


CONDITION CHECK ONE . CHECK ONE 

- DESCRIBE THE PRESENT A N D  ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN1 PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Burgh Westra i s  a Gothic Revival c o t t a g e  loca ted  a t  the  end of a  smal l  neck bounded by 
Elmington and Back Creeks i n  t h e  Mobjack Bay region  of  Gloucester-County,  From t h e  
house i s  obta ined  a  sp l end id  prospect  of t h e  North River ,  a s cen ic  body of water  sepa- 
r a t i n g  Glouces t e r ' s  h i s t o r i c  Ware Neck from Mathews County. Both t h e  house and i t s  
s e t t i n g  a r e  i n s p i r e d  by a  d e s i g n  published in.Andrcw Jackson Lhwning's Cottage Residences, 
a  desigli descr ibed  a s  a "Cottage i n  t h e  Pointed o r  Tudor Style ."  Doming no tes  t h a t  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  des ign  was adapted f o r  a s i t u a t i o n  on t h e  bank of "one of  our  bo ldes t  r i v e r s . "  
H i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  s e t t i n g  might we l l  be t h a t  of Burgh TJestra: "From i ts  s i t e  t h e  
eye  wanders over  a  r i c h l y  c u l t i v a t e d  country,  do t t ed  and sp r ink led  wi th  l u x u r i a n t  groups 
o f  wood; t h e  wide, l a k e - l i k e  expanse of water ,  t h e  s a i l s  f l o a t i n g  l a z i l y  o n  i t s  bosom, 
t h e  t u f t e d  f r i n g e s  of t r e e s  and shrubs i n  t h e  foreground, and t h e  d i s t a n t  hazy summits 
of  b lue  i n  t h e  hor izon ,are  a l l  f a s c i n a t i n g  elements of t h e  b e a u t i f u l ,  which make up t h e  
view from t h e  p o i n t  of i ts  loca t ion ."  

Although t h e  des ign  ("Design 111") i s  unquestionably t h e  source  f o r  Burgh IJestra ,  t h e  
b u i l d e r  made c e r t a i n  mod i f i ca t ions  t h a t  r e s u l t e d  i n  s l i g h t  changes of appearance, though 
t h e  b a s i c  romantic c h a r a c t e r  was not  d i l u t e d .  A major change was t h e  use  of b r i c k  f o r  
t h e  e x t e r i o r  w a l l s  r a t h e r  than  t h e  r e g u l a r  a s h l a r  i nd ica t ed  by Downing. With b r i c k ,  t h e  
moldings l i n i n g  t h e  gables  were modified s o  t h a t  t h e  house has b r i ck  co rn ices  con ta in ing  
p ro jec t ing  b r i c k s  resembling d e n t i l s .  Modif icat ions were a l s o  made i n  t h e  two groups 
of t h r e e  chimney s t a c k s  on t h e  roof r idge .  Downing shows t a l l  oc tagonal  s t a c k s ,  whereas 
Eurgh Nes t r a ' s  s t a c k s  a r e  square  and comparatively squat .  Brick p i l a s t e r s  a r e  employed 
a t  t h e  co rne r s  of both t h e  main p a r t  of t h e  house and t h e  p r o j e c t i n g  porch chamber, 
where Uovming has none. Departures from t h e  o r i g i n a l  design a l s o  appear i n  t h e  t rea tment  
of  the  openings. The f i r s t - f l o o r  windows have unornamented b r i c k  l i n t e l s  and double-hung 
sash  i n s t e a d  of  hood moldings and diamond-pane casements. The f r o n t  door l a c k s  t h e  r e -
commended Gothic a rch ,  being topped a l s o  by a f l a t  a rch .  Above i t  t h e r e  is  a s imple 
balcony on b racke t s  r a t h e r  than  t h e  e l egan t  Gothic o r i e l  shown i n  Uoiming. 

The ch ie f  depa r tu re  from Downing's model i s  t h e  r e v e r s a l  of the '  f i r s t - f loo r ' p l an - -Burgh  
I \ lestrals  i s  a  m i r r o r  image of t h a t  i n  Cottage Residences. This change n o t  only a f f e c t e d  
t h e  i n t e r i o r  arrangement, i t  r e s u l t e d  i n  an e x t e r i o r  change. The p a r l o r  window, "one 
of t hose  p l easan t  nooks," t hus  p r o j e c t s  from t h e  l e f t  r a t h e r  than t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  wa l l .  
However, l i k e  Downing's example, Burgh Westra appa ren t ly  was b u i l t  w i th  t h e  one-story 
Gothic g a l l e r y  o r  "umbrage" ac ross  i t s  e a s t  f r o n t ;  i t  has s i n c e  been r ep laced  by a 
s imple modern porch of  s i m i l a r  dimensions. La te r  add i t ions  t o  t h e  house inc lude  a frame 
pantry wing on t h e  sou th  s i d e  and an ad jacen t  low, modern wing of  b r i c k  con ta in ing  t h e  
k i tchen .  This wing connects  t h e  house wi th  a contemporary outbui ld ing .  Other  ou tbu i ld -  
ings  inc lude  a  much-det.eriorated frame smokehouse and a  b r i c k  garden house t h a t  poss ib ly  
was b u i l t  as a da i ry .  

