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1. Name of Property
historic nrame Newtown/Stephenghurg Historic District VDHR File No, 304-1

other names/site number

2. Location i : i : ;
streel & number  Short, Germain, and Water streets. N/A__ [_Tnot for publication

chty, town _Stephens City N/A L _]vicinity
state Virgipia code VA county Frederick code AQ zlp code 22655
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
[X]private [] building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[X ] public-local [X] district 143 28 __ bulidings
(] public-State ((site 4 Q__ sites
[] public-Federal [ structure 0 0 structures

(] object 0 () objects

147 28  Total

Name of retatad muitiple property listing: N/A Number of contributing resources praviously

listed In the National Register 0

4. State/Fedeial Agency Certification

the designated authority under the Natlonal Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as emended, | hereby certity that this
ﬁ nomination [ request for determination of eliglblity mests the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Mistoric Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 386 CFR Part 80.
in my opinipn, tf property E‘] meets Ddoes not meet the National Register criteria. Dsu continuation sheet.
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Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
i, hereby, certify that this property is:
[Jentered in the National Register.
D See continuation sheet.
[Jdetermined eligible for the National
Register. [_] See continuation sheet.
[ determined not eligible for the
National Register.

removed from the Natlonal Register.
other, {expiain:)
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6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories trom instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET -~ PAGE 1

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
{enter categories from insfructions}
SEE CONTINUATION SHEET - PAGE 1 foundation _ STONE
walls _WO0D: log, weatherhoard; BRICK;
STONE: limestone
roof _ METAL
other _WOOD

Describa present and historic physical appearance,
SUMMARY DESCRIPTION

The Newtown/Stephensburg Historic District is located in the
town of Stephens City, in Frederick County, Virginia.
Stephens City was chartered in 1758 and is the second oldest
town in the Shenandoah Valley after Winchester. Its location
along the Valley Pike greatly influenced its growth and
development. The historic district encompasses a large
portion of the town 1limits and contains a diversity of
building stylés and types ranging from the town’s earliest
history to the present day. The boundaries generally
include all of the buildings facing Main Street and extend
one block to the east and west. The architectural resources
in the district include several mid-to late-eighteenth-
century vernacular 1log dwellings. The district also
containsg a large number of early-to mid-nineteenth-century
and late-nineteenth-century dwellings and churches. 1In
addition, there are examples of early-twentieth-century
dwellings, commercial buildings, and schools. The
architectural styles represented in the district include:
vernacular eighteenth-century 1log dwellings with late-
nineteenth-century Folk Victorian details; Federal; Greek
Revival; Gothic Revival; Italianate; Queen Anne; Colonial
Revival; Bungalow/Craftsman; and vernacular I-houses.

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS

The area now known as Stephens City was originally settled
arocund 1734 by Peter Stephens, one of a group of people who
journeyed down from Pennsylvania with Joist Hite in 1732 and
settled in the northern Shenandcocah Valley. The exact site of
Peter Stephens’s house is not known, but it is believed to
be at the southern end of town on the west side of Route 11
on what is now an empty lot (304-1-44Fk 5). It was Lewis
Stephens, son of Peter Stephens, who was the founder of
Stephens City and the owner of the original 900 acres that
made up the town. Stephens City, then called Stephensburg
in honor of Stephens, was chartered in 1758 and was
originally made up of 140 lots.

