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7. Description 
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SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

The Middletown Historic District is located in southwest Frederick County in the lower 
Shenandoah Valley. The town developed along the great wagon road, later called the Valley Pike 
and now designated U.S. Rt. 11 or Main Street within the town limits. Although oral tradition 
suggests other names, the town was established as Middletown (or Middleton) by the General 
Assembly on May 4, 1794 at the request of Dr. Peter Senseney, who laid out the original sixty- 
acre plan of half-acre lots. Middletown was chartered by Frederick County in 1796 and 
incorporated in 1878. Unlike neighboring towns, Stephens City, five miles to the north and 
Strasburg, five miles south, Middletown is not at an intersection of important trade routes. which 
may account for its limited commercial development. The Historic District takes in all eligible 
properties within the original platted town, plus a large area on Main Street north of First Street 
almost to the town limits, an area of approximately 100 acres. The boundaries include most of 
three north-south streets, Church. Main and Senseney, and buildings on some eastlwest cross 
streets which are numbered First through Sixth. Alleys run parallel to the northlsouth streets along 
the rear property lines. The majority of contributing resources in the historic district are houses 
and their associated buildings. The non-residential historic structures include four specialty shops, 
a theater, four churches, the Town Hall, two former schools, three warehouses and an inn. 
Resources include more than a dozen buildings that incorporate late-eighteenth century vernacular 
log construction. In addition, there are examples of nineteenth century and early twentieth century 
buildings, generally vernacular I-houses, most with Folk Victorian, Greek Revival, Colonial 
Revival, and Queen Anne style additions and details. As the original lot size was a half-acre, large 
yards are the rule rather than the exception, and many have one or more outbuildings including 
board-and-batten sheds, a few barns, some meat houses and almost a dozen privies. One property, 
St. Thomas Chapel (260-5001-0007). a Gothic Revival style church built around 1836 is listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places. Building styles represented include American 
Foursquare. Bungalow/Crafisman. Greek Revival, Queen Anne, Colonial Revival, and Italianate. 
Non-contributing resources within the historic district include eight houses, a strip mall, two low- 
level multi-family buildings, four commercial establishments, and the fire department. The 
remaining non-contributing resources are outbuildings. Houses were sited well back along the 
portion of Main Street that was within the sixty-acre original village, creating a broad 
thoroughfare. Thus they were undisturbed as heavy usage on U.S. Rt. 11 forced its widening. 
Minimal loss of resources. diversity of styles and limited commercial growth present an accurate 
picture of Middletown's long history and development as a cultural and educational center. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

In 1809 Charles Varle said of Middletown that it is "situated on the road to Staunton, and in a 
fine and fertile county, partly limestone land; it contains about 50 houses and 150 souls. Here 
several taverns and stores are kept. A number of mechanics reside here". Middletown is still a 
small town. Unlike others along the Valley Pike, it has experienced minimal commercial growth 
within the core of the old town, and limited commercial growth along its northern and southern 
town limits. New residences are for the most part in subdivisions east and west of the historic 
district and do not intrude visually. Rather glimpses of the Blue Ridge and Massanutten 
Mountains are seen to the south and east and the Allegheny Mountain range is clearly visible from 
most of the resources on the west side of the district. Interstate 81 precludes hrther development 
on the eastern town limits. Cedar Creek Battlefield and other open space, including the National 
Trust property "Belle Grove", protect the town's southern approach. Some commercial buildings 
are at the north entrance to Middletown, where an exit from Interstate 81 intersects with Rt. 624. 
In contrast to the early description of the town, Middletown has few stores and only two 
businesses that serve food and beverages. Only one of these, The Wayside Inn, is within the 
historic district. Rather, the lddletown Historic District is made up primarily of homes, 
churches, and support facilities such as the Town Hall and the Fire Department. 

