window
is off-center above the conservatory bringing translucent light into the second-floor studio. A four-light steel,
double-casement window is on the second story to the left (south) at the beginning of the south service wing. The
first-story kitchen and bedroom above have a continuous stretch of casement windows, composed of three six-light,
sieel, double casements flanked by fixed members. The second-floor openings are not directly above those on the
first story which lends to the horizontal emphasis of the Art Modeme style. The wide passage to the north is also
horizontally accentuated. Above, bringing light into the servants’ quarters bedrooms, are two widely-spaced, six-
light, double-casement windows.

Interior cellar — There are two outside entrances into the basement. The first is from the motor court where concrete
stairs, bordered by a plain verdigris-colored iron rail and straight iron balusters, step down into the south boiler-
laundry room. The second entrance is around the northeasi corner on the north side of the stone motor court
retaining wall where stone stairs step down to a raised-panel door opening into a garden tool room adjoining the
laundry chamber. The basement floors are concrete, the walls are cinder block washed with cement plaster. The
ceiling is covered with cement plaster. An amazing element in this second Yorkshire House, when a fire destroyed
its predecessor, is the inside incinerator built into the massive interior chimney near the northeast corner of the
boiler-laundry room. Its heavy door was made by Arlington Iron Works. A much smaller brass hopper door is
upstairs in the kitchen for convenient access. Another handy early-twentieth-century feature is represented in the
laundry chute with a substantial hamper awaiting the clothes from the family bedroom quarters on the second floor.
Most often seen in period houses with separate servants’ quarters, the chute allows the owners privacy, and the maid
is saved labor in gathering soiled clothes from the several bedrooms. A large storage room is to the north of the tool
room. The stairs from the main circular stair hall on the first story amrive at center on the front west wall to a door on
the east into a fifteen-by-seventeen-foot recreation room. The concrete floor here is scored in large rectangular
blocks. There is a stone mantel and fireplace with a keystone above the lintel on the north wall. The hearth is
fiagstone. The final ash pit collector and cleanout door of residue for the fireplaces accessing this north chimney is
to the left-west. There is also one for the south interior chimney. A small storage room is in the northwest front
corner of this celiar. Its concrete floor is sunken, and the north wall is stone, representing the only visible remains of
the foundation of the earlier burned residence. There is no cellar under the south servants” wing.

First floor - The first floor of the servants’ wing only contains a bathroom, minimal storage space and the maid’s
stair. A raised-panel, wood door leads out into the passage. The raised-panel, wood door into the main kitchen is
diagonally across the passage to the northwest. This entrance opens into a narrow passage and stairs to the servants’
wing directly opposite, while the kitchen is on the east right. Although the kitchen is not so large as current
modernization, it is sizeable for its time and has the expected glazed and wood cupboards commonly seen in the
1930s. The sink on the east wall benefits from the continuous metal casement window light and view to the rear
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gardens and yard. The smaller pantry with similar cupboards is to the north. For convenient cross-serving, a sliding
glazed pocket window is in the west corner above the work shelves, while the swinging door between the kitchen
and pantry is on the east of this wall near the swinging door into the dining room. Linoleum covers the cement floor
of the kitchen and paniry, and both rooms benefit from radiant heat. The walls and ceilings are plastered. A service
bell and eight-drop annunciator are in the kitchen near the ceiling and left (west) of the door to the pantry.

The dining room is to the east of the pantry. The red oak tongue-and-groove floor boards are two-and-five-eighths
of an inch wide running east to west since this room is deep in that direction. A flush service-call butten is in floor
where Mrs. Bowman would sit facing the fireplace at the dining room table. The walis and ceiling are plastered.
Expected details of the Colonial Revival style are found in the baseboard and chair rail. There is an Art Deco-
influenced, exaggerated and stylized, S-scroll cornice that is further enhanced with alternating royal blue and white
paint. The depth of the cornice permits a four-inch-wide, white-painted plywood valance with translucent glazing in
corners for hidden soft lighting. The valance stops at the bay window for the curtain tracks. Beginning about three
feet in from the walls, the ceiling is recessed three inches in a rectangular shape, except for at the east end where it
segments in keeping with the radius of the bay window of seven single-light, steel casements. The fireplace on the
west wall has an ebony marble-faced surround and matching marble hearth. The marble mantelshelf is less than
four inches deep and has rounded comers. The full-width and full-height, peach-tinted mirror over the mantel adds
depth, color, warm light and still more visual interest to this formal room. The twelve-light, steel door to the
conservatory is deep-set in the southeast corner of the south wall. A one-over-one, wood screen door is inside.
Directly opposite on the north wall is a similarly detailed door out to the terrace. Recessed glazed china cupboards
with raised-panel, wainscoted cabinets below flank the broad, raised-panel, double-leaf door into the living room at
center of this north wall.

