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NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

Summary

The Cahas Mountain Rural Historic District encompasses approximately 1,450 acres of valley
and mountain land in the Blue Ridge Mountains of north-central Franklin County, Virginia.
Maggodee Creek, a tributary of the Staunton (Roanoke) River, crosses the district near its
northern end. The alluvial fields and rolling upland on each side of the creek are used for fruit
and row crop production and pasturage, and it is at these lower elevations (between 1,200 and
1,400 feet) that most of the district’s historic residences are located. The district’s south end is
bounded by the ridge of Cahas Mountain, which rises to a height of 3,571 feet. Here the
topography is mountainous and forested, with apple orchards occupying the lower mountain
spurs. Highway 220 and the Norfolk Southern Railway skirt the district at its northeast corner.
State routes 613 and 614 cross the north end of the district, as does the trace of the eighteenth-
century Carolina Road. The district boundaries follow property lines, jurisdictional boundaries,
and natural and man-made features such as ridgelines, watercourses, and roads.

Prior to the arrival of European and African agriculturalists, the district was utilized by Native
American groups. Uninvestigated historic sites include cannery, apple packing house, and
sawmill sites dating to the early 1900s. Oral tradition points to the existence of uninvestigated
house and illegal stll sites in the mountainous southern two-thirds of the district." Most historic
(above-ground) resources are associated with the four farms that comprise the district. The
earliest of these is the Boon-Bernard Farm, the largest grouping of domestic and agricultural
resources in the district. The architectural wealth and historic associations of this farm
contributed to a recent determination of its individual eligibility for the National Register.? The
principal resource on the farm is the 1820 John and Susan Boon House, a Federal two-story brick
dwelling with a single-pile center-passage plan, a one-story dining room ell, and a (formerly)
detached one-story kitchen now joined to the house by frame infill dating to the mid-1800s.
Notable features include Flemish-bond brickwork, jack-arched nine-over-nine- and six-over-six-
sash windows, and Federal mantels.

Near the John and Susan Boon House are an early weatherboarded frame meat house, historic .
and modern landscape features, and an extensive farm complex. Two farm buildings of note are
an antebellum v-notched log granary and 2 1917 frame barn with original metal siding and two
sets of hay forks. To the south of the main house and farm complex stand three tenant houses.
Two of these are metal-sided two-story frame dwellings erected in the 1930s; the third is a one-
story, one-room log dwelling dating to the 1800s and occupied by the Wright family since the
1930s., Tenant House #3 (as it is referenced in the inventory) features a log purlin roof, a
backcountry roof form now extremely rare in the eastern United States. Also on the Boon-
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Bernard Farm stands the Kinsey & Bernard Store, a weatherboarded frame building constructed
in 1906.

Another early property in the district is the Taylor-Price House, a Federal-Greek Revival two-
story brick dwelling built about 1821 and added to in the 1850s. Two principal dwellings are
associated with grandsons of John Boon, the original owner of the Boon-Bernard Farm. The
Washington and Rinda Boon House is a two-story frame dwelling dating to about 1889. The
Boon-Garst House is a two-story frame dwelling built about 1902 and remodeled in the Colonial
Revival Style in 1945-46. Also in the district are the Boon-Wiseman Farm, which includes log
and frame buildings dating from the mid-nineteenth century to the present; a Colonial-Revival-
Craftsman-style two-story brick and concrete-block house built in 1937; two post-World War il
ranch houses; a number of abandoned log and boxed tenant houses dating to the late 1800s and
early 1900s; two cemeteries associated with the Boon and Price families containing stylish marble
and granite monuments and fieldstone markers believed to mark slave burials; and the well-
preserved trace of the cighteenth-century Carolina Road.
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Inventory

The following inventory provides architectural and historical information on seventy contributing
and noncontributing resources located in the Cahas Mountain Rurai Historic District. The entries
are organized according to farm, cemetery lot, or house lot by primary and tertiary numbers (the
John and Susan Boon House, for example, appears as inventory no. 1.1). Each heading lists the
name, date of earliest known construction activity, principal construction material, and
contributing status/resource type ("C" for contributing, "N" for non-contributing, and "B" for
building). The resource symbols on the partial district map that accompanies this nomination are
keyed to the inventory.