The only resource in the Middletown Historic District listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places is the Gothic Revival-style St. Thomas Chapel built around 1836. It was restored in the 
1960s and retains its original architectural integrity. Methodism appears to have been the popular 
religious choice among early residents, and they built the first church in Middletown, around 
1800. The building later became the Middletown Mission Church (260-5001-0136) when it was 
conveyed to an African-American congregation in 1872. The present Grace United Methodist 
Church (260-5001-0098). built in 1897, is an unusual Romanesque Revival-style structure with a 
seventy-five-foot tower containing a hand-played carillon. It replaced the former Grace United 
Methodist Church, built around 1852, which is depicted as very similar to St. Thomas Chapel in 
777. Jams  E. Tuylor Sketchbook. Mt. Zion Church (260-5001-0137) was built around 1880 for 
the African-American community, but was converted to a residence in the 1990s. 

There are currently no active public or private schools in Middletown. However, three buildings 
that were previously used for education are in the historic district. Now used as a residence, the 
Middletown School (250-5001-0059) is a Colonial Revival structure, constructed in 1909 and 
used as a school until 1984. When it opened. children from all grades were taught there. A 
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school for African-American children. built around 1939, has also been converted to residential 
use, (260-5001-0134). Town Hall (260-5001-0010). the first school in Middletown when it was 
built around 1880, was used for public education until 1912 when it was deeded to the town and 
the International Order of Odd Fellows. The Lodge conveyed its interest in the building to 
Middletown in 1965, and it continues to house the town government. 

The most imposing structure in the historic district is the town's oldest continuously operated 
business. The Wayside Inn (260-5001-0076). Together with adjoining Lanick's Tavern (260- 
5001-77) and a former residence (260-5001-0071), the property covers most of the 7700 block 
on the west side of Main Street. At the north end is a former residence built around 1870. It is 
representative of the many vernacular I-houses built in the town during the late nineteenth and 
early twentieth centuries, with two stories, weatherboard cladding, a brick chimney and standing- 
seam metal roof Presently used as an office for the inn, this building has a Colonial Revival porch 
with Tuscan columns. Across a wide paved parking area sits the main building of the inn. 
Originally a five-bay, two-story brick structure it was added to in the nineteenth century and again 
in the early twentieth century. The interior was completely renovated by the current owner after a 
fire in 1985, and an early American atmosphere is maintained throughout the two-story brick 
structure. Rocking chairs and decorations on the porch greet guests dining at the large restaurant 
or lodging in the inn. Adjacent to the inn is Lamck's Tavern, which probably pre-dates the inn. It 
is two stories, brick and frame on a stone foundation. Substantial alterations to both Lanick's 
Tavern and the Wayside Inn have caused the loss of design integrity, materials and workmanship. 

Church Street, within the historic district, has all single-family dwellings excepting Town Hall and 
St. Thomas Chapel. it is a quiet, tree-lined street with only a few twentieth-century buildings. 

The log cabin on a stone foundation, located at 7805 Church Street, was probably built by its first 
owner. Ezer Ellis, in 1804 (260-5001-0002). After passing through eight owners it became the 
property of Sarah A. Willey who sold it to Abraham Jenkins in 1872. His wife, Caroline Jenkins, 
presumed to be a freed slave, died there in 1907 without direct descendents. A nephew inherited 
the property and his descendents still retain title to the V-notched log, single-story cabin that is 
virtuallv unaltered. 

Other Church Street houses that began as log structures but have been considerably altered are 
7945 Church Street (260-5001 -20). which may have a log rear section and 7948 Church Street 
(260-5001-0021 ), a two-story wood frame and log house with weatherboard siding built around 
1820. 

Three brick houses on Church Street are contributing resources (260-5001-0003, 260-5001 -0006, 
and 260-5001-0030). All are five-course Americpbond, two-story, vernacular dwellings, built in 
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the first half of the nineteenth century. The house at 7845 Church Street (260-5001-0006) is the 
only example in Middletown of a bricMog house with an attached brick kitchen. In 1846, Achilles 
G. Willey bought parts of two original town lots and almost certainly built the brick house at 8030 
Church Street (260-5001-0030) himself Family members were long-time masons. The Achilles 
Willey family sold the house in 1888 to Amos B. Ludwig who kept it until 1910. The Emma 
Andrews House at 8043 Church Street (260-0051 -003 1) is an excellent example of a vernacular 
Queen Anne-style house with German lap siding. It features a cross-gable form with a large two- 
story cut-away bay. Another Queen Anne-style house, the Larrick House at 7919 Church Street 
(260-5001-0017) is in close to original condition and has Gothic windows that came from the 
1853 Methodist church. Both were built in the last quarter of the nineteenth century 

