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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {iF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Floyd Presbyterian Church is a small but sophisticated Greek Revival building located
on Main Street of the county seat. Designed and built in 1850 by Henry Dillon, its
details are derived from plates in Asher Benjamin's The Practical House Carpenter (1830).

The church is three bays long with twelve-over-twelve sash, louvred blinds, and a (north)
gable-end facade. The brick is laid in Flemish bond on the facade and five-course
American bond on the sides. The latter have recently been painted red, but the facade,
with its unpainted dark-red bricks, and mortar joints lined in white, is yet unaltered.
Centered on the facade, just under the white wooden entablature whlch encircles the
building, is discreetly painted the legend "OCT 1850".

Typical of small Greek Revival churches, the facade is plain. Its architectural embel-
lishments consist of four white-painted stuccoed, Greek Doric_Filasters,fdividing the
facade into three bays. The central bay is a blank brick panel; the other two have
irontispiece doorways with Doric pilasters supporting a plain entablature surmounted by
a blocking course with a central tablet accented by a rectangular recessed panel. The
design is a simplified version of that illustrated by Benjamln ln his Plate 28, "Design
for a Front Door Case." :

The roof is crowned by a low steeple. Its pyramidal base is covered with early twentieth- [
century pressed tin and supports a square belfry with pairs of Doric pilasters flanking
the single rectangular louvre in each face. An octagonal spire completes the tower.

The interior consists of a single cell with a low platform across the entire south end.
A large tabernacle composed of Doric pilasters supporting a plain entablature with a
dentil cornice is centered on the south wall., Doors on either side lead to a choir
room and to a 1936 brick Sunday School ell, respectively. Across the north end is a
gallery with a flat-paneled fascia supported by two floor-to-ceiling piers. The area
under the gallery between the two entrance doors has been enclosed for storage space,
and early twentieth-century matchboard wainscoting encircles the room,

The church was abandoned by its congregation in October, 1974, and the congregation

relocated. At that time, the Gothic Revival pulplt was moved to the new building,
and the pews were given away.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Floyd Presbyterian Church is a well-crafted example of the prOV1nc131 Greek Revival style
of building. Like many buildings of its period, its detailing is based on illustrations
in the pattern books written by Asher Benjamin, a Boston architect. The church, believed

to be the oldest extant public building in Floyd County, is also an important archltectural

element in the townscape of Floyd Court House.

In the early nineteenth century, stimulated by that growth in evangelical religion known
as the Second Great Awakening,Presbyterianism in southwest Virginia began to expand. The
establishment of a number of churches in the Floyd and Montgomery County areas led to
the organizatiom of the Presbytery of Montgomery as an offshoot of the Lexington Presby-
tery in 1843. The new body had a membership of ten churches and twelve ministers.

The church at Floyd flourished and in 1856 erected a new brick building in the Greek

‘Revival style. The bujlder was Fenry Dillon (1808-1886), an Irish immigrant who grew up

and was trained in Charleston, South Carolina. After moving to Floyd County, Virginia,
Dilicn built several important buildings in the area, including the county courthouse,
which are now demolished. As was the practice among country builders of his day, Dillon
relied upon a pattern book for many of the details of the church, in this case The Prac-

tical House Carpenter (1830) of Asher Benjamin, perhaps the most important of the publlsher

of such books in early nineteenth-century America., It is a measure of the isolation of
the area that Dillon employed a twenty-year-old handbook and bullt in a style which was
rapidly passing out.of favor in more cosmopolitan sections.

The church remained in continuous use by the Presbyterizn congregation until October,

1974, when it was abandoned. Its fate is presently uncertaln, but infterested local
citizens are attempting to find » new use for it.
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