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Domestic1 s i n e l e  d w e l l i n e  Domest lc r  s i n e l e  d w e l i i n p  
do rk  I n  u r o e - e s s  

7. Descrlptlon 
Architectural Clouifition Materials (enler categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from instmcllons) 

foundation B r i c k  
"eek R e v i v a l  walls B r i c k  

roof Galvan ized  seam m e t a l  
other Wood 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 
Sunmarv C e s c - i o t i o n  

Willow Shade ,  v a l u e d  f o r  b o t h  i t s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  and h i s t o r i c  s i p n i f i c a n c e ,  
is a n  e x c e l i e n t  e x a r n ~ i e  o f  y e - C i v i l  War a r c h i t e c t u r e  b u i l t  i n  t h e  v e r n a -  
c u i a -  l a t e  r--eek Q e v i v a l  s t v l e .  I t  w a s  t h e  c h i l d h o o d  home o f  a u t h o r  h i l l a  
C a t h e r  and was b u i l t  bv h e r  ~ r a n d f a t h e r ,  '~Villiam C a t h e r ,  i n  1851 .  Located 
on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c  Nor thwes t  T u r n p i k e  ( p r e s e n t - d a y  ?ou te  5 0 ) ,  
t h e  -oad lead in^ f-om W i n c h e s t e r ,  V i r p i n i a ,  t o  ?omnev, West V i r f f i n i a ,  t h i s  
t h r e e - s t o - v  b r i c k  house i s  c r a d l e d  between i i m e s t o n e  h i l l s  t o  i t s  e a s t  and 
t h e  r i s e  i n  e r a d e  o f  D o u t e  50 t o  i t s  w e s t .  A c o n s t a n t  f l o w i n e  c r e e k  and 
t h e  remain in^ w i l l o w  t r e e s ,  hence t h e  h o u s e ' s  name, prate t h e  f -on t  vard  
a s  t h e v  have s i n c e  t h e  s t r u c t u r e ' s  b e ~ i n n i n ~ .  Four  o u t b u i l d i n ~ s  accompany 
t h e  house ,  t h e  mos t  p rominen t  b e i n e  a 1060s r e p l a c e m e n t  b a r n  e r e c t e d  on 
t h e  o - i n i n a l  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  C a t h e r  ba-n t h a t  burned  i n  1883. A s  d i d  
t h e  f i r s t  h a r n ,  t o d a y ' s  r e p l a c e m e n t  domina te s  a l i m e s t o n e  o u t c r o p p i n e  t o  
t h e  s o u t h  o f  t h e  house .  X i - e c t l v  beh ind  t h e  house i s  a  c a r  shed  b u i l t  
a h o u t  1965 and follow in^ a d i r t  o a t h  t o  t h e  e a s t  is a 1945-1950 c h i c k e n  
coon.  To t h e  s o u t h e a s t  s t a n d s  a  machine shed b u i l t  a round  1960.  

Willow S h a d e ' s  outs tan din^ and u n a l t e r e d  i n t e r i o r  e x h i b i t s  a c e n t e r  h a l l  
s v m m e t r i c a l  f l o o -  p l a n  w i t h  b o l d ,  i n d i v i d u a l l y  s t y l e d  woodwockine i n  each  
-oom. Faux marb le  m a n t e l s ,  hand- rained d o o r s ,  and i n d i v i d u a l l y  p a t t e r n e d  
window and d o o r  s u r r o u n d s  a c c e n t u a t e  e a c h  o f  t h e  main f o u r  -ooms. A r e a r  
t w o - s t o r v  e l l  b u i l t  i n  1851 w i t h  t h e  main b l o c k  c o n t a i n s  c o n s e r v a t i v e  
i n t e - i o r - d e t a i l i n g  a s  i s  u s u a l l v  found i n  more u t i l i t a r i a n  q u a r t e - s .  The 
E n e l i s h  basement  houses  t h e  l a r e e  k i t c h e n  f i r e p l a c e ,  r u n n i n a  s p r i n e ,  
s t o - a e e  room$. and con tempora ry  l i v i n e  q u a r t e r s  beeun  i n  1988. 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Ana lvs i s  

Willow Shade ,  a  v e r n a c u l a r  l a t e  Greek Q e v i v a l - s t y l e  house  ( 1 8 5 1 ) ,  is a  
f i v e - b y - t h r e e  bay ,  r e c t a n g u l a r  ~ l a n  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a th ree -by - two  bay  
r e a r  e l l  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t .  A b r i c k  American bond f a c a d e  r i s e s  from a n  
E n p l i s h  basement  two s t o r i e s  t a l l  t o  t h e  c o r b e l e d  b r i c k  e a v e s  t h a t  edge 
a ~ r a d u a l l v  S l o ~ e d .  a l m o s t  f l a t ,  r o o f  o f  e a l v a n i z e d  seam m e t a l .  I n t e r i o r  
s tepwed doub le  end chimneys a e s t h e t i c a l l y  b a l a n c e  t h e  n o r t h - s o u t h  e l e v a -  
t i o n s .  S i x - o v e r - s i x  s a s h  windows o u t l i n e d  w i t h  b l o c k  l i n t e l s  and molded 
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S t a t e m e n t  o f  S i ~ n i f i c a n c e  

