
7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one - 
excellent -deteriorated - -unaltered ---original site 

- good - ruins X altered - moved date -. A/A 
-fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

Monte Vista (Cedar Grove Farm; the Heater House), 8100 Route 11 South, 
Frederick County, south of Middletown, Vir@nh, is a l;uqe, threeitow, Eve-bay bdck 
dwelling c o m d e d  in 1883. The k d d y  drawn, stylishly eclectic design incorporatffi 
Eastlake and Queen A M e  elements. The house is impr&vely sited on a five-acre lot, 
part af an earlier 540-acre farm called Cedar Grove, and the property contains a 
number of w e l l  preserved 19th and early 20th-century dependencies. The nominated 
property conskis of 5.0 acres. In addition to the main house, there are five 
outbuildings andone structure which are judged to conttibute to the architec- 
tural and historical significance of the property: a large bank barn with 
cupola and weathervane, a scale house dating at'least to. 1907, a frame summer 
kitchen, a two:l.evel stone ice house, a smoke house, and a brick bake oven. 
The summer kitchen, ice house, smoke house and oven may predate the main 
house. There are five non-contributing outbuildings and structures with 
construction dates that range from the 1920s through the 1970s: a frame show 
barn, equipment shed, chicken house, granary, and garage/carport/storage shed. 

The house and dependencies are in excellent condition. 
ARCHTTECTURAL ANALYSIS 

Monte Vis ta  is an imposing, threestory, f ivebay red-brick house with stone 
w a t e r  table set above a full, raised, rubble stone base ent. The w a l l s  are  laid i n  
six-row common bond and are covered by old white paint' On the main hlock of the 
house, a hipped roof with ornamental iron cresting and five gatiLed dormers is covered 
in slate shingles. There is a simp2e wooden cornice with p a i n  brackets and b x e d  
eavs .  The fivebay front (northwest) facade terminates at each end in  a large, 
pedimented brick dormer containing a four-part Diodetian window. There is a s m a l l  
square dormer with peaked roof and double window a t  the center. A twc- s t~ ry  portico 
with four full-height Tuscan columfs, added ca. 1942 to replace an earlier porch, 
stretches the width of the building. The second &or of the porch has been cut back 
in the center to accommodate a hanging d d c  lantern. Evidence of the earlier 
porch, which aLso extended acrcss the entire k o n t  of the house, remains in the 
bdckwork under the present portico. The douhle entrance door in  the center of the 
facade is flanked by d i m ,  rectangular @asters of Eastlake design and narrow 
threelight sidelights and is surmounted by a threepart  transom and low-arch bdck 
lintel. To the right of the door a rectangular stone panel is incised with the initials 
"C.N.H." On the first story are four one-wer-onelight windows with wooden sash and 
low-arch brick lintels, two on a c h  s d e  of the doorway. 

O n  the northeast side a f ive4ded bay tisisg through three stodffi. A high peaked, 
&-sided roof and three dormers with ornamental crgt ing mown the bay, which 
mntains three on-er~ne, wood sash windows with low-arch brick lintels and stone 
sills on mch Of the  first two stones. 

On the su thwes t  side of the building, a large gabled dormer with an arched, 
threepart  Diocletian t h i r i k b r y  window emerges between two massive corbeled brick 
chimneys w i t h  brick cap. On a c h  of the first two stories there are three 
one-over-onelight windows with wooden sash, low-arch brick l in te ls ,  and louvered 
shutterj with arched top. 

(See Continuation Sheet #1) 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance--Check and iustify below 
.- prehistoric - -  archeology.prehistoric _ community planning - .  landscape architecture.- religion 
- 1400-1499 ., archeology-historic .- conservation . .  law - science 
- 1500-1599 1- agriculture .--economics literature -- sculpture 
- 1600-1699 X~ architecture education military - social\ 
- 1700-1799 _-art - engineering _-- music humanitarian 
C 1800-1899 .-commerce explorationisettlement - philosophy -theater 

X 
-. 1900- -. communications industry -. politics/government - transportation 

- - invention - other (specify) 

- - 1~0-c I;noun 
Specific dates 1843-1919; 1883 BuilderiArchitect - 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

