7. Description
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SUMMARY DESCRIPTION

Monte Vista (Cedar Grove Farm; the Heater House), 8100 Route 11 South,
Frederick County, south of Middletown, Virginia, is a large, three-story, five-bay brick
dwelling constructed in 1883. The baldly drawn, stylishly eclectic design incorporates
Eastlake and Queen Anne elements. The house is impressively sited on a five-acre lot,
vart of an earlier 540-acre farm called Cedar Grove, and the property contains a
number of well preserved 19th and early 20th-century dependencies. The nominated
property consists of 5.0 acres. In addition to the main house, there are five
outbuildings and one structure which are judged to contribute to the architec-
tural and historical significance of the property: a large bank barn with
cupola and weathervane, a scale house dating at least to 1907, a frame summer _
kitchen, a two=level stone ice house, a smoke house, and a brick bake oven.
The summer kitchen, ice house, smoke house and oven may predate the main
house. There are five non-contributing outbhuildings and structures with
construction dates that range from the 1920s through the 1970s: a frame show
barn, equipment shed, chicken house, granary, and garage/carport/storage shed.

The house and dependencies are in excellent condition,
ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS

Monte Vista is an imposing, three-story, five-bay red-brick house with stone
water tahle set above a full, raised, rnubble stone basement. The walls are laid in
six-row common bond and are covered by old white paint.™ On the main block of the
house, a hipped roof with ormamental iron cresting and five gabled dormers is covered
in sglate shingles, There is a simple wooden cornice with plain hrackets and boxed
eaves., The five-bay front (northwest) facade terminates at each end in a large,
pedimented brick dormer containing a four-part Diocletian window. There is a small
square dormer with peaked roof and double window at the center. A two-story portico
with four full-height Tuscan calumps, added ca. 1942 to replace an earlier porch,
stretches the width of the building,” The second floor of the porch has been cut back
in the center to accommodate a hanging electric lantem. Evidence of the earlier
porch, which also extended across the entire front of the house, remains in the
brickwork under the present portico. The double entrance door in the center of the
facade is flanked by s€lim, rectangular pilasters of Eastlake design and narrow
three-light sidelights and is surmounted by a three-part transom and low-arch brick
lintel. To the right of the door a rectangular stone panel is incised with the injtials
"C.W.H." On the first story are four one-over-one-light windows with wooden sash and
lpw-arch brick lintels, two on each side of the doorway.

On the northeast side a fivesided bay nses through three stories. A high peaked,
gsix-sided roof and three dormers with ormamental cresting crown the bay, which
contains three one~over-one, wood sash windows with low-arch brick lintels and stone

sills on each of the first two stories.

On the southwest side of the building, a large gabled dormer with an arched,
three-part Diocletian third-story window emerges between two massive corbeled brick
chimneys “with brick caps. On each of the first two stories there are three
one~over-one-light windows with wooden sash, low-arch brick lintels, and louvered
shutters with arched tops.

{See Continuation Sheet #1)



8. Significance
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Statement of Significance {in one paragraph)
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Monte Vista (Cedar Grove Farm; Heater House), constructed in 1883 south of
Middletown, Frederick County, Virginia, is a rare and exceptionally handsome
Ipwer-Shenandoah Valley example of a high-style, late-19th century country residence.
Tmpressively sited overlooking the dd valley Tumpike, the historic north-south route
through the Valley of Virginia, it is remarkakble both for its size and for its
architectural sophistication. Not only is it the major domestic building of its period in
the countryside between Winchester and Wocdstock, but it also compares favorably
with the best residential architecture of the Reconstruction era within these towns.
The five-acre property, once part of a prosperous 540-acre family farm, contains an
unusally intact collection of well-preserved 19th and early 20th-century farm
dependencies, some of which may predate the residence. The house was built for
Charles W. Heater, a prominent Frederick County farmer and businessman whose
mother, Carcline Heater, achieved notoriety in this predominantly Confederate
community for her activities as a Union partisan during the Civil War. Monte Vista,
particularly when viewed with the earlier Heater house still extant immediately across
the turnpike (now U.S. Route 11) on the site of the Battle of Cedar Creek, or Belle
Grove, evokes the complex history of the Valley during the second half of the last
century, from pre-War days through the Reconstruction.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

