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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL(IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE I 
Glen Arvon is a 1187 a c r e  working farm loca ted  along t h e  upper James River  i n  t h e  r o l l i n g  
h i l l s  of  ~ i r g i n i a ' s  Piedmont. Much o f  t h e  h i l l y  p a r t  o f  the  proper ty  is wooded; the  
a rea  around t h e  house as  wel l  a s  t h e  r i c h  bottom lands  a r e  c l ea red  f o r  graz ing  and c u l t i v a -  
t ion .  The main house is s i t u a t e d  on a high bank wi th  a sweeping view o f  the  r i v e r  to  
the  e a s t  and is approached from t h e  northwest by a road winding along a c l ea red  r idge .  
Between t h e  p rope r ty ' s  high and low grounds i s  t h e  r i v e r  l i n e  o f  t h e  Chesapeake and Ohio 
Railroad,  t h e  t r a c k s  o f  which a r e  l a i d  on t h e  towpath of  t h e  o l d  James River  and Kanawha 
Canal. 

The grounds i m e d i a t e l y  around t h e  main house a r e  ve ry  a t t r a c t i v e .  A c i r c u l a r  d r i v e  
l eads  up t o  t h e  west f r o n t ,  and i n  and around it a r e  in fonna l ly  placed shade and orna- 
mental t r e e s  a s  wel l  a s  f i n e  shrubbery. Broad lawns do t t ed  wi th  t r e e s  a r e  t o  t h e  no r th  
and south.  The l e v e l  a rea  before  t h e  e a s t  f r o n t  is t r e a t e d  a s  a formal t e r r a c e  overlooking 
t h e  r i v e r  and bottom lands.  

AS o r i g i n a l l y  b u i l t ,  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  formal main house was t h e  twin of Poin t  o f  Fork, 
a p l a n t a t i o n  house s e v e r a l  m i l e s  downstream--both houses being e r e c t e d  a t  approximately 
t h e  same time by b ro the r s .  The e a s t  o r  r i v e r  f r o n t  o f  t h e  50'  x 401, two-story b r i c k  
s t r u c t u r e  has f i v e  bays and a c e n t e r  doorway. The doorway was once s h e l t e r e d  by a one- 
s t o r y  porch (which may have been o r i g i n a l ) , b u t  i t  has  s i n c e  been renloved. The asymmetri- 
c a l l y  placed fou r  bays of t h e  west o r  land  f r o n t  a re ,  by c o n t r a s t ,  s h e l t e r e d  by a two-story 
Greek Doric po r t i co .  The p o r t i c o  o r i g i n a l l y  had a g a l l e r y  extending across  the  facade a t  
t h e  second-story l e v e l  but  i t  was removed, and i n  its place  was hung a small  balcony i n  . 

i f r o n t  o f  t h e  second-floor doorway. The p o r t i c o  corn ice ,  l i k e  t h a t  around t h e  r e s t  of t h e  
I house, i s  ornamented wi th  Doric mutules.  Other  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  embellishments inc lude  

s tuccoed panels  between t h e  p r i n c i p a l  f i r s t - a n d  second-floor windows on a l l  but  t h e  west 
f r o n t .  The p r i n c i p a l  windows have square white  marble s i l l s  and l i n t e l s .  Each l i n t e l  
has turned co rne r  blocks.  White marble is a l s o  used f o r  t h e  p l a i n  water  t a b l e  extending 
around t h e  house. The brickwork throughout t h e  e x t e r i o r  i s  i n  excep t iona l ly  r e f i n e d  

j Flemish bond and i s  unflawed except  where t h e  porch on t h e  e a s t  f r o n t  was removed. Crown- 
ing  the  house is a shal low hipped roof wi th  a b a l u s t r a d e  around i t s  c r e s t  and four  in-  
t e r i o r  end chimneys. S ide  en t r ances  a r e  loca ted  i n  t h e  western bay of t h e  no r th  s i d e  
and i n  t h e  middle two bays o f  t h e  sou th  s i d e .  The sou th  en t r ances  were s h e l t e r e d  by a 
l a t t i c e  pergola i n  t h e  e a r l y  twen t i e th  century ;  it i s  unknown i f  t h e  pergola  was an o r i g -  
i n a l  f e a t u r e .  Except f o r  minor a l t e r a t i o n s ,  t h e  e x t e r i o r  is i n  an e x c e l l e n t  s t a t e  of 

i prese rva t ion  and i s  w e l l  maintained.  The columns have been res tuccoed i n  t h e  pas t  year  
w i th  t h e  s tucco  being l e f t  i ts  n a t u r a l  t a n  co lor .  

