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5. Classification

Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply)
X private
___public-local
___public-State
____public-Federal

Categons(of Property (Check only one box)
A building(s)

___ district

___site

___ structure

___object

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing Noncontributing
1

buildings
1 ]l _sites
1 _ structures
objects
2 2  Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register O
Name of related mult.ple property listing (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)
Cat: Sub:
ReIigion religious facility
Funerary cemeteries

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)
Cat: Sub:
Religion religious facility
funerary cemeteries
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7. Description
Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions)
IATE VICTCRIAN

Gothic Revival

Materials (Enter categories from instructions)
foundation s%ong . et
roof "~

walls stone

other

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for
National Register listing)

X A Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

___ B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.

. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or

represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction.
D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)

_X_ A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.
___ B removed from its original location.

_____C abirthplace or a grave,

X__ D acemetery.

E areconstructed building, object or structure.

F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years.

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions)
Religion
Exploration/Settlement
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Period of Significance __1742-1897

Significant Dates _ 1742
_ 1897

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder Unknown

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)
Previous documentation on file (NPS)
____preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been
requested.
___ previously listed in the National Register
___previously determined eligible by the National Register
___designated a National Historic Landmark
___recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #
___recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #
Primary Location of Additional Data
_X_ State Historic Preservation Office
____Other State agency
___ Federal agency
___Local government
___University
. Other
Name of repository; Virginia Depar‘tmen‘b Qf Historic Resources

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property D «<5

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
117 742420 4335720 2

3 4

___ See continuation sheet.

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)
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Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By
Helen lee Fletcher and C. Langdon Gordon

name/title:

Organization: date 8/30/00
street & number; 215 broad Avenue telephone 240 667 9308

city or town Winchester state VA zip code 22602

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
Completg this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.
|(1amep equen resrb;%er:?.an C?hurcﬁ )

city or town___ Winchester state_ VA  zip code 22602

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and compileting and reviewing the form, Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.0. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project {1024-06018), Washington, DC 20503.
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7. Summary Description:

Opequon Presbyterian Church is a one-story, gable-roofed, random-rubble stone church
completed in 1897. Situated on a split level stone foundation, the church features Gothic-arched
colored-glass, one-over-one windows and a northeast corner bell tower containing an entrance.
The three-stage tower consists of a stone first level with a wooden-shingled section above rising
to a frame section containing rectangular vents where the bell is housed. The tower is capped by a
polygonal roof. The entrance is flanked by stylized stone buttresses, a date stone, and a plaque
from the Presbyterian Historical Society. Circular windows with tracery are located in the wood-
shingled gable ends and the rafters are exposed in the eaves. The gable roof of the church is
standing-seam metal. Original interior details include a decorative metal ceiling and wood
paneling. Additions include a connecting two-story stone and block education building on a
banked site. The church is the third on the site, and is home to the oldest established Presbyterian
congregation west of the Blue Ridge.

The oldest known marked grave site in the Shenandoah Valley (Wilson-1742) is in the largest of
the four burying grounds on the nominated property. A February 19, 1745 deed conveyed the
land for this cemetery which is a prominent feature near the entrance of the church. It is enclosed
with a wrought-iron fence with a arched gate bearing the inscription “Old Opecquon”. A second
cemetery has marked graves dating from 1905 to 1938. Old photographs and church records
indicate the approximate location of the two unmarked burying grounds.




