From 1843 to 1919, the property now known as Monte Vista was part of Cedar
Grove, a 326-acre farm purchased liy Sdlomon Heater from the estate of Carmelius
Baldwin and subsequently expanded.” Heater bought the property using 513000 that
his wife, Caraline Wunder Heater, had inherited from her mother's estate.® Sclomon
Heater was a skilled and conscientious farmer, his wife an astute and tenacious
businesswoman. By the outbreak of the Civil War, the Heaters had built their
property, which stretched along both sides of the valley 3'I‘urnpike (now U.S. Route
11}, into a prosperous farm of between 500 and 600 acres.” Their residence seems to
have been a small log house, still standing on the northwest side of the turnpike near
Belle Grove, an imposing stone "mansion" built ca. 1794 for Major Isaac Hite,
brother-in-law of James Madison, after a design suggested by Thomas Jefferson.

Fdllowing the Civil War, the Heaters, like most of their neighbors, found
themselves in straitened financial circumstances. Their two elder sons had died in the
Sgrvice of the Confederacy, and Salomon Heater, who had been frail enough to cause
his family considerahle concern before the war, was now called upon to recoup the
severe losses of crops, stock, tmber, buildings and fences caused by recurring
occupation by Union forces, as well as raids by Southern troops and bushwhackers,
Battle maps prepared by the Confederate rapher Jed Hotchkiss éé’dic@te that
during the Battle of Cedar Creek in October 884, Union and Confederate troops

were deployed on Heater property along both sides of the Pike, including the land on

(See Continuation Sheet #5)
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7. DESCRIPTION — Architectural Analysis

The rear wing has a gakle roof and a small, interior, brick chimney at the gabie
end (southeast facade), flanked by small quarter-circdle windows at the attic level. A
two—story porch with shed roof, curved brackets and square posts runs the length of the
southwest side of the wing. There is also an enclosed one-story rear porch of frame
construction with a shed roof. The rear wall of the wing contains a single cne—over-cne
wood-¢ash window with low arch brick lintel on the first story and two narrow
one-~over-one windows with low-arch brick lintels and arched shutters on the second
flocr. The northeast side of the wing has three such windows with shutters on each
story.

The first, second and third floors of the main hlock are arranged in a center hall
plan, with two rooms on each side. The straight staircase to the second floor has a
wooden handrail and simple, turned balusters; it ends in an intricately incised and
carved Eastlake-style square newel with floriated deccration. The newel is set at an
angle. The staircase was apparently mail-crdered for insertion, and it partially covers
a transom at the rear of the hall., The double front door has recessed paneling and is
flanked by narrow sidelights; a stained glass panel has been inserted in the curved
fanlight. The hall floors are laid in alternating stripes of light and dark woods,
possibly chestnut and walnut,

On the northeast side of the ten-foot wide hall are a sitting room at the front
and a dining room at rear; the dining room has a handsome three-sided bay. On the
southwest side, double parlors are separated by sliding pocket doors of paneled wood.
Each of the four rooms contains a round-arched fireplace with a dlate mantel with a
scrolled center; the mantels have been painted white. Tall windows in the front rooms
extend to the floor.

Throughout, the interior of the house features heavy, simple docor and window
trim, without corner hlocks,

On the second floor of the main block, four bedrooms are arranged two on each
side of the center hall of the main block. From the hall, a door, apparently gained by
enlarging an existing window opening when the porch was added in 1942, leads to the
second floor porch at the front of the house. Another door on the rear wall leads to
the rear wing. Glazed, two-light, working transoms are over the doors to bedrooms.
Each bedroom contains a fireplace and simple wood door and window trim.

From the rear of the second story hall a narrow enclosed staircase rises to the thixd
floor, where three rooms are arranged around a center hall, A large douhle room on the
(See Continuation Sheet #2)
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7. DESCRIPTION — Architectural Analysis

right side is hghted by two large Diocletian windows, with sash divided into multiple
lights. A ladder rises to a deck on the main roof.

