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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
The Hopewell Friends Meeting House i s  a two-story s t ruc tu re ,  44 by 63 f e e t ,  

b u i l t  of coursed rubble limestone. The or ig ina l  portion of the  building,  which 
was completed i n  1761, is the eastern ha l f ,  a rectangle i n  plan measuring 33 
f ee t  along i t s  south and north s ides  and 44 f ee t  on its eas t  and west s ides .  
Inspection of the stone work a t  the  approximate center of the present south s ide  
shows c l ea r  evidence of the  addi t ion i n  the v e r t i c a l  aligned jo in t s  of t h e  former 
quoins. The entrance (south) f ront  of the or ig ina l  sect ion has a symmetrical 
facade consist ing of a center  door flanked by windows; above each window is a 
second s tory window. A l l  of the f i r s t - f l o o r  openings a r e  topped by s tone  
voussoirs. The facade arrangement was repeated i n  the addi t ion of 1794 s o  tha t  
the western half  is a mirror image of the eastern ha l f .  A t  present t h e  
s t ruc ture  i s  unif ied by a gable roof with framed gables. The o r ig ina l  roof 
configuration i s  unknown. The roof framing is a twentieth-century type and 
probably dates from the renovation of 1910 during which time the ea s t  w a l l  
was dismantled and r ebu i l t .  Three t a l l  stone chimneys project  from the south 
wall ,  one i n  each corner and one i n  the  center.  

The opening arrangement i s  i r regular  on the other three s ides .  Each s ide  has 
an entrance with doors, l i k e  those on the south wall ,  t ha t  fea ture  diagonal 
sheathing which forms a chevron pat tern.  A l l  of the windows have double-hung, 
12/12 sash which probably date from the l a t e  18th century o r  t he  e a r l y  19 th  
century. Wrapping around the northwest corner is a one-story shed porch. 

The i n t e r i o r  of the meeting house consis ts  of a large open space wi th  a 
t i e red  ga l le ry  on the south and west walls. The balcony r e t a in s  e a r l y  benches 
with scrol led ends. Enclosed s t a i r s ,  s ide  by s ide,  ascend from the cen te r  of the  
south wall. Large posts,  some squared, some turned, support t he  g a l l e r y  a t  
various points.  The main f loo r  has ear ly  benches with open backs and some l a t e r ,  
standard church-type benches. A platform with addi t ional  benches i s  aga ins t  
the north wall facing the congregation area.  As  might be expected the e f f e c t  
of the i n t e r io r  is exceedingly plain;  the walls and ce i l i ng  a r e  p las te red  and 
the openings a r e  devoid of ornamental trim. 

The meeting house is located just  south of S ta te  Route 672, a l i t t l e  over a ha l f -  
mile west of I n t e r s t a t e  81, i n  the extreme northern sec t ion  of t he  county about 
three miles from the West Virginia border. Set  amid scenic farmlands i t s  immediate 
grounds a r e  shaded by large old t r ee s .  Adjacent is a picturesque burying ground 
surrounded by a limestone wall .  

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION The 2% acres comprisin;: the nomitiated property a r e  bounded 
on the north and eas t  by S ta te  Route 665. The boundaries a r e  drawn t o  include 
the meeting house, located i n  the southwest corner of the l o t ,  and the cemetery 

s i t ua t ed  between t h i s  building and the road. 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC -COMMUNITY PLANNING -LANOSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ?RELIGION 

ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC -CONSERVATION -LAW -SCIENCE 
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-INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 1761, 1794 BUILDER'ARCHITECT Thomas McClun (or ig ina l  por t ion)  

STATEMENTOF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Hopewell FriendsMeeting House survives as  one of the o ldes t  church buildings 
i n  the region and is a monument t o  the  s t a t e ' s  Quaker heritage.  The o r ig ina l  portion 
of the building was completed i n  1761 and has been i n  continuous use s ince  t h a t  time. 
Architecturally, the building is a notably ear ly  example of the  austere  stone 
archi tecture  introduced in to  the Valley of Virginia by Pennsylvania migrants. 

Quakers began t o  lose  t h e i r  predominance i n  eastern Pennsylvania by the  second 
quarter of the 18th century and large numbers of them s t a r t e d  moving away from 
the colony. They were a t t r ac t ed  t o  the unsett led lands west of the Blue Ridge and 
south, and migrated up the Valley of Virginia i n  the hope of es tabl ishing communities 
that  would be largely Quaker. The Hopewell Society was established i n  1734 a s  the  
resu l t  of obtaining a grant of 100,000 acres i n  1732 from the Virginia Council i n  
what is now northern Frederick county. It was required tha t  one family s e t t l e  on 
each thousand acres.  Led by Alexander Ross, the congregation was o r ig ina l ly  ca l led  
Opekan a f t e r  a nearby creek (now Opequon). I n  1744 it became the Hopewell Monthly 
Meeting under the  Chester ~ u a r t e r l y  and the Philadelphia Yearly Meeting. 

The or ig ina l  meeting house was replaced by the e a r l i e s t  par t  of the  present 
s t ructure  which was begun i n  1759. The builder was Thomas McClun, who was paid 
68 pounds for  h i s  work. Between 1788 and 1794 the building was doubled i n  s i z e  
by an addit ion t o  i t s  western end. During the years 1827 and 1828 a schism 
developed i n  the  Society which affected most of the meetings i n  Pennsylvania and 
Virginia, including Hopewell. To accommodate the two fact ions  a p a r t i t i o n  was 
erected through the i n t e r i o r  so t ha t  each could have its respective meeting area.  
The factions reunited i n  1910 and the pa r t i t i on  was removed. That same year the  
building underwent a s ign i f i can t  renovation during which the apparently weakened 
eas t  wall was dismantled and r ebu i l t  using the or ig ina l  stones. 

The meeting's records p r io r  t o  1759 were destroyed by f i r e ,  however, a l l  
since tha t  date survive. The meeting's bicentennial was celebrated by the 
publication i n  1936 of the Hopewell Friends History: 1734-1934. 








