7. Description
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SUMMARY DESCRIPTION

Monte Vista (Cedar Grove Farm; the Heater House), 8100 Route 11 South,
Frederick County, south of Middletown, Virginia, is a large, three-story, five-bay brick
dwelling constructed in 1883. The baldly drawn, stylishly eclectic design incorporates
Eastlake and Queen Anne elements. The house is impressively sited on a five-acre lot,
vart of an earlier 540-acre farm called Cedar Grove, and the property contains a
number of well preserved 19th and early 20th-century dependencies. The nominated
property consists of 5.0 acres. In addition to the main house, there are five
outbuildings and one structure which are judged to contribute to the architec-
tural and historical significance of the property: a large bank barn with
cupola and weathervane, a scale house dating at least to 1907, a frame summer _
kitchen, a two=level stone ice house, a smoke house, and a brick bake oven.
The summer kitchen, ice house, smoke house and oven may predate the main
house. There are five non-contributing outbhuildings and structures with
construction dates that range from the 1920s through the 1970s: a frame show
barn, equipment shed, chicken house, granary, and garage/carport/storage shed.

The house and dependencies are in excellent condition,
ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS

Monte Vista is an imposing, three-story, five-bay red-brick house with stone
water tahle set above a full, raised, rnubble stone basement. The walls are laid in
six-row common bond and are covered by old white paint.™ On the main block of the
house, a hipped roof with ormamental iron cresting and five gabled dormers is covered
in sglate shingles, There is a simple wooden cornice with plain hrackets and boxed
eaves., The five-bay front (northwest) facade terminates at each end in a large,
pedimented brick dormer containing a four-part Diocletian window. There is a small
square dormer with peaked roof and double window at the center. A two-story portico
with four full-height Tuscan calumps, added ca. 1942 to replace an earlier porch,
stretches the width of the building,” The second floor of the porch has been cut back
in the center to accommodate a hanging electric lantem. Evidence of the earlier
porch, which also extended across the entire front of the house, remains in the
brickwork under the present portico. The double entrance door in the center of the
facade is flanked by s€lim, rectangular pilasters of Eastlake design and narrow
three-light sidelights and is surmounted by a three-part transom and low-arch brick
lintel. To the right of the door a rectangular stone panel is incised with the injtials
"C.W.H." On the first story are four one-over-one-light windows with wooden sash and
lpw-arch brick lintels, two on each side of the doorway.

On the northeast side a fivesided bay nses through three stories. A high peaked,
gsix-sided roof and three dormers with ormamental cresting crown the bay, which
contains three one~over-one, wood sash windows with low-arch brick lintels and stone

sills on each of the first two stories.

On the southwest side of the building, a large gabled dormer with an arched,
three-part Diocletian third-story window emerges between two massive corbeled brick
chimneys “with brick caps. On each of the first two stories there are three
one~over-one-light windows with wooden sash, low-arch brick lintels, and louvered
shutters with arched tops.

{See Continuation Sheet #1)



8. Significance
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Statement of Significance {in one paragraph)
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Monte Vista (Cedar Grove Farm; Heater House), constructed in 1883 south of
Middletown, Frederick County, Virginia, is a rare and exceptionally handsome
Ipwer-Shenandoah Valley example of a high-style, late-19th century country residence.
Tmpressively sited overlooking the dd valley Tumpike, the historic north-south route
through the Valley of Virginia, it is remarkakble both for its size and for its
architectural sophistication. Not only is it the major domestic building of its period in
the countryside between Winchester and Wocdstock, but it also compares favorably
with the best residential architecture of the Reconstruction era within these towns.
The five-acre property, once part of a prosperous 540-acre family farm, contains an
unusally intact collection of well-preserved 19th and early 20th-century farm
dependencies, some of which may predate the residence. The house was built for
Charles W. Heater, a prominent Frederick County farmer and businessman whose
mother, Carcline Heater, achieved notoriety in this predominantly Confederate
community for her activities as a Union partisan during the Civil War. Monte Vista,
particularly when viewed with the earlier Heater house still extant immediately across
the turnpike (now U.S. Route 11) on the site of the Battle of Cedar Creek, or Belle
Grove, evokes the complex history of the Valley during the second half of the last
century, from pre-War days through the Reconstruction.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

From 1843 to 1919, the property now known as Monte Vista was part of Cedar
Grove, a 326-acre farm purchased liy Sdlomon Heater from the estate of Carmelius
Baldwin and subsequently expanded.” Heater bought the property using 513000 that
his wife, Caraline Wunder Heater, had inherited from her mother's estate.® Sclomon
Heater was a skilled and conscientious farmer, his wife an astute and tenacious
businesswoman. By the outbreak of the Civil War, the Heaters had built their
property, which stretched along both sides of the valley 3'I‘urnpike (now U.S. Route
11}, into a prosperous farm of between 500 and 600 acres.” Their residence seems to
have been a small log house, still standing on the northwest side of the turnpike near
Belle Grove, an imposing stone "mansion" built ca. 1794 for Major Isaac Hite,
brother-in-law of James Madison, after a design suggested by Thomas Jefferson.

Fdllowing the Civil War, the Heaters, like most of their neighbors, found
themselves in straitened financial circumstances. Their two elder sons had died in the
Sgrvice of the Confederacy, and Salomon Heater, who had been frail enough to cause
his family considerahle concern before the war, was now called upon to recoup the
severe losses of crops, stock, tmber, buildings and fences caused by recurring
occupation by Union forces, as well as raids by Southern troops and bushwhackers,
Battle maps prepared by the Confederate rapher Jed Hotchkiss éé’dic@te that
during the Battle of Cedar Creek in October 884, Union and Confederate troops

were deployed on Heater property along both sides of the Pike, including the land on

(See Continuation Sheet #5)





















