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on the  i n t c r i o r .  Opposite the  church i s  a  two-story b r i c k  house b u i l t  a s  
the m i n i s t e r ' s  r e s idence  i n  1832, t h e  same yea r  the  church was bogun. 

i 
The r u r a l  q u a l i t y  of  Uppcrvi l le  i s  cnhanccd by tlic f a c t  t h a t  i t  has 

su f fe red  l i t t l e  o r  no uns igh t ly  ' s t r ipg  developn~ent  a long i t s  f r i n g e s .  
fox tu i tous  ex i s tonce  of  numerous prosperous e s t a t e s  on a l l  s i d e s  of t h e  
town have ac t ed  a s  a  s h i e l d  t o  t h i s  kind of  expansion. The r e a r  l o t s  of n e a r l y  - 

See c o n t i n u a t i o n  s h e e t  1. 
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Tile town of  Uppcrvi l le  i s  a  l i n e a r  v i l l a g e  extending  a long U.S. 
Roucc 50 f o r  approximately one mi le .  The l i n e a r  a s p e c t  of the  town was 
acqui red  a s  p a r t  of  a  conscious p l an  r a t h e r  than through evolu t ion .  As t h e  
town was o r i g i n a l l y  l a i d  o u t  a l l  bu t  about  s i x  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  f i ' f ty  lots 
faced onto  Route 50. This layout  g e n e r a l l y  has  been m i n t a i n c d  t o  the  
p r e s e c t  day f o r  the town has seen  no s i g n i f i c a n t  expansion s i n c e  the  War 
be:wecii tlie S m t c s .  Uppcrvi l le  i s  c h i e f l y  a  r e s i d e n t i a l  comilunity, and one 
t h a t  has remained prosperous i n  s p i t e  of i t s  l a c k  of growth. S i tua t ed  up 
and doim Route 50 a r e  well-maintained f r e e - s t a n d i n g  houses s e t  i n  spac ious  
yards p lanted  wi th  shrubbely and l a r g e  shade t r e e s .  Many of  the t r e e s  
a rch  over  tlie s t r e e t ,  a i d i n g  t o  t h e  buco l i c  a s p e c t  of  the  cormnunity. 
Fo r tuca tc ly  Route 50 has n o t  been s i g n i f i c a n t l y  widened and no concre te  curbs  
o r  gu ' i tcrs  have been i n s t a l l e d  a long i t .  Thus w i t h  t h e  r e t e n t i o n  of  many 
of t h e  o ld  foo tpa ths  a s  w e l l  a s  b r i c k  o r  s t o n e  wallcs, the  pub l i c  ways have 
!ic?t the  p i c tu resque  infori lmli ty s o  e s s e n t i a l  t o  tlic c h a r a c t e r  of a n  h i s t o r i c  
coi;;,i~u:li t y  . 

Tl~c l a c k  of Upperv i l l c ' s  growth i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  of 
the toi.Jn1s a r c h i t e c t u r e .  0- t h e  community's some seven ty - f ive  bu i ld ings  a t  
l e a s t  fi:ty a r e  n ine tedn th  cen tu ry  and w e l l  over  h a l f  of these  d a t e  p r i o r  t o  
1660. A fmq of U p p e r v i l l e ' s  e a r l i e r  houses such a s  t h e  Joseph Carr  houses 
and t h e  Doctor Smith House a r e  b u i l t  of  s t o n e .  Most of  t h e  houses, however\ 
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c s p e c i a l l y  those  d a t i n g  from t h e  f i r s t  decade of t h e  n ine teen th  cen tu ry ,  are1 I 

b u i l t  of  e i t h e r  b r i c k  o r  frame. The town's d v e i l i n g s ,  whi le  commodious and 
I wel l  proport ioned a r e  n o t  p r e t e n t i o u s .  For the  most p a r t  they a r e  s imple ,  

somewhat p r o v i n c i a l  a d a p t a t i o n s  of. t h e i r  sophis  t icatecl  coun te rpa r t s  i n  more 
u rua rzcen tc r s  such a s  Alexandria  o r  Georgetown. Although Greek Revival 
and I t a l i a n a t e  in f luences  can be seen i n  s e v e r a l  of t h e  houses, the  t o m ' s  
predoninant  s t y l e  i s  what might be c a l l e d  count ry  Fede ra l ,  a  s t y l e  which 
u s u a l i y  talces t h e  form of a  two-story r e c t a n g u l a r  s t r u c t u r e  of  e i t h e r  s tone ,  - 
b r i c k  o r  frame, w i t h  t h r e e  t o  f i v e  bays,  end chimneys and a  gable  roof .  

