
.8. Function or U r  
Hletorlc Functlom (enter c u q p r h  fmm instructions) Current Functpns (enter categoriw from instructions) 

Domestic1 s i n e l e  d w e l l i n e  Domest lc r  s i n e l e  d w e l i i n p  
do rk  I n  u r o e - e s s  

7. Descrlptlon 
Architectural Clouifition Materials (enler categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from instmcllons) 

foundation B r i c k  
"eek R e v i v a l  walls B r i c k  

roof Galvan ized  seam m e t a l  
other Wood 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 
Sunmarv C e s c - i o t i o n  

Willow Shade ,  v a l u e d  f o r  b o t h  i t s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  and h i s t o r i c  s i p n i f i c a n c e ,  
is a n  e x c e l i e n t  e x a r n ~ i e  o f  y e - C i v i l  War a r c h i t e c t u r e  b u i l t  i n  t h e  v e r n a -  
c u i a -  l a t e  r--eek Q e v i v a l  s t v l e .  I t  w a s  t h e  c h i l d h o o d  home o f  a u t h o r  h i l l a  
C a t h e r  and was b u i l t  bv h e r  ~ r a n d f a t h e r ,  '~Villiam C a t h e r ,  i n  1851 .  Located 
on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c  Nor thwes t  T u r n p i k e  ( p r e s e n t - d a y  ?ou te  5 0 ) ,  
t h e  -oad lead in^ f-om W i n c h e s t e r ,  V i r p i n i a ,  t o  ?omnev, West V i r f f i n i a ,  t h i s  
t h r e e - s t o - v  b r i c k  house i s  c r a d l e d  between i i m e s t o n e  h i l l s  t o  i t s  e a s t  and 
t h e  r i s e  i n  e r a d e  o f  D o u t e  50 t o  i t s  w e s t .  A c o n s t a n t  f l o w i n e  c r e e k  and 
t h e  remain in^ w i l l o w  t r e e s ,  hence t h e  h o u s e ' s  name, prate t h e  f -on t  vard  
a s  t h e v  have s i n c e  t h e  s t r u c t u r e ' s  b e ~ i n n i n ~ .  Four  o u t b u i l d i n ~ s  accompany 
t h e  house ,  t h e  mos t  p rominen t  b e i n e  a 1060s r e p l a c e m e n t  b a r n  e r e c t e d  on 
t h e  o - i n i n a l  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  C a t h e r  ba-n t h a t  burned  i n  1883. A s  d i d  
t h e  f i r s t  h a r n ,  t o d a y ' s  r e p l a c e m e n t  domina te s  a l i m e s t o n e  o u t c r o p p i n e  t o  
t h e  s o u t h  o f  t h e  house .  X i - e c t l v  beh ind  t h e  house i s  a  c a r  shed  b u i l t  
a h o u t  1965 and follow in^ a d i r t  o a t h  t o  t h e  e a s t  is a 1945-1950 c h i c k e n  
coon.  To t h e  s o u t h e a s t  s t a n d s  a  machine shed b u i l t  a round  1960.  

Willow S h a d e ' s  outs tan din^ and u n a l t e r e d  i n t e r i o r  e x h i b i t s  a c e n t e r  h a l l  
s v m m e t r i c a l  f l o o -  p l a n  w i t h  b o l d ,  i n d i v i d u a l l y  s t y l e d  woodwockine i n  each  
-oom. Faux marb le  m a n t e l s ,  hand- rained d o o r s ,  and i n d i v i d u a l l y  p a t t e r n e d  
window and d o o r  s u r r o u n d s  a c c e n t u a t e  e a c h  o f  t h e  main f o u r  -ooms. A r e a r  
t w o - s t o r v  e l l  b u i l t  i n  1851 w i t h  t h e  main b l o c k  c o n t a i n s  c o n s e r v a t i v e  
i n t e - i o r - d e t a i l i n g  a s  i s  u s u a l l v  found i n  more u t i l i t a r i a n  q u a r t e - s .  The 
E n e l i s h  basement  houses  t h e  l a r e e  k i t c h e n  f i r e p l a c e ,  r u n n i n a  s p r i n e ,  
s t o - a e e  room$. and con tempora ry  l i v i n e  q u a r t e r s  beeun  i n  1988. 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Ana lvs i s  