[X] see continuation sheet



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

[Inationally [X]statewide [ Jlocally

Applicable National Register Criteria  [xJA [18 [Jc [b
Criteria Considerations {(Exceptions) [ JA []8 [Jjc [Jo [Je Ifr e

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
ARCHITECTIRE 17581941 N/A
COMMERCE
TRANSPORTATION

Cultural Afiliation N/A

Significant Parson N/A Architact/Builder  y /A

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Stephens City was chartered in 1758 and is the second oldest
town in Frederick County. Since its beginnings, Stephens
City has bheen a commercial center as well as a major
crossroads. Its location at the intersection of the Valley
Pike (U.S. Route 11) and the 0ld Dutch Wagon Road (State
Route 277), once a major road from Alexandria to the west,
greatly defined its physical and commercial growth. Because
routes 11 and 277 were two very heavily traveled arteries
through the Valley during the nineteenth century, the types
of businesses that operated in Stephens City were oriented
towards transportation. The wagon-making trade was an
especially important enterprise in Stephens City, which was
known for its high-quality Newtown wagons. The historical
integrity of the individual buildings and the general
townscape that make up the Newtown/Stephensburg Historic
District is impressive,. Main Street is particularily
noteworthy as it has seen very little new construction or
demolition since 1941.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

Located in the lower Shenandoah Valley of Virginia, Stephens
City is the second oldest town in Frederick County after
Winchester. Originally called Stephensburg, the town was
chartered in 1758 by Lewis Stephens, the son of Peter
Stephens who settled in this area shortly after 1734. It is
situated at the crossroads of Route 11, also known as the
Valley Pike, and Route 277, the 0ld Dutch Wagon Road which
was a very important east-west passage through the Valley.
The town’s location played a major role in the development
of the town’s transportation industry, most notably in the
production of the nationally known Newtown wagon. Stephens

[X]see continuation sheet
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HISTORIC FUNCTIONS

DOMESTIC: single dwelling
multiple dwelling
secondary structure

COMMERCE: specialty store
restaurant

EDUCATION:school
RELIGION: religious facility

FUNERARY: cemetery

CURRENT FUNCTIONS

DOMESTIC: single dwelling
multiple dwelling
secondary structure

COMMERCE: specialty store
restaurant

RELIGION: religious facility

FUNERARY: cemetery

ARCHITECTURAL CLASSIFICATION

FEDERAL

GREEK REVIVAL

GOTHIC REVIVAL

ITALIANATE

QUEEN ANNE

COLONIAL REVIVAL

BUNGALOW CRAFTSMAN

OTHER: I~HOUSE

OTHER:VERNACULAR 18TH CENTURY LOG DWELLINGS WITH LATE~19TH~
CENTURY FOLK VICTORIAN DETAILS.
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The 1758 survey of the town shows its original square grid
pattern made up of eighty half-acre lots (twenty of those
had five acres of land annexed to them) and sixty ten-acre
lots. This early layout of the town is still clearly evident
in the town’s current street patterns and lot sizes. Main
(formerly Market Street now U.S. Route 11), Germain
(originally named German but changed after World War II),
and Mulberry streets were the main north-south
thoroughfares, while Fairfax (State Route 277), Martin,
Locust, and Green streets were the primary east-west roads.
The majority of the lots close to the center of town were a
half an acre in size and extended a full block in depth.
Many were later subdivided. The Newtown/Stephensburg
Historic District is primarily made up of the core of the
original town limits. The integrity of the district is high
with one hundred and forty-seven contributing buildings and
sites and only forty-three noncontributing buildings.

. The Stephens family was German, as were the majority of the
families that settled Stephens City. German was the primary
language spoken and written in the town until the early
nineteenth century. Many of the early tombstones in the
town’s three cemeteries bear German markings.

There are many structures in the district that probably date
to the earliest period of the town’s history. These early
buildings are all dwellings, and most have been added to and
remodeled during later periods, making it difficult to
discern their exact date of construction. The Captain
Newcomer House (photo 19) is believed to be one of the
oldest houses in town. It is a 1 1/2-story vernacular log
dwelling with a steeply-pitched gable roof and corner
fireplaces. The house is sited on the corner of Fairfax and
Mulberry streets. Other early dwellings of this type are
5382 Maln Street (304-1-~54) and the Pitman House (304-1-62),
both believed to have been built during the last quarter of
the eighteenth century.
Another building from this early period is the Dean House
{(304-~1-31), located at 5303 Main Street. This log, two-
story, side-passage-plan dwelling is unusual for the fine
brickwork of its exterior end chimney and also its brick

T e
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summer Kitchen. It is one of the few dwellings in the
district with any surviving dependencies.