There are two red oak steps down into the living room which has six-inch-wide red oak floors, not tongue-and-
groave Jaid but deck-plug fastened. The boards run the north-to-south length of the room. The walls and ceiling are
plastered. There is a baseboard but no chair rail. The room is entirely painted cream. The cornice is of the same
design as seen in the dining room, but it is right-side up with the scroll stop below. It is also a drop cornice with
concealed upward lighting in the corners to cast light onto the ceiling. Yet, there are still valance lights underneath.
The three steel, French doors to the terrace are on the east wall. French doors flank the fireplace with its ebony
marble facing and hearth on the north wall. The stacked wood manteishelf is supported by foliated wooden consoles.
Concealed lighting is above the rectangular bookcase alcove in the southwest corner and the alcove surrounding the
door to the library in the northwest corner.

Floor-to-ceiling lighted niches for sculpture flank the wide and full-height entrance from the living room into the
circular hall where the magnificent circular stairway begins spiraling up the northeast corner. In a play on the
Georgian style, the impression of three turned balusters to each step is given, but they are instead inserted into the
smooth white outside stringer, and the sets of three alternate with the same width of void. Each inside baluster is
made of steel for greater structural support of the elaborately simple red oak rail whick quick-turns to the west at the
last step to carry along the stairs to the basement. The rail concludes on the main floor in a circle supported by the
balusters alone. The innovative design is seen as a perfect S-scroll when entering the front door. The white-
plastered, sweeping soffit under the stairway and the Waterford crystal chandelier hanging from the second-floor
ceiling accentuate the stairway’s elegance.

The six-inch-wide red oak floor boards in this entrance hall also run north-south, are deck-plug fastened, and there
are no thresholds at four of the five entrances into the room. Only the front entrance has a threshold, and only this
door and the door to the telephone closet/library to its north are red oak and raised paneled. The other doors are to
the pantry hall, the cloak/powder room on the south wall, while the living room entrance is a doorway. True to the
Modern Movement, the plywood doors are flush mounted without panels or trim moldings, their hinges are
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concealed to be invisible, and they all curve with the radius of the circular hall. The door to the telephone closet is
especially wide, in two parts, with concealed pivotal hinges for weight distribution with the swing as the broader
section opens. .

The telephone closet, like the cloak room on the opposite side of the hall, is naturally lit by the small circular
window on the front. The floor returns to narrow oak boards. A raised-panel door in the northeast corner opens into
the fully wainscoted library. The drop comice is boldly dentiled and has a valance with concealed lighting in
keeping with the detail found in the dining and living rooms. The plastered ceiling is coved and illuminated with
hidden upward lighting in the comice. A steel French door to the side of the north porch is in the northeast corner,
left of the substantia! off-center fireplace which has a brick face, grey marble hearth and tall stacked wood mantel.
Bookshelves are on the north and south walis. The floor is red oak boards, two-and-five-eighths-inch wide and
running north to south.

Second Floor - The Waterford crystal chandelier in the circular stair hall hangs from a plastered ceiling ornamented
with a plaster cornice and inner flat band that appears to continue the design of the stringer underside when viewed
from the first floor. The oak flooring is composed of narrow boards. The walls are plastered. The first bedroom
approached on the landing at the southwest is plainly detailed and without a cornice, although there is still concealed
ceiling lighting in the corners. It has a private tiled bathroom to the south back. The master bedroom is the only
chamber on the north and has a corner entrance from the hall. It has a fireplace in the northwest comer with a pink
marble face with a grey vein and grey marble hearth. The plaster comice is deep to accomrnodate the valance with
concealed lighting. The valance stops at the steel casement windows and French door for curtain tracks. A fully
cedar-lined closet is in the northeast corner and a French door opens out onto the east rear balcony at the southeast
corner. A good-sized tiled bathroom adjoins on the south.

A fairly large linen closet is between the master bedroom and the next smaller bedroom to the south, Its comice and
valance details are repeated, but a curious detail are the irregular, circa sixteen-by-forty-inch block impressions in
the plastered walls. A French door opens out to the balcony from this bedroom which has its own tiled bathroom as
well. The large studio is the next room to the south. ¥t has Modem Movement details including plywood flush-set
doors within plywood paneling outside closets on the north wall. The floor is cement scored in large rectangular
blocks, painted turquoise. The oversized fireplace on the west front wall has a grey marble swrround and hearth. A
full-sized mirror of rectangular plates is above. The plates appear to have been chosen to complement the pattern of
the large prismatic glass block window on the south wall. Three French windows are on the east back wall. The
outer ceiling is composed of white Insulite board up to a copper valance and deeply-coved, glossy ceiling with the
same unusual pattern as seen in the bedroom to the north. The adjoining tiled bathroom on the southeast corner has
glass blocks on the west wall above the tub, also bringing light from the outer passage. A small, plainly-detailed
bedroom: is to the south of the studio which places it above the ground passage. Two very plain maids’® bedrooms
and a single bathroom are in the servants’ wing.

