7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

—X_excellent —— deteriorated ___ unaltered —X_ original site

—__good —X_ruins (Hite's_ Xaitered — _moved  date N/A
—fair - unexposed/Tavern}

Describe the present and original {if known) physical appearance

According to its date stone, high in the south -gable, the main house at Springdale was
erected by John Hite in 1753. The house is built of the native limestone laid in irregular
ashlar with some random-coursed limestone rubble used on its secondary walls. It is situated
on the east side of Route 11, adjacent to Opequon Creek. Characteristic of German Valley
houses, the house is covered by a steep gable roof defined by a well-molded wood cornice.

The structure has undergone numerous renovations on both its exterior and interior that in-
clude a remodeling ip the Greek Revival style in ca. 1835-40 and one in the Colonial Revival

style ca. 1900. Numerous changes have also been made to the house throughout the present
century.

The main (west) entry consists of a Greek Revival-style doorway sheltered by a four-bay,
two-story portico added in the present century. The entrance frontispiece, a 19th~-century
remodeling, has Jonic columns supporting a plain architrave topped by a Doric entablature.

A joist with the carving, "John Hite on 1747," was positioned above the cornice in the present
century after its removal from a nearby barn. The rear side (east) has a two-level gallery
added ca. 1900, which shelters a plain doorway. The house's fenestration includes a number
of different types of openings. On its first story the facade has segmental-arched heads
with Greek Revival symmetrical architrave trim and plain corner blocks; the second-story

and wing openings lack the segmental arches. The side elevations have segmental-arched
openings without the Greek Revival trim. The windows have 2/2, 6/6, and 12/12 hung sash.
Dormers, added in the present century, are found on both the east and west elevations. The
house has four brick interior-end chimneys, two on the main section and one on each wing.

The interior of Springdale was extensively altered ca. 1835-40 and at the turn of the
century. The house has a central hall flanked by a long parler and a dining room and kitchen.
The hall contains the main stair that replaced the original, according to family tradition,
ca. 19200 when the highway was relocated from the east (rear) of the structure to the west
(front). The original stair iz said to have ascended in the opposite direction. The open-
well, closed-string stair consists of turned balusters, a molded handrail, and a square
Colonial Revival newel. The front door has a Greek Revival frame that includes symmetrical
trim and flat corner blocks. Similar trim is used on the other principal openings as well.

To the north of the hall is the long parlor extending into the wing. It is believed
that the parlor was originally two rooms and that it assumed its present form ca. 1900 when
the present Colonial Revival screen was added. The room has two mantels: the end (north)
wall has a Federal mantel while the east wall has a Greek Revival mantel. Complementing the
mantels, the openings to the north of the screen have molded Federal trim while the openings
to the scuth have symmetrical Greek Revival trim with plain corner blocks. To the rear (east)
of the double parlor is a paneled den. While the room has Greek Revival symmetrical trim
arcound the windows, the paneling on the mantel wall dates to the 18th century and is probably
an original feature. To the south of the hall is the dining room, trimmed in Greek Revival
woodwork, and the present kitchen. The kitchen is probably the location of the original
kitchen as it is distinguished by a massive rough-hewn lintel above a much-reduced fireplace
opening. German houses usually contained indoor kitchens. The paneling on the fireplace
wall is a modern addition. Behind the kitchen is a small sitting room that contains a Greek
Revival mantel topped by l8th-century paneling. The fireplace contains a rare Isaac 2Zane
cast-iron fireback that bears the coat of arms of Lord Fairfax. The fireback was cast by
neighboring Marlboro Furnace and dates to the late 18th century. It is believed to have
always been in the house,

(See Continuation Sheet #1)



8. Significance

Periad Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
—— prehistoric ___ archeology-prehistoric ___ community planning ___ landscape architecture ____ religion

- —1400-1498 ____ archeology-historic —— conservation — law —_ science
——1500-1599 ____ agricuiture —— economics — literature — . Sculpture
——1600-1699 __ X architecture —-— education — . military - Ssoclal/
—X 1700-1798 __ _ant —__ engineering ——__ music humanitarian
—— 1800-1899 _ . commerce X exploration/settlement ____ philosophy — theater
—— 1900~ — . communications — industry — palitics/government  ____ transportation

—invention ——— other (specity)

Specific dates 1753 8uilder/Architect unknown

Statement of Significance {in one paragraph)
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Springdale was originally the home of Jost Hite, the earliest white settler in the lowe:
Shenandoah Valley. Hite was among the many Germans who came to the colonies from the Palati-
nate during the great migration of 1709-10. 1In 1731 he acquired a conditional grant of
40,000 acres on Virginia's western frontier. Moving with his family from Germantown,
Pennsylvania, Hite quickly prospered through his establishment of mills and farms in the
Winchester area. The ruins of what was probably Hite's home and tavern, built in the 1730s
next to the Indian trail that became the Valley Turnpike, still stand in the yard of the
Springdale property. The present dwelling, a large stone house in the German vernacular
tradition, was built in 1753 by Hite's sen John, a distinguished soldier and citizen of
early Frederick County. The house and ruin remain key landmarks of the Shenandoah valley's
first period of settlement.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Jost Hite was born in Kraichgau, Germany (now the area of Neckerland, southeast of
Heldelberg), on December 5, 1685, The second child of Johannes (Hans) Hed(t), he was
christened Hans Justus Heydt. The register of Bonfeld Church in Kraichgau reveals that
on November 10, 1704, "Johan Justus Heyd, linenweaver and son of Johannis Heyd - butcher
and civic councilor here, married to Anna Maria, daughter of Abraham Mercklin- citizen
here."l In the wars before the Peace of Utrecht, French armies repeatedly devastated German
Palatine towns and left many of their citizens homeless. Under English sponsorship hundreds
of these German families were encouraged to settle in the Hudson Valley for employment
in the manufacture of tar and naval stores. Among those who joined in the great migration
were Jost Hite and his recent bride. The Bonfeld pastor's list of "emigrants from this
village"” includes in 1709-1710 "Johannes Heyd mamt 4. Seinen (with his family)” and . "Justus
Heyd, his son, cum suis (with his family)_nz The Rotterdam embarkation lists include
"Joost Heyd" in the fifth party of Palatines on a ship under the command of Captain William
Newton which arrived in New York in 1710.° The Palatine subsistence lists of New York in
1710-12 include the name of Johann Jost Hayd. The church records of the Xingston Dutch
Reformed Church in Ulster County, New York, list the baptisms of two of his children,
Elizabeth in 1711 and Madalena in 1713.

Dissatisfied with conditions in New York, the Hites with many of the new settlers moved
south into Pennsylvania. In May 1714 Hite purchased 150 acres on the Shippack River near
Germantown. His first son, John, the builder of the present house at Springdale, was born
that same year. In 1718 Jost Hite purchased six hundred acres on the Perkimion River where
he established a grist mill. He sold this land in 1730 for 640 pounds before departing for
Virginia. The deed identified him as a weaver and described the sale of a "certain Messuage,
Grist Mill, and Plantation or Tract of Land...near Perkioming..."4 It was on August 5, 1731,
that he acquired the conditional grant of 40,000 acres in the Shenandoah and thus was launche
on his last and greatest adventure. The condition reguired the grantees to settle within a
two-year peried one family for every thousand acres granted. In October 1731, Hite and his
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