There are about thirty buildings in the district that date
from the late eighteenth to the early nineteenth centuries.
The majority are of log construction and were originally 1
1/2 stories (often later raised to two stories using frame),
with either a central or exterior end chimney, small
windows, and steeply-pitched roofs. These vernacular
buildings were usually enlarged later in the nineteenth
century and altered on the exterior according to the popular
styles of the period. This was most often done during the
Victorian era by reworking the front porch and adding
decorative details. ’

Almost all of the dwellings in the district from this early
period have a later full length one-story front porch with
Folk Victorian details including a sawn or turned

balustrade, turned supports, sawn brackets and pendants,
and brackets in the eaves. Often brackets with pendants
were placed in the frieze under the main roof of the house
for added decoration. Despite later modifications, these
early structures retain many of their original
characteristics.

The best example in the district of an early log dwelling
that has been extensively remodeled to reflect a later style
is (304~1-21) 5221 Main Street (photo 2). This early-
nineteenth-century, 1 1/2-story, gable-roofed, vernacular
log dwelling has an exterior end coursed limestone chimney.
During the second quarter of the twentieth century, the
building was enlarged and several Craftsman details were
added including a shed-roofed front dormer, wooden shingle
in the dormer, triple three-over-one-sash windows, and a
one-bay Craftsman entrance stoop. Despite the twentieth-
century alterations, the dwelling is still identifiable as
an early-eighteenth-century vernacular log building,

An interesting example of an eighteenth-century log dwelling
with several nineteenth-century additions is Locust Hill
(304-1-2). The three-bay side-passage-plan section with the
exterior end stone chimney is the original portion, believed
to have been built around 1791 by Ellis Long (photo'1l). The
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two-story, two-bay brick side wing was added in the early
nineteenth century by Dr. George Lynn, who used the area as
an office. The last addition is a late-nineteenth-century
frame wing to the rear. The house has not had any major
changes or remodellings since that time and appears much the
same as it did in the late 1800s. Not only is this house one
of the finest in Stephens city, it has a rich history. It
was the site of several incidents during the Civil War, many
of which are documented in diaries written by the
inhabitants of the house.

Some of the other early log buildings in the district are:
5231 Main Street (304-1-22) and its stone meathouse; 5259
Main Street (304-1-24); 5260 Main Street (304-1-11), which
has a fine exterior end brick chimney laid in a Flemish bond
pattern with glazed headers; 5288 Main Street (304-1-15);
5326, 5328 Main Street (304-1-48), where the log on the
exterior has been exposed and the full dovetail notching
revealed; 5330 Main Street (304-1-47), which was used as the
parsonage for the Methodist Church (304-1-30) and is one of
the few properties in the district with a central chimney;
the Driver-Webster House (304-1-43) also with a central
brick chimney; the Steele-Grove House (304-1-37), which has
a c.1830s brick wing to the south and frame/log wing to the
north; 5297 Germain Street (304-1-101), unusual in that it
is a double-pile log house; the Samsell House (photo 24)
with a semi-exterior end stone chimney; and 5336 Water
Street (304-1-121) (photo 25), a one-story, gable-roofed,
log dwelling with a central flue (originally a central stone
chimney), that was possibly originally a slave’s quarters
for a property fronting on Main Street.

The earliest brick dwelling in the district is 5408 Main
Street (304-1-65), built in 1819, The Tavern (photo 16), as
it is commonly called, is a two-story Flemish-bond brick
Federal-style dwelling with two interior end chimneys, jack
arches over the windows, and a brick carriage house in the
backyard. Its prominent location at the intersection of the
Valley Pike and State Route 277 reflects its original use as
a tavern for travelers making their way along these roads.
The double-pile, central-hall plan of the building allowed
for a parlor, bar, dining room, and proprietor’s bedroom on
the first floor, and four large bedrooms on the second
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floor. The kitchen was in the basement. It is believed
that Andrew Jackson stopped here and made a speech from the
front porch, and that it was used as a hospital during the
Civil War. It operated continuously as a tavern until the
early twentieth century when it became a private home. It
is now used as a bed and breakfast.

