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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ({f known) PHYSICAL APPEARAMNCE

Isaac Hite, the builder of Belle Grove was a successful farmer who began with
483 acres in 1783 and acquired 7,437 by 1814. 1In 1820 a west wing was added
to the mansion, increasing its dimensions from 74 x 40 feet to one exceeding
100 x 40. Sometime between 1815 and 1828, outbuildings were added. The
smokehouse and icehouse are still extant.

In 1836 Major Hite died and in 1860 his family sold it to John and Benjamin
Cooley. War damages forced them to sell to an Englishman, James Davison,
in 1867. The names of Union soldiers can still be seen scratched on the
walls and ceiling over the north portico.

Belle Grove was maintained as an inn from 1907 until the late 1920's. In
1929 Francis Hunnewell of Wellesley, Mass. bought Belle Grove and began
its restoration. He bequeathed the mansion and 100 acres to the National
Trust in 1964. Today, Belle Grove is an operating farm that also serves
as a center for the interpretation of rural folk life.

It conducts varied educational programs, including, for the last three
summers, student excavations on the mansion grounds. These have so far
uncovered the remains of a late 18th or early 19th century outdoor bake
oven, the limestone foundation of an early 19th century dairy, and numerous
artifacts.

Belle Grove mansion 1s a dressed limestone house of one full story on a

very high basement. The walls are quoined with rough-hewn stone, and keyed
flat arches of stone emphasize each window opening. Four widely spaced
chimneys, also of stone, rise symmetrically from the broad hip roof. Belle
Grove was designed in the Classical Revival style; its four porticoes, three
of which had been removed, are now restored to their original condition.

Some of the earthworks used by the 6th Corps at the beginning of the battle
are still in existence. They surround the crest of a round hill just west
of the Belle Grove mansion.

BOUNDARIES:

The boundaries are those recommended by John D. McDermott and Edwin C. Bearsd
in their 1969 Special Report on Cedar Creek Battlefield and Belle Grove,
Frederick County, Virginia, done for the National Survey of Historic Sites
and Buildings. The boundaries include all the area where fighting occurred
on October 19, 1864, except for Interstate Highway 81, which divides the
site into two sections. The southern section contains Robert's Ferry and
Bowman's Ferry, where the Confederates crossed the Shenandoah, and the site
of the morning position of Crook's VIII Corps. The northern section containg
Belle Grove, and the sites of the original positions of Wright's VI Corps
and Emory's XIX Corps. The latter unit's entrenchments are the only ones
still prominent. Enclosed is their verbal description of the boundaries.
Also included are maps showing the position of the battle's focal points on
the U.S5.G.S. topographic maps for this area, and a sketch map showing the

relationship of the buildings and excavations at Belle Grove.
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fn'iscmas THE PRESENT AND oRiGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Belle Grove is a one and one-half story, hip roof, locally cut limestone
structure; the front of the house iaid in ashlar hand cut blocks, the h i
sides and real facade being of random coursing. " Both front and rear facadgs

are focused around a one-story Roman portico.

L1.ad
*

The interior is characterized by fine hand carved paneling, mantels, and

woodwork. The parlor 1is especially fine with elaborate cornice pllasters
and dooxrs. An interesting feature of the house 1s the concealed stairway
‘ which rises from 2 closet in the hall. The layout of the rooms is

I symmetrically oriented around a longitudinal hall.
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Cedar Creek é&ast)tlefield(cm"nua"o" Sheet)

{Number all entries) 7 Description Page #2

Location: Generallv, Cedar Creek Battlefield lies between Middletown and
Strasburg in Frederick Countv, Virginia. Interstate Highway 81 divides the
battlefield into northern and southern units. North Section: Beginning at
78° 18' 46" Longitude and 39° 0' 33", the boundarv line runs in a northeasterly
direction to 78° 17' 16" and 39° 1' 23", then in a northwesterlv direction to
78° 17' 21" and 39° 1' 26", then in a northeasterlv direction to 78° 16' 47"
and 39° 1' 53", then in a northwesterlv direction 78° 16' 55" and 39° 2', then
in a northeasterly direction to 78° 16" 30" and 39° 2' 15", then in a north-
easterlv direction to 78° 16' 6" and 39° 2' 35", then in a northwesterly
direction to 78° 16" 42" and 39° 3' 1", then in a southwesterly direction

down the center of State Highway 625 to its intersection with State Highway
621, then in a southeasterly direction down the center of State Highway 621

to its intersection with State Highwav 625, then in a southwesterly direction
down the center of State Highway 625 to 78°17'40" and 39° 1'49", then in a
westerly direction 78° 187'2" and 39° 1'55", then in a westerly direction to
78° 18"28" and 39° 1' 48", then in a northwesterly direction to 78°18'38"

and 39°2', and then down the center of Cedar Creek in a southerly direction

to the point of beginning. Fxcepted within this section is a rectancular unit
whose houndary line begins at 78° 18' 34" Longitude and 39° 1'16" Latitude

and runs in an easterlv direction to 78°18'2" and 39°1'20", then in a northerly
direction to 78°18'4" and 39°1'33", then in a westerly direction to 78°18'4"
and 39°1'33", then in a westerlv direction to 78° 18'38" and 39° 1'20" and
then in a southerlvy direction to the point of beginning. Generally, this
rectangle excludes most of the small communitv of Meadow Mills. South Section:
Beginning at 78°19'15" Longitude and 38°58'29" Latitude, the boundary runs

in a northeasterly direction to 78°17'40" and 38°58'56", then follows the
center of State Highway 611 to its intersection with State Highway 612, then
continues in a northerly direction down the center line of Highway 612 to
78°18'12" and 39°0'11", then in a westerby direction to 78°19'30" and 39°0'6",
then down the center of Cedar Creek and the North Fork of the Shenandoah River
to the point of beginning.
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