>Villow Shade i s  a n  e x c e l l e n t  example o f  p r e - C i v i l  War - u r a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e  
i n  Northe-n V i r ~ i n i a .  I ts  v e r n a c u l a r  l a t e  G-eek S e v i v a l - s t v l e  ornamenta-  
t i o n  i l l u s t r a t e s  a  r e s i d e n c e  of  q u a l i t v  n o t  o f t e n  s e e n  i n  t h e  Back Creek 
C i s t r i c t  o f  F -ede r i ck  Countv ,  V i r ~ i n i a .  The American n o v e l i s t ,  X i l l a  
C a t k o r  !1873-1047) ,  w i n n e r  o f  t h e  P u l i t z e r  P r i z e  and t h e  f i r s t  woman t o  
Veceive a n  hono-a-v d e ~ - e e  f-om P r i n c e t o n  U n i v e r s i t y ,  s p e n t  h e r  e a r l y  
c h i l d h o o d  a t  Willow Shade .  The house  w a s  b u i l t  bv h e r  u r a n d f a t h e r ,  
Wi l l iam Cathe- ,  s h o r t l v  a f t e r  he nu-chased t h e  p r o p e r t y  i n  1851. Willa 
C a t h e r ,  a t  t h e  ape  of  o n e ,  moved i n t o  t h e  house  w i t h  h e r  p a r e n t s ,  C h a r l e s  
and V i r s i q i a  Boak C a t h e r  i n  1874 a f t e r  h e r  F-andpa-ents l e f t  t o  r e s i d e  i n  
Nebraska w i t h  t h e i r  s o n ,  S e o r ~ e .  The Cathe-s  l i v e d  a t  Willow Shade  u n t i l  
1887 when a f i r e  dest-oved t h e  s h e e p  ba-n and compel led  t h e  f a m i l y  t o  
' w i n  t b . e i -  - e l a t i v e s  i n  Nebraska .  T h o u ~ h  o n l y  n i n e  y e a r s  o l d  a t  t h e  t ime  
of  be* d e n a r t u r e  from V i - ~ i n i a ,  Willa l a t e r  r e c a l l e d  h e r  f i r s t  c h i l d h o o d  
home i n  he- last ,  n o v e l ,  S a p u h i r a  and t h e  S l a v e  G i r l  ( 1 9 4 0 ) ,  and r e c r e a t e d  
X i l l o w  Shade  and t h e  s u - - o u n d i n ~  Back Creek  env i ronmen t  upon i t s  papes .  

',Villow Shade  - e t a i n s  much o f  i t s  o r i g i n a l  i n t e e r i t y  w i t h  few a l t e r a t i o n s  
ove- t h e  v e a r s .  The f r o n t  va-d is n o t  as l a r ~ e  as it once  w a s  due  t o  t h e  
w i d e n i n p  of  t h e  o l d  Nor thwes t  T u r n p i k e  (Rou te  5 0 )  a b o u t  1965-1970. The 
fo-ma1 p a r d e n  is  pone, a s  a r e  many o f  t h e  l a r p e  w i l l o w  t r e e s  and a r u s t i c  
f o o t  b r i d ~ e  t h a t  once c r o s s e d  t h e  c u r - e n t l y  f l o w i n g  c r e e k .  Bv 1863  
W i l l i a m  C a t h e r  owned 304 a c r e s  on b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e  t u r n p i k e .  Today t h e  
immediate  4.5 a c r e s  c - e a t e  a condensed  i m p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  l i m e s t o n e  h i l l s ,  
o u t c - o p u i n ~ s ,  f i e l d s ,  and woods t h a t  once  compr ised  t h e  e n t i - e  C a t h e r  
D-one-tv. 
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lrnurovernents t h e r e o n  and a u u u r t e n a n c e s  t h e r e t o  a p p e r t a i n i n e ,  now known 
a s  t h e  Willow Shade  u r o u e r t y  as r e c o r d e d  on  a p i a t  show in^ a p o r t i o n  of  
t h e  e s t a t e  o f  C h a r l e s  M. Poo le  (5/6/1985) ' n  F r e d e r i c k  County ,  V i r g i n i a  
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su--ounds  on^^ t h e  f a c a d e .  A s i m p l e ,  v e t  s t a t e l v ,  c e n t e -  n o - t i c o  of  
nai-ed Dor i c  c o l u m ~ s ,  ouen  c u t  b a l u s t e r s ,  and a wide s t a i r c a s e  l e a d s  t o  
t h e  c e n t e r  h a l l  e n t r v .  A narrowe-,  s e v e - e l v  damaeed s t a i r w a v  w a s  - ep l aced  
bv t h i s  - e c o n s t - u c t i o n  o f  t h e  o r i ~ i n a l  s t a i r  as c o p i e d  f-om n i n e t e e n t h  
cen tu-v  nhoton-auhs.  The o c t a ~ o ? a l l y - u a n e l e d  f -on t  d o o r ,  b e n e a t h  a  v e c t a n -  
c u l a r  t ransom window w i t h  a e o m e t r i c  t-ace-y and d e n t i l  c o r n i c e ,  i s  f l a n k e d  
bv d e l i c a t e l v  f l u t e d  p i l a s t e - s  w i t h  e x a w ~ e r a t e d  c y n a  r e c t a  c a u s  and h a l f  
s i d e l i ~ h t s  w i t h  o c t a ~ o n a l  p a n e l s .  

