
7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one - 
excellent -deteriorated - -unaltered ---original site 

- good - ruins X altered - moved date -. A/A 
-fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

Monte Vista (Cedar Grove Farm; the Heater House), 8100 Route 11 South, 
Frederick County, south of Middletown, Vir@nh, is a l;uqe, threeitow, Eve-bay bdck 
dwelling c o m d e d  in 1883. The k d d y  drawn, stylishly eclectic design incorporatffi 
Eastlake and Queen A M e  elements. The house is impr&vely sited on a five-acre lot, 
part af an earlier 540-acre farm called Cedar Grove, and the property contains a 
number of w e l l  preserved 19th and early 20th-century dependencies. The nominated 
property conskis of 5.0 acres. In addition to the main house, there are five 
outbuildings andone structure which are judged to conttibute to the architec- 
tural and historical significance of the property: a large bank barn with 
cupola and weathervane, a scale house dating at'least to. 1907, a frame summer 
kitchen, a two:l.evel stone ice house, a smoke house, and a brick bake oven. 
The summer kitchen, ice house, smoke house and oven may predate the main 
house. There are five non-contributing outbuildings and structures with 
construction dates that range from the 1920s through the 1970s: a frame show 
barn, equipment shed, chicken house, granary, and garage/carport/storage shed. 

The house and dependencies are in excellent condition. 
ARCHTTECTURAL ANALYSIS 

Monte Vis ta  is an imposing, threestory, f ivebay red-brick house with stone 
w a t e r  table set above a full, raised, rubble stone base ent. The w a l l s  are  laid i n  
six-row common bond and are covered by old white paint' On the main hlock of the 
house, a hipped roof with ornamental iron cresting and five gatiLed dormers is covered 
in slate shingles. There is a simp2e wooden cornice with p a i n  brackets and b x e d  
eavs .  The fivebay front (northwest) facade terminates at each end in  a large, 
pedimented brick dormer containing a four-part Diodetian window. There is a s m a l l  
square dormer with peaked roof and double window a t  the center. A twc- s t~ ry  portico 
with four full-height Tuscan columfs, added ca. 1942 to replace an earlier porch, 
stretches the width of the building. The second &or of the porch has been cut back 
in the center to accommodate a hanging d d c  lantern. Evidence of the earlier 
porch, which aLso extended acrcss the entire k o n t  of the house, remains in the 
bdckwork under the present portico. The douhle entrance door in  the center of the 
facade is flanked by d i m ,  rectangular @asters of Eastlake design and narrow 
threelight sidelights and is surmounted by a threepart  transom and low-arch bdck 
lintel. To the right of the door a rectangular stone panel is incised with the initials 
"C.N.H." On the first story are four one-wer-onelight windows with wooden sash and 
low-arch brick lintels, two on a c h  s d e  of the doorway. 

O n  the northeast side a f ive4ded bay tisisg through three stodffi. A high peaked, 
&-sided roof and three dormers with ornamental crgt ing mown the bay, which 
mntains three on-er~ne, wood sash windows with low-arch brick lintels and stone 
sills on mch Of the  first two stones. 

On the su thwes t  side of the building, a large gabled dormer with an arched, 
threepart  Diocletian t h i r i k b r y  window emerges between two massive corbeled brick 
chimneys w i t h  brick cap. On a c h  of the first two stories there are three 
one-over-onelight windows with wooden sash, low-arch brick l in te ls ,  and louvered 
shutterj with arched top. 

(See Continuation Sheet #1) 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance--Check and iustify below 
.- prehistoric - -  archeology.prehistoric _ community planning - .  landscape architecture.- religion 
- 1400-1499 ., archeology-historic .- conservation . .  law - science 
- 1500-1599 1- agriculture .--economics literature -- sculpture 
- 1600-1699 X~ architecture education military - social\ 
- 1700-1799 _-art - engineering _-- music humanitarian 
C 1800-1899 .-commerce explorationisettlement - philosophy -theater 

X 
-. 1900- -. communications industry -. politics/government - transportation 

- - invention - other (specify) 

- - 1~0-c I;noun 
Specific dates 1843-1919; 1883 BuilderiArchitect - 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

STATEMENT OF SGMFICANCE 

Monte Vi s t a  (Cedar Grove Farm; H e a t e r  House), corsbxcted in 1883 south of 
Middletown, Frededck County, Virginia, is a rare and exceptionally handsome 
lower-Shenandoah Valley example of a high-style, l a t e l 9 t h  century country reiidence. 
Imprdve ly  sited ov&oking the dd Valley Turnpike, the historic nortksouth mute 
through the Valley of Virginia, it is remarkable b t h  for its size and for its 
architectural sophistication. Not only is it the major domestic building of its period in 
the countrryside between Winchgter and Woodstock, but it also compares favorably 
with the b e t  rdden t i a l  architecture of the Reconstruction era within these towns. 
The five-acre property, once part of a prcsperous 540-acre family farm, contains an 
unusally intact collection of well-presenred 19th and early 20th-century farm 
dependencies, s o m e  of which may predate the reiidence. The house w a s  built for 
Charles W. H e a t e r ,  a prominent F reddck  County farmer and businesman whcse 
mother, Caraline Heater, achieved notodew in this predominantly Confederate 
community for her activities as a Union partisan dming the Civil W a r .  Monte Vista ,  
particuJarly when viewed with the d e r  H a t e r  house still extant immediately acrcss 
the b n p i k e  (now U.S. Route 11) on the site of the Battle of Cedar Creek, or B d l e  
Grove, w o k s  the complex history of the Valley during the second half of the last 
century, &om pre-War days through the Reconsbmction. 

HISTORICAL B A C K G R O U N D  

Fmm 1843 to 1919, the property now known as Monte V i s t a  w a s  part of C e d a r  
Grove, a 326-acre farm purchased Qy SObmon Heater kom the s t a t e  of Cornelius 
Baldwin and suksequently expanded. H e a t e r  bought the property using $13000 that 
his wife, Caraline Wunder H e a t e r ,  had inherited &om her mother's estate. Salomon 
H e a t e r  w a s  a Skiued and conscientious farmer, his w i f e  an astute and tenacious 
busingswoman. By the outbreak of the Civil W a r ,  the H e a t e r s  had built their 
property, which stretched abng both s i d e  of the Valley 3Turnpike (now U.S. Route 
111, into a prosperous farm of between 500 and 600 acres. Their residence seems to 
have been a s m a l l  log house, still standing on the n o r t h w e  side of the turnpike near  
BeUe Grove, an impcsing stone "mansion" built ca. 1794 for Major Isac ate, 
brother-in-law o£ James Madison, after a dedgn suggested by Thomas Je£Eerjon. 

Following the Civil W a r ,  the Heaters, like most of their neighbors, found 
themselvg in sh-aitened financial circumstancs. Their two dder sons had died in the 
~e rv ice  of the Confederacy, and Momon Heater, who had been frail enough to cause 
his family consideratLe concern be£ore the war, was now called upon to recoup the 
severe lossffi of crops, stock, timber, buildings and f e n c e  caused by recurring 
occupation by Union forcffi, as we l l  as raids by Southern troops and bushwhackers. 
Battle maps prepared by the Confederate ra her Jed Hotchldss ' dic te that  
dwing the Battle of Cedar Creek in O c t o a 8 & ,  union and ~ o n ~ a e r a ? e  =troop 

were deployed on Heater property along both sides of the pike, including the land On 

(See Continuation Sheet #5) 