There is a full concrete-floored basement under the entire house, with the glan
matching that of the first floor. The basement stair is beside the porch at the rear of
the rear wing.

A kitchen, pantry, back stair and narrow hall comprise the first floor of the
two-story rear wing. A modern brick fireplace is on the rear wall of the Ktchen. An
arched opening leads to the pantry between the kitchen and dining room. A door with
low-arch transom to the right of the fireplace leads to the enclosed porch; a
one~over-cne-light window is to the left of the fireplace, and two more are on the
flanking walls. The pantry and small connecting vestibule to the dining room each have
one window.

Outhuildings and Farm structures:

(See attached sketch for layout. Although no documentary evidence has been found to
prove the exastence of an earlier house on the site of Monte Vista, the brick bake oven
and the summer kitchen, smoke house and ice house suggest that there may well
have been one. The function, appearance and layout of these all strongly hint at an
earlier 19th-century construction éate, possibly related to the purchase of the land by
the Heaters in 1844. A careful examination of the basement of Monte Vista provided no
clues indicating the reuse of earlier foundation walls.)

1. Barn (260' southeast of main house) This unusually large barn, believed to be
roughly contemporanecus with the house (ca.l883-ca.l900), is a two-story, five-bay
frame structure with clapboard siding, sliding wooden doors and a standing-seam metal
main roof. A large center gahle with one window is under a four-sided, slate-covered
cupala with gabled dormers, each containing a single window, on each side. It is
topped by an ald metal weathervane. Circular ventilating stacks pierce the main roof
on either side of the cupdla. A ramp leads to the sliding doors, which cpen to a
massive central space. The ground floor is in stalls flanking a center aisle. A long,
one-story frame addition was added at the southwest side, probably in the 1930s.
Contributing.

2, Ice House. {approx. 30'southeast of main house). Ca. 1883, or earlier. This small
dressed rubble stone building, two stories high at the front gable end (south side) and
one story in the rear, has been converted to a rental residence. There is a large,

(See Continuation Sheet #3)
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7. DESCRIPTION — Architectural Analysis

one-over-one wood window on the upper level (formerly a door) and a ground-floor
entrance doorway with sash door at the left front. A small pent roof has been added
over the entrance, Contributing.

3. Summer kitchen (approx. 30" south of main house). Ca. 1883 or earlier., The summer
kitchen is of frame construction with cdapboard siding and corner boards. It has a
sheet metal roof, There is one six-over-six double-hung wood window on the first
floor, left of the vertical board entrance door on the long side; ancther vertical
board exterior door opens to the Ioft in the gakle end. It has a stone exterior end
chimney with glain hrick chimney cap. Contributing.

4. Smoke House. Apprcx. 60' south of main house. Ca. 1883 or earlier, The smoke
house is of frame constructon with wood dapboard siding. In the front (southwest)
gable end is the entrance door of vertical board, with one small, single-light sash
window on side.The roof is of composition shingles. Contributing.

5. Chicken House. 2nd quarter of 20th century. Approx. 90' southeast of main house.
This is a modern frame one-story building with clapboard siding and shed roof. It is in
three bays of two double windows each, with wood covers. A diding vertical board
door is at the east end. Non-contributing.

6., Granary. 2nd quarter of the 20th century. Approximately 190" south of house. To the
northwest of the barn is the granary, a long, one-story frame building with vertical
board siding and a gable roof of sheet metal, Non-contributing.

7. Equipment Shed. 2nd quarter of 20th century. Approximately 150' southeast of
house, This is a one-story, cne-bay, shed-roofed structure, cpen at one end and roofed
and sided with corrugated metal. (pre-1950) Non-contributing.