The -pa r  e l l  ( 1 8 5 1 ) ,  extend in^ t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  o f  t h e  main b l o c k ,  
e x h i b i t s  s i m i l a r  bond work,  r o o f  p i t c h ,  and f e n e s t r a t i o n .  Two i n t e r i o r  
chimnevs r i s e  f-om t h e  n o r t h  e l e v a t i o n  and t h e  c e n t e -  e a s t  e l e v a t i o n .  
A two-sto-v,  L-shaped - e a r  DO-ch w i t h  t u r n e d  p o s t s ,  h o r i z o n t a l  r a i l s ,  and 
na-row f l o o r b o a r d s  c o n n e c t s  t h e  main b l o c k  w i t h  t h e  e l l .  F i v e  r e a r  
d o o r s  o f  o - i ~ i n a l  (1851) and  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  d a t e  ( i . e . ,  o c t a a o n a l  
pane led  d o o r s ,  pane and p a n e l  d o o r s ,  m u l t i p a n e  s t o r m  d o o r s )  open o n t o  t h e  
po-ch a t  b o t h  l e v e l s .  The porch. 's  most d i s t i n r m i s h i n e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  is  
t h e  two s i x - o v e r - s i x  s a s h  windows t h a t  comple t e  t h e  s o u t h  f a c a d e  and 
f e n e s t - a t e  t h e  p o r c h  w a l l .  

Tbe i n t e - i o r  o f  Willow Shade c o n s i s t s  o f  two f u l l  f l o o r s  and t h e  E n p l i s h  
baqement .  The f l o o -  u l a n  is  L-shaned, composed o f  t h e  s y m m e t r i c a l  f o u r -  
-oom m a i n , b l o c k  w i t h  c e n t e r  s t a i r  and t h e  two--oom e l l  w i t h  i t s  s i d e  
ha l lwav .  S i n c e  t h e  e l 1  was usea  f o r  u t i l i t a - i a n  p u r p o s e s  ( i . e . ,  house-  
k e e n i n p  f u n c t i o n s ,  h i r e d  h e l p  o u a c t e r s ,  s t o r a g e ) ,  t h e r e  was no c o n n e c t i o n  
between t h e  second f l o o r  o f  t h e  main b l o c k  and t h e  e l l .  Onlv a  f i r s t -  
f l o o -  d o o r  a d j o i n e d  t h e  two s t r u c t u r e s ,  l e a d i n p  down a ha l lway  t o  a  narrow 
- e a r  s t a i r  t h a t  l e d  t o  t h e  e l l ' s  second f loo - .  The E n e l i s h  basement  h a s  
th-ee e n t r i e s 1  t h e  p e a r  pocch and t h e  s o u t h  and  n o r t h  e l e v a t i o n s .  The 
qou th  d o o r  once  l e d  t o  a b r i c k e d - i n  ha l lway  t h a t  was opened i n  1988 t o  
l l l o w  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  basement  -ooms. The n o r t h  d o o r  l e a d s  t o  t h e  o r i e i n a l  
k i t c h e n  w i t h  i ts  l a v e  b r i c k  h e a r t h  f i r e p l a c e .  Both  t h e  k i t c h e n  and 
q u r i n u  -oom w i t h  i t s  c o n s t a n t  f l ow o f  w a t e r  l i e  u n d e r  t h e  e l l .  O f  t h e  
f r o n t  basement  rooms w i t h  t h e i -  s i x - o v e r - s i x  s a s h  windows, t h e  n o r t h w e s t  
s i d e  is  a contempo-a-y e f f i c i e n c y  l i v i n e  s p a c e  b e a n  i n  1988  and t h e  s o u t h -  
e a s t  s i d e  is  s t o r a ~ e  a-ea.  

The f i r s t  f l o o r  o f  t h e  main b l o c k  is  d i v i d e d  by  t h e  c e n t e -  en t -y  ha l lway .  
A s t a i -wav ,  comuosed o f  two s t a i r c a s e s  i n t e r r u p t e d  b y  a l a n d i n g ,  is made 
of  two t u r n e d  b a l u s t e r s  t o  a t r e a d  and a n  o c t a e o n a l  newel  p o s t  w i t h  a  
round cap .  The f -on t  e n t r y  is o u t l i n e d  by  a wide  s u r r o u n d  and r e c t a n p u -  
l a -  l i n t e l  w i t h  a h o r i z o n t a l  i n c i s e d  o v a l  m o t i f .  An o c t a p o n a l  f o u r - p a n e l  
d o o r ,  l e s s  e l a b o r a t e l y  emphas ized ,  l e a d s  t o  t h e  r e a r  p o r c h  from t h e  h a l l .  
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The h a l l  f l o o r i n p  o f  s i x - i n c h  p i n e  f l o o r b o a r d s  is c o n t i n u e d  t h r o u p h o u t  
t h e  s t r u c t u - e .  T o  t h e  s o r l t h e a s t  o f  t h e  h a l l  i s  t h e  f o r m a l  p a r i o - .  Here 
a l s o ,  a s  s e e n  i n  t h e  f o u r  main b l o c k  -ooms, i s  t h e  u s e  o f  wide s u r r o u n d s  
o u t l i n i n e  windows and o c t a ~ o n a l  pane led  d o o r s .  The l i n t e l  p a t t e r n  f o r  
t h e  oa- lo-  i s  a  sc-011 sawn o e e e  m o t i f .  The f i r e ~ l a c e  i s  t h e  room's  f o c a l  
n n i n t  w i t h  i t s  molded m a n t e l  and ca-ved c e n t e r  m e d a l l i o n .  F l a n k i n p  t h e  
h a l l  o o p o s i t e  t h e  p a - l o r  i s  a similar room w i t h  a  r e c t a n e u l a r  p a n e l  w i t h i n  
e a c h  d o o r  and window l i n t e l .  T h i s  f i r e p l a c e  has  a  s c r o l l - s a w n  oeee  m o t i f  
m a n t e l .  A l l  f i r e p l a c e s  i n  t h e  house  have b r i c k  h e a r t h s .  