U p p e ~ ~ i l l e l s  conmercial d i s t r i c t  i s  i n s i g n i f i c a n t ,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a  
gcne rz l  s t o r e ,  two a d d i t i o n a l  unoccupied s t o r e  bu i ld ings  and an an t ique  shop.  
Towards each end of t h e  town a r e  one o r  two nondescr ip t  g a s o l i n e  s t a t i o n s .  

: ~ ~ p c r v i l l e ' s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f o c a l  po in t  i s  the  group of bu i ld ings  belonging 
to  T r i n i t y  Episcopal  Church, b u i l t  i n  t h e  1950's .  Located i n  the approxi -  , 
mate c e n t e r  of town, t h e  s imple,  bu t  b e a u t i f u l l y  c r a f t e d  French Medieval 
s t y l e  church i s  s e t  p a r a l l e l  t o  Columbia S t r e e t .  The church f aces  onto  a 
l ia~~dso~iie  f o r e c o u r t  t h a t  i s  bounded on two o t h e r  s i d e s  by tlie r e c r i ~ r y  and 
p a r i s h  i~ouse .  Forming an a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  u n i f i c d  grouping,  a11  th ree  
bu i ld ings  were b u i l t  a t  rhc same tiinc and of t h e  s ~ i n e  crcai~i-colorcd s tone .  

c  town's  o t h e r  c h i e f  a r c l ~ i t c c t u r a l  landmasl;, the  United Pletliodist 
Church i s  loca ted  j u s t  o f f  Route  50, on Route 712. This handsollie l a t e -  
Federa l  s t y l e  s t r u c t u r e  i s  s e t  i n  a  p i c tu resque  b u r i a l  ground, and f e a t u r e s  
a  d i s t i n c t i v e  demi-domed apse  on the  r e a r  and an unusual s e r p e n t i n e  g a l l e r y  
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s e e  con t inua t ion  s h c c t  1. 
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The s , : m l l  l i n e a r  hamlet o f  Up?ervi l le  su rv ives  a s  on? of t h e  most 
piccurcsque and unspoiled v i l l a g e s  i n  no r the rn  V i r g i n i a .  Located i n  t h e  
mius: of b e a u t i f u l ,  wcll- tended farmland, t h e  smzi l  town se rves  a s  a  f o c a l  
po in t  f o r  V i r g i n i a ' s  famous "Hunt Country". Indeed, i t s  a s s o c i a t i o n  wi th  
the cquinc s p o r t s  has given the  town nac iona l  fame. Uppervi l le  i s  the  
home of  t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  o l d c s t  horse  show, founded i n  1853 by Richard Henry 
Dulzny of nearby Nelbourne, and j u s t  on the  ou2sIcirts of the  to~.in, around 
tile genera l  s i t e  of the  l iedmoat  Po in t - to -Po in t ,  was loca ted  $hat i s  
be l ieved  t o  be t '  c  f i r s t  r ace  t r a c k  in nor the rn  V i r g i n i a ,  d a t i i ~ g  f r o n  1760. 
Aiso,  on one of the g a l l e r i e s  of a n  e a r l y  inn  i n  Uppervi l le  took p l a c e  t h e  
s i g n - . : ~ ~  of the  r u l e s  of  t h e  1905 American-English Foxhound T r i a l s  by t h e  
notcd sportsmen Harry Worcester Smith and A .  Henry Higginson. 

Uppervi l le  o f f i c i a l l y  d a t e s  from 1818 when i t  xias e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  a  
town by Act o f  t h e  General hsscmbly. However, the  town xias a c t u a l l y  l a i d  
o u t  some twenty yea r s  e a r l i e r ,  i n  1797, by Joseph (or  Josephus) Carr.; and 
the  f i f t y  a c r e s  on which Carr  marked o u t  t h i r t y  l o t s  was originall$' lcnown a  
Carrtown. Joseph C a r r  e s t a b l i s h e d  himself  i n  the  a r e a  around 1780. and 
e r e c i c i  a  conbina t ion  r e s idence  and gene ra l  s t o r e  on what was then t h e  
Alexandria-Winchester Turnpike. This s u b s t a n t i a l  s tone  s t r u c t u r e ,  
the  o l d e s t  dwel l ing  i n  Uppervi l le ,  was b u i l t  near  what i s  now the  wes tern  
edge of town, i n  f r o n t  of  a n  a l r e a d y  e x i s t i n g  m i l l  operated by the  
>lcPherson fami ly .  The m i l l  l a t e r  was des t royed by Union f o r c e s  and only a  
few ru ins  and a  l a t e r  b r i c k  m i i l e r ' s  house remain a t  t h e  s i t e .  

