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The Abingdon Glebe House i s  a  T-shaped b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  wi th  one - s to ry  
hipped roof end p a v i l i o n s  f l ank ing  t h e  c e n t r a l  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  house. The 
c e n t r a l  p o r t i o n  and t h e  r e a r  e l l  a r e  covered by s t e e p  gable  r o o f s  w i t h  
dormers. The facade ,  i nc lud ing  t h e  end p a v i l i o n s ,  i s  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond 
wi th  glazed headers ,  whi le  the  remaining p o r t i o n s  a r e  Flemish bond w i t h  
pa tches  of Engl i sh  bond. On e i t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  c e n t r a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  
house, j u s t  behind t h e  end p a v i l i o n s ,  are unusual ly  wide e x t e r i o r  end 
chimneys. The r e a r  e l l  f e a t u r e s  a n  i n t e r i o r  end T-shaped chimney. . It is 
thought t h a t  the  r e a r  e l l  i s  a  ve ry  e a r l y  a d d i t i o n  a s  i t  i s  n o t  bonded t o  
the  f r o n t  p o r t i o n  of  the  house. 

Before t h e  house was e x t e n s i v e l y  renovated by t h e  p r e s e n t  owner around 
1954, i t  was unoccupied and much decayed. I n  t h e  renovat ion  n e a r l y  a l l  
the  i n t e r i o r  woodwork was removed and replaced  by modern t r i m .  The only  
remaining o r i g i n a l  i n t e r i o r  woodwork appears  t o  be i n  t h e  r e a r  e l l ,  and 
inc ludes  two doors ,  the  window r e v e a l s ,  and a  b o l e c t i o n  mantel.  On t h e  
e x t e r i o r  t h e  dormers,  s a sh  and co rn ices  were renewed. A modern k i t chen  
was added i n  t h e  co rne r  behind the  sou th  end p a v i l i o n ,  and a  modern sc reen  
porch was added on t h e  facade. 
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Despi te  the  a l t e r a t i o n s  and d e s p i t e  the  fo rma l i ty  of  i t s  s y m e t r i c a l  facade,  
t h e  Glebe House has  a  ve ry  p i c tu resque  q u a l i t y ,  achieved p r i m a r i l y  through 

' t h e  d i v e r s i t y  o f  i ts  r o o f l i n e .  The house is framed by l a r g e  shade trees 
and is approached a c r o s s  i ts  f r o n t  f i e l d s  by a long s t r a i g h t  avenue. 
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Henry Chandlee Foreman c a l l e d  t h e  Abingdon Glebe House "an eminent example 
of  t r a n s i t i o n a l  house wi th  hipped roof  ." He a l s o  noted t h a t  " the dwel l ing  
r e p r e s e n t s  a n  e a r l y  example of  the  formal des ign  i n  Vi rg in i a  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  
Thomas T. Waterman considered t h e  hipped roo f s  on the  unusual end p a v i l i o n  
t o  be t h e  e a r l i e s t  examples of  t h a t  roof form i n  America. The s i g n i f i c a n c  
of  t h e  g l ebe  house a s  a s t r u c t u r e  b u i l t  f o r  i t s  p a r t i c u l a r  func t ion  is 
heightened by t h e  r a r i t y  of  e a r l y  V i r g i n i a  g lebe  houses. Less than a  
dozen g lebe  houses have been p o s i t i v e l y  i d e n t i f i e d ,  and few a r e  a s  

I 
i n t e r e s t i n g  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  o r  s u r v i v e  i n  a s  sound c o n d i t i o n  a s  t h e  
Abingdon GLebe House. 
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The c o n s t r u c t i o n  d a t e  of  the  g lebe  house of Abingdon Pa r i sh  is unce r t a in ,  
but  i t  i s  known t o  have beea s t a n d i n g , i n  1724 from a  r e p o r t  made by Thomas 
Ilughes, r e c t o r  of  Abingdon P a r i s h ,  t o  t h e  Bishop, of London, i n  which he 
s t a t e d :  "The Glebe belonging t o  Abingdon Pa r i sh  l y i n g  i n  the  ad jo in ing  
p a r i s h  of  Weare, (I) c a n ' t  be r e s i d e n t ,  but  am a s  nea r  and convenient 
t o  t h e  Church a s  most, computed t o  be 4 s h o r t  miles ."  The o l d e s t  
p o r t i o n  of the  g lebe  house may d a t e  from t h e  l a t e - seven teen th  century ,  
a l though s c h o l a r s  gene ra l ly  ag ree  t h a t  i t  was b u i l t  around 1700. The 
f a c t  t h a t  t h e  house was loca ted  j u s t  i n s i d e  the  a d j o i n i n g  p a r i s h  of Ware 
caused some confus ion  i n  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  cen tu ry ,  e s p e c i a l l y  wi th  the 
c o l l e c t i o n  of  t i t h e s .  I t  has  been suggested t h a t  t h e  house was loca ted  
near  t h e  p a r i s h  l i n e  because the  r e c t o r  of Abingdon Pa r i sh  served as 
headmaster of  Peasley School,  a  school  j o i n t l y  adminis te red  by the  two 
p a r i s h e s .  The house and surrounding g lebe  lands  were owned by Abingdon 
P a r i s h  u n t i l  they were c o n f i s c a t e d  by l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t  i n  1802 as p a r t  
of the  Dises tabl'ishment. 
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