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I 
P a i r f i e l d ,  a late seventeenth-century  p l a n t a t i o n  house wi th  

i r ; i p o r t m t  transitional a r c h i t e c t u r a l  forms,  s tood  u n t i l  about  
1997 cr, . Tl lc  nans ion  s i t e  i s  overgrown w i t h  v e g z t a t l o n ,  and t h e  
surr lounaing f i e l d s  a:-e c u l t l v a t c d .  The w a l l s  above ground 1eve:- 
were rc:noved af ' ier  t h e  f i r e ,  but  t h e  bui ldir ;gf  s e x t e r i o r  
appearance  i s  r eco rded  i n  s e v e r a l  e a r l y  photographs .  The FlemI:,h 
bond b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  c o n s i s t e d  of a two-story r e c t a n g u l a r , b l o c k  
w i ' ~ 1 1  a s i n z l e - s t o r y  e l i .  The wing.was covered wi th  a h ipped  
r o o f ,  b e l i e v e d  t o  L e  t n e  e a r l i e s t  example of t h i s  roo f  form 
known i n  Aner ica .  The  hipped r o o f ,  a common f e a t u r e  of  most 
major e i g n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  V i r g i n i a  houses ,  contras ted w i t h  a 
Yudor-Stuar t  s t y l e  t r i p l e  diamond-stack chimney a t  t h e  e a s t  end 
of  t h e  wing. The cl:.irnneywas similar t o  exarrlples s u r v i v i n g  a t  
Bacon's C a s t l e  i n  S u r y  County and Winona i n  Northampton 
County, a l t h o u g h  thct Fa r i r f i e ld  example was I n t e r i o r - e n d  and 
p i e r c e s  t h e  eaves ,  while  t h e  o t h e r s  a r e  e x t e r i o r .  Two s e t s  of 
s n o r t  d o ~ b l c  diamozci-stack chimneys p i e r c e d t h e  r i d g e  o f  t h e  
g a b l c  roo f  on t h e  ri1a9n b lock  of t h e  house.  These chimneys,  unic,uF 
I n  America,  lzad t h e  same c o r b e l l e d  caps and double  bands of 
p l a s t e r  found on t h e  l a r g e  chimney, and they  rose from similar 
low bases w i t h  mouse-tooth cou r ses  and p l a s ~ e r  bands.  A s k e t c h  
of' t h e  wes t  s i d e ,  drawn about  1930 and said t o  f o l l o w  an  o l d  
photograph ,  shows t h e  b e l t  cou r se  r i s i n g  above a door  on t h e  
two-story s e c x i o n .  This  i s  a t y p i c a l  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  
f e a t u r e  and i s  a l s o  found on C r i s s  Cross  and F o s t e r ' s  C a s t l e ,  

t h e  new p a r t  of t h e  house . I t  Dormers on t h e  n o r t h  wing appear  tf - 
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The  house appea r s  t o  have developed i n  t h r e e  s t a g e s .  The 
s o u t h e r n  t h r e e  bays of t h e  two-story s e c t i o n  may be t h e  e a r l i e s t ; ,  
and i t s  g a b l e  i s  s a l d  t o  have he ld  an i r o n  m a c e  forming  t h e  
d a t e  1 6 9 2  w i t h  i n i t l a l s  " L . A . B . "  - f o r  Lewis and A b i g a i l  
Eurwel l .  T h i s  s o u t h e r n  s e c t i o n  would have had a s i d e  h a l l  p l a n ,  
w i t h  one e x t e r l o r  and one i n t e r i o r - e n d  chimney. The wide 
n o r t h e r n  oay of t h e  two-story s e c t i o n  may be t h e  l a t e s t  s t a g e  
of c o n s t r u c t i c n  connec t ing  t h e  e a r l i e r  b u i l d i n g  t o  t h e  s o u t h  

i 
b o t h  i n  New Kent County. The s k e t c h  shows t h e  n o r t h  end of t h e  I 
one-and-a-half-s tory wing a s  having a gab le  roo f  r a t h e r  t h a n  i 
h i p .  F a i r f i e l c !  e x h . i b i t s  e a r l y  use  of a mod i l l i oned  c o r n i c e ,  ! 