1. Boon-Bernard Farm.
1.1. John and Susan Boon House. 1820. Brick. CB

Two-story Federal house with a one-room-deep center-passage plan, a symmetrical five-bay
facade, and a slate-shingled side-gable roof. The house is constructed of Flemish bond
brickwork on a fieldstone foundation and has exterior gable-end brick chimneys, an originally
detached, gabled, one-story brick kitchen wing, and a one-story gabled brick ell. Nine-over-nine
sash windows on the first story and six-over-six sash windows on the second story have jack-
arched heads, and the front entry has a four-light transom. A one-story porch was built across
the front in the 1920s or 1930s. The porch is supported by Craftsman brick and wood columns
linked by balustrades and it has a hip roof with a center gable featuring an arched pierced vent.
Other exterior features include six-light gable windows, a heavy wood cornice, a two-story
weatherboarded frame addition linking the brick kitchen to the northwest gable-end of the main
house, uncbtrusive two-story frame additions to the rear, and a modern trellised patio.

The interior features plaster-and-lath and plaster-on-brick wall and ceiling finishes and wood
floors. Rising in the center passage is a stair with turned newels. The rooms flanking the
passage on the first and second floors have Federal mantels, molded door and window trim, six-
panel doors (some with wrought iron hardware such as strap hinges, nails, etc.). The kitchen,
with garret quarters above, retains beaded ceiling joists and a large walk-in cooking fireplace
with arched iron lintels. (This room has been compatibly renovated to house a modern kitchen).
The rear brick ell was apparently used as a dining room, as suggested by the pair of built-in linen
presses or china closets that flank the fireplace. The original decorative finishes in the house
included graining and marbling, vestiges of which survive. The roof is constructed of hewn

i
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common rafters lapped and pegged at the ridge. The basement door features a wood and iron
lock box.

Sometime during the second half of the nineteenth century, several changes were made to the
house, including the infill addition of a two-story frame wing that links the kitchen to the main
dwelling. This addition contains a first-floor dining room, an enclosed recessed front porch, and
a second-floor bedroom not accessible from other second-floor rooms. Childish graffiti on the
walls of the bedroom suggest the addition was constructed in the late 1850s, 1860s, or early
1870s. Shortly after 1905, the wing was modified with a bay window added to the dining room
and a sieeping porch added to the second floor room. Other minor twentieth century additions
and alterations include a two-story, shed roofed frame ell behind the center passage and
enclosures of severali rear porches to accommodate modern plumbing facilities or additional living
space. [Limited modern interior alterations include the insertion of a bathroom and closets,
improved mechanical systems, and built-in bookshelves.

John Boon (1783-1858), a veteran of the War of 1812, and his brother Daniel owned 582 acres
on Maggodee Creek astride the Carolina Road in 1820, the year John and his wife Susan Fowler
(1793-1884) built a substantial brick house on the property, as indicated by a date brick and
suggested by tax records. In 1838, John Boon was licensed to keep a house of private
entertainment, and it is likely he and his wife accommodated travelers at their residence earlier.
The Boons were slaveholders; before the Civil War they employed their slaves and probably also
free laborers to raise livestock and field crops including tobacco. The house and farm passed
to Susan and her sons Henry (ca. 1837-64) and Thomas (1812-84) upon John’s death in 1858.
A fourth son, John (1820-87), appears to have cared for his mother and brother Thomas (who
was an epileptic) after the Civil War, and he apparently acquired full control of the farm in
1884, Upon the second John’s death in 1887, the farm passed to his second wife, Judia A.
Moore (1845-98). It is uncertain who occupied the house from the time of Judia’s death in 1898
until 1905 when the farm was sold to Silas W. Bernard (1876-1941) and Charles J. Kinsey
(1864-1948). S. W. Bernard moved into the house with his wife, Julia Terry (1882-1982) in
1905. The Kinseys sold their interest in the property to the Bernards in 1939. During the
Kinsey-Bernard and later Bernard ownership (the latter continuing to the present day), the farm’s
original complement of log farm buildings gradually gave way to frame barns and outbuildings.
Corn, hay, and alfalfa are now grown on the farm, and beef cattle are raised there as well.
(Sources: John and Jeanne Bernard, personal communication; Giles, Bernard, and Bernard,
"Boon-Bernard Farm;" Bernard, "Old Homestead Farm;" Bernard, "Franklin County
Bicentennial Driving Tour;" Salmon and Salmon, Frankilin County; Edmundson, "Old
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Homestead;" Franklin County tax, deed, and will records; Wingfield, Pioneer Families.)
1.2. Meat House. Early to mid-19th c. Frame. CB