The i n t e r i o r  t r i m  of Burgh Westra is r e l a t i v e l y  simple. Except f o r  t h e  diamond panes 
i n  t h e  s i d e l i g h t s  and transoms, and i n  t h e  tops  of  t h e  second-f loor  windows, no d e t a i l s  
t h a t  could be descr ibed  a s  Gothic a r e  employed. The p r i n c i p a l  rooms a r e  crowned by 
p l a s t e r  co rn ices  of p l a i n  moldings, and t h e  door t r i m  i s  s tandard  a r c h i t r a v e  molding of 
t h e  period.  The mantels  i n  t h e  p a r l o r  and d in ing  room a r c  t h e  u s u a l  mid-nineteenth- 
century  examples of l i g h t  g ray  marble with rounded openings,  ornamented wi th  keystones,  
and scrpent i-ne she lves .  The s t a i r  has s c r o l l e d  brackets  of a type more c o m o l ~ l y  a s s o c i a t e  
wi th  houses o f  the  Federa l  per iod .  I t s  r a i l i n g  c o n s i s t s  of  t h i n ,  square  b a l u s t e r s  and 
rounded handra i l .  F i l l i n g  t h e  house i s  an admirable accumulation of  fami ly  f u r n i t u r e , .  

(See con t inua t ion  s h e e t  # 2 )  
. . 
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SPECIFIC DATES 	 BUILDERIARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The g r e a t  i n f luence  of a r c h i t e c t u r a l  c r i t i c  and h o r t i c u l t u r i s t  Andrew Jackson kwning  
on American house des ign  i s  evident  i n  t h e  sco res  of  v i l l a s a n d  c o t t a g e s  s c a t t e r e d  
ac ross  t h e  count ry  t h a t  a r e  based on i l l u s t r a t i o n s  published i n  Downing's h igh ly  popu- 
l a r  books. However, only  r a r e l y  does t h e r e  appear such c l ea r -cu t  primary evidence of 
Downing's impact on one of h i s  contemporaries a s  is found with Burgh Mestra,  a Gothic-
s t y l e  c o t t a g e  on t h e  banks of t h e  North River  i n  Gloucester  County. Preserved i n  t h e  
l i b r a r y  t h e r e  i s  an e a r l y  e d i t i o n  ( the  t i t l e  page is missing)  of Downing's Cottage 
Residences ( f i r s t  e d i t i o n  1842), one of  t h e  most widely d i s t r i b u t e d  p a t t e r n  books of  

I 	 i t s  day, i n  which Downing published f i f t e e n  suggested designs f o r  houses i n  v a r i o u s  
s t y l e s .  The book o r i g i n a l l y  belonged t o  P h i l i p  Alexander T a l i a f e r r o ,  t h e  person f o r  

j 	 r<liom Eurgh Westra was b u i l t .  Its i l l u s t r a t i o n s  c l e a r l y  i n s p i r e d  T a l i a f e r r o ,  f o r  i ts  
! 	 f l y l e a v e s  and margins a r e  f i l l e d  wi th  h i s  ske tches  and notes  f o r  house p lans ,  dimensions, 
( 	 and d e t a i l s .  He s e t t l e d  on "Design III", a c o t t a g e  i n  t h e  "Pointed o r  Tudor S ty le" ,  
! 	 as  h i s  model appa ren t ly  because Downing suggested t h i s  a s  a house a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  a  s i t e  

on a body of water ,  and Downing's d e t a i l e d  d e s c r i p t i o n  of  t h e  s e t t i n g  could  e a s i l y  be 
t h a t  of Burgh Westra. Although c e r t a i n  obvious modif ica t ions  were made, t h e  house i s  
a q u i t e  l i t e r a l  copy of t h e  Tudor Gothic dwell ing i n  Cottage Residences. 