I t  i s  n o t  knoimexactly when the  town ceased t o  be c a l l e d  Carrtorln 
i n  favor  of  Uppervi l le .  Local t r a d i t i o n  has  i t  t h a t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  o f f i c i a l  
es tab l i shnicnt ,  r e fe rence  was made t o  the  "Upper1' and "Lower" end of town, 
and t h e  upper cnd p r e v a i l e d ,  hence the  name Uppervi l le .  A s  Carr  planned 
the  town, t h e  lower, o r  l i e s t  end, was devo ted  to  commerce, and the upper ,  
o r  e a s t  end; was des ignated  f o r  r e s idences .  Tlxis scheme g e n e r a l l y  has 
bcen preserved t o  the  p resen t  day. 

Tl~e  Carx fami ly ,  a long wi th  t h e  town, prospered i n  the  l a s t  yea r s  
of Lile e igh teen th  cen tu ry  and the f i r s t  y e a r s  of t h e  nex t .  I n  1796 Car r  
b u i l t  a  new stuccoed s tone  house f o r  h imsel f  i n  the  e a s t  end of  town, and i 
1810 h i s  son,  Caldrfell  C i r r ,  b u i l t  a  handsonle two-story b r i c k  house ( t h e  
e a r l i e s t  of  t h a t  m a t e r i a l  i n  Upperv i l l c )  i n  the  oppos i t e  end of 
these  houses su rv ive .  Some of  the  tow~x's o t h e r  prominent e a r l y  houses 
inc lude  the p i c tu resque  1830 ' s  s tone  house of  Doctor Thomas Smith, 
f i r s t  p r a c t i c i n g  p h y s i c i a n . ,  Near t h e  town's c e n t e r  i s  a  handsome two-story 
Federal  s t y l e  b r i c k  dwelLing b u i l t  i n  1826. I ts  au jacen t  s tone  o f f i c e  is  
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a l l  o; U p p e r v ~ l l e ' s  houses face  d i r c c t l y  onto  open coun t rys ide ,  and the  
cn t rance  i n t o  town from e i t h e r  e a s t  o r  west  i s  d i r e c t l y  from open country.  

FAUQUIER 
FOR N ? S  USE g N L Y  

now used a s  t h e  Uppervi l le  l i b r a r y .  Probably the  town's most a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  
soph i sc l ca t cd  house i s  a  b r i c k  Greek Revival  townhouse wi th  a  small  I o n i c  
porch, i o c a t e t  on what was des ignated  a s  l o t  35 on the  182.8 p l a t  of t h e  town 
drawn by George Love,  Fur the r  e a s t ,  on the  oppos i t e  s i d e  of  Route 50 i s  a 
two-story frame s t r u c t u r e ,  now known as B a l l ' s  B lu f f ,  which was b u i l t  i n  t h e  
e a r l y  n ine teen th  cen tu ry  and o r i g i n a l l y  housed the  Uppervi l le  Academy. 

Rel ig ion  has  played a n  important  p a r t  i n  t h e  l i f e  of Uppervi l le  
r e s i d e n t s ,  and s e v e r a l  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  church bu i ld ings  s t and  a s  evidence of  
t h i s  f a c t .  The town's o l d e s t  church,  the  United Methodist Church, begun i n  
1832, i s  a  n o t a b l e  example of r u r a l  Federa l  s t y l e  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  During t h e  
War between t h e  S t a t e s  t h e  church was commandeered by Union f o r c e s  and used 
a s  a  h o s p i t a l .  Following the war t h e  U.S. Congress au thor ized  payment t o  the 
congregation f o r  damages. The town's V ic to r i an  Gothic s t y l e  B a p t i s t  Church, 
e rec t ed  i n  1870, i s  the  descendant of  the  Goose Creek Church, founded i n  1775, 
and o r i g i n a l l y  loca ted  between Uppervi l le  and Middleburg. T r i n i t y  Episcopal  
Church, founded i n  1840, has been housed i n  t h r e e  bu i ld ings .  The p a r i s h ' s  
p re sen t  b u i l d i n g ,  a  magnif icent  s t r u c t u r e  i n  the  s t y l e  of  a  Hedieval French 
p a r i s h  church {;as e r e c t e d  over  a  per iod  of s e v e r a l  y e a r s  i n  t h e  mid-1950'5, 
and was the z i f t  o f  M r .  Paul Mellon who r e s i d e s  on a  nearby farm. Tlle churcl- 
i s  the town's most conspicuous landmark, and i t s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  u n i f i e d  pn r i s  
house and r c c t o r y  form one of t h c  f i n e s t  church complexcs f o r  any r u r a l  town 
i n  thc country.  

Although Uppcrvi l le  i s  s i t u a t e d  a long a  busy higliway, a  s t r o n g  
l o c a l  pzidc i n  tlic t owi~ ' s  h i s t o r i c  c l ia rac tcr  and o t h c r  civilized a m c ~ l i t i c s  has 
spared i t  from succumbing t o  t h e  unplanned commercial devclopmcnt t h a t  has  
marred so many of i t s  neighbors .  

E N T R Y N U M D E R  D A T E  
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