Willow Shade ,  a  v e r n a c u l a r  l a t e  Greek Q e v i v a l - s t y l e  house  ( 1 8 5 1 ) ,  is a  
f i v e - b y - t h r e e  bay ,  r e c t a n g u l a r  ~ l a n  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a th ree -by - two  bay  
r e a r  e l l  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t .  A b r i c k  American bond f a c a d e  r i s e s  from a n  
E n p l i s h  basement  two s t o r i e s  t a l l  t o  t h e  c o r b e l e d  b r i c k  e a v e s  t h a t  edge 
a ~ r a d u a l l v  S l o ~ e d .  a l m o s t  f l a t ,  r o o f  o f  e a l v a n i z e d  seam m e t a l .  I n t e r i o r  
s tepwed doub le  end chimneys a e s t h e t i c a l l y  b a l a n c e  t h e  n o r t h - s o u t h  e l e v a -  
t i o n s .  S i x - o v e r - s i x  s a s h  windows o u t l i n e d  w i t h  b l o c k  l i n t e l s  and molded 
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nationally C] statewide [1El locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria =A a 0 C D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) =A 0 C ] C  D [? E O F  n G  

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Sign~ficant Dates 
A r c h i t e c t u r e  1851-1881 1851 
L i t e r a t u r e  lt57?-1683 

Cultural Affiliation 
N A 

Sign~ficanl Person ArchitecUBuilder 
,- &.e-. ;Vi l la  S i b e - t  Unknown 

~ ~- 

Slate significance of property, and justily criter~a, criteria considerations, and antas and periods of significance noted above. 

S t a t e m e n t  o f  S i ~ n i f i c a n c e  

>Villow Shade i s  a n  e x c e l l e n t  example o f  p r e - C i v i l  War - u r a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e  
i n  Northe-n V i r ~ i n i a .  I ts  v e r n a c u l a r  l a t e  G-eek S e v i v a l - s t v l e  ornamenta-  
t i o n  i l l u s t r a t e s  a  r e s i d e n c e  of  q u a l i t v  n o t  o f t e n  s e e n  i n  t h e  Back Creek 
C i s t r i c t  o f  F -ede r i ck  Countv ,  V i r ~ i n i a .  The American n o v e l i s t ,  X i l l a  
C a t k o r  !1873-1047) ,  w i n n e r  o f  t h e  P u l i t z e r  P r i z e  and t h e  f i r s t  woman t o  
Veceive a n  hono-a-v d e ~ - e e  f-om P r i n c e t o n  U n i v e r s i t y ,  s p e n t  h e r  e a r l y  
c h i l d h o o d  a t  Willow Shade .  The house  w a s  b u i l t  bv h e r  u r a n d f a t h e r ,  
Wi l l iam Cathe- ,  s h o r t l v  a f t e r  he nu-chased t h e  p r o p e r t y  i n  1851. Willa 
C a t h e r ,  a t  t h e  ape  of  o n e ,  moved i n t o  t h e  house  w i t h  h e r  p a r e n t s ,  C h a r l e s  
and V i r s i q i a  Boak C a t h e r  i n  1874 a f t e r  h e r  F-andpa-ents l e f t  t o  r e s i d e  i n  
Nebraska w i t h  t h e i r  s o n ,  S e o r ~ e .  The Cathe-s  l i v e d  a t  Willow Shade  u n t i l  
1887 when a f i r e  dest-oved t h e  s h e e p  ba-n and compel led  t h e  f a m i l y  t o  
' w i n  t b . e i -  - e l a t i v e s  i n  Nebraska .  T h o u ~ h  o n l y  n i n e  y e a r s  o l d  a t  t h e  t ime  
of  be* d e n a r t u r e  from V i - ~ i n i a ,  Willa l a t e r  r e c a l l e d  h e r  f i r s t  c h i l d h o o d  
home i n  he- last ,  n o v e l ,  S a p u h i r a  and t h e  S l a v e  G i r l  ( 1 9 4 0 ) ,  and r e c r e a t e d  
X i l l o w  Shade  and t h e  s u - - o u n d i n ~  Back Creek  env i ronmen t  upon i t s  papes .  