STATEMENT OF SGMFICANCE 

Monte Vi s t a  (Cedar Grove Farm; H e a t e r  House), corsbxcted in 1883 south of 
Middletown, Frededck County, Virginia, is a rare and exceptionally handsome 
lower-Shenandoah Valley example of a high-style, l a t e l 9 t h  century country reiidence. 
Imprdve ly  sited ov&oking the dd Valley Turnpike, the historic nortksouth mute 
through the Valley of Virginia, it is remarkable b t h  for its size and for its 
architectural sophistication. Not only is it the major domestic building of its period in 
the countrryside between Winchgter and Woodstock, but it also compares favorably 
with the b e t  rdden t i a l  architecture of the Reconstruction era within these towns. 
The five-acre property, once part of a prcsperous 540-acre family farm, contains an 
unusally intact collection of well-presenred 19th and early 20th-century farm 
dependencies, s o m e  of which may predate the reiidence. The house w a s  built for 
Charles W. H e a t e r ,  a prominent F reddck  County farmer and businesman whcse 
mother, Caraline Heater, achieved notodew in this predominantly Confederate 
community for her activities as a Union partisan dming the Civil W a r .  Monte Vista ,  
particuJarly when viewed with the d e r  H a t e r  house still extant immediately acrcss 
the b n p i k e  (now U.S. Route 11) on the site of the Battle of Cedar Creek, or B d l e  
Grove, w o k s  the complex history of the Valley during the second half of the last 
century, &om pre-War days through the Reconsbmction. 

HISTORICAL B A C K G R O U N D  

Fmm 1843 to 1919, the property now known as Monte V i s t a  w a s  part of C e d a r  
Grove, a 326-acre farm purchased Qy SObmon Heater kom the s t a t e  of Cornelius 
Baldwin and suksequently expanded. H e a t e r  bought the property using $13000 that 
his wife, Caraline Wunder H e a t e r ,  had inherited &om her mother's estate. Salomon 
H e a t e r  w a s  a Skiued and conscientious farmer, his w i f e  an astute and tenacious 
busingswoman. By the outbreak of the Civil W a r ,  the H e a t e r s  had built their 
property, which stretched abng both s i d e  of the Valley 3Turnpike (now U.S. Route 
111, into a prosperous farm of between 500 and 600 acres. Their residence seems to 
have been a s m a l l  log house, still standing on the n o r t h w e  side of the turnpike near  
BeUe Grove, an impcsing stone "mansion" built ca. 1794 for Major Isac ate, 
brother-in-law o£ James Madison, after a dedgn suggested by Thomas Je£Eerjon. 

Following the Civil W a r ,  the Heaters, like most of their neighbors, found 
themselvg in sh-aitened financial circumstancs. Their two dder sons had died in the 
~e rv ice  of the Confederacy, and Momon Heater, who had been frail enough to cause 
his family consideratLe concern be£ore the war, was now called upon to recoup the 
severe lossffi of crops, stock, timber, buildings and f e n c e  caused by recurring 
occupation by Union forcffi, as we l l  as raids by Southern troops and bushwhackers. 
Battle maps prepared by the Confederate ra her Jed Hotchldss ' dic te that  
dwing the Battle of Cedar Creek in O c t o a 8 & ,  union and ~ o n ~ a e r a ? e  =troop 

were deployed on Heater property along both sides of the pike, including the land On 

(See Continuation Sheet #5) 
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10. Geosra~hical Data 
- 

Acreage of nominated property '' 
Quadrangle name 3 I? r? I ~+iad+ -.. T$A 
UTM References 

Quadrangle scale 1 ; 21; fin,? 

A 171 3416, E$CI Ll'?, 3(2i21 o,c) 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting l-.d-hl " North8ng 

Verbal boundary descript ion and just i f icat ion 
Beginning at  a p i n t  on t h e  southeasterly right of way l ine  of U.S. Route 11, said 

paint being S. 52' 52' 44': W. 273.95' and S. 54" 54' 54': W. 111.6' &om a corn- of a 
#q f d  Route 11 throw the 

List a l l  s tates and count ies for p r o p e r ~ & o C ~ ~ @ ~ ~ a & @ * ~ ~ t ~  boundaries 

state 
1, / A  

code 
;;/A 

county 
K / A  

code 
i ; / ~  

:;/A :;/A l i /R :;,'A 
state code county code 

1 Form Prepared Bar 
- 

- - - 
nameltitle Shi r ley  i .~ . . ; .e~ , ;  dazes C.  i;arceg, i i i s t o r i c  Prcser-rzt ic:~ Z o n s u l t a r , ~ ~  

