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DESCF‘lBL THE FHEShNT AND QRIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCGCE

Roaring Springs is located off a country road just te the north of
the village of Gloucester Court House. The colonial farmhouse is situated
in a park-like sctting, being surrounded with broad lawns and large shade
trees on the edge cf fields once used for growing narcissus. Behind the
. house is an old-fashioned flower garden whose box borders have grown up so
that the paths now tunnel through the shrubbery. Immediately to the south
of the front lawn is a tree-shaded pond fed by the large spring from which

the place takes its name. The property retains only one early outbuilding, |
| a frame smokehouse located just to the northwest of the house. !

The one-and-a-half-story gambrel roofed house is built in two '

sections. The two-bay west end of the house is the original portion and
the two-bay east end is a later addition. The division between the two
sections can be detected easily since the east end is slightly deeper and
tailer than the original section. The general architectural character and !
surviving architectural details in the two sections are quite similar, E
indicating that the east end was a very early addition, erected probably no |
sore than fifteen to twenty years later than the original portionm. The
chief evidence for the west end being the original portion is that the east
foundation wall for that section (now situated between the two halves of the
house) is an exterior wall laid in Flemish bond.

Most of the house's exterior fabric such as clapboarxding, roofing,
| and sash has been renewed. Two original interior end chimneys, however,
arc preserved. Fach stack has a corbeled cap with plastered band. Nearly
all the sash and window trim, both in the dormers ard on the first floor =
appear to have been renewed around the second quarter of the nineteenth
! century when the house apparently underwent an extensive renovation. All
the windows have symmetrically molded trim with corner blocks, and thin-

. muntin sash. The front doorway also dates from the mid-nineteenth century,
. having glazed sidelights and rectangular transom framing a Gréek 'Revival-
| type door with six octagonal panels. The three-bay hipped roof porch is

‘also a later addition. The kitchen wing on the west end incorporates an
early but not original porch.

The chief glory of Roaring Spring's interior is the splendid
paneled end wall in the large east room. This wall is composed of a panele
chimneypiece flanked by fluted floor-to-ceiling pilasters. Beyond the |
pilastexs are round-arched openings framing the end windows. The arches are
supported on fluted pilasters and are topped with fluted keystones. The
alcoves behind the arches originally were lined with shelves hung with
clazed sashes in the manner of Toddsbury, a colonial plantation house also in
Gloucester County. The sashes have been removed, however, and three sets
of the shelves have been closed off with mid-nineteenth century doors.
Unfortunately the original mantel shelf has been replaced with a somewhat
plain Greek Revival-type mantel, although the outline of the original can i
still be detected. Except for the mantel and the three later coors set J
into the sides of the arches, the whole of this end wall has been oak r*r&me.c.
| and has mellowed to a dark rich color. Around the rest of the room is !
| paneled wainscot and molded cornice which is also oak grained. The doorways
and windows are all treated with mid-nineteenth century trim.

The present three-flight stair in the hall 1is thought to have been
installed when the east room was added even thougi it is located in the

?arlier portion of the house. This handsome scair is treated with a |
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STATEMEMNT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Roaring Spring: stands as one of the most picturesque and hand-
somely sited eighteenth century farmhouses in Gloucester County, Named
for the large spring to the southwest of the dwelling which in early times
, is said to have made a "roaring sound” from an underground cascade or
waterfall, the rambling gambrel roof dwelling makes no pretensions to
. nigh-style colonial architecture, rather it is an archetypical example of
| the informal "01d Virginia" homestead, remodelled and added on to over
| wmany generations. The house's charm is greatly enhanced by its park-like
setting and surrounding rolling countryside which contrasts with the flat
| landscape around the Gloucester County houses located along the rivers.
Despite its general informal quality, Roaring Spring possesses a paneled
end wall of major significance. Over twenty feet in width, this superb
wall, with its fluted pilasters and arched openings, is the widest of a
| series of such walls in the Gloucester County region. Other examples are to
i be found in Toddsbury, Goshen, Belle Farm (formerly in Gloucester County,
I
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but dismanteled and re-erected in Williamsburg), and Chelsea in nearoy
King William County.

. Because of the destruction of most of the early records of
Gloucester County little is know of the early history of Roaring Spring. !
1t may have been part of Mordecai Cooke's 1,174 acre tract patented in !
1659 which was bounded by Cow Creek on its west bank, and was known to have
proceeded north of '"Mordecai's Mount." Architecturally both the original
. portion of the house and the east end belong to the first half of the
¢ eighteenth century, but the exact construction dace and builder are unknown
The earliest documented mention of the property is a policy of the Mutual
aAssurance Society made out for the then owner, Francis Thornton, in 1802. |
Covered by the policy was a dwelling house 58 feet by 25 feet, a wood |
smokehouse, a wooden barn, and a wood kitc hen, Thornton renewed the policy
in 1805 and 1815. The earliest mention of the property in the surviving }
{ Gloucester County records is 1825 when Richard Baytop Taliaferro was given |
“a life estate", transferred to him by "intermarriage with Eliza 3. l

|

i S ——

Thornton'.  In 1860 Eliza Taliaferro's estate sold the property to William]
Stephen Field. In 1879 Sallie T. Field sold it to Joseph Franklin of

St. Louis, Michigan. On January 30, 1901, Roaring Spring was acquired by
Richard Mott Janney of Montgomery County, Maryland. The house had been unf
occupied for some years when Janney bought it, and extensive renovation ;

was required. The present owners of Roaring Spring are childien of
Richard Janney.
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molded handrail, partially reeded square balusters set on a diagonal, square

newels and scrolled brackets. The hall is also Surrounded with paneled
wainscot which ascends the stairwell, Unfortunately all the original trim
in the west room has been replaced with very simple mid-nineteenth century

The second floor plan has been altered to some extent by the
enclosing of part of the Upper portion of the hall. The only original
woodwork remaining on the second floor includes the upper portion of the
stair railing and four Six-paneled doors. Two of these doors are used in

other two are in the west bedroom - one used in the entrance and one for a
closet, Despite the difference in age in the house's two ends the doors
are idencical.

Although the Roaring Spring house has not been formally restored,
it is maintained in excellent condition. The interior maintains an
atmosphere of age and charm which is enhanced by the present owners' exten-
sive collection of Virginia antiques,
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Virginia 51

1120 STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION &

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION. |

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional ilistoric Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evzluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service, The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

National State % Local [

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

Narme /‘Q /h—ﬂ//} |
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J. R¢ Fishburne, Director
Title Va. Historic Landmarks Commission
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