P h i l i p  T a l i a f e r r o  was born i n t o  an o l d  Gloucester  County family;  he was t h e  second s o n  
of Warner Throckmorton T a l i a f e r r o  and Leah Seddon T a l i a f e r r o ,  s i s t e r  o f  James A. Seddon, 
l a t e r  t h e  Confederate  S e c r e t a r y  of War. The fami ly  home was Be l l e  V i l l e ,  Located down 
t h e  North River  from Burgh Westra. T a l i a f e r r o  rias graduated from t h e  College of William 
and Mary i n  t h e  1840s and then s t u d i e d  medicine a t  t h e  Medical College of V i r g i n i a ,  t h e  
UniversiLy of V i r g i n i a ,  and Je f f e r son  Medical College i n  Phi lade lphia .  He then  t r a v e l e d  
i n  Europe f o r  two o r  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  v i s i t i n g  h o s p i t a l s  and medical schools  i n  London, P a r i s ,  
and Dublin. H i s  account l c d g c r ,  s t i l l  i n  t h e  possess ion  of  t h e  fami ly ,  shows t h a t  he 
was hack i n  Glouces ter  County p r a c t i c i n g  medicine by 1852. 

According t o  t h e  county land t a x  r eco rds ,  Burgh Westra was completed by 1851. The prop- 1 1/ Ic r t y  on which it was e r e c t e d  was owned by P l ~ i l i p  T a l i a f e r r o ' s  f a t h e r  and d i d  not  o f f i -
c i a l l y  come i n t o  t h e  doc to r ' s  possess ion  u n t i l  1871. Construct ion of  t h e  house appa ren t ly  /
began whi l e  T a l i a f e r r o  was s t i l l  i n  Europe and probably was supervised  by h i s  f a t h e r .  
D r .  T a l i a f e r r o ' s  ske tches  and notes  i n  h i s  copy o f  Cottage Residences i n d i c a t e ,  however, 
t h a t  t h e  choice  of t h e  des ign  was c l e a r l y  h i s  own, I 
During t h e  War k t w e e n  t h e  S t a t e s ,  D r .  T a l i a f e r r o  accompanied h i s  s t ep -b ro the r ,  W i l l i a i n  
Booth T a l i a f e r r o ,  a gene ra l  i n  t h e  Confederate  army, t o  serve  with General Thomas Jackson 
i n  t h e  Shcnanrloah Valley.  Serving a s  an aide-de-camp r a t h e r  than  a surgeon,  he p a r t i c -  
i pa t ed  i n  t h e  b a t t l e s  of Cedar Mountain and Groveton, where General T a l i a f e r r o  was 
wounded. D r .  T a l i a f c r r o  then  ncconlpanicd t h e  genera l  t o  Richn~ond f o r  recupera t ion .  
Lcarni.ng t h e r e  t h a t  Glouces ter  County, then i n  the  hands of Union t roops ,  was without  a 

(See con t inua t ion  shee t  %3) 
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F a r r a r ,  Emmie Ferguson. O l d  V i ro in i a  ~ o u s e s ,The Wobjaclc.Bay Country. New York, 1955 

Unpublished manuscript i n  Vi rg in i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission a rch ives .  
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7. DESCRIPTION 

most ly n ine teenth-century ,  which lends t h e  i n t e r i o r  a t a s t e f u l  and comfortable charac-  
t e r  s u i t a b l e  f o r  what Downing descr ibes  as  " the more s imple and u n o s t e n t a t i o u s  h a b i t s  
of country l i f e . "  

Burgh Westra i s  maintained i n  e x c e l l e n t  cond i t ion  by r e l a t i v e s  of t h e  b u i l d e r  who make , 
i t  t h e i r  permanent home. 

In a j u s t  s e t t i n g - o f  b o t h o p e n  and tree-covered land ,  Burgh Westra i s  cen te red  on . . 

t h e  n ine  ac res  comprising t h e  easternmost por t ion  of t h e  p resen t  owners' p roper ty .  


, . 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE 

doc to r ,  he obta ined  a s p e c i a l  waiver t o  resume t h e  p r a c t i c e  of medicine a t  h i s  home. 

Me spen t  t h e  remainder of  t h e  war t r e a t i n g  h i s  p a t i e n t s ,  using Burgh Westra as  a 


I 
h o s p i t a l .  I 


D r ,  T a l i a f e r r o  d ied  c h i l d l e s s .  He l e f t  Burgh Westra t o  h i s  f a v o r i t e  n i ece ,  Susan 

Tal iaEerro Wellford Marshal l .  The proper ty  c u r r e n t l y  i s  owned by M r .  and M r s .  L.  B. i 


i 
Boyd; Mrs. Boyd is the  daughter  of Susan 'I.W. Marshall .  
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