The s e c o n d - f l o o r  -ooms echo  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o -  i n    la cement, floor in^, and 
u s e  o f  wide su- rounds ,  t h o u ~ h  once  a ~ a i n  e a c h  room is  i n d i v i d u a l i z e d  w i t h  
w o ~ d w o r k i n u  p a t t e r n s .  The bedroom above t h e  p a r l o r  ( s o u t h  room) has  
f l u t e d  sur -ounds  a ~ d  l i n t e l s  w i t h  c o r n e r  b l o c k s .  The f i r e p l a c e  b o a s t s  a n  
e x c e l l e n t  examole o f  f a u x  m a r b l i n ~  on  t h e  m a n t e l .  The s e c o n d - f l o o r  l a n d -  
 in^ h a s  wide peaked l i n t e l s  above  t h e  f r o n t  h a l l  window, b o t h  bedroom 
doo-s ,  and a d o o r  l e a d i n e  t o  t h e  r e a r  p o r c h .  Across  t h e  h a l l  t h e  second 
bedroom ( n o r t h  room) r e u e a t s  t h e  f a u x  m a r b l i n e  on t h e  m a n t e l  a s  s e e n  i n  
t h e  p r e v i o u s  bed-oom, b u t  u t i l i z e s  more modes t  wide  molded s u r r o u n d s  and 
l i n t e l s  t o  o u t l i n e  t h e  windows and d o o r s .  Two a l t e r a t i o n s  e x i s t  i n  t h i s  
room. A nar-ow c l o s e t  w i t h  a fou- -pane l  hand-n ra ined  d o o r  w a s  b u i l t  o u t  
*-om t h e  w a l l  n e x t  t o  t h e  f i r e p l a c e  a t  a n  e a r l i e r  d a t e .  A l s o ,  a doo- c u t  
th-onuh t o  a s m a l l  -oom i n  t h e  e l l  l e a d s  t o  a  1988 ba throom.  i l o l d i n ~ s  
a-nund t h i s  d o o r  - e p l i c a t e  t h e  -oom's s u r r o u n d s .  

Access  t o  t h e  t w o - s t o r v  e l l  is  t h r o u ~ h  a . f i r s t - f l o o -  d o o r  i n  t h e  f -ont  
no-th -oom of  t h e  main b l o c k  a?d t h c o u ~ h  t h e  - e a r  o f  t h e  main h a l l .  Two 
-ooms open o n t o  a ha l lway  t h e  l e n p t h  o f  t h e  e l l .  The f i r s t  room c l o s e s t  
t o  t h e  main b l o c k  e x h i b i t s  modes t  molded sur -ounds  and l i n t e l s ,  and a 
molded m a n t e l  above t h e  f i r e p l a c e .  The second room, a t  t h e - e n d  o f  t h e  h a l l ,  
was once  used  a s  a k i t c h e n .  Windows and d o o r  sur -ounds  a r e  made o f  r a i s e d  
mold in^ w i t h  c o r n e r  b l o c k s .  The f i r e p l a c e  w i t h  i t s  b r i c k  h e a r t h  has  a 
s c r o l l - s a w n  opee m o t i f  m a n t e l  and  i s  f l a n k e d  by  two c l o s e t s  b u i l t  o u t  from 
t h e  w a l l .  Between t h e  two d o w n s t a i r s  rooms a nar row s t a i r c a s e  w i t h  s q u a r e  
b a l u s t e r s  and a n  o c t a ~ o n a l  b a n i s t e r  l e a d s  t o  t h e  s e c o n d - f l o o r  o f  t h e  e l l .  
A s  D-ev ious lv  men t ioned ,  a small bedroom once  used f o r  h i r e d  h e l p  was 
a d a p t e d  i n  1988 f o r  a bathroom w i t h  access t o  t h e  n o r t h  bedroom i n  t h e  
main b l o c k .  A small o o r t i o n  o f  t h e  s e c o n d - f l o o r  h a l l  t h a t  once  l e d  t o  
t h i s  c o n v e r t e d  bedroom was e n c l o s e d  t h e  same y e a r  f o r  u s e  as a small b a t h -  
room, accommodat ine t h e  e l l ' s  s econd  f l o o r .  The rear  bedroom w i t h  i t s  
co -ne r  b l o c k s  and f l u t e d  s u r r o u n d s  o u t l i n i n g  t h e  windows and d o o r s  has  a 
f i - e p l a c e  w i t h  a s i m p l e  m a n t e l  s h e l f  f l a n k e d  b y  two c l o s e t s  b u i l t  o u t  f r o m  
t h e  w a l l .  I n  t h e  r i g h t  c l o s e t  is a h i d i n e  p l a c e  b u i l t  a t  t h e  time of  
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c o n s t - u c t i o n .  Access  is  bv l i f t i n g  o u t  a small p i e c e  o f  c l o s e t  f l o o r i n e  
a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  e n t i r e  c l o s e t  t h r e s h o l d .  The d i m e n s i o n s  o f  t h e  a c c e s s  
o a n e l  is 7 6  i n c h e s  l o n ~  bv 1 4  i n c h e s  wide .  I t  was o b v i o u s l y  done a t  t h e  
t i m e  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n  because  t h e  s e v e n  b o a r d s  o f  t h e  c l o s e t  floor in^ 
a c c e s s  p a n e l  e x a c t l y  match t h e  s e v e n  random w i d t h  b o a r d s  on t h e  f l o o r  
o f  t h e  -oom. C o n s t r u c t i o n  is done bv  t h e  f l a t  headed n a i l s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d .  
The a c c e s s  p a n e l  l i f t s  o u t  t o  meveal a  h o l e  44 i n c h e s  deep  by 56 i n c h e s  
l o n v  bv 184 i n c h e s  wide.  The f l o o r  of  t h e  h o l e  is  wood and is  j u s t  above 
t h e  c e i l i n p  of  t h e  c l o s e t  i n  t h e  -oom below.  The walls ape  b r i c k  and a c e  
t h e  e x t e r i o r  w a l l s  o f  t h e  house ,  The o n l y  i t em found i n  t h e  h o l e  was a n  
a r t i f i c i a l  l e u  f o r  a pi-1 o r  woman o m  a yount? boy. The owners  have n o t  
d a t e d  t h e  l e u  v e t ,  b u t  it is made of  c a r v e d  wood ( r e s e m b l i n e  a  shoe  l a s t )  
uu t o  m i d - c a l f ,  connec ted  t o  a n e t a l  h i n n e  and a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  t h i ~ h  by a 
L e a t h e r  s t r a p .  