Glen A N O ~ ' s  p l an  c o n s i s t s  o f  a c e n t r a l  h a l l  extending on an east-west  l i n e  through t h e  
house wi th  a p a i r  of  rooms on e i t h e r  s i d e .  I n  t h e  middle of  t h e  h a l l  i s  a r i c h l y  deco- 
r a t e d  e l l i p t i c a l  arch.  An excep t iona l ly  handsome s p i r a l  s t a i r  w i th  carved brackets ,  
square b a l u s t e r s ,  and paneled spandre l  ascends aga ins t  a curved wal l  i n  the  h a l l ' s  south- 
west corner .  South of t h e  h a l l  a r e  spac ious  double p a r l o r s ,  t h s  western one being 1 s l i g h t l y  sma l l e r  because of t h e  p r o j e c t i o n  of t h e  s t a i r  i n t o  t h e  space. The p a r l o r s  

I a r e  connected by a wide opening t h a t  appears t o  be a twentieth-century a l t e r a t i o n .  The 
Georgian Reviva l -s ty le  mantels  l i kewise  appear t o  d a t e  from t h e  twen t i e th  century.  Ihe  
r e s t  of t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  decora t ion  i s  unpretentious--molded   laster cornices  and 
symmetrical a r c h i t r a v e  t r i m  w i th  turned  co rne r  blocks. -- - 
The l a r g e  room i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  corner  is t r e a t e d  s i m i l a r l y  t o  those  across  the  h a l l ;  
however i t  has a n ine teenth-century  s l a t e  mantel.  The s i z e  of  t h e  northwest room has 

( see  Continuat ion Sheet #2) I 
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7. DESCRIPTION I 

been decreased by the  bringing forward of the ea s t  wall i n  order t o  c rea te  a I 

service  area between the north rooms and to  i n s t a l l  an elevator.  

The second-floor plan corresponds t o  tha t  below. Modifications include the in- 
s t a l l a t i o n  of bathrooms i n  the  ea s t  end of the  h a l l  and between the  south rooms. 
The bedrooms a r e  a rch i tec tura l ly  plain;  there a r e  no cornices. Three of the  bed- 
rooms r e t a i n  c lo se t s  on one s ide  of t h e i r  respect ive  f i replaces .  j 

The basement was o r ig ina l ly  an unfinished s torage area. It has been remodeled 
by the present owners and now contains the  dining room, a modern kitchen, and . 
service  areas. The i n t e r i o r  as a whole is well  maintained and has a s t a t e l y  
armosphere. Essent ia l  modernizations have not d i lu ted  the  antebellum flavor.  

The only s ign i f i can t  ea r ly  outbuilding remaining a t  Glen Arvon is a two-story 1 
brick servant ' s  house located immediately t o  the  northwest of the  main house. 
Tho s ingle-pi le ,  four-bay s t ruc ture  i s  covered by a gable roof and has i n t e r i o r  

I 

end chimneys. A one-story, shed-roof porch with turned columns she l te r s  the 
middle three  bays. The building's  f i r s t - f l o o r  plan cons i s t s  of two rooms separated 
by a narrow enclosed s t a i r .  Exterior doors lead in to  each of the  two rooms as 
~1e11 as in to  the  s t a i r .  The building has been remodeled t o  serve a s  a comfortable , 
guest house. I 

I 
CL 1 
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SPECiFlC DATES 1836 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The dwelling house a t  Glen Arvon P l a n t a t i o n  d i sp lays  t h e  h igh  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  q u a l i t y  
found i n  many of t h e  antebellum mansions l i n i n g  t h e  upper James River. Following t h e  
Colonial period,numerous g r e a t  e s t a t e s  were e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  reg ion  west of 
f a l l  l i n e ,  and i n  t h e  houses they e rec t ed ,  t h e  p l a n t e r s  exh ib i t ed  a s  keen an i n t e r e s t  i n  
f i n e  des ign  and cons t ruc t ion  as  t h e  previaus genera t ion  had done i n  t h e  Tidewater s ec t ion .  
Glen Arvon i s  e s p e c i a l l y  d i s t i n c t i v e  i n  t h a t  i t  i s  one of  a  p a i r  of  i d e n t i c a l  houses. 
It and i t s  twin, Poin t  of Fork, j u s t  downstream, were b u i l t  a t  t h e  same time by two 
bro thers .  & t h  houses a r e  cha rac te r i zed  by g race fu l  proport ions and r e f i n e d  d e t a i l i n g  
coupled wi th  l a r g e  Greek m r i c  po r t i coes ,  thus demonstrating t h e  s t y l i s t i c  t r a n s i t i o n - -  
from t h e  d e l i c a t e  Adam S t y l e  of t h e  Federa l  Period t o  t h e  more massive Greek Revival 
S ty l e - - tha t  t7as occur r ing  i n  Vi rg in i a  i n  t h e  1830s. 

Glen Arvon was o r i g i n a l l y  p a r t  of  a much l a r g e r  e s t a t e  known as  Fork P l a n t a t i o n  owned 
bq- William G a l t ,  a n a t i v e  of Scot land who came t o  t h i s  country about 1770. R e  s e t t l e d  
in Richmo~.d where he became a  prosperous merchant. His concern f o r  h i s  poorer r e l a t i v e s  
back home prompted him t o  have h i s  great-nephews, W i l l i a m  (born 1801) and James ( t , ~ r n  

-SS ventures .  1835) s e n t  t o  Rickmond where he could br ing  them up t o  a s s i s t  i n  h i s  busin-  

j Fork P l a n t a t i o n  was i n h e r i t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  b ro the r s  when W i l l i a m  Ga l t  died around 1825. 