The Middletown Town Hall (260-5001-0010) was built as the first town public school in 1880, 
probably on the site of an earlier multi-purpose log building. Renovations took place after the 
town became sole owner in 1965 and the vernacular, brick-veneer, two-story building retains 
structural features including a pedimented central front gable and protruding central front square 
bay with segmental arch. 

Trustees for the St. Thomas Chapel (260-5001-0007), the only property in Middletown listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places, have recently replaced windows that were installed 
during a 1960s interior restoration. The Gothic Revival, brick and stucco Episcopal church, built 
around 1835, is used for private religious functions. 

Fifth Street has one building within the historic district. Located at 2310 (260-5001-0032), the 
vernacular, two-story log house built around 1852, faced Main Street until it was moved to face 
Fifth Street probably when a commercial building was built on Main Street. 

First Street has fourteen contributing resources - three commercial structures and eleven houses - 
and one non-contributing house on the west side of the Historic District. Route I I Potato Chips 
maintains the building at 2325 First Street (260-5001-0033) as a warehouse. Built around 1940, it 
is immediately behind the factory and sales operations that are on Main Street. At the opposite 
end of First Street immediately before the western town limits are the other two comrnercial 
structures. A two-story wood frame former store at 2465 First Street (260-5001-0045). built 
around 1880, has been abandoned for several years. A second warehouse at 2493 First Street 
(260-5001 -0047), built around 1900, is a one-story, wood frame building with weatherboard 
siding. 

The oldest house on First Street is located at 2458 (260-5001-0044). Known as the Lafolene 
House. it was originally a log structure built around 1800, but has experienced several additions 
and alterations. There is one Craftsman-style house at 2385 (260-5001-0037) built around 1940 
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The Ridings house is located at 2349 First Street (260-5001-0034) It sits on part of the land 
owned by James Ridings, who was known for his invention of a threshing machine. His machine 
shop located on this site, was used as the meeting hall for the IOOF until it was destroyed in a 
1903 fire. The largest house on First Street (260-5001-0041) was built in the first half of the 
twentieth century and converted for use as a nursing home around 1930, although it has now 
reverted to a single-family dwelling. 

Fourth Street has two properties within the Historic District (260-5001-0048 and 0049). Both 
2190 and 2191 are vernacular, two-story, wood flame buildings, with standing-seam metal roofs, 
a feature common to almost all Middletown houses. Another common feature is that both of 
these houses still have outhouses on the property. 

Main Street is the center of and has the majority of contributing resources in the Middletown 
Historic District. Just beyond the original north town limits are eleven vernacular bungalows, 
built for workers at a viscose plant in Front Royal. Raymond "Happy" Long built the tenant 
houses and a dance hall between 1935 and 1945. The dance hall is gone and some of the houses 
have been destroyed for commercial development. 

Next to the bungalows on the east side of Main Street is the Middletown School (260-5001-0059) 
built in 1909 This Colonial Revival-style, two-story brick buildingibn a coursed ashlar 
foundation. The top course of the basement acts as a water table. When the building was sold 
and converted for residential purposes in the late 1990s, the hip roof received a new covering of 
shingles replacing the original standing-seam metal. A brick one-story outbuilding remains intact. 
The school sits well back from the road and the exterior is in excellent condition. 

On the west side of Main Street is a Colonial Revival-style, two-story dwelling at 7695 (260- 
5001-0060). It is a wood frame foursquare structure with aluminum siding, and a central front 
gable and standing-seam metal roof. A Colonial Revival-style primary porch has Tuscan columns 
on square paneled wood piers and an unusual v-groove solid balustrade. This house is north of 
the original town limit and probably one of those moved back when Rt. 11 was widened. 
However, several frame outbuildings of interest survive, including a meat house, chicken coop, 
garage and shed. 

