


17. DESCRIPTION 1 
(Check 0"s) 

F o i r  Osterioratod 0 Ruins Uns rposad  0 

The e l l  j u s t  n o r t h  of t h e  small  s t a i r  h a l l  i s  panel led on the  chimney w a l l ,  
bu t  the  r ec t angu la r  openings a t  e i t h e r  s i d e  have no doors a s  i n  the  case  of 
t h e  west room. A corn ice ,  p l a s t e r  wa l l ,  and dado complete t h e  room. The 
u p s t a i r s  bedrooms a r e  p a n e l l e d , i n a  s i m i l a r  manner t o  t h i s  room. 
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INTEGRITY 
Altered Unmltered 

Toddsbury i s  a  b r i c k  one-and-a-half s t o r y  gambrel roofed house which has 
evolved through s e v e r a l  s t a g e s  of cons t ruc t ion ,  poss ib ly  beginning i n  the  1 

(Cheek One) 

Moved 0 Original Si te  

seventeenth century ,  i n t o  a n  e l l - shaped plan.  White p a i n t  and a  t h i n  veneer 
of s tucco  have p a r t i a l l y  obscured the  Flemish bond brickwork and have made 
a n a l y s i s  of the  type of b r i c k  and mortar j o i n t s  impossible.  I n t e r i o r  end 
chimneys occur a t  both ends of the  r i v e r  (south)  f r o n t  s e c t i o n  and a t  the  
end of the e l l  (northern)  p fo jec t ion .  A two-level pedimented frame porch 
p r o j e c t s  from the  c e n t e r  of the  s ix-bay south f r o n t  and i s  enclosed on the  
second l e v e l .  While t h i s  type of form i s  c e r t a i n l y  medieval i n  c h a r a c t e r ,  
t h e r e  is  nothing i n  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  or  des ign  used which d a t e s  i t  from the  
seventeenth century .  A b r i c k  k i t chen  has beer, b u i l t  and a t tached by hyphen 
to  the  e a s t  end of,Toddsbury i n  th,is century ,  and a small  b r i c k  porch wi th  
shed roof was added t o  the  no r th  f r o n t .  Most windows a r e  nine-over-nine 
except f o r  t h e  end w a l l  of the, e l l  yh ich  has four-over-four  sash.  The 
d a i r y  and we l l  t o  the  nor.th have bepn renovated and p a r t i a l l y  r econs t ruc ted ,  
and the  i c e  house a  few hundred yards t o  the west has had i t s  roof r e b u i l t .  

'The two major rooms a r e  t o  t h e  e a s t  and west of  a  wide h a l l  whose s t a i r ,  
c o n s i s t i n g  of  a  simple square  newel, r a i l i n g ,  and th ree  r ec t angu la r  
b a l u s t e r s  pe r  t r e a d e r ,  seems t o  be cons iderably  d i f f e r e n t  from any eighteen:h-l  
century  o r  e a r l i e r  o r i g i n a l  des ign .  This h a l l  opens onto the  small  shed 
porch a d d i t i o n  t o  the no r th  and the  f i r s t  l e v e l  of the  two-story frame 
porch on t h e  south  and f e a t u r e s  a  modillioned corn ice  and panel led dado. 
To t h e  e a s t  i s  a  f u l l y  panel led room which has arched r ecesses  on e i t h e r  
s i d e  of the chimney b r e a s t .  Molded a r c h i v o l t s  w i th  a  c e n t r a l  keystone 
and imposts r e s t i n g  on f l u t e d  p i l a s t e r s  frame the  deep r ecesses  which c o n t a i l  
windows wi th  panel led  s h u t t e r s  s e t  i n t o  the  r evea l s ,  a  f e a t u r e  -which a l l  
f i r s t  f l o o r  windows have, a s  wel l  a s  window s e a t s .  The two windows on the  
south  wa l l  have a r c h i t r a v e  framings which p r o j e c t  enough t o  cause a -  subsequellt 
break i n  t h e  co rn ice  above; a  keystone a t  the  c e n t e r  of  both windows adds 
an unusual d i s t i n c t i o n  t c  chis  f i n e  room. The west room c o n t r a s t s  wi th  i ts  
coun te rpa r t  t o  t h e  e a s t  oy having small  c l o s e t s  wi th  doors a t  e i t h e r  s i d e  
of the  chimney b r e a s t  and f l u t e d  p i l a s t e r s  between. The windows a r e  a l s o  
t r e a t e d  wi th  keystones i n  c h i s  room. A narrow s t a i r  h a l l  which f l anks  the  
no r th  wa l l  of the  e a s t  room i s  s a i d  t o  be contemporary wi th  the  e a r l i e s t  
po r t ions  of t h e  house. The e a s t  and west doorways t o  t h i s  h a l l ,  which once 
were e x t e r i o r  en t r ances  but  now have been enclosed,  have f l a t  a r c h  l i n t e l s  
with a  cur ious  " l inenfold"  p a t t e r n  where a  keystone would o f t e n  be placed. 
This f e a t u r e  should not  be over-emphasized a s  a n  ind ica t ion  of  a  seventeenth 
century  d a t e  s i n c e  molded keystones of t h e  l a t e -e igh teen th  century  have 
des igns  of a  somewhat s i m i l a r  p a t t e r n ;  however, a  small enclosed porch and 
s t a i r  u n i t  i s  of a  medieval o r i g i n .  
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Captain Thomas Todd, the  younger, i nhe r i t ed  the  Toddsbury proper ty  and 
l ived  the re  u n t i l  h i s  dea th  i n  17L4/'25. He served a s  a J u s t i c e  of the 
Peace fo r  Gloucester  from 1696 a t i i  1702 and was bui-ied fn .  the  .£amily 

