DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT _DETER|OHATED —UNALTERED .:..c..OﬂiGlNAL SITE
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__FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Hopewell Friends Meeting House is a two-story structure, 44 by 63 feet,
built of coursed rubble limestone. The original portion of the building, which
was completed in 1761, is the eastern half, a rectangle in plan measuring 33
feet along its south and north sides and 44 feet on its east and west sides.
Inspection of the stone work at the approximate center of the present south side
shows clear evidence of the addition in the vertical aligned joints of the former
quoins. The entrance (south) front of the original section has a symmetrical
facade consisting of a center door flanked by windows; above each window is a
second story window. All of the first-floor openings are topped by stone
voussoirs. The facade arrangement was repeated in the addition of 1794 so that
the western half is a mirror image of the eastern half. At present the
structure is unified by a gable roof with framed gables. The original roof
configuration is unknown. The roof framing is a twentieth-century type and
probably dates from the renovation of 1910 during which time the east wall
was dismantled and rebuilt. Three tall stone chimneys project from the south
wall, one in each corner and one in the ceunter.
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The opening arrangement is irregular on the other three sides. Each side has
an entrance with doors, like those on the south wall, that feature diagonal
sheathing which forms a chevron pattern. All of the windows have double-hung,
12/12 sash which probably date from the late 18th century or the early 19th
century. Wrapping around the northwest corner is a one~story shed porch.

The interior of the meeting house consists of a large open space with a
tiered gallery on the south and west walls. The balcony retains early benches
with scrolled ends. Enclosed stairs, side by side, ascend from the center of the
south wall, Large posts, some squared, some turned, support the gallery at
various points. The main floor has early benches with open backs and some later,
standard church-type benches. A platform with additional benches is against
the north wall facing the congregation area. As might be expected the effect
of the interior is exceedingly plain; the walls and ceiling are plastered and
the openings are devoid of ornamental trim.

The meeting house is located just south of State Route 672, a little over a half-
mile west of Interstate 81, in the extreme northern section of the county about
three miles from the West Virginia border. Set amid scenic farmlands its immediate
grounds are shaded by large old trees. Adjacent is a picturesque burying ground
surrounded by a limestone wall.
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BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION The 2% acres comprising the nominated property are bounded
on the north and east by State Route 665. The boundaries are drawn to include
the meeting house, located in the southwest corner of the lot, and the cemetery

situated between this building and the road,
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Bl SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
__PREHISTORIC  _ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC  _.COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  ReLIGION
~.1400-1499 —ARCHEGLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSEAVATION —LAW __SCIENCE
—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS __LITERATURE —_SCULPTURE
—_1600-1699 FARCHITECTURE —_EDUCATION —MILITARY - SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
X1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —MusIC —_THEATER i
X1800-1899 — COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  _PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION B
__1800- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY ' — POLIYICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY)
—JNVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES 1761, 179 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Thomas McClun (original portion)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Hopewell FrisndsMeeting House survives as one of the oldest church buildings
in the region and is a monument to the state's Quaker heritage. The original partion
of the building was completed in 1761 and has been in continuous use since that time.
Architecturally, the building is a& notably early example of the austere stome
architecture introduced into the Valley of Virginia by Pennsylvania migrants.

Quakers began to lose their predominance in eastern Pennsylvania by the second .
quarter of the 18th century and large numbers of them started moving away from
the colony. They were attracted to the unsettled lands west of the Blue Ridge and
south, and migrated up the Valley of Virginia in the hope of establishing communities
that would be largely Quaker. The Hopewell Society was established in 1734 as the
result of obtaining a grant of 100,000 acres in 1732 from the Virginia Council in
what is now northern Frederick county. It was required that one family settle on
each thousand acres. Led by Alexander Ross, the congregation was originally called
Opekan after a nearby creek (now Opequon). In 1744 it became the Hopewell Monthly
Meeting under the Chester Quarterly and the Philadelphia Yearly Meeting.

The original meeting house was replaced by the earliest part of the present
structure which was begun in 1759. The builder was Thomas McClun, who was paid
68 pounds for his work. Between 1788 and 1794 the building was doubled in size
by an addition to its western end. During the years 1827 and 1828 a schism
developed in the Society which affected most of the meetings in Penmsylvania and
Virginia, including Hopewell. To accommodate the two factions a partition was
erected through the interior so that each could have its respective meeting area.
The factions reunited in 1910 and the partition was removed. That same year the
building underwent a significant renovation during which the apparently weakened
east wall was dismantled and rebuilt using the original stones.

The meeting's records prior to 1759 were destroyed by fire, however, all
since that date survive. The meeting's bicentennial was celebrated by the
publication in 1936 of the Hopewell Friends History: 1734-1934,
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