The other early brick building is found at the northern-
most boundary of the district on Main Street (304-1-123).
The Ritenour-Miller House (now Applegate Antiques and Art)
was built between 1810 and 1830. It is a two-story, gable-
roofed, five-bay, brick (five-course American bond),
Federal-style dwelling. Later additions include a side
one-story wing with a protruding bay on the front, that was
built after the 1860s by Dr. Miller who used it as his

office.

The district’s only stone dwelling was constructed during

. this early period of the town’s history. The Argenbright-
Grove House (304-1-68), located at 5428 Main Street, was
probably built around 1800. It is a random rubble, 1 1/2-
story, three-bay, vernacular hall-parlor-plan dwelling with
a rear frame wing. It was used as a commercial building in
the mid-nineteenth century, but was later converted back
into a residence.

The other stone building in the district is a commercial
building. The Flower Center (304-1-60), 1located at the
intersection of Main and Fairfax streets (photo 15) is
Stephens City’s oldest surviving commercial building. It
was remodeled during the mid-nineteenth century and again,
in 1920 and now reflects a Romanesque Revival style. The
early stonework, including some of the original stone arches
with keystones, is clearly evident on the north side of the
building.

Stephens City continued to grow and prosper during the late-
ante-bellum period. According to Martin’s 1836 Gazetteer of
Virginia, Stephens City {then called Newtown or
Stephensburg), had a population of seven hundred, four of
whom were physicians. It was made up of eighty-eight
dwellings, a market house, a Methodist and a jointly-helad
Lutheran and German Reformed church, three schoeols, two
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mercantile stores, three tan vyards, and three saddlers.
Wagonmaking was the principal industry, with more than nine
different wagonmakers in business. The Gazetteer emphasizes
that these wagons were known for their "neatness, strength,
and durability" and were "not to be surpassed in the United
States" by any other. No commercial buildings relating to
the wagonmaking industry have survived in the district. By
the mid~1850s, Stephens City had grown to about a hundred
dwellings and had a population of over eight hundred.

During the mid-nineteenth century frame surpassed log as the
primary construction material, and a few buildings were also
built of brick. Stone was still seldom used except for
chimneys and foundations. Although the Federal and Greek
Revival styles were used in the district during this peried,
they were expressed in a subdued rather than ornate manner.
The majority of the twenty-eight or so buildings in the
district from this time period, however, are vernacular
rather than high style. Although these bhuildings appear to
have been built as dwellings, they were probably used for
commercial purposes as well. There are only two Kknown
commercial examples from this era; the Flower Center (304-1-
60) and 5336, 5338 Main Street, a two~-story, five-course
American bond brick, gable-roofed with parapet building
which appears to have been built in at least two sections.

The Bucher-Lemley House (304-1-50) at 5369 Main Street

(photo 11), is the district’s finest example of a frame
Federal-style dwelling. Its two-story, gable-roofed
symmetrical, three-bay facade, has six-over-six sash

windows, two interior end brick chimneys, and a single
transom with tracery over the front door.

The houses at 5286 (304-1-14), 5425 (304-1-64), and 5381
(304-1-53) Main Street are the district’s three brick
Federal dwellings from this period. The cne located at 5286
Main Street (photo 7) was constructed c.1820-1840 and laid
in five-course American bond. It has a symmetrical facade
with jack arches over the windows, a mousetooth cornice, an
interior end chimney, and a single transom with circular
wooden tracery over the door. It has a rear two-story brick
ell, and the brick summer kitchen in the backyard is one of
the few surviving ones of its type in the district. a
similar house is 5425 Main Street (Welch House), except it
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has a side-passage plan and a rear two-story frame ell. The
third house, 5381 Main Street (photc 13), also has many of
the same details as the other two buildings except it lacks
a mousetooth cornice. It has a frame one-story rear wing
and a side two-story frame addition with two front doors.