Except to repair one structural and a separate drainage problem, Yorkshire House has not been altered since it was
built. Although the back balcony was cantilevered with a steel I-beam, there were no vertical post supporis at or near
center for the broad expanse. In the last twenty years, the balcony began to sag, and local architect Albert Hinckley,
who owns Henchman’s Lea which de Heller also designed, created a most sympathetic and understated solution in
the addition of two narrow and plain, steel posts from the ground to the upper ceiling. The material matches the
verdigris patina either naturally acquired or painted onto all metal on the house. Henri de Heller originally designed
a sunken terrace in a flat portion of the roof over the north library which began leaking. This was simply, invisibly
covered with a removable surface material. Yorkshire House is a remarkable and uniquely diverse, transitional
building that retains excellent integrity in design, materials, workmanship, setting, location, feeling and association.
The residence and landscape remain in excellent condition.
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four children. However, she provided that should they deem it best “for some good reason” to sell the house, the
furnishings including the “Marble” by Italian sculptor Ernesto Gazzeri over her bedroom mantel and the Parliament
stones on the exterior could be removed for their keepsake.” Still concerned about the design and workmanship of
Yorkshire House in the event of the removal of the symbolic Parliament stones, she firmly required that the
openings be filled in with brick to match the masonry walls.

The “charming” Yorkshire House remains as a tribute to Katharine Fox Bowman’s daring move away from the
traditional Colonial Revival-style residence typically built in the 1930s in Warrenton and Fauquier County. She is
the first and last forward-thinking owner to outwardly blend characteristics of the Modern Movement with earlier
great styles of architecture in a home or commercial building for that matter. The eariy-twentieth-century residence
also remains as a tribute to the sophisticated skill, artistic brilliance and perceptive architectural philosophy of Henri
de Helier, an architect from Switzerland who deserves greater recognition locally and abroad. Yorkshire House is a
true collaboration of all things English and American.

Presently owned by the grandchildren of Katharine Fox Bowman, Yorkshire House has, as she wished, been
lovingly cared for since her death. The time has come for them to do what they think best as she directed, however.
Preservation remains a priority even in the event of a sale. The family would like to see Yorkshire House recognized
for its demonstrated architectural significance through listing in the National Register of Historic Places.
Additionally, various types of easements are under consideration, foremost, to preserve the fagade of the house
including important features and control the density of the greater acreage beyond the terracing.

ENDNOTES

! Dominique de Mestral et Jacques de Heller, “40 Ans De Gracieuses Demeures; Un Apercn De L’oeurve De Tappy De Heller” Joumnal de
Geneve, October 1978. Transtated by Be Be de Heller, “40 Years of Gracious Residences; An Insight Into the Work of Tappy De Heller,”
December 2004, 6-7.

* Northern Neck Grant Book 5/238-239, Catharine Lady Fairfax to Col. Thomas Lee of Westmoreland County, grant and plat of land lying in
Richmond County upon the heads of a mn issuing out of the north branch of the Rappahannock River commonly known by the name of the Great
Run falling into seid river above the second great fork, 28 November 1718; Stafford County Deed & Will Book 0/84, Last Will & Testament of
Col. Thomas Lee, devises 4,200-acre tract granted by Catharine Lady Fairfax to son Richard Henry Lee, deceased on 14February 1750; Fauquier
County Deed Book 1/5, Richard Henry Lee and wife Anne of Westmoreland County to William Edmonds of Fauquier, 514 A. 2R. 4 P. on the
east side of the Main Road 1o Winchester, 28 June 1759,

? Fauquier County Bicentennial Committee, Fauguier County Virginia 1759-1959 (Warrenton, Virginia; Virginia Publishing Incorporated,
1959), 219; Lee Moffett, The Diary of Court House Square: Warrenton, Virginia, US4 (Bowie, Maryland: Heritage Books, Inc., 1996), 25;
Fauquier County Deed Book 207/ 640, Town of Warrenton vs. Fauguier County, Boundary Annexation, 2,123.77 acres, 11 December 1959,
Fauquier County Will Book 6/255, Last Will & Testament of William Edmonds, to wife Elizabeth my plantation whereon I now live and after her
death to my son William, dated 16 September 1816, proved 26 August 1816; Fauquier County Will Book 8/237, Last Will & Testament of
Wilitam Edmonds, to my son William Feote Edmonds the tract on which my father lived and devised to me, dated 10 December 1820, proved 28
November 1822; Fauguier County Deed Bock 55/213, Commissioner Samuel Chilton to Erasmus Helm the tract lying near the town of
Warrenton formerly the property of John R. Wallace, 24 May 1856; Fauquier County Deed Book 46/399, Erasmas Helm to John G. Beckham &
Charles Bragg, 18 October 1847, Fauquier County Deed Book 115/267, Amos F. Payne to George Latham Fletcher and Frank Moore Fletcher, 9
Acres 2 Roods and 235-% Perches near the corporate limits of the town of Warrenton on the east side of the road from Warrenton to Marshall, 7
April 1917; Fauguier County Land Tax Records 1916-1919. See the Bibliography for the full chronological chain of title.

* Obituary, “Mrs. K. F. Bowman, One of Fauquier’s Most Qutstanding Citizens, Dies at Home Here,” The Fauguier Democrat, 16 July 1942;
U. 8. Census Bureau, Allegheny County, Pennsylvania Population Schedule, 1900; U. S. Census Bureau., Fauquier County, Virginia Population
Schedules, 1910, 1920.



