',Villow Shade  - e t a i n s  much o f  i t s  o r i g i n a l  i n t e e r i t y  w i t h  few a l t e r a t i o n s  
ove- t h e  v e a r s .  The f r o n t  va-d is n o t  as l a r ~ e  as it once  w a s  due  t o  t h e  
w i d e n i n p  of  t h e  o l d  Nor thwes t  T u r n p i k e  (Rou te  5 0 )  a b o u t  1965-1970. The 
fo-ma1 p a r d e n  is  pone, a s  a r e  many o f  t h e  l a r p e  w i l l o w  t r e e s  and a r u s t i c  
f o o t  b r i d ~ e  t h a t  once c r o s s e d  t h e  c u r - e n t l y  f l o w i n g  c r e e k .  Bv 1863  
W i l l i a m  C a t h e r  owned 304 a c r e s  on b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e  t u r n p i k e .  Today t h e  
immediate  4.5 a c r e s  c - e a t e  a condensed  i m p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  l i m e s t o n e  h i l l s ,  
o u t c - o p u i n ~ s ,  f i e l d s ,  and woods t h a t  once  compr ised  t h e  e n t i - e  C a t h e r  
D-one-tv. 
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9. M a b r  Blbllognphical References 

T:ilr'.-ed ?. B e n n e t t .  The Wo-ld O f  Willa C a t h e r .  L i n c o l n ,  Nebraska ,  
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James dood-ess .  Willa Cathe- ,  A L i t e r a r y  L i f e .  L i n c o l n ,  Nebraska :  
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In t e -v i ew,  P h y l l i s  P i t c o c k  h i s e c a - v e r ,  u - anddaueh te r  o f  C h a r l e s  I.,. P o o l e ,  
1080 .  

[7 See contlnuatlon sheet 
Prevlous documentat~on on llle (NPS) 

prellmlnary determlnatlon of lndlv~dual llstlng (36 CFR 67) Pr~rnary locat~on of addlt~onal data 
has been requested state hlstorlc preservation onlce 
5 previously Ilsted In the Nat~onal Reglster Other State agency 

previously deterrnlned el~glble by the Natlonal Reglsler Federal agency 
• des~gnaled a Nat~onal H~stor~c Landmark [?Local government 
C] recorded by Hlslorlc Arnerlcan Bulldlngs Unlverslty 

Survey X m o t h e r  
C] recorded by H~stor~c Amerlcan Englneerlng Spec~fy repository 

Record x Nebraska  S t a t e  H i s t o - i c a l  S o c i e t y  
V i r g i n i a  D i v i s i o n  o f  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks 

10. Geograph~cal Data 

Acreage of property 4.521 a c r e s  

UTM References 
A 1177n ,2 18J ,0 1 t) ,314, 92, 1, Q 

Zone Easllng Northlng 
e m  u - 

Zone East~ng Northlng 

See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Descr~pt~on V e r b a l  Boundarv D e s c r i ~ t i o n  

A l l  t h a t  c e r t a i n  l o t ,  n i e c e  o r  u a r c e l  o f  l a n d  w i t h  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  and 
lrnurovernents t h e r e o n  and a u u u r t e n a n c e s  t h e r e t o  a p p e r t a i n i n e ,  now known 
a s  t h e  Willow Shade  u r o u e r t y  as r e c o r d e d  on  a p i a t  show in^ a p o r t i o n  of  
t h e  e s t a t e  o f  C h a r l e s  M. Poo le  (5/6/1985) ' n  F r e d e r i c k  County ,  V i r g i n i a  

B S e e  contlnuatlon sheet 

Boundary Justilicat~on 
The bounds have b e e n  drawn t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  h o u s e ,  o u t b u i l d i n e s  and l a n d  
uuon which t h e y  s t a n d  a s  r e c o r d e d  i n  F r e d e r i c k  County Deed Book 380,  
Paue 579 and as i l l u s t r a t e d  on t h e  Mav 6 ,  1985 p l a t  o f  t h e  C h a r l e s  M. 
Poo le  e s t a t e .  

O s e e  continuation sheet 
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