The only example of the Greek Revival Style in the district
is 5378 Main Street (304-1-57), although the style is
expressed in a very subtle manner. It is a two-story, three-
bay, symmetrical, gable-roofed, brick (five-course American
bond) dwelling, with an interior end brick chimney. Its
decorative Greek Revival details include a boxed cornice and
wooden lintels with corner blocks over the windows.

Stephens City’s religious buildings also reflect the town’s
history and pattern of settlement. The early settlers in
the area were almost exclusively Germans, many of whom were
Lutherans. It is not surprising, therefore, that Lutheran
worship in  Stephens City dates back to 1770. The first
church was a log building and stood in the northwest corner
of the 01d Town Cemetery on Mulberry Street. (Photo 18) The
Lutherans shared the use of this building with members of
the German Reformed Church, another popular religion of the
German settlers. church records indicate that until the
18205, all services were conducted in German. Around 1800 a
second larger church was built on the west end of the old
Lutheran cemetery, located diagonally across from the
present Lutheran Church. (Photo 21) The log structure was
torn down in 1812 and a brick church was built in its place
across the street from the present edifice. This building
was extensively remodeled and expanded in 1851 at a cost of
$2,250. The church was seriously damaged during the Civil
War when it was used as a hospital. It underwent major
repairs in 1884. In 1906, a new church was built on the
southeast corner of Fairfax and Mulberry streets in the
vernacular Gothic Revival style using many of the old
materials from the former building (Photograph 20). Trinity
Evangelical Lutheran Church is still very active and has
continued to grow during the twentieth century. A parish
hall was built to the west of the church in 1949.

Methodism also existed early on in Stephens City. The first
Methodist preaching in the Shenandoah Valley was heard in
Stephens City in 1775. This resulted in the organization of
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the first Methodist Society west of the Blue Ridge in that
same year. The worship took place within private homes
until 1788 when construction began on a log chapel located
on Main Street on land donated by Lewis Stephens. Bishop
Francis Asbury preached in Stephens City over sixteen times
and recorded in his journal in 1790 that, a "spacious
chapel" had been built. In 1827 this structure was replaced
by a brick church built on the same site. That building was
torn down 1in 1882 and replaced in 1913 with the present
brick Gothic Revival-style structure. Several additions
and alterations have been made to the church since then, but
it still remains the most dominant religious structure on
Main Street. The cemetery, located northwest of the present
church, has tombstones from the period of the original log

church.

The black community of Stephens City had its own churches.
The earliest was the Methodist church 1located on the
northern end of Mulberry Street; however the original church
was destroyed during the Civil War and a new one was built
shortly afterwards near the o0ld site (photo 23). The
materials for this church, known as Orrick Chapel, were
donated by its first minister and namesake, Robert Orrick, a
former slave who was an ordained minister in the African
Methodist Episcopal Church. He also gave the land for Orrick
Cemetery in nearby Winchester (located on the o0ld Valley
Pike). Orrick Chapel was completely renovated in 1974 when
aluminum siding was added to the original sanctuary and the
rear 1961 addition. The windows are modern but retain their
original Gothic-arched shape. Two other black churches
within the historic district are the Stephens City Freewill
Baptist Church, (304-1-25) established in 1892 and located
at the northern end of Main Street, and the Glorious Church
of God 1in Christ (304-1-78), established in 1891 and
located at the southern end of Main Street. Freewill Baptist
Church, 5263 Main Street, 1is architecturally similar to
Orrick Chapel; gable-ended, frame, three bays on the side,
with Gothic-arched windows. The church 1is particularly
interesting, however, because of its pressed tin shingles
that are used as roofing material. The Gloriocus Church of
God in Christ, 5488 Main Street, has the same form as the
other two churches, but lacks their vernacular Gothic

