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Point of Fork Plantationis located on a wedge-shaped piece of
land at the junctionof the James and Rivanna Rivers. The plantation
house i s set on a ridge overlooking the bottom lands and the rivers.  The
front fields are crossed by the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad which is
built on the towpath of the Janmes River and Kanawha Canal. To the west of
the house are broad lawns with fine trees. 1In the southwest corner of the
yard are the outlines of formal terraced gardens.

The imposing two-story house is set on a high basenent and has
approxi mate ground dinmensions of 40" X 50'. Covering the house is a
shal | ow hi pped roof fromwhich project four interior end chimeys. The
house's west or land front is sheltered by a large two-story tetrastyle
portico with Greek Doric colums and no pediment. The portico serves to
de- enphasi ze the asymmetry of the west facade which has two wi ndows to the
north of the entrance and one to the south. Surrounding the house, as well
as the portico, is a Doric cornice with nutules and dentils. The river or
east front has a small porch sheltering the entrance. The porch is supported rn
on pairs of fluted Doric colums. Unlike the west front, the east front is
symmetrical with two wi ndows on either side of the entrance. Other notable
exterior features include the rectangular white marble window sills and
lintels, and the marble water table. Unornanented white plaster panels are
enmpl oyed between the first and second story windows on al | but the west
front. AlIl four walls are laid inunusually fine Flem sh bond brickwork
with thinly tooled joints. The brickwork is ina good state of preservatio4. E
Point of Fork's interior is divided into a central hall with pairs of
roons on either side. The nobst outstanding feature of the spacious first
floor is the beautiful spiral stair which ascends in the southwest corner
of the hall against a correspondingly curved wall. The hall is divided in 0
the center by an elliptical arch supported by Doric pilasters with carved osps*
The arch's architrave is ornanented with an intricately carved guilloche.

The first floor's north rooms were retrimmed in the early part
of the present century. The woodwork around the w de opening between the
rooms, as well as the mantels are in a comparatively heavy Neo-Classica
Revival style, featuringbas-relief panels of classical figures. Aside
fromthis trim as well as sone Corinthianpilasters in the north roons,
nost of the remaining woodwork throughout the house is original. The house
is well maintained and in a good state of preservation.

Two interesting early outbuildings suirvive on the grounds: a servants
house and an office. The servants' house is a two-story, five-bay brick
structure in a poor state of repair. The brick office is temple formwith
a wooden facade in the formof a somewhat crude Doric portico in antis.
Both buildings are unusual exanples of their respective types.
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The large Classical Revival mansion of Point of Fork plantationis
one of two nearly identical houses erected in the 1820's by Wlliam Gait
for his tw great-nephews. Born in Ayshire, Scotland, Gait inmgrated to
Virginia inhis early youth and settled in Richmond where he becane a
prosperous merchant. H becane associated in business with his niece's
husband, John Allan, foster-father of Edgar Allan Poe. His successful
business ventures enabled him to acquire extensive |andholdings in Fluvanna
County where he established two plantations, Point of Fork and G en Arvon.

Upon Gait's death in 1826, his Fluvanna plantations passed as he
intended to his tw great-nephews, Wlliam and Janes Gait. G en Arvon went
to Wlliam and Point of Fork went to James. Prior to his great-uncle's
death James had been sent back to Scotland for schooling, (acconpanied on
this trip by Edgar Allan Poe.) Having been born and educated in Scotland,
Janes Gait was considered by law to be a British subject. Therefore it was
not until 1828, when he was admtted United States citizenship, that he was
able to take title to Point of Fork.

Point of Fork derives itsnane formitssituation at the junctionc
the Janes and Rivanna Rivers. The Point traditionally is the [ocation of
Rausawek, capitol of the Monocan Indian nation. Captain John Smth nade
an expedition up the Janmes in 1607 and found two Monocan villages in what
are now Chesterfieldand Powhatan Counties. It is not known i f he actuallyl
reached Rausawek, but he noted itslocationon his nap. 't is said that one
of the Monocan chiefs is buried near the present gate to the property.

The point was of strategic inmportance during the Revolution.
Established there was one of the Commonwealth's principal military installajtions
whi ch includeda training ground, barracks, supply depot, and an inportant
arsenal. The arsenal site has been placed on the National Register of
Historic Places.

In March, 1865 Federal troops under General Philip Sheridan occupied
the plantation and Sheridan set up headquarters in the house. The plantatim
as well as the surrounding area was plundered but the house and its contents
wer e untouched. Janes Gait |ost slaves, livestock and provisions. Much
‘crop land and fencing was burned, and his slaves who iijere not carried off
wer e robbed of their personal possessions. Gait was pardoned by President
Johnson after the war, and was nomnated to represent his district in the
General Assenbly. H served in the 1865/66 and 1866/67 sessions.

In addition to itshistorical associations. Point of Fork ranks
anong the maj or exanples of plantation architecture in the upper James
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region. The handsomely proportioned house has highly sophisticated architectur]al
detailing, and illustrates thetransition of the Addamstyle of the Federal
period tothe Geek Revival style. The large portico i s one of theearly uses
of the Greek Doric order inVirginia. The house also exhibits unusually fine
craftsmanship i nitsdetailing. Thevery even Flem sh bond brickwork i s out-
standi ng, andwood features such as theexterior Doric cornice and t he spiral
stair on theinterior are exceptional.
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The attached National Register Invcntory-Nom hation form i sbeing returned to your
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3. Classification,
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9. Bibliography.
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