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(7. DESCRIPTION
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[R Altered 0 Unaltered ' ™1 Moved [X] Original Site

DEMCRIDE THE PRESENT ANMD ORIGINAL (1! known) puvitc.u_. APPEARANCE

The Abingdon Glebe House is a T-shaped brick structure with one-story
hipped roof end pavilions flanking the central portion of the house. The
central portion and the rear ell are covered by steep gable roofs with
dormers. The facade, including the end pavilions, is laid in Flemish bond
with glazed headers, while the remaining portions are Flemish bond with
patches of English bond. On either side of the central portion of the
house, just behind the end pavilions, are unusually wide exterior end
chimneys. The rear ell features an interior end T-shaped chimney. - It is
thought that the rear ell is a very early addition as it is not bonded to
the front portion of the house. .

Before the house was, extensively renovated by the present owner around
1954, it was unoccupied and much decayed. In the renovation nearly all
the interior woodwork was removed and replaced by modern trim. The only
remaining original interior woodwork appears to be in the rear ell, and
includes two doors, the window reveals, and a bolection mantel. On the
exterior the dormers, sash and cornices were renewed. A modern kitchen
was added in the corner behind the south end pavilion, and a modern screen
porch was added on the facade.

Despite the alterations and despite the formality of its symmetrical facade
the Glebe House has a very picturesque quality, achieved primarily through
"the diversity of its roofline. The house is framed by large shade trees
and is approached across its front fields by a long straight avenue.
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The construction date of the glebe house of Abingdon Parish is uncertain,
but it is known to have been standing 'in 1724 from a report made by Thomas
Hughes, rector of Abingdon Parish, to the Bishop of London, in which he
"The Glebe belonging to Abingdon Parish lying in the adjoining
parish of Weare, (I) can't be resident, but am as near and convenient

to the Church as most, computed to be ‘4 short miles.”
portion of the glebe house may date from the late-scventeenth century,
although scholars generally agree that it was built around 1700.
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fact that the house was located just inside the adjoining parish of Ware
caused some confusion in the eighteenth century, especially with the

It has been suggested that the house was located
near the parish line because the rector of Abingdon Parish served as
headmaster of Peasley School, a school jointly administered by the two
The house and surrounding glebe lands were owned by Abingdon
Parish until they were confiscated by legislative act in 1802 as part

Henry Chandlee Foreman called the Abingdon Glebe House 'an eminent example

of transitional house with hipped roof." He also noted that "the dwelling

represents an early example of the formal design in Virginia architecture.l

Thomas T. Waterman considered the hipped roofs on the unusual end pavilion
to be the earliest examples of that roof form in America. The significancd
of the glebe house as a structure built for its particular function is

heightened by the rarity of early Virginia glebe houses.
dozen glebe houses have been positively identified, and few are as

interesting architecturally or survive in as sound condition as the
Abingdon Glebe House.
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of Tidewater Virginja. New York: 1968 (reprint). o
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORQINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COOROINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY vl DEFINING TME CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY

R OF LES3 THAN TFMN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE . LoNGiTUDE - * | e LATITUDE o ! CLONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds |Degrees Minutes Saconds Degress Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
Nw | 37° 22 ¢ 50 - | 76° 32+ 41| | o - . ° - -

NE 37* 22 ' 50 - 76° 32' 04- .
SE . 37° 22 23 ¢ 76°% 32*:.04" oo
Sy 7% 929 * 27 * 76 32+ 41~ -

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 90 acres
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. [_lj FORM PREPARED BY - |
NAME AND TITLE: n
Staff, Virpinia Historic Landmarks Commission,. .James_ﬂ._l‘iani?{, Jr., Directox
ORGANIZATION ATE -
Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission =~ May 12, 1970 -
STREET AND NUMBER: o " ()
Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building _ -
"leiTY OR TOWN: STATE CODE w
Richmond, P Virginia . 45
[12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION NMATIONAL REGISTER VYERIFICATION

. . o Lt R " . . by
As the designated State Linison Officer for the Na- '

tional] Hislaric Preservation Act of 19606 (Public Taw
B9-665), T hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

[ Mreby certify that this property is included in the

Nutional Register,

evaluated according Lo the critesia and procedures set
forth by the National Park Secvice. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

National (7] State [ Local [ %L:IJ i l, lU‘\J

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

Name

ATTEST:

Dr. Edward'P. Alexander, Chalrman
f (_ Title Virginia Historic Landmarks Commilsion

Keepor of The National Register
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U.5.G.S. 73' quadrangles (Scale:x 1:24000)
Gloucester,Va.(1965);Clay Bank,Va.(1965)

ALngdon Clebe

Latitude Longitude
NW 370 221 500 CMe0 320 41n i :
NE 370 22t 501 760 320 04" g
SE 379 22¢ 230 76° 321 Q4" | :

SW 37° 220 23n 76° 320 410 |