' d i l l ow Shade  h a s  a lwavs  been  used as a r e s i d e n c e :  t h e r e f o r e ,  i ts o r i p i n a l  
c h a r a c t e -  has  b e e n  m a i n t a i n e d  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  w i t h o u t  m a j o r  a l t e r a t i o n s .  
Onlv contemuo-a-v u t i l i t i e s  f i . e . ,  plumb in^, e l e c t r i c i t y ,  h e a t i n e )  have 
been  i n t - o d a c e d .  C e t e r i o r a t i o n  d u c i n p  t h e  l as t  t w e n t y  y e a r s  h a s  caused  
t h e  D-esen t  owners ,  X-. and 1Xrs. David P a r r y ,  t o  u n d e r t a k e  t h e  c u r r e n t  
- e n a i r  o r  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  i n t e - i o r  woodwork, window s a s h ,  f l o o r i n e ,  p l a s t e r ,  
 of, and p o r c h e s  b e u i n n i n n  i n  1986.  lblost o f  t h e  work,  e x e c u t e d  by m a s t e r  
c r a f t s m a n  W i l l i a m  J e l i n e k ,  has  been  t h e  r e p a i r  o f  o r i ~ i n a l  m a t e r i a l s  and 
o n l v  when a b s o l u t e l v  n e c e s s a r v  have r e p l a c e m e n t  p a r t s  been  in t -oduced  t o  
t h e  s t r u c t u - e .  Willow Shade w i l l  s t a n d  a s  a n  e x c e l l e n t  example o f  q u a l i t y  
- e s t o - a t i o n  wo-k and c o n t r i b u t e  immeasu-eably t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c  f a b r i c  of  
bo th  7 r e d e r i c k  Countv and t h e  s t a t e  o f  V i r p i n i a .  

Pour  o u t b u i l d i n e s  accompany t h e  house on t h e  4.5 a c r e s ,  t h e - m o s t  p romi-  
nen t  he in^ a r e p l a c e m e n t  b a r n  b u i l t  i n  t h e  mid-1960s t h a t  s i t s  on  p a r t  
o f  t h e  o - i ~ i n a l  r u b b l e  w a l l  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  f o u r - s t o r y  s h e e p  b a r n  
e r e c t e d  bv Willa Ca them ' s  p r a n d f a t h e r  and  h i s  s o n s .  The f o u n d a t i o n  makes 
~ ~ s e  o f  a  l i m e s t o n e  ou tc ropp in r r  and n a t u c a l  f i e l d  s t o n e  which  o r i e i n a l l y  
was much l a r u e -  t h a n  is  u - e s e n t l y  v i s i b l e .  The w i d e n i n e  o f  Pou te  50 
a b o u t  1965-1970 caused  t h e  a d j u s t m e n t  o f  a d i r t  d r iveway  t h a t  p a s s e d  t h e  
b a r n  on  t h e  wes t  s i d e  l e a d i n e  t o  t h e  h o u s e ,  t h e r e b y  p r e c i p i t a t i n g  t h e  
-emoval o f  a p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  o r i e i n a l  f o u n d a t i o n .  The p r e s e n t  s i n e l e - s t o r y ,  
t h - ee -by - f ive  bay  ba-n o f  v e r t i c a l  b o a r d  s i d i n g  w i t h  m u l t i p a n e  f i x e d  
windows and a n  open-end e a s t  f a c a d e ,  r i s e s  t o  a n  a s y m m e t r i c a l  seam m e t a l  
r o o f .  D i r e c t l y  b e h i n d  t h e  house  s t a n d s  a t h r e e - b a y  c a r  s h e d ,  c i r c a  1965, 
w i t h  v e r t i c a l  board  s i d i n ~ ,  d imens ion  lumber  s u p p o r t s ,  f i x e d  pane windows, 
and d i - t  f l o o r i n p .  The n o r t h  bay  is  e n c l o s e d  f o r  s t o r a e e .  Beyond t h e  
ca-  shed t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  is  a c l a p b o a r d - s i d e d  c h i c k e n  coop ,  circa-.  1945- 
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loqQ. L O P  s i 1 ~ ~ o r t s  - a i s e  t h e  c o n p w i t h  i t s  p l a n k  floo- in^ above  p round ,  
Two th-ee-hv- f ive  Dane f i x e d  windows ( o n e  m i s s i n e )  l i e h t  t h e  s t - u c t u r e  
w h i l e  e ~ t r v  is t h ~ o u ~ h  a  w e s t  s i d e  o p e n i n p .  The s h e d  -oof is  s h e a t h e d  
w i t h  m e t a l .  F a - t h e s t  t o  t h e  e a s t  upon a small h i l l  s t a n d s  a  machine s h e d ,  
c i - c a  l o h n ,  w i t h  a seam m e t a l  l o o f ,  v e r t i c a l  b o a r d  s i d i n ~ ,  and la -pe  s o u t h  
f a c a d e  o ~ e n i n ~ .  
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J u s t i f i c a t i o n  o f  C r i t e r i a  