. . I  

graveyard"neaf the  house. ' i n  l704/05 i t  is"re'cdkdkd t h a t  lie' &ld  884 
a c r e s  i n  t h e  a rea  of  the  Tociasbury proper ty .  C a p t 5 i n i p d d  y ~ r i e d .  E l i zabe t  
.Bernard; daughter  of Colonel ~ i l l i a A " ~ & A a r d .  T h < ~ r  sdn,' Captain ch> i s tophe r  
Todd (1690-1743), i n h e r i t e d  Toddsbury from his.  f a t h e r .  Chris topher  Todd 
served a s  a cap ta in  i n  the  1dc.a~ m i l i t i a  and as i ~ G s t i c e  d£ the  Peace i n  
1727. He married El izabeth  Mason, daughter  of Lemuel Mason, a prominent 
merchant i n  Lower ~orfo1k; ' and '  i s  buried i n  the  graveyard a t  Toddsbur);. 
Among o t h e r  c h i l d r e n ,  he l e f t  a son Thomas and a daughter Lucy. It  i s  
be l ieved  t h a t  T k m s  Todd (1724-1794) died without  i s sue ,  and the  proper ty  
descended t o  h i s  nephew, P h i l i p  T a s  (1750-1822), son of Lucy Todd 
and her  husband Edward Tabb (1719-1782). A t  h i s  dea th ,  the 
t o  h i s  son Thomas Todd Tabb (1782-L835) and remained i n  t h e  hands of Todd 
descendants u n t i l  t h e  mid-nineteenth cen tu ry .  

Music Transportalion 

S T A T E M E N T  O F  5 1 G N I F I C A N C E  ( Include P B I B M B S ~ ~ ,  Dales ,  Events ,  E t c . )  

According t o  t r a d i t i o n ,  Toddsbury was b u i l t  by $omas ~ d d d  (d,ied 1676) 
who pa tented  700 a c r e s  on the  North River i n  166.5. By ,1,669 Todd had . i 

moved t o  Baltimore County, Maryland, 6 u t  apparent ly  his '  ,son 'Thomas (16'60- 
1724/25) was l i v i n g  on the  proper ty  before h i s  f a t h e r ' s  death.  While 
on board a s h i p  bound f o r  England, Thomas Todd, the  e l d e r ,  who had made 
h i s  son Thomas h i s  s o l e  executor ,  wrote a l e t t e r  d i r e c t e d  t o  "my son 
Thomas Todd a t  h i s  house on t h e  North River" i n  Gloucester  County. This 
was s h o r t l y  before  h i s  dea th  i n  1676. I t . i s  un l ike ly  t h a t  a s ix teen-year -  
o ld  boy would have b u i l t  himself a b r i c k  house, but  whether the p resen t  
house a t  Toddsbury was b u i l t  by the  e l d e r  Todd o r  by h i s  son a t  some l a t e r  
d a t e  i s  unknown. 

I 

Because Toddsbury's e x t e r i o r  b r i c k  d e t a i l i n g  has been cons iderably  obscured 
a s tudy of the  brickwork would be use l e s s  i n  s e t t i n g  a d a t e  of cons t ruc t ion .  
However, the  i n t e r i o r  woodwork, which shows remarkable cons is tency  of  
s t y l e  from room t o  room, appears  t o  d a t e  from the  f i r s t  h a l f  of t h e  
e igh teen th  century  and i s  reminiscent  of Wilton, Tazewell Hal l ,  and Chelsea 
i n  design.  The enlargement of  an o r i g i n a l  seventeenth century  b r i c k  
s t r u c t u r e  i n t o  a l a r g e r  dwell ing wi th  new i n t e r i o r  pane l l ing  could exp la in  
the  evo lu t ion  of  Toddsbury i n t o  i t s  present  appearance. 
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