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The West side of the home facing Cappahosic Rd is two bays wide. T h s  side exhibits extensive 
alterations to the exterior wall of the attic level. The chimney appears to have remained in tact, 
however, on either side of the chimney the wall had previously been damaged and altered. The 
wall on the south side of the chmney appears to have been damaged and fixed with an unknown 
white plaster-like material, which is now showing signs of wear. This part of the wall is only 
one brick thick. On the north side of the chimney, the wall had also been previously altered as 
evidenced by newer brick, which is laid in the garden English bond style. 

The rear of the home is three bays wide. The first floor windows exhibit shadows of former jack 
arches. Projecting from the rear is a modem one and a half story addition that was added in 
1983. Oriented perpendicular to the original home, the main living space of the addition is 
accessed from the historic building through a one story breezeway where the original rear door 
opened. The breezeway contains one door and one window opening to the driveway on the East 
Side of the house. This wood frame addition sits on a raised brick foundation. The exterior is 
designed with a clipped gable roof covered with wooden shmgles and walls clad in wooden 
clapboard. There are a total of four hipped dormers, two each on the east and west sides. The 
first floor is three bays wide with the door in the center. First floor windows are double hung 
sash 619, with the second story dormers being 616 double hung sash. There is one large brick 
exterior side chimney on thls addition, running parallel to the rear of the historic home. The 
chimney and foundation are both laid in the Flemish bond. There are also two narrow glass 
windows on either side of the chimney on the second level. 

The East Side of the home contains two bays. The windows on this side of the home have jack 
arches, which were rebuilt. The visible closer bricks indicate the alteration in the size of the 
window. There is a cellar entrance, whch sits directly under the southeastern window. This 
brick addition houses brick stairs descending into the cellar. The cellar is large and open with 
concrete pillars breaking the space to brace the original floor above. The floor has been raised 
over time to its current height, over a foot above its original location found during an 
archaeological investigation. 

Detailed Interior Description 

The first floor and second floor plans are almost identical to each other. There are four main 
rooms on each floor with the two in the rear being larger. Each of the rooms has an interior 
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comer fireplace at a forty-five degree angle. All of the fireplaces have been rebuilt. The pine 
flooring throughout a majority of the house is original, as are the ceilings. There have been 
some repairs to the flooring in the rear parlor to the east as well as to the second floor hallway. 
The ceilings in the front west room on both floors have also been replaced. In 1947, solid 
mahogany paneling was added from floor to ceiling in the rear west room, which was the dining 
room. Mahogany wainscoting was added to the front and rear parlors on the east. In addition to 
the wainscoting, the fireplace wall in the rear parlor was clad in mahogany paneling from floor 
to ceiling, with a solid wood mantel. A mahogany mantel was added to both of the front rooms, 
as well. 

The southwest door enters into a hallway that runs half the length of the house and opens into the 
large rear dining room. A narrow, three foot wide, stairway rises on the East Side of the 
hallway. This closed-string stair is composed of two stair runs with a set of winders connecting 
the upper and lowers runs to a small landing. There is a short closet opening onto the landing. 
The original balusters, made of poplar, appear with an urn and column design. 
The only difference in the floor plans of the first and second floors is in the hallway. On the 
second floor the hallway extends to the rear of the home where a modem bathroom has been 
added between the two rear rooms. All of the mantels in the upper rooms are early, and three are 
original. The three original mantels are of a very simple design and are located in the southwest 
bedchamber, northwest bedchamber and northeast bedchamber. The fourth, located in the 
southeast bedchamber, is an early 19"- century style, which is the only example seen in the 
home, indicating it was a later addtion. There is access to the attic via a pull down stair in the 
second floor hallway. 

Once in the attic, much of the original roof rafter structure can be seen. The rear slope has seen 
replacements of the three internal rear principal beams and their braces. The original posts are 
tenoned at their upper ends to the principles with wooden pegs. The original hand carved 
Roman numeral markings can also been seen on the ceiling joists from the attic. The old 
chimneystacks, which sit on top of triangular masonry bases, can be seen rising through the 
original framing of the end roof slopes. 
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Outbuildings 

There are several other buildings on the property that are not contributing structures. The 
present owners built a modem carriage house style garage, which sits to the northeast of the 
main home, in 1999. It is a one and a half story structure with a clipped gable roof and has two 
large bam style double doors and one single door, whlch leads into a small office. The roof is 
covered with wood shingle and the sides are clad in wooden clapboard. 

Adjacent to this building is a small one and a half story guesthouse and a pump house. The 
guesthouse has a side gabled standing seam red tin roof and a rear addition with a downward 
sloped roof It is clad in wooden clapboard. The pump house is a square structure clad in 
wooden clapboard with a pyramid shaped wood shingle roof 

Just to the southwest of the guesthouse is a modem well house. This wooden structure contains 
four piers supporting a pyramidal shaped wood shingle roof over a square base housing the well 
opening. 

Sitting behind the guesthouse to the northeast is a large one-story greenhouse with a front gable 
roof, built by the present owners. This glass structure sits to the southeast of a small vegetable 
and flower garden. 