Willow Shade is  e l i ~ i b l e  f o r  - e ~ i s t r a t i o n  a s  a h i s t o r i c  landmark unde- 
" i t e r i a  C as a s t r u c t u r e  t h a t  embodies  t h e  d i s t i n c t i v e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  
o f  I).-e-Civil War r u r a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  N o r t h e r n  V i r ~ i n i a .  The s t r u c t u r e  
i s  a l s o  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  W i l l a  C a t h e r ,  t h e  renowned American a u t h o r ,  who 
s p e n t  h e r  f i - s t  n i n e  v e a r s  o f  l i f e  w i t h  h e r  ~ a r e n t s  a t  k i l l o w  Shade 
(1874-1883) .  l a t e r  s h e  would immor ta l i ze  t h e  house  i n  t h e  e p i l o ~ u e  of  
be- l a s t  n o v e l ,  Sauuhi -a  and t h e  S l a v e  "irl ( 1 9 4 0 ) .  

H i s t o r i c a l  aacke round  

W i l l a  C a t h e r ' s  P-andfathe- ,  Wi l l iam C a t h e r ,  p u r c h a s e d  130 a c r e s 1  o f  
J e r e m i a h  S m i ~ h ' s  n d ,  known as F l i n t  D i d u e  (now S o r e ,  V i r ~ i n i a ) ,  on 
2" S e ~ t e m b e -  1851.' J e r e m i a h  Smi th  was a n  e i ~ h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  f r o n t i e r  
s e t t l e r  and l a r ~ e  p r o u e r t y  owner i n  t h e  a r e a  known as t h e  J a c k  Creek 
V a l l e y  o f  F r e d e r i c k  Countv.  H i s  ~ c a n d d a u ~ h t e r ,  Emi ly  Ann C a r o l i n e  S m i t h ,  
mar r i ed  Wi l l iam C a t h 3 r  and t o p e t h e r  t h e v  b u i l t  Willow Shade  s h o r t l v  a f t e r  
ou -chas inp  t h e  l a n d .  The C a t h e r s  were a p r o m i n e n t  and e d u c a t e d  f a m i l y  
who had farmed i n  t h e  Back Creek  r e e i o n  s i n c e  t h e  l a t e  e i e h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  
and W i l l a ' s  P-eat  v a n d f a t h e r ,  James C a t h e r ,  s e r v e d  two t e r m s  i n  t h e  
V i - u i n i a  Fouse o f  C e l e ~ a t e s .  Her w a n d f a t h e r ,  W i l l i a m ,  a U n i o n i s t  
du- in^ t h e  C i v i l  ;Varr a l l o w e d  fb'illow Shade t o  s e r v e  a s  h e a d q u a r t e r s  f o r  
Cnion Armv o f ' i c e r s , '  b u t  a s  a h u m a n i t a r i a n  he t u r n e d  the6house  i n t o  a  
C o n f e d e r a t e  emerFencv h o s p i t a l  du- in^ a  m e a s l e s  e p i d e m i c .  

Most f a m i l i e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  o p e r a t e d  s u b s i s t e n c e  f a rms  and  ea rned  a n  income 
f-om l i v e s t o c k  o r  m i l l i n g .  Wi l l i am C a t h e r  used  t h e  l i m e s t o n e  and h i l l y  
t e r r a i n  of  h i s p p r o p e r t y  t o  r a i s e  s h e e p  f o r  t h e  B a l t i m o r e  and Washine ton ,  
C . C . ,  m a r k e t s .  A lone  w i t h  h i s  s o n s ,  he b u i l t  a  f o u r - s t o r y  b a r n  w i t h  a  
m i l l .  t o  u-ind f eed  f o r R h i s  s h e e p .  T h i s  b a r n  bu rned  o f  s p o n t a n e o u s  com- 
b u s t i o n  i n  e a r l y  1883. 