I They evenly divided. t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  i n  1834 wi th  William taking  Glen Arvon, t h e  upper t r a c t :  

1 and James tak ing  t h e  lower t r a c t ,  by then  c a l l e d  Poin t  of Fork. The county t a x  r r cb rds  
show t h a t  i n  1836 each b r o t h e r  had made a $12,000 improvement t o  h i s  p l a n t a t i o n ,  i n d i c s t -  
in: t h a t  t h e  two houses were b u i l t  a t  t h a t  time. It has long been a  t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  
1iilli;m Gal t  (I) had t h e  houses b u i l t  f o r  h i s  great-nephews. However, s i n c e  thp. houses 
obviously were b u i l t  some yea r s  a f t e r  G a l t ' s  death,  t h e  only  poss ib l e  b a s i s  f o r  t r u t h  i n  
t h i s  t r a d i t i o n  i s  t h a t  Ga l t  nay have earmarked funds f o r  t h e  cons t ruc t ion  t o  be used a t  

i t h e  b ro the r s '  convenience. I n  any case ,  t h e  houses may have been b u i l t  i d e n t i c a l l y  
! 

1 s i n ~ l y  because t h e  b r o t h e r s  wanted t o  economize on a r c h i t e c t ' s  fees .  

I.?illiam Gxl t  I1 d ied  a t  Glen Arvon i n  1051. H i s  widow was forced t o  s e l l  t h e  house, 
Eany of ii:s con ten t s ,  £ a m  equipment, l i v e s t o c k ,  s l a v e s ,  and a  l a r g e  p a r t  of  the  land 
t h e  next  yea r .  An inventory  and auc t ion  record  made a t  t h e  time of t h e  proper ty  d i sposa l  
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  Glen Arvon was a  well-appointed place.  Among t h e  items l i s t e d  i n  t h e  
household auc t ion  records  a r e  a  $300 piano, $462 worth of  s i l ve rware ,  over  800 books, 
and 212 b o t t l e s  o f  Madeira wine. The approximately 175 s l a v e s  s o l d  o f £  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  
brought a  t o t a l  va lue  of $83,795. . 
Glen Arvon was purchased from Nrs. Ga l t  by Charles  Boswell. He moved i n  wi th  a  s ix t een -  
year-old woman by whom he had s e v e r a l  ch i ld ren .   swell died unmarried i n  187k. Follow- 
ing h i s  dea th ,  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  was s o l d  t o  Richmond b ~ s i n e s s m a n  Frankl in  S tearns ,  one c f  
t h e  l a r g e s t  landholders  i n  V i r g i n i a ' s  h i s t o r y .  Glen Amon was i n h e r i t e d  by Frznkli.1 
S tearns ,  Jr. and it even tua l ly  became t h e  home of h i s  ex-wife following t h e i r  d ivorce .  
I n  1910 t h e  former klrs. S t ea rns ,  who had s i n c e  n a r r i e d  a  M r .  Stokes,  s o l d  the  p lace  t o  

(see Continuat ion Sheet # 3 )  



7 . 1  4 I '  O C J  
I.&, < , : , I  

a ' \~ i t rD  LTA IES DEPARTMthTOF THE INTbKIOR FOR NPS USE ONLY 
N.4TIONAL PARK SERVICE 

%A77 DI'dAI, REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
X;LTVXNrIC3fim! -- NOMINATION FORM DATE ENTERED ------ 

.;SiKi NUATION SHEET #3 ITEM NUMBER 8 PAGE 1 . --- 

1.b~ M C X . R ~  family.  Lt passed through several  more owners u n t i l  1935 when the hotlse 
n i  1206 acres were p ~ ~ r c h n s c d  by tbe l a t e  W .  F .  O'Brien, whoss rgidow i s  the current 
.:;%.el*. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
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The 1187 ac res  comprising the  proper ty  o f  Glen A n o n  a r e  bounded by a l i n e  beginning 
a t  a po in t  l oca ted  on t h e  west s i d e  of t h e  James River  4200 f e e t  south southwest of 
the  southern  t i p  of S p i c e r ' s  I s land;  thence extending 1000 f e e t  s l i g h t l y  west nor th-  
westward t o  i n t e r s e c t i o n  wi th  Chesapeake and Ohio Rai l road  t r a c k s ;  thencecurving  2000 
f e e t  s l i g h t l y  northwestward; then 900 f e e t  due no r th ,  then 1800 f e e t  northwest ;  thence 
extending 5650 f e e t  southwestward t o  i n t e r s e c t i o n  wi th  S t a t e  Route 655; then cont inuing  
5700 f e e t  southwestward a t  a l e s s e r  angle t o  t h e  James River; then fol lowing t h e  low 
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a S T A T E  HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OFTHIS PROPERM WITHIN THE STATE IS 

NATIONAL, STATEX LOCAL- 

AS the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the Nat~onal Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (PIIMIc Law 89-665). 1 

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been eval~ated according to the 
criteria and procedures set fonh by the National Park Service. 
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