‘8. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions {(enter categories from instructions)
Domesticy single dwelline Comestic: sinegle dwelline

Work 1n Drogress

7. Description
Architeclural Classification Matarials (snter categories from instructions)
{enter categories from instructions)

~ . foundation B”} ck

reek Pevival walls Brick
roof falvanized seam metal
other Wood

Describe present and historic physical appearance.
Summary Lescrintion

Willow Shade, valued fo» both its architectural and historic sienificance,
is an excellent example of pre-Civil War awrchitecture built in the verna-
cular late "reek Revival style. It was the childhood home of author Wwilla
Cathe» and was built bv he» orandfather, William Cather, in 1851. Located
on the east side of the historic Northwest Turnpike (present-day Route 50C),
the road leadine from Winchester, Vireinia, to Romney, West Viresinia, this
th»ee-story brick house is cradled between limestcone hills to its east and
the rise in grade of Poute 530 to its west. A constant flowins creek and
the remainine willow trees, hence the house's name, erace the front vard
as thev have since the structure's beginnines. Four outbuildines accompany
the house, the most prominent beine a 10608 replacement barn erected on
the o~irinal foundation of the Cather barn that burned in 1883, As did
the first bharn, today's replacement dominates a limestone outcroppine to
the south of the house, Nirectlv behind the house is a car shed built
about 1965 and followine a dirt vath to the east is a 1945-1950 chicken
coop, To the southeast stands a machine shed built around 1960,

Willow Shade's outstandine and unaltered interior exhibits a center hall
symmetrical floo» plan with bold, individually styled woodworkine in each
-oom., Faux marble mantels, hand-erained doors, and individually patterned
window and door surrounds accentuate each of the main four rooms. A rear
two-story ell built in 1851 with the main block contains conservative
interior detailine as is usually found in more utilitarian quarters. The
Eneglish basement houses the larege kitchen fireplace, running sprineg,
storage vooms, and contemvorary livine quarters beeun in 1988,

Architectural Analysis

Willow Shade, a vernacular late Greek Revival-style house (1851), is a
five-by-three bay, rectansular plan structure with a three-by-two bay
rear ell to the northeast. A brick American bond facade rises from an
Enslish basement two sStories tall to the corbeled brick eaves that edge

a esradually sloped, almost flat, roof of galvanized seam metal. Interior
stepped double end chimneys aesthetically balance the north-south eleva-
tions. Six-over-six sash windows outlined with block lintels and molded
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8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

[nationatty  [_| statewide KT ocally

Applicable National Fegister Criteria [ JA [y]B [Xc []o
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA (18 [_jc [Jo [Je [Jfr e

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Sigm‘gcam Dates
1851

A»cnitecture 1851-1883
18731-1E813

Literature

Culturai Affitiation
NA

Significant Person Architect/Builder
Cathe~, Willa Sibert Unknown

State signiticance of property, and justity criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

Statement of Sienificance

N#illow Shade is an excellent example of pre-Civil War »ural architecture
in Northern Viveinia, Its vernacular late Greek Revival-style ornamenta-
tion illustr»ates a residence of qualitv not often seen in the Back Creek
District of Frederick Countv, Viresinia. The American novelist, willa
Cather (1873-1047), winner of the Pulitzer Prize and the first woman to
»eceive an honorarv degree from Princeton University, spent her early
childhood at Willow Shade. The house was built bv her erandfather,
William Cather, shortly after he purchased the property in 1851, Wwilla
Cather, at the ase of one, moved into the house with her parents, Charles
and Virecinia Boak Cather in 1874 after her erandparents left to reside im
Nebraska with their son, Georse, The Cathers lived at Willow Shade until
1887 when a fire destroved the sheep barn and compelled the family to
‘nin thei» relatives in Nebraska. Thoush only nine years old at the time
of her departure from Vireginia, Willa later recalled her first childhood
home in her last novel, Sapphira and the Slave Girl (1940C), and recreated
Willow Shade and the surroundine Back Creek environment upon its pares.

Willow Shade retains much of its origsinal inteerity with few alterations
over the vears. The front vard is not as larese as it once was due to the
widenine of the old Northwest Turnpike (Route 50) about 1965-1970. The
formal carden is rcone, as are many of the laree willow trees and a rustic
foot bridee that once crossed the currently flowine creek. By 1863
William Cather owned 304 acres on both sides of the turnpike. Today the
immediate 4.5 acres create a condensed impression of the limestone hills,
outeroppings, fields, and woods that once comprised the entive Cather

provertiyv.
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[:I See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

E] preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested II] State historic preservation office
[:] previousty listed in the National Register [:]Other State agency
{:]previously determined eligible by the National Register D Federal agency
Ddesignaled a National Historic Landmark [j Local government
Drecordad by Historic American Buildings D University
Survey # X1 other
Dfecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify reposilory:
Record # Nebraska State Historical Society

Vireinia Division of Histeric Landmarks

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property 4.521 acres

UTM References
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Verbal Boundary Description Verbal Boundary Description

511 that certain lot, piece or parcel of land with the buildines and
improvements thereon and avpurtenances thereto appertainine, now known
as the Willow Shade propertyv as recorded on a plat showing a portion of

the estate of Charles M. Poole (5/6/1985) in Frederick County, Vireinia
Sae continuation sheet

Boundary Justilication
The bounds have been drawn to include the house, outbuildines and land

upon which they stand as recorded in Frederick County Deed Book 380,
Pace 570 and as illustrated on the May 6, 1985 plat of the Charles M.

Foole estate.

[:]See continuation sheet

11, Form Prepared By

nameftitle Karen C. Clay
organization date May 12, 1989
street & number _219 West Monmouth Street telephone (703) 662~8919

city or town Winchester state _Virginia  zip code 22601






