Willow Shade ,  as d e s c r i b e d  i n  a c r i t i c a l  b i o e r a p h y  o f  Willa C a t h e r ,  
" g i v e s  a n  i m ~ r e s s i o n  o f  i n d e s t r u c t i b l e  s o l i d i t y ;  b u t  t h e  m o l d i n e s ,  and 
t h e  woodwork o f  t h e  e n t ~ a n c e  l a c k  t h e  f i n e n e s s  as w e l l  as t h e  e l a b o r a t i o n  
t h a t  g i v e  t o  t h e  o l d  h o u s e s  i n  t h e  b e s t  s t r e e t s  o f  W i n c h e s t e r  s o  g r a c e f u l  
a  charm. "' C o n t r a r y  t o  t h a t  a u t h o r ' s  o p i n i o n ,  Willow Shade i s  a n  example 
o f  f i n e  c - a f t smansh ip  and woodworkine f o r  p r e - C i v i l  War F r e d e r i c k  County.  
T h o u ~ h  t h e  house is  un impos ine ,  it e x h i b i t s  a d e t a i l i n g  and i n d i v i d u a l i t y  
mare ly  s e e n  i n  o t h e r  a r e a  r u r a l  houses  o f  t h e  same p e r i o d .  A l s o ,  no o t h e r  
s t r u c t u r e  h a s  been  documented i n  F r e d e r i c k  County  o r  W i n c h e s t e r  as h a v i n g  
f u l l  s a s h  windows a t  one  end o f  a n  open p o r c h ,  e i v i n e  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  a 
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cornnlete  end f a c a d e ,  a s  d o e s  Willow Shade.  

V i l l o w  Shade was c o n s z r u c t ~ d  w i t h  a e s t h e t i c ,  a s  w e l l  a s  s e r v i c e a b l e  
s t t - i b u t e s .  The basement  k i t c h e n  w i t h  i t s  " l a - ~ e  f i - e p l a c e  and c-ane 
f o -  heavv ~ o t s "  was d e s c r i b e d  a s  " i n t e c e s t i n ~ ,  c o m f o ~ t a b l e . " ~ ~  V e p e t a b l e s  
we-P s to-ed  i n  t h e  c o o l  back  ?oom a d i a c e n t  t o  t h e  k i t c h e n  whe-e wate- 

t h e  n q ~ ~ n t a i n  b e h i ~ d  t h e  h o i ~ s e  e n e - ~ e d  i n  a s c r i n ~  t h a t  s t i l l  f lows  
i n t o  t h i s  -oom t o d a v .  

Z a m p n e ~ s  f-om t h e  humid F - e d e r i c k  County c l i m a t e  and t h e  s ~ r i n ~  s u u p l y -  
i n m  w a t e r  t o  Willow Shade  d i r e c t l v  i n t o  t h e  house ,  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  tube--  
c u l o s i s  and d i u h t h e ~ i a  i n  W i  am C a t t e r ' s  b r o t h e r s  and  d a u ~ n t e r s ,  a s  
w e l l  a s  h i s  own DOO- h e a l t h .  " S v e s t u a l l y  . N i l l a ' s  r r a n d f a t h e -  moved 
t o  Veb-aska i n  s e a c c h  O F  a d - i e r  c l i m a t e  and t o  l i v e  n e a r  h i s  s o n ,  ?eorwe, 
who a l - eadv  pes ided  t h e r e .  

I n  1874 William l e f t  Willow Shade i n  t h e  cave  o f  h i s  o t h e r  s o n ,  Cha- les ,  
who was l i v i n a  w i t h  h i s  w i f e  o f  one vea-,  V i r p i n i a  s o a k  C a t h e r ,  $9 h i s  
mothe- - in- law 's  f-ame house i n  "o-e t o  t h e  w e s t  o f  Wil low S h a d e .  
Cha - l e s  and V i - ~ i n i a  we-e m a r r i e d  i n  1872 and by r ecember  1873 t h e y  had 
u r o d ~ ~ c e d  t h e i -  f i - s t  c h i l d ,  a p i r l  named W i l e l l a  f o r  C h a r l e s ' s  v o u n ~ e s t  
s i s t e -  who d i e d  u-ematu-elv o f  t u b e - c u l o s i s .  K n o y ~  t o  he- f a m i l v  a s  W i l l i e ,  
' ; ! i lolla would l a t e r  choose  t o  c a l l  h e - s e l f  N i l l a .  

W i l l a  l i v e d  a t  Willow Shade w i t h  s u b s e a v e n t  s i b l i n ~ s  f o -  n i n e  v e a k s ,  
c - ea t inm t h e  memo-ies t h a t  would e v e n t u a l l v  e m e v e  i n  he- l a s t  n o v e l ,  
S a n n h i r a  3 r d  t h e  S l a v e  G i r l  ( 1 0 4 0 ) .  I n  t h e  b o o k ' s  e p i l o ~ u e  s h e  p l a c e s  
h e r s e l f  i n  he- m o t h e r ' s  bed-oom ( second  f l o o r ,  s o u t h  -oom) and w r i t e s :  

I could s e e  t h e  c l o u d s  d r i v e  a c r o s s  t h e  b - i e h t ,  
c o l d  b l u e  s k v ,  t h r o w i n e  r a p i d  shadows on  t h e  s t e e ~  
h i l l s i d e s .  The s la t s  o f  t h e  F-een window s h u t t e r s  
r a t t l e d ,  t h e  l i m p  c o r d a p e  o f  t h e  m e a t  w i l l o w  t - e e s  
i n  t h e  y a r d  was whipped and t o s s e d  f u r i o u s l v  bv 
t h e  wind. 