. p;acseg .I IIL:.::c:~ l i ~ ~ o c i z ' i e ~  Seoruarg 6 ,  13L7 
organization date -- 

- 
streetanumber f.0. 30.. - 2 5 5  telephone (7L):) 4 6 5 4 5 6 6  

city or town S tras5ur; state VA 22657 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification - - - -- - - 

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national x. state - local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), 1 hereby nominate this property for 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by th 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

H. Bryan Mitchell, Director 
title Divisicn of Yistoric L ndmarks date $ 7 7  loQ7 

For WCS use Onhl 
I k r e b y  certify that this property is  included in the National Register 

date 

Keeper d t h  National Register 

Attest: date 

Chis( d Registration 
G P O  * I > . J O ' a  
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7. DESCRIPTION - Architectural Analyis 

The rear wing has a g a b  roof and a small, interior, brick chimney a t  the gable 
end (southeast facade), flanked by s m a l l  quarter-circle windows a t  the att ic level. A 
two-story wrch  with shed roof, curved brackets and square pcsts runs the length of the 
southwest side of the wing. There is also an enclosed onestory rear porch of frame 
mnstruction with a shed roof. The rear w a l l  of the wing contains a singLe one-over-one 
wwd-ssh window with l o w  arch brick lintel on the first story and two narrow 
one-over-one windows w i t h  low-arch brick lintels and arched shutters on the second 
&or. The northeast side of the wing has three such windows with shutters on each 
story. 

The first, second and third floors of the main hlock are arranged in a center hall 
plan, with two rooms on each side. The straight staircase to the second floor has a 
wooden handrail and simple, turned balusters; it ends in an intdcately incised and 
carved Eastlake-style square newel with &dated decoration. The newel is set a t  an 
angLe. The staircase w a s  apparently mail-ordered for insertion, and it partially  cove^ 

a transom a t  the rear of the hall. The do* k o n t  door has recessed paneling and is 
£lanked by narrow sidelights; a stained glass panel has been inserted in the curved 
fanlight. The hall floors are laid in alternating stdpes of light and dark woods, 
possibly chestnut and walnut 

On the northeast side aE the ten-foot wide hall are a sitting room a t  the front 
and a dining room a t  rear; the dining mom has a handsome threesided bay. On the 
southwest side, do* parlors are separated by sliding pocket doors of paneled wccd.  
Each of the four moms contains a round-arched fireplace w i t h  a slate mantel with a 
scrolled center; the mantels have been painted whi te .  Tall windows in  the front rooms 
extend to the &or. 

Throughout, the interior of the house features heavy, simple door and window 
h i m ,  without corner blocks. 

On the second Eloor of the main block, four bedrooms are arranged two on each 
side of the center hall of the main block. From the hall, a door, apparently gained by 
&ging an &sting window opening when the p r c h  was added in 1942, leads to the 
second &or porch a t  the £ront of the house. Another door on the rear wall leads to 
the rear wing. Glazed, two-light, working transoms are over the doors to bedrooms. 
Each bedroom contains a fireplace and s i m p l e  wood door and window t d m .  

Fmm the rear of the second story hall a narrow enclosed staircase dse to the third 
floor, where three rooms are arranged around a center hall. A large double room on the 

(See Continuation Sheet #2) 
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7. DESC FZPTION - Architezkral Analysis 

dght  side is lighted by two large Diocletian windows, with sash divided into m u l t i p l e  
lights. A ladder dses to a deck on the main roof. 

There is a full concretefloored basement under the entire house, with the plan 
matching that  of the first floor. The basement stair is beside the porch a t  the rear of 
the rear wing. 

A kitchen, pantry, back stair and m o w  hall comprise the first £Loor of the 
two-story rear wing. A modem brick fireplace is on the rear w a l l  of the idtchen. A n  
arched opening leads to the pantry between the kitchen and dining room. A door with 
low-arch transom to the dght  of the fireplace leads tn the e n d e d  p rch ;  a 
one-over-onelight window is to the left of the fireplace, and two more are on the 
flanking walls. The pantry and s m a l l  connecting vestibule to the dining room each have 
one window. 