One of only two examples of American foursquare design in Middletown is next to the school on 
the east side of Main Street (260-5001-0061). Traditionally called the Schoolmaster's house, it 
was built around 1891. and is wood frame and stucco, 2 '/z stories with a front dormer, and has 
protruding one-story bays on each side. 

Also one of only two duplexes in Middletown is the building at 7701 and 7703 Main Street. Used 
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earlier as a feed store and at one time a restaurant, the early twentieth century house is another 
that was moved and possibly turned when Rt. 1 1 was widened. The concrete block foundation 
under the two-story, wood frame house with weatherboard siding adds evidence of such a move. 

A fine example of an early Folk Victorian-style house is also in this block of Main Street (260- 
5001-0070). It is two-story, wood frame building with stucco clad and has a slate gable roof 
The vernacular primary porch has chamfered columns, sawn brackets. a paneled entablature, sawn 
pendants, chamfered balusters and a plain handrail. 

In this block is one of few remaining buildings in Middletown used for commercial and residential 
purposes, (260-5001-0074). The house is vernacular Queen Anne in style and has an unusual T- 
plan with a two-story front protruding bay. There are one-story porches on each side of the bay. 
Fish scale shingles are on the front gable and there are two scroll brackets at the eaves. 

The building at 7805 Main Street is at the beginning of the original 1796 north town limits and 
houses the business known as The Carpet Bagger (260-5001-0078). It is as close to an original 
storefront as any in Middletown. Built around 1870, the vernacular building is, two stories with 
German lap siding. When the building was renovated, probably after an early-twentieth-century 
fire, the original fagade was left intact and can be seen inside the shop. The building has minimal 
updates, no plumbing except a first floor-lavatory, and is in dilapidated condition. Previously used 
as a general store, it had living accommodations upstairs; however, now much of the building is 
vacant except for a small area used for the shop. 

Two other commercial resources on the west side of Main Street in the 7800 block were built in 
the twentieth century. The former Middletown State Bank (260-5001-0087) has been converted 
for restaurant use, but retains its fagade with the addition of a handicap access ramp. Built around 
1910, it is a one-and-a-half-story, six-course American bond brick structure. Large windows 
flank a central double-door entrance. A decorative band of egg-and-dart molding is between the 
first story and the attic. Three decorative brick panels are on the attic level. Vacant and for sale at 
this time. the building was a bank until 1985 and has had several owners since its conversion. 

The Wayside Theater (260-5001-0090). built in 1946 was known as the Bordon-Lee Theater until 
196 1.  Live performances have been presented since that time and the very popular company 
should be active well into the future. The two-story brick building has a decorative metal spiral 
staircase cutting through the porch roof from the street to the second level. At the street level the 
entrance to the theater and box office is through French doors. An adjacent one-story addition 
houses a cafe where light refreshments can be purchased at performance times. In the late 
nineteenth century, the Shenandoah Normal School operated at this site. 
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Next to the theater is the Middletown F i e  Department, one of the few non-contributing resources 
in the historic district. The brick structure was b d t  in two sections, the fist in 1962 and the most 
recent in 1992. Two historic houses were tom down to allow for the expansion, however, they 
were documented in a 1990 architectural survey of the county (260-46 and 260-47). 

Outstanding among the residences on Main Street is the Ho&m House located at 7827 (260- 
5001-0082). One of the town's oldest properties, it was probably built as a single-story log house 
in 1797 by the first owner, Isaac Klotz. Owned by members of the Ho&m family since 1852, it 
has been carefully maintained and remains without plumbing. According to the oral history, during 
the Civil War a cannonball passed through one of its walls. The cannonball and other artifacts are 
in the possession of the current owner John Hoffman. 

Another residence of note is the Colonial Revival-style brick, two-and-a-half-story house with a 
hipped composition-shingle roof at 7780 Main Street (260-5001-0075). The front gable window 
has a three-light lunette over two rectangular vent windows. Virtually unaltered and in excellent 
condition, the house has a Colonial Revival style, one-story, flat-roofed porch of brick and wood 
with Tuscan columns and an entablature with dentils. The brick porch foundation has a decorative 
pattern of missing bricks in diamond shapes. A second "close to original house" in this biock is a 
wood frame and log structure probably built in two sections (260-5001-0083). The 1800s V- 
notch log kitchen section is on a stone foundation with a cellar. The two-story frame and 
weatherboard house has a Greek Revival-style porch with Tuscan columns, a pedimented portico, 
a wide entablature, turned balusters and a round handrail. 