One-story meathouse with heavy frame construction, weatherboard siding, metal-sheathed front-
gable roof with a latticed front gable, and a batten door. The front gable formerly extended to
shelter a hand-dug well. A two-level chicken house and a carbide plant formerly stood near the
meat house, and a one-story, nineteenth-century wash house with a large stone chimney formerly
stood to the north, closer to Rt. 613. (Source: John Bernard, personal communication.)

1.3. Propane Shed. Late 20th ¢. Frame. N Structure
1.4. Kinsey & Bernard Store. 1906. Frame. CB

One-story store with conventional gable-entry side-shed form, weatherboard siding, and a metal-
sheathed front-gable roof with a false front. Appended to each side of the center gabled section
are shed wings with four-panel front doors. A shed-roofed porch with rectangular-section posts
and balusters extends across the front of the center section and shelters two large two-over-two-
sash windows, double doors, and screen doors painted with the Rainbo Bread label. The store
was built in 1906 for Silas W. Bernard and his brother-in-law, Charles J. Kinsey, by Kinsey’s
nephew, Charlie "Hub" Kinsey. The store operated as a branch of C. J. Kinsey’s main store in
Boones Mill. Scrip issued by the store was used to pay workers at the adjoining Old Homestead
cannery, and tenant farmers on the Boon-Bernard Farm and neighboring farms paid for purchases
with produce. C. J. Kinsey and his wife, Sallie Bernard (1868-1945), lived briefly in the north
side shed, a room used at another time for drying chestnuts. The Bernard family operated the
store until 1962 (a gas pump next to the front porch records the price of gas when the store
closed--thirty-two cents a gallon). The building was remodeled as a dwelling in 1987; interior
features such as original shelving and counters were preserved. (Sources: John Bernard, personal
communication; Bernard, "Old Homestead Farm;" and Bernard Family papers.)

1.5. Garage. 1988 Frame. NB

One-story garage modeled after a 1908 one-room school that stood near the same location. The
garage has weatherboard siding, a metal-sheathed front-gable roof, and a gable-end garage door.
The Kinsey & Bernard School, built in 1908, was demolished about 1930. The garage/replica
was designed by present owner John Bernard, who attended the original school. (Sources: John
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Bernard, personal communication; Bernard, "Old Homestead Farm.")
1.6. Barn #1. 1917. Frame, CB

Two-level barn with original corrugated metal siding and a metal-sheathed side-gable roof. The
barn features ridge-top ventilators, a hip-roofed garage wing on the northwest (front) elevation,
large doors hung on tracks, and a poured-concrete foundation. The interior is divided by heavy
frame bents into a center threshing floor (where a threshing machine was formerly stationed) and
flanking hay mows. There are two hay forks: a "Clover Unloader" mounted on a track that runs
along the ridge, and another installed in the mid-1940s by John Bernard to move hay laterally
to a hay drier. Written on a panel of metal siding is "C. J. Kinsey Co.," indicating its source
at the Boones Mill store of S. W. Bernard’s brother-in-law. In the garage wing were parked the
Bernard’s Model-T Ford and Overland Touring Car. (Source: John Bernard, personal
communication. )

1.7. Dairy Barn. Ca. 1920. Frame. CB

One-story barn with metal siding, a metal-sheathed front-gable roof, and a poured-concrete
foundation. A glazed tile silo formerly stood off the southwest corner. S. W. Bernard quit the
dairy business in the 1930s owing to the difficulty of getting help. (Sources: John Bernard,
personal communication; Edmundson, "Old Homestead. ")

1.8. Barn #2. Ca. 1940. Frame. CB

Two-level barn with vertical-board siding and a metal-sheathed front-gambrel roof with a hay
bonnet and hay fork. Cattle were sheltered on the first level and hay was stored above. The
barn stands in the general location of an antebellum log "cow stable;” when this building was
demolished, some of the logs were reused as floor joists in the new building. (Sources: John
Bernard, personal communication; Bernard Family papers; Franklin County will records.)