Outbuildings and Farm S t ruc tu re  
(See attached sketch for layout AZthough no documentary evidence has been found to 
prove the m t e n c e  of an earlier house on the dte of Monte Vista, the buck bake oven 
and the summer jdtchen, smoke house and ice house suggest that  there may w e l i  
have been one. The function, appearance and layout of these all strongly hint a t  an 
earlier 19th-century construction date, @My related to the purchase of the land by 
the Heaters i n  1844. A caretul examnation of the basement of Monte Vista provided no 
clues indicating the reuse of earlier foundation walls.) 

1. B a r n  (260' southeast of main house) This unusually large barn, believed to be 
roughly contemporaneous with the house (ca.1883-ca.1900), is a twc-stnry, five-bay 
kame structure w i t h  clapboard siding, sliding wooden doors and a standingseam m e t a l  
main roof. A large center gable with one window is under a fourtided, slate-covered 
cupola with gabled dormers, each containing a single window, on e3ch 5de. It is 
topped by an old metal weathervane. Circ* ventilating stacks pierce the main roof 
on either side of the c u m .  A ramp leads to the sliding doors, which open to a 
massive central space. The ground floor is in stalls =nking a center aisle. A lang, 
onestory kame addition was added a t  the southwest side, probahly in the 1930s. 
Contributing. 

2. Ice House. (approx. 30'southeast of main house). Ca. 1883, or earlier. This s m a l l  
drgsed rubble stone building, t w o  stodes high a t  the k o n t  gahle end (south side) and 
one story in the rear, has been converted to a rental residence. There is a large, 

(See Continuation Sheet # 3) 
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7. DESC RIPTION - Architectural A n a l y s i s  

one-over-one wood window on the  upper Level (formerly a door) and a qround-&or 
entrance doorway with sash door a t  the  left front. A s m a l l  pent roof has been added 
over the  entrance. Contributing. 

3. Summer kitchen (approx. 30' south of main home). Ca. 1883 or earlier. The summer 
kitchen is of frame construction with clapboard siding and amer  bards. It has a 
sheet metal rwf. There  is one six-over-six doublehung w o o d  window on the Erst 
floor, left of the  vertical board entrance door on the  long side; another vertical 
board extedor door opens to the loft in the  gable end. It has a stone exterior end 
chimney with plain hdck chimney cap. Contributing. 

4. Smoke House. Approx. 60' south of main house. Ca. 1883 or d e r .  The smoke 
house is of frame construction with wood clapboard siding. In  the e o n t  (southwest) 
gable end is the entxance door of vertical b a r d ,  with one s m a l l ,  single-light sash 
window on side.The m f  is of composition shingles. Contdbuting. 

5. Chicken House. 2nd quarter of 20th century. Approx. 90' southeast of main house. 
This is a modern frame ones tory  building with clapboard &ding and shed roof. It is in 
three bays of two double windows each, with wood covers. A sliding vertical board 
door is at the east end. Non-contdbuting. 

6. Granary. 2nd quarter of the  20th century. Approximately 190' south of house. To t h e  
n o r t h w s t  of the  barn is the  granary, a long, ones tory  kame building with vertical 
board siding and a gable roof of sheet metal. Non-contxibuting. 

7. Equipment Shed. 2nd quarter of 20th century. Approximately 150' southeast of 
house. This is a one-story, one-bay, shed-roofed structure, open a t  one end and roofed 
and sided wi th  corrugated met& (pre-1950) Non-conttibuting. 

8. Scale House. Ca. 1907. Approximately 250' east of main house. Of frame 
construction w i t h  vertical bard siding this utilitarian building contains its original 
cattleweighing scale, with weight notations dating to 1907. It has a sheet-metal roof 
and hinged do& doors a t  the nor thws t  gabLe end. Contdbuting. 

9. Show Barn. 2nd quarter of the 20th century. Approximately 290' southeast of house. 
This is a one-sbry, threebay,  gable-roofed, kame structure w i t h  clapboard siding. The 

(See Continuation Sheet #4) 
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7. DESCRIPTION - Architecbxal Anal* 

entrance is through a sliding horizontal. wood door a t  one gahle end. There are eight 
s m a l l  windows along each long side, plus one on each side of the entrance door. The 
roof is of sheet metal. Non-contributing. 

