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5. Classification 
Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply) 

X private - 
- public-local 
- publicatate 
- public-Federal 

of Property (Check only one box) 
Catego? - building(s) 

- district 
- site 
- structure 
-object 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing Noncontributing 
1 b u i l d i n g s  - 
1 1 sites 

A structures - 
o b j e c t s  - 

7 2 T o t a l  

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register _O_ 

Name of related mult.ple property listing (Enter " N I P  if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions) - 

Cat: Sub: 
i tel laon religious f ac i l i t y  
b'.lneraIT cemeteries 

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
Cat: Sub: 

Religion relidous f ac i l i tv  
funerary cemeteries 
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Materials (Enter categories from instructions) 
. 

1L.lra.L 

walls s t o n e  

other 

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

- -  - 

8. Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for 
National Register listing) 

L A  Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

-B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. 
-C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or 

represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction. 

-D hoperty has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations (Mark " X  in all the boxes that apply.) 

5 A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes. 

- B removed fiom its original location. 

C a birthplace or a grave. 

- E a reconstructed bu i ld i i  object or structure. 

- F a commemorative property. 

- G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) 
R e l i d o n  
E x p l o r a t i o n / S e t t l e m e n t  



NPS Fom 10-900 
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Period of Significance - 1742-1897 

Significant Dates 1742 
1897 

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

OMBNa  1024-4018 
Cpequon Presbyterian Qlurch 

name of property 
Frederick County, VA location 

Cultural Affiliation 

ArchitectBuiider Unknown 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

- - --- 

9. Major Bibiiographical References 
Bibliography 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 
Previous documentation on file (NPS) 
- prelimmq determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been 

requested. 
- previously listed in the National Register 
- previously determined eligible by the National Register 
- designated a National Historic Landmark 
- recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 
- recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 
Primary Location of Additional Data 
- X- State Historic Preservation Office 
- Other State agency 
- Federal agency 
- Local government 

University - 
- Other 
Name of repository: Virginia Department Of Histor ic  Resources 

10. ~eog6phien l  Data 
Acreage of Properly 5 -25 

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

< -- ---- 
- See continuation sheet. 

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 
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Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

11. Form Prepared By 

nameltitle: Helen Lee Fletcher and C. Langdon Gordon 

Organization: date 8/30/00 

street a number: 2 7 3  Broad Avenue telephone 540 667 9308 

city or town Winchester s t a t e s  zip code 22602  

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Mans . .- r- 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 
Representative black and white photographs ofthe property 

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

street & number 217 OpequOn church Lane telephone 5k0 662 1843 

,ity or town Winchester state& zip code 22602 

Psorrrork Reduetiom Act SIatcmrnt: This information is bein. collected for a~olicatians to the National Recister of Historic Places to nominate - 
propentes for llrtlng or dcterm~ne el!@btltf) for llsttng lo la! propenler and to amend crsung lsungs Rerpnw to lhls rcquesl IS  rcqulrra lo ohram 
a bencfil in accordance with rhc Nattonal H~stonc Prcscnar~on ACI as amended t 16 U S C 470 ct seq I 
Estimated Burden Si8trment: Public rewrtine burden for this form is estimated to averaee 18.1 hours a r  reswme includina the time for reviewing . - 
tnrtructmns. gathering and malnlalnlng data. and complcltng and re,teulng rhc tbrm ~ i & r  commcns &garding &a burden-htlmak or an! a s p s  
ut'th~s form lo the Chtcf, Admln~smlirc Scnlccs D ~ v s ~ o n ,  Nat~onsl Park Szn~cc .  P 0 Box 37127. Washmgton. IX 20013-7127. and the Ofice of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (10244018), Washington, DC 20503 
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- - 
7. Summary Description: 

Opequon Presbyterian Church is a one-story, gable-roofed, random-rubble stone church 
completed in 1897. Situated on a split level stone foundation, the church features Gothic-arched 
colored-glass, one-over-one windows and a northeast corner bell tower containing an entmnce. 
The three-stage tower consists of a stone first level with a wooden-shingled section above rising 
to a M e  section containing rectangular vents where the bell is housed. The tower is capped by a 
polygonal roof. The entrance is flanked by stylized stone buttresses, a date stone, and a plaque 
from the Presbyterian Historical Society. Circular windows with tracery are located in the wood- 
shingled gable ends and the rafters are exposed in the eaves. The gable roof of the church is 
standing-seam metal. Original interior details include a decorative metal ceiling and wood 
paneling. Additions include a connecting two-story stone and block education building on a 
banked site. The church is the third on the site, and is home to the oldest established Presbyterian 
congregation west of the Blue Ridge. 

The oldest known marked grave site in the Shenandoah Valley (Wilson-1742) is in the largest of 
the four burying grounds on the nominated property. A February 19, 1745 deed conveyed the 
land for this cemetery which is a prominent feature near the entrance of the church. It is enclosed 
with a wrought-iron fence with a arched gate bearing the inscription "Old Opecquon". A second 
cemetery has marked graves dating from 1905 to 1938. Old photographs and church records 
indicate the approximate location of the two unmarked burying grounds. 
