s e v e n t e e n t h  cen tu ry  f e a t u r e .  
wh i l e  t h e  s m a l l  squa re  dormer on t h e  e a s t  roof  may have been a rar 
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w i t h  t h e  s tory-and-a-ha l f  b lock  t o  t h e  n o r t h .  Var i ed  b e l t -  
c o u r s e  w id th ,  window t r e a t m e n t ,  and w a t e r t a b l e  b r i c k  bond shcw 
t h a t  t h e  two-story olockwas of two c o n s t r ~ c t i o n  p e r i o d s .  The 
s tory-and-a-half  wing may have been b u i l t  as a f r e e - s t a n d i n g  
s t r u c t u r e  a f t e r  comple t ion  of t h e  1692 b lock .  Four t i l e s  
framed b y  molded b r i c k s  formed a d e c o r a t i v e  squa re  on t h e  
t r i p l e - s t a c k  chimney base. Thio f e a t u r e  may be r e l a t e d  t o  a 
n o t e ,  w r i t t c n  i n  an o l d  hand, on t h e  back of an e a r l y  photograp 
i n  t h e  V i r g i n i a  Historical S o c i e t y :  "1694 on t h i s  chimney on 
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7. ( 1 )  
date  fro2 the e a r l y  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  a s  c o e s  a l l  s a s h  v i s i b l e  
in tlle ?l lot~l_:1~apkis .  A win?; i s  s a i d  t o  nave  once  e x i s t e d  a t  t h e  
s d u t l i  e n d ,  i'oi--m-ing :i corril;lcte U-uiiapeci pl2: i .  No e v i d e n c e  f o r  
S U C i I  a w i ~ ? ~ :  i s  v i s i ! : l c  above g round ,  and ii' p l a c e d  s y m e t r i c a l l y ,  
it would h a v e  r e s u l t c d  i n  an  e x t r e m e l y  l a r g e  h o u s e  f o r  t h e  p e r i o  
T i ] ? -  7 \ 1 1 , ~ l c  a re  a number o E  p o s s i b i l i t i e s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a 
s o u t h  d e t a c h e d  aGV2;ice b u i l d i n g  m a t c h i n g  t h e  n o r t h e r n  wing ,  whic  
was p r o b a b l y  o r i g i n n l l y  d e t a c h e d .  A r c h a e ~ l a g i c a l  e x c a v a t i o n  
w i l l  be  n e c e s s a r y  t o  determine t h e  e n t i r e  h a u s e  p l a n ,  and t o  
more f i r m l y  e s  t a b l i r 7 i  . ,  t h e  sequence  of  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  

L : t t l c  d e f i n i t e  i n r o r m a t i o n  s u r v i v e s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  i n t e r i o r  
o f  F a l r f l e l d ,  a l t h o ~ i g h  t h e  n o r t h  wing i s  s a l d  t o  have  contained 
a b a l l  room w i t h  ra;her e l a b o r a t e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d e t a i l .  Unusua l  
rnarble  m a n t e l  f r a g r , e n t s  from t h i s  room s u r v i v e  a t  n e a r b y  S h e l l y  
and  '?irnberllecI< H a l l ,  and a d e s c r i p t i o n  i n  t h e  November 1 2 ,  1 9 1 1  
72 . cp-. ,,dcr;a Tinles g i s p ; ? t c h  g i v e s  a h i n t  of its e l e g a n c e :  "The 
r e r e d o s  o f  t h e  f i r e ; ? l a c e  LwasLI of wood w o ~ d e r f u l l y  c a r v e d .  
E s p e c i a l l y  b e a u t i f ~ l  was a  f e m a l e  head c a r v e d  a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o l  
o f  wooden c u r t a j n s ,  x h i c h  were drawn back ~ 5 t h  e x q u i s i t e  g r a c e . "  
T h i s  i n t e r i o r  t ~ i m  i s  s a i d  t o  have  been removed b e f o r e  t h e  f i r e .  

The basement  of  t h e  s o u t h e r n  s e c t i o n  \\.as l i g h t e d  by windows 
i n  t h e  s h o u 2 d e r - h i g h  w a t e r t a b l e .  The n o r t h  wing basement ,  which  
was n o t  l i g n t s d  by ,~ l indows,  was e n t e r e d  t h r o u g h  a g a b l e d  E n g l i s h  
bond bullchead a t  i t s  e a s t  end .  One o r  more basement  rooms had 
b r i c k  v a u l t e d  ceil::ngs, and t h e  r e m a i n s  o f  one  o f  t h e s e  a r c h e s  i s  
s t i l l  v i s i b l e  i n  t n s  r u i n s .  