Revival details.
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Several cemeteries are found within the 1limits of the
historic district including the oldest, 014 Town Cemetery,
located at the corner of Mulberry and Green streets. (Photo
18) The earliest deed for this land dates back to 1799 and
is signed by Lewis Stephens, Jr., however, the land may have
been set aside earlier by Peter Stephens. The cemetery is
surrounded by a split rail fence and is maintained by the

town. It contains many readable tombstones but some are
just simply dressed fieldstones with no inscription, while
others are sunken and unmarked. The graves of Lewis

Stephens, Jr. and his wife Mary are located just inside the
rail fence.

The Lower Shenandoah Valley played a major role in the Civil
War, as did Stephens City. With the Valley Pike as its Main
Street, both Confederate and Federal troop movements through
Stephens City was almost constant. The town changed hands
many times, six times in one day alone, and its buildings
and homes served as hospitals for the wounded. Luckily it
- escaped much destruction during the war, but experienced
very little growth during the period shortly thereafter.
Economic stability returned to the area by the early 1880s,
however, and Stephens City experienced a tremendous building

boom.

There are over thirty-five resources in the district that
date from the late nineteenth to early twentieth century

period. Almost all are dwellings of frame construction,
ranging in architectural styles and forms from vernacular I-
houses to the Queen Anne Style. Several commercial

buildings were also constructed during this period, more of
which survive from any other period in the town’s history.

The only example of a one-story frame commercial building
from this period in the district is 5296A Main Street (304-
1-17) (photo 8). It was built between two earlier
dwellings, one from the late eighteenth century, and one
from the early nineteenth century. The Folk Victorian style
is expressed in its strong cornice with brackets and in its
porch with turned balusters, turned fretwork, and brackets.
The original facade, complete with four-light, full-height
windows and transoms, makes this one of the best preserved
storefronts in the district.
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Spitzer’s Furniture Company (304-1-138) on Main Street is
also a commercial building dating from this time period, but
its facade has been so greatly altered that it is considered
a noncontributing building.

Further south along Main Street is 5339-5343 Main Street
(304-1-36), a two-story, five-course American bond brick,
hip-roofed, Italianate commercial building with segmetally-
arched windows and a heavy bracketed cornice. The second
story of this building housed a cigar factory during the
late nineteenth century. This is one of the district’s
finest examples of the Italianate style expressed in brick.

Another fine commercial building located along Main Street
that is in fairly original condition is 5359-5361 Main
Street (304-1-38). This two-~story, frame, shed-roofed,
vernacular building with a decorative cornice and parapet
has a storefront on the first story and originally housed
the Stephens City Opera House.

Almost directly across Main Street from the Opera House is
another commercial building that was originally used for a
social/cultural purpose. Gregory’s Incorporated (304-1-59)
was built in the 1920s as the Stephens City movie theater
and originally showed silent movies. It was remodeled in
the 1950s and given a protruding one-story storefront, and
is now notable for its mid-twentieth-century architectural

details.

The majority of dwellings in Stephens City from the late-
nineteenth-century period have the I-house form with some
level of Folk Victorian details such as a Folk Victorian
porch (turned supports, sawn brackets, sawn balustrade),
central front gables, wooden-shingle details, protruding
one-story front bays, gabkle end returns, eave brackets, and
decorative window surrounds. Almost all are two-story frame
dwellings with a central-passage plan, and a two-story rear
ell. The majority have a minimum of decoration, while a few
are fairly ornate. An example exhibiting ornate decoration
is 5372 Main Street (304-1-32), with its central front gable
containing a Gothic Revival-style window, a Folk Victorian
porch, a side two-story protruding bay, and bracketed
cornice. The house at 806 Martin Street (304-1-90), on the
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