8. Scale House. Ca. 1907. Approximately 250* east of main house. Of frame
construction with vertical board siding this utilitarian building contains its original
cattle-weighing scale, with weight notations dating to 1907. It has a sheet-metal roof
and hinged double doors at the northwest gahle end. Contributing,

9. Show Barn., 2nd quarter of the 20th century. Approximately 290' southeast of house.
This is a one-story, three-bay, gahle-roofed, frame structure with dlapboard siding. The

(See Continuation Sheet #4)
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7. DESCRIPTION — Architectural Analyss

entrance is through a sliding horizontal wood door at cone gahle end. There are eight
small windows along each long side, plus one on each side of the entrance door. The
roof is of sheet metal. Non-contributing.

10. Garage/storage shed/carport. 2nd and third quarters of the 20th century.
Approximately 30' south of the main house. Built in several stages, this is a recent
construction of frame with lap siding. The two-bay garage has a gable xrcof covered in
composition roll roofing. The covered storage area to the left has a Bat roof with
compaosition rall roofing. To the right a one-bay carport with gable roof is covered in
composition shingle roofing. Non—contributing.

11. Brck oven. Early 19th century. Approximately 70' southeast of main house. This
brick bake oven with a stone foundation is believed to be at least as cld as the house,

probahly dder, It appears to be ?mﬂar to an oven presumed to have been in use prior
to the Civil War at Belle Grove,” Contributing.

FOOTNOTES TO ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS

1. Interview with Mrs. Edwin Omdorff, June 24, 1986.
2. Tkid.

3. Tim O. Rockwell, Belle Grove Excavations, Middletown, Va., 1972-73. (Washington,
D.C.: National Trust for Historic Preservation, 1974), pp. 17-23.
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8. SIGNIFICANCE — Historical Background

which Monte Vista was later constructed. The Heaters managed to acquire a stock of
Army horses, a feat that may have been facilitated by Mrs. Heater's pro-Unicn
activities, and, aided by a series of, unusually successful crops immediately after the
war, they soon rebuilt their fortune.

The story of Mrs. Heater's wartime activities is detailed in testimony taken
during her protracted suit against the Federal government for reimbursement for the
property losses sne sustained during the war. A native of Raoxborough, Pennsylvania,
she claimed to have been a staunch Union supporter, despite the fact that two of her
sons served, against her will, in the Confederate Army, and her husband's sympathies
may have rested with the South. Like her neighbors {most of whom were Confederate
sympathizers), she lost all of her cattle, hogs, fences, timber and outbuildings., Most
of the items were apparently taken either for use by Federal troops quartered at
Belle Grove and the Heater place, ar in Sheridan's "raid“ of the Valley, intended to
prevent Confederate forces from making use of them. When the Act of March 3, 1871
toock effect, authorizing payment of reparation claims to Union lovalists, Mrs, Heater
was among the first in her area to appeal for payment. She had frequently entertained
Union officers and provided lodging and supplies for their troops, and was able to
provide certificates attesting to her assistance and loyalty from General Sheridan and
others. Her petition was at first approved; however, certain neighbors, apparently
disgruntled because of business quarrels with the Heaters, later questioned her
"continuous" loyalty. Her petition was laid aside and later rejected. She also became
the subject of a "perjury" hearing by her fellow parishioners at the Strasburg
Presbyterian Church. She was found not quilty of perjuwry but was nonetheless
admonished for having failed to give due consideration to the meaning of the loyalty
cath she had taken. For the next thirty years, Mrs. Heater and her son, Charles,
continued to petition for payment. Finally, in 1901, nearly ten years after Mrs.
Heater's death, 5her estate was awarded $5,480, less than half of what she had
criginally asked. -

7Sc>1c>mc>r1 Heater died in 1871.6 His wife, to whom he had deeded Cedar Grove in

1860,  died, debtless and intestaéce, in 1892, and the property descended to Charles W.
Heater, their sole surviving son.

At least as early as 1883, however, Charles Heater had apparently already
taken possession of the property acrcss the tumpike from his parents' modest log
home to erect an impressive new residence, for the date stone to the right of the
front door reads, "C.W.H. 1883." (His mother, whose maiden name was Wunder, might
have used the same initials, but she is consistently referred to in the transcrpt of her
suit against the government as Carcline H. Heater, Furthermore, in 1883, she was 71

(See Continuation Sheet #6)