Notable because it was the home of Jacob Danner, a famous eighteenth-century clockmaker, is 
the house at 7846 Main Street (260-5001 -0089). Many modem alterations have been made to the 
original two-story log house which has a Folk Victorian-style porch with chamfered columns, a 
solid balustrade and a paneled frieze. 

Two structures were joined at 7849 Main Street (260-5001-0089) to create a building used for 
residential and commercial purposes. An early Middletown post office was in the left three-bay 
section. The most altered, it was probably a single-story, flat or gabled roof store, while the right 
three residential bays are much the same as when rebuilt after a 1902 fire. Both sections have 
stone foundations and boxed cornices. A clipped hipped pyramidal standing-seam metal roof and 
vertical siding cover the combined structures, and a Colonial Revival-style, one-story porch with 
Tuscan columns wraps around two sides of the building. 

A Craftsman bungalow, built in 1920 on the site of the 1852 Methodist Church, at 7895 Main 
Street is perhaps the best example of this style in Middletown (260-5001-0100). It is a one-and-a- 
half story, wood frame building with weatherboard siding and a standing seam-metal gable roof 
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with a gable dormer. The Craftsman porch with square Doric columns is on brick piers 

Across Main Street at 7896 is a mid-nineteenth-century vernacular Greek Revival-style wood 
frame and log house (260-5001-0101) Tax records give the date of construction as 1779, which is 
probably correct for the rear ell. The Greek Revival-style porch has paired, square, Doric columns 
and details in the comice. This property has a frame washhouse in the back yard. 

An example of the Colonial Revival-style house in vernacular form at 7960 Main Street (260- 
5001-01 15) is virtually unaltered. Two houses in the 8000 block of Main Street have porticos. an 
unusual feature in Middletown. The James L. Willey house, (260-5001-0124) built around 1880- 
1910. is a Folk Victorian-style, two-story, wood frame building with weatherboard cladding. The 
one-bay portico has chamfered supports, a flat roof and cement steps with coursed stone side 
walls. To the south at 8046 (260-5001-0126) is another house with a portico. It is a Colonial 
RevivaVCraftsman-style, two-and-a-half story, wood frame building with aluminum siding and a 
pyramidal hipped, composition-shingle roof. The one-bay entrance portico has square Doric 
columns on stone piers and concrete steps with stone side walls. 

Although The 1810 Rhodes Tavern Antiques and Collectibles shop (260-4001-0125), 
incorporates the date in its business name. the house was probably built around 1830-1 850. The 
vernacular two-story house has German lap siding. A wraparound porch has Tuscan columns and 
is used to display items for sale. An outstanding collection of outbuildings on the large lot 
includes a fine log one-and-a-half-story meat house, a spring house with v-notched and a comers 
stone basement, several frame sheds and a chicken coop as well as a meat house and spring house 
that could date from the eighteenth century. 

A house on property that straddles the south town limit is the last house on Main Street and the 
southernmost in the historic district. (260-5001 -0127). One of two American foursquare examples 
in Middletown, the large house was built around 1900-1920. (The other example of American 
foursquare is on the north end of Main Street at 7700.) The Colonial Revival-style primary porch 
has Tuscan columns on paneled square piers, three grouped at the comers and a v-groove solid 
paneled balustrade. This resource also has an unusual wrought-iron fence on a concrete pad 
across the front of the property. 

Sensenev Avenue, the third of the north-south streets in the historic district is one block west and 
parallel to Main Street. It has thirteen contributing resources, ten of which are single-family 
dwellings. The other three are representative of the long history of African-Americans in 
Middletown. 

Probablv the oldest houses on Senseney Avenue are in the 7800 block (260-5001-0128 and 260- 




































