10. Garage/storage shed/carprt. 2nd and third qmrters of the 20th century. 
Appraximately 30' south of the main house. B u i l t  in several stages, this is a recent 
construction of kame with lap siding. The two-bay garage has a gable roof covered in  
composition rall mfing .  The covered storage area to the W has a flat m f  with 
composi t ion rall roofing. To the dght  a one-bay carport with gable roof is covered in 
composition shingle rcx~fing. Non-conbibuting. 

11. Brick oven. Early 19th century. Approximately 70' southeast of main house. This 
buck bake oven w i t h  a stone foundation is believed to be a t  least  as ald as the house, 
probably alder. It appears to be jtmilar to an oven presumed to have been in use prior 
to the Civil W a r  a t  BeUe Grove. Contributing. 

FOOTNOTES TO ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSLS 

1. Interview w i t h  Mrs. Edwin Omdorff, June 24, 1986. 

3. Tim 0. Rockwell, Bel l e  Grove Excavations, Middletown, Va., 1972-73. (Washington, 
D.C.: National Trust for H i s to r i c  Preservation, 19741, pp. 17-23. 
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8. SGMFICANCE - Hjstodcal Background 

which Monte Vi s t a  was later c o m t ~ ~ c t e d .  The Heaters managed to acquire a stock of 
Army horses, a fea t  that  may have been facilitated by M r s .  Heater's pro-Union 
activities, and, aided by a series of4 unusually succ&ul c r o p  immediately after the 
war ,  they soon rebuilt their fortune. 

The story of Mr;. H e a t e r ' s  w a r t i m e  activities is detailed in testimony taken 
during her protracted suit against the Federal government for reirnburjement for the 
property losses she sustained dwing the war .  A native of Roxborough, Pennsylvania, 
she claimed to have been a staunch Union supporter, despite the fac t  tha t  two of her 
sons served, against her will, in the Confederate Army, and her husband's sympathies 
may have rested with the South. Like her neighbors (most of whom w e r e  Confederate 
sympathizers), she lost all of her cattle, hogs, fences, timber and outbuildings. M c s t  
of the items w e r e  apparently taken either for use by Federal troops quartered a t  
B d l e  Grove and the H e a t e r  place, ar in Sheddan's 'bid" of the Valley, intended to 
prevent Confederate forcffi kom making use d them. When the A c t  of March 3, 1871 
took effect, authorizing payment of reparation claims to Union loyalists, M r s .  Heater 
w a s  among the fint in her area to appeal for payment. She had kequently entertained 
Union officers and provided lodging and supplies for their troops, and was able to 
provide certificates attesting to her h t a n c e  and loyalty h-om General Sheridan and 
others. Her petition was a t  first approved; however, certain neighbors, apparentLy 
disgruntled because of business quarrels with the H e a t e r s ,  later questioned her 
"continuous" loyalty. H e r  petition was laid aside and later rejected. She also became 
the subject o£ a 'perjury" hearing by her fellow parishioners a t  the Strasburg 
Presbyterian Church. She w a s  found not @ty of pejury but was nonetheless 
admonished for having failed to give due consideration to the meaning of the loyalty 
oath she had taken. Far the next thirty years, Mrs. H e a t e r  and her son, Chdffi, 
continued to petition for payment. Finally, in 1901, nearly ten years after M r s .  
H e a t e r ' s  death, gher estate was awarded $5,480, less than half of what she had 
originally asked. - 

6 .  7S+omon ireater died in  1871. HIS wife, to whom he had deeded Cedar Grove in 
18 60, ded, d e b t l e  and in v, in 1892, and the property dfficended to Charles W. 
Hater ,  their sale surviving son. 

A t  least  as d y  as 1883, however, Charles He3ter had apparently already 
taken possesion of the property acrcss the turnpike h-om his parents' modgt log 
home to erect an i r n p r k v e  new residence, for the date stone to the right of the 
h-ont door reads, "C.W .H. 1883." ( H i s  mother, whcse maiden n a m e  w a s  W under, might 
have used the same initials, but she is consistently referred to in the transcript of her 
suit against the government as Caraline H. H e a t e r .  Furthermore, in 1883, she w a s  71 

(See Continuation Sheet #6) 