I 
A p l s t  i n  t h e  G l o ~ c e s t e r  County c o u r t  : louse shows t h e  s i t e  

a s  i t  a p p e a r e d  hihen owned by t h e  L e a v e t t  i 'amily i n  1847 .  A 
s k e c c h  of  tk.e h o u s e  i s  r o u g h ,  b u t  r e c o g n i z a b l e ,  and  s e v e r a l  
o u t b u i l d i n g s  a r e  sl-,;wn. B r i c k  r u b b l e  a n d  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  
t i o n e s t i c  r e f u s e  ma-k a s i t e ,  s a i d  t o  be  a k i t c h e n ,  a  hundred  
f e e t  w e s t  o f  t h e  h o u s e .  T h i s  a p p e a r s  t o  be  t h e  s i t e  of  t h e  
s i n g l e  s t o r y  o u t b u i i d i n g  w i t h  c e n t r a l  c h i m ~ e y  shown o n  t h e  1847 
p l o t .  M r .  C e c i l  Page, a n  e l d e r l y  l o c a l  r e s i d e n t  who v i s i t e d  t h e  
h o u s e  b e f o r e  i t  was d e s t r o y e d ,  ~ e c a l l s  a t r l n n e l  s i x  f e e t .  o r  s o  
i n  h e i g h t  l e a d i n g  f rom t h e  house  t o  t h e  k i t c h e n ,  which  was t h e n  
s t i l l  s t a n d i n g .  One hundred  a n d f i f t y  f e e t  s o u t h - e a s t  of t h e  
m a n s i o ~  s i t e  i s  t h c  s i t e  of a n o t h e r  building. The basement  of 
t h i s  b u i l d i n g  was dug  i n t o  a b o u t  1965,  and i t  was f o u n d  t o  have  
b r i c k  p a v i n g  and e z r l y  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  F i l l .  A number of  
d i f f e r e n t  b o t t l e  s e a l s  were f o u n d ,  t h e  l a t e s t  d a t e  b e i n g  1710.  
I t  has beer, postu ia . - ,ed  t h a t  t h i s  was t h e , e a r l i e r  house  of Lewis 
B u r w e l l t s  f a t h e r ,  a.nd i t s  e a r l y  d e s t r u c t i a n  d a t e  would n o t  
p r e c l u d e  t h e  2 o s s i b ' i l i t y .  The b u i l d i n g  r c x a l n s  l a r g e l y  un- 
e x c a v a t e d ,  and noti-ling i s  known of  i t s  p l z n .  
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I 7 .  ( 2 )  
I m- 1:;e ;eventeen t l?  and e i g h t e e n t h  century  Burwell  t a b l e  tombs . .  

were removed from r,?c cemetery - - J 
i n  1 9 1 1 .  They a r e  l imes tone ,  of E n g l i s h  

i manufacture , -and a m n g  t h e  e a r l i e s t  Baroque s t y l e  tombs i n  

i V i r g i n i a .  
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Fairfield is a notable Virginia exaxple of the transition 
in architectsrai style from Tudor-Stuark to later more formal 
buildings. Nuch is known about the exte~ior appearance of the 

1 
structure, but In.formation about its plan and sequence of 1 
development can c ' n l y  be established by excavation. ~rchaeological 
examination of secondary buildlng sites could also prove I 
informative, and there is at least one adjoining site that nay ' 

pre-date the mansion. 1 
I 

Lewis Burwell, grandfather of the bailder of Carters Grove 
is believed to have built Fairfield in 1692. Lewis' father, 
or' the saxe name, had patented the 2350 acres A ! '  

in 1648. Lewis the builder was a member of 
the Governor's Council, and he gained financially from his 

i I 
marriage to Ablgz~ll Smith of York County, heiress of President 1 
Nathaniel Bacon. Upon Lewis1 death in 1710, Fairfield passed i 
to his son Nathaniel, who married Elizabeth, daughter of Robert 
"Kingl'Carter; ard upon Nathaniel's death, to his son Lewis. 
This third Lewis (1710-1752) was presiaezt of the Council and 
~cting governor of Virginia. His daughter Rebecca was the 

I "fair 3elin6a1' who rejected Thomas Jefferson to marry Jacquelin, 
Ambler. His son., also named Lewis, sold the Fairfield tract I 

to Colonel Robert Thurston in 1787. Thurston, his wife ~rancesl 
Simmons Jones, asd descendants are burieci in unmarked graves 
at Fairfield. T h e  plantation, then called Carter's Creek, was ! 

owned by the Leavett family when a plat was made of the 
property in 1847,. The house burned about 1897, when it was i 
!owned by the Elizabeth G. Booth estate. 
1 I 

E.A.C. i 
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