1.9. Corncrib #1. Ca. 1920. Frame. C Structure

Small one-story crib with slatted sides, stone footers, a metal-sheathed front-gable roof, and a
wire mesh inner lining.

1.10. Privy. Late 20th ¢. Frame. NB
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1.11. Barn Ruin. 1945. Concrete (poured). C Site

John Boon built a large double-crib log barn on a hillside south of his house during the first half
of the nineteenth century, probably during the 1820s. Hay and grains were stored in the cribs
and over the center threshing floor and cattle, horses, and mules were stabled in perimeter sheds.
In 1945, Joe Lynch and other employees of the Bernards poured a concrete foundation along the
northeast side of the barn; a concrete watering trough was built in the barn about the same time.
The barn was torn down in 1967, leaving the 1945 foundation and watering trough and the
below-grade stone foundations of the original barn. (Sources: John and Steve Bernard and Joe
Lynch, personal communication.)

1.12. Gas Tank. Ca. 1970. Metal. N Structure
1.13. Shed. Late 20th c. Frame. NB
1.14. Corncrib #2. Late 20th c. Frame (pole). N Structure
1.15. Machinery Shed. Ca. 1945. Frame (pole). CB

One-story shed with linear form, metal siding, and a metal-sheathed shed roof. The shed was
blown down in a wind storm in recent years but reerected using the original materials and form.
(Source: John Bernard, personal communication.)

1.16. Granary. First half 19th c. Log. C Structure

Two-level, single-crib granary with partial weatherboard siding, twentieth-century perimeter
sheds on three sides, and a metal-sheathed side-gable roof. The v-notched logs are carved with
builder’s marks that count from I to I to the top of the front entry and I to IIIII from the top
of the entry to the plate. The entry has a pegged jamb with iron pintels; inside is stored a batten
door with long, plain strap hinges attached with cut nails. The interior also features a log beam
that supports straight-sawn joists, and sawn rafters lapped and pegged at the ridge with evidence
of former collar beams. Wide boards formerly used to partition off grain bins have been taken
to form an interior sheathing of an enclosed back porch of the Boon-Bernard House. The
granary may date to the 1820s. (Source: John Bernard, personal communication.)

1.17. Trench Silo. Late 20th c. Concrete (poured). N Structure
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1.18. Barn #3. 1967. Frame (pole). NB

Large one-story barn with metal siding and a metal-sheathed front-gable roof. The barn is used
for hay storage and was built by Ward Wray, foreman of Roanoke Wood Preservers, a business
owned by John Bernard. (Source: John Bernard, personal communication.)

1.19. Tenant House #1. 1937. Frame. CB

Two-story house with corrugated metal siding and some original brick-pattern asphalt-roil siding.
Other features include a metal-sheathed side-gable roof, a poured-concrete foundation, a rear
shed wing, a one-story front porch supported by square wood posts with sawn brackets, six-over-
six-sash windows, and a brick stove flue. The house was built in 1937 by Roy Sloan with help
from carpenters Tom Cundiff and Elisha Hall and was first occupied by Tom and Mae Cundiff.
A log tenant house formerly stood on the site. (Sources: John and Steve Bernard and Joe Lynch,
personal communication.)

1.20. Tenant House #1 Machinery Shed. Frame. CB
1.21. Tenant House #1 Shed #1. Frame. CB
1.22. Tenant House #1 Shed #2. Frame. NB
1.23. Tenant House #1 Chicken House. Late 20th ¢. Frame. NB
1.24. Tenant House #1 Hog Pen. Late 20th ¢. Frame. NB
1.25. Tenant House #1 Greenhouse. Late 1980s. Frame. NB
1.26. Tenant House #1 Cellar. Frame. CB
1.27. Tenant House #1 Pump House. Frame. N Structure
1.28. Tenant House #2. 1937. Frame. CB