I had been  p u t  i n t o  mv m o t h e r ' s  bed s o  t h a t  I 
cou ld  wa tch  t h e  t u r n p i k e ,  t h e n  a macadam r o a d  w i t h  
a b l u e  l i m e s t o n e  f a c i n ~ .  It  r a n  v e r y  n e a r  u s ,  be-  
tween t h e  l i t t l e  c-eek a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  o u r  l o n e  
f r o n t  va rd  and t h e  b a s e  o f  t h e  h i p  h i l l s  which 
s h u t  t h e  w i n t e -  s u n  from u s  e a r l y .  p5 
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The bi,-qinrr o f  t h e  fou-+to-v s h e e p  b a r n  i n  1863 was t h e  i m p e t u s  fo -  
Wi.l1a1s 'a the-  t o  move t o  Neb-aska and i o i n  t h e  - e s t  o f  h i s  f a m i l y .  
i n  +h-ua-v of  t h a t  v e a r  t h e  fa-n was a u c t i o n e d  f o r  $ 00 t o  C.avid F- ies  
snd bv AD-il t h e  f a m i l v  was on t h e i -  wav t o  Nebraska .  Willow Shade 
-emai?e< i n  t h e  F- ies  f a m i l v  f o r  f o r t v  v e a 7 s  u n t i l  1 7  November i$23 
wh,en i t  w a s  conveved t o  C h a r l e s  I+!. P o o l e .  The e s t a t e  o f  C h a r l e s  M .  
F o o l e  t h e n  s o l d  t h e  house t o  P4-. and M - s .  S a v i d  Par-v i n  1985 .  

1. E.K.  B-own, wills C a t h e r ,  A C r i t i c a l  i 3 i o e r a ~ h x  (New York: A l f r e d  
A .  Knopf,  l o ' ? ) ,  9 - 1 2 .  

2. Mild red  Q .  S e n n e t t ,  The Wo-ld o f  Willa C a t h e r  ( L i n c o l n .  Nebraska :  
I J n i v e r s i t v  o f  Yeb-aska F r e s s ,  l o 6 1 ) ,  p.5.  

3. B e n n e t t ,  c .5 .  

ca- land Q .  Q u a - l e s ,  Some Old Homes i n  F-ede-ick C o u n t v ,  V i r p i n i a  
( W i n c h e s t e r .  V i r ~ i n i a r  Fa-mers and Iv~e rchan t s  N a t i o n a l  Hank, 1 0 7 1 ) ,  

6 .  James Woodress ,  Willa Cathe- ,  A L i t e - s r v  L i f e  ( L i n c o l n ,  9 e b r a s k a :  
I i n i v e r s i t v  o f  " lebraska  P - e s s ,  1 0 8 7 ) ,  p .16 .  

7 .  Wood-ess, u .21 .  

8. B e n n e t t ,  p .18 .  

1 0 .  Woodress ,  p .  15 .  

11. B e n n e t t ,  p .7  and Woodress ,  p.16. 

12 .  B e n n e t t .  p .10 .  

1 3 .  E d i t h  Lewis ,  Willa C a t h e r  L i v i n r ,  A P e c s o n a l  Q e c o r d  (New Yorkt 
A l f r e d  A .  Knopf,  1953), p . 5 .  
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1 5 .  Wills Cather ,  Sannhi-a and the  S l a v e  "irl (New 3 ~ k :  Alf-ed A .  
x n o ~ f ,  1961, s i x t h  p-in tin^), p.270 .  
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a ~ d  a s  -eco-ded i n  Deed Sank 380,  Fawe 579 be tween  C h a r l e s  k:a-tin Poo le  
t o  ba fae  P o o l e  Pove.  W i n i f r e d  Foole  J u t l e -  and P a u l i n e  Foo le  P i t c o c k .  

The boundarv  b e p i n s  a t  P o i c t  A ,  t h e  n o r t h e a s t e r n  c o r n e r  of t h e  r e c o r d e d  
u l a t  a ~ d  u r o c e e d s  i n  a  s o u t h w e s t e - l v  d i r e c t i o n  f o r  670.45 '  t o  P o i n t  B, 
t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  F r e d e r i c k  Countv Q o u t e  688. Thence it o r o c e e d s  f rom 
P o i n t  9 i? a n o r t h w e s t e r l v  d i r e c t i o n  follow in^ t h e  10-th s i d e  o f  s a i d  
D o u t e  668 f a -  198 .48 '  t o  P o i n t  C ,  t h e  s o u t h w e s t e - n  c o r n e r  o f  s a i d  p l a t .  
F-om P o i n t  C t h e  bounda rv  c o n t i n u e s  i n  a n o r t h w e s t e - l y  d i r e c t i o n ,  c -oss -  
i?r a d i - t  d-ivewav f o r  8 0 . 7 2 '  t o  P o i n t  D, w e s t  o f  t h e  d i r t  d r i veway .  

A t  P o i n t  D t h e  bounda-v o r o c e e d s  n o r t h w e s t e - l v ,  arc in^ s l i ~ h t l y  t o  t h e  
e a s t ,  fn- auu -ox ima te lv  h03.k11 t o  P o i n t  E ,  a  p o i n t  app -ox ima te lv  15' 
f-om t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  c r e e k .  F-om P o i n t  E t h e  boundary  c o n t i n u e s  
'n a  n o - t h w e s t e r l v  d i r e c t i o n  fo -  51 .08 '  t o  P o i n t  F on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  
s a i d  c-eek.  A t  P o i n t  F it u-oceeds i n  a n o r t h e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  f o r  
?70.84 '  t o  P o i n t  A ,  t h e  p o i n t  o f  b e ~ i n n i n ~ .  
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