On the east of the greenhouse is a one-story wood frame shed with two heavy cotton canvas flap 
doorways. On the northeast side of the vegetable and flower garden sits another small wood 
frame shed with a single heavy cotton canvas flap doorway. 

Located to the southeast of the main home is an open wooden trellis gazebo with a wood floor 
and flat open beam wood roof covering. This structure was built by the present owners and sits 
on an older brick foundation. 

The property has a natural slope to the southwest towards the river in front of the home. To the 
east of the garden and green house the property opens into a large field. The field is open to 
allow cattle from a neighboring property to graze. 
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Archaeological Description 

The archaeological site identified and associated with the Cappahosic House is a 
multicomponant site containing evidence of Late Woodland, mid- to late 18"' - and 19" -century 
occupations. The site is located on a natural terrace approximately 700 feet east of the north 
bank of the York River in Gloucester County, Virginia. The nominated acreage includes 4.7 
acres of relatively flat and open land. The southem half of the property is pasture, and the west 
quarter is open lawn with scattered trees and shrubs. All the present structures are located in the 
northeast quarter of the property. These include the Cappahosic House, traditionally dated to the 
first quarter of the eighteenth century, a modem carriage house style garage, a greenhouse, a 
guest house, a shed, and a small pole barn. 

In July 2002, the David Brown Company conducted subsurface testing to determine the nature 
and distribution of archaeologcal resources w i t h  the 4.7-acre property. The testing plan 
consisted of excavating systematic shovel tests at fifty-foot intervals. 88 shovel tests were 
excavated and all were positive. The survey revealed a nonrandom distribution of mid- to late 
18"- and 19"- century artifacts. Three adjacent shovel tests also contained a total of four Late 
Woodland pottery sherds. The shovel tests averaged 1.3 feet deep with a foot of plow zone and a 
small transitional layer to subsoil. No subsurface features were identified by the shovel testing. 
Excavation of a single test unit within the Cappahosic House Cellar exposed intact living 
surfaces and one feature. 

A 4' X 4' test unit was dug at the base of the cellar stairs in an attempt to determine if there was 
a builders trench present andor intact within the cellar. This unit revealed a round feature 1 foot 
in diameter at a depth of 3.35 feet below the modem cellar floor, but no builder's trench was 
evident. The feature was excavated and contained only brick bats and rubble. The test unit also 
revealed successive repair work on the cellar floor and stairs, including portions of the original 
or first phase brick stairs. Layer A consisted of clay fill used to fill in the cellar to its present 
level. No artifacts were recovered from this layer. Layers C and E were wash layers containing 
late 18"- and 19"- century artifacts. Layers B and D represent the first renovation or repair to 
the cellar floor. These layers contained a single white salt-glazed stoneware fragment and a 
wrought nail, indicating a deposition sometime after 1720. The original cellar floor appears to 
have been subsoil. 
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The results of the systematic shovel testing and test unit excavation, indicate a major occupation 
of the site beaming in the 18" century. The testing recovered sherds of Nottingham stoneware, 
white salt glazed stoneware, creamware, colonoware, Rhenish stonewares, and shell-edged, and 
transfer-printed pearlwares. The artifacts were mrectly associated with and concentrated 
adjacent to the above ground structures. 
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Statement of Significance 

Summary 

Cappahosic House stands on the York River as one of the few remaining pre-Revolutionary 
homes in Gloucester Countv. This Georgian stvle brick home has retained manv of its original -
features including flooring,-ceiling joistsand s i v e d  mantels. Throughout its nkarly 250 years 
of history, the home has been occupied by various families whose influence on the site have 
shaped i; into the present condition without damaging its integrity. This home is significant 
under Criterion C for architecture because of the number of original features it retains and its -
ability to represent mid-1 8'- century Georgian architecture as a rarity in Gloucester County. It 
also is significant under Criterion D for archaeological deposits that could add to our 
understanding of the history of the Cappahosic House. 

Historical Background 

The land that became Gloucester County was included as part of Charles h v e r  County, one of 
the eight original shires in Virginia, in 1634. This became York County in 1643. A few years 
later in 1651, the northern part of York County between the York and Piankitank Rivers became 
Gloucester County. This area was given its name in honor of Henry, Duke of Gloucester, King 
Charles 1's young son. Early Gloucester County did not remain in tact long as the Western 
section beyond Poropotank Creek was sectioned off to become New Kent County. By 1702, 
Gloucester County was the largest in Virginia in regards to population with 5834 people living 
within its four parishes. The county flourished with tobacco as its staple crop. The final 
alteration to the size of the county was made in 1790 when the Northeast and eastern sections 
were siphoned off to create Mathews county.' 

The site of Cappahosic is first referenced in Captain John Smith SAmerica, Powhatan promised 
"he would give him [John Smith] the county of Capahowasick" in exchange for "two great guns, 
and a grindstone."2 This exchange between Powhatan and John Smith dates to 1608 and is 
referenced in Old Virginia Houses by Emmie Furgeson Fmar where she explains the meaning if 
the Indian name. She states that according to William Wallace Tooker the name is derived from 
Natick Kuppoho-we-es-et and means "at, or near the place of shelter," or "a haven.") John 
Stubbs first patented the Cappahosic land tract on April 24, 1703 when he patented 50 acres in 
