Two-story house with corrugated metal siding and a metal-sheathed front-gable roof. Other
features include a poured-concrete foundation, six-over-six-sash windows, reused four-panel
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doors, a small front porch engaged under a side shed, and an interior with a boxed stair and
simple door and window surrounds. The house was built in 1937 by Roy Sloan with help from
carpenters Roy Cundiff and Elisha Hall and was first occupied by Herman Hale and his family.
Tenant House #3 formerly stood near the site of this house. (Source: John Bernard, personal
communication. )

1.29. Tenant House #2 Barn. Ca. 1937. Frame. CB

Two-level barn with vertical-board siding and a metal-sheathed front-gable roof. The lower level
was used to shelter cows.

1.30. Tenant House #2 Meat House. Ca. 1937. Frame. CB
1.31. Tenant House #2 Privy. Mid to Late 20th c. Frame. NB
1.32. Tenant House #3. First half 19th c. Log. CB

One-story with garret house with a one-room plan and a metal-sheathed side-gable roof. The
most significant attribute of the house is its log-purlin roof (see architectural analysis). Other
exterior features include gable-end shed rooms with asphalt-roll siding and six-over-six-sash and
nine-light windows, a cinder-block and terra-cotta pipe stove flue, and a partially enclosed front
porch with an early-nineteenth-century batten door reused from the log barn associated with the
house. The interior is sheathed in celotex and features a boxed stair and wall shelving. The log
roof purlins are visible in the garret. This tenant house formerly stood at the site of Tenant
House #2; in the 1930s it was dismantled, moved a short distance, and reassembled as Tenant
House #3 beside a branch and a hillside rhododendron thicket. . The well-ventilated north shed
room was built for a Mrs. Hale, a tuberculosis sufferer. For many years the house was occupied
by Foncie and Rena Belle Wright. Foncie worked for the Norfolk & Western Railroad and Rena
once worked peeling tomatoes at the Old Homestead cannery. Their grandson, Eric Wright,
presently occupies the house.  (Sources: John Bernard and Eric Wright, personal
communication.)

1.33. Tenant House #3 Barn. First half 19th ¢. Log. CB

Small, two-level barn with v-notched hewn wall logs and a metal-sheathed front-gable roof. The
barn has hewn floor joists and uses cut and wire nails in its construction. The lower level served
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as an animal stall and the upper level apparently served as a granary and/or hay mow. The
upper level doubled as a sleeping loft associated with the nearby tenant house during the mid-
twentieth century. This barn was moved from its original site near Tenant House #2 along with
Tenant House #3 in the 1930s. (Sources: John Bernard and Eric Wright, personal
communication. )

1.34. Tenant House #3 Meat House. First half 20th ¢. Frame. CB

Small one-story meat house with vertical-board siding and a corrugated-metal-sheathed shed roof.
Other features include an earthfast foundation of railroad ties and a four-panel door. The
building was probably built by railroad worker Foncie Wright during the 1930s or 1940s.

1.35. Tenant House #3 Wood Shed. Late 20th c. Frame. NB
1.36. Tenant House #3 Poultry and Rabbit House. Late 20th ¢. Frame. NB
1.37. Hog Shed. Mid-20th ¢. Frame. CB
1.38. Tenant House Ruin. Early 20th c. Log. C Site

Collapsed one-story house constructed of v-notched hewn logs. The house formerly featured a
gable roof sheathed with asphalt shingles and corrugated metal and supported by log pole rafters.
The spaces between the wall logs are chinked with log poles, wire mesh, and concrete. The
house is constructed entirely with wire nails and it was apparently heated by stove. The house
was occupied by the Tom Mills family during the first half of the twentieth century. A chicken
house, privy, and possibly a small cow barn formerly stood nearby. The ruins are situated
beside a branch and a hillside rhododendron thicket. Further up the mountainside from this
house site is the site of another tenant house (which was probably also of log construction) that
was occupied by a member of the Lynch family during the first half of the twentieth century.
(This house site could not be located during a reconnaissance of the district.} (Sources: John and
Steve Bernard and Eric Wright, personal communication.)

1.39. Spring. 19th and/or 20th c. Stone. C Site

1.40. Spring Box. Early to mid 20th ¢. Concrete (poured). C Structure


































































































































































