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The c e n t r a l  doorways of  t h e  no r th  and south f r o n t s  have low porches 
wi th  square pos t s  support ing gabled roofs .  On the  south o r  r i v e r  e l e v a t i o n  
t h e  porch c e i l i n g ,  a s  we l l  a s  t h e  wa l l  a r e a s  between t h e  door and p o s t s ,  
i s  ~ a n e l e d  wi th  a p a t t e r n  of long and s h o r t  u n i t s .  The porch is approached 
by a long f l i g h t  of s tone  s t e p s ,  splayed,  bu t  lacking a ba lus t rade .  The 
remarkable door of t h e  south f r o n t  has two t i e r s  of  cur ious  panels ,  
appa ren t ly  modeled a f t e r  P l a t e s  XXIII and XXVI of William Salmon's 
P a l l a d i o  Londinensis,  published i n  1734. The lower panel  i s  i n  the  form 
of a St.Andrewls Cross,  and t h e  upper s e c t i o n  has a quadrant i n  each corner  
of a square ,  w i th  a lozenge-shaped cen te r  panel having indented s ides .  
Above a r e  two square panels .  The e a s t  and west cen te r  doors  of  t h e  c e n t r a l  
u n i t  a r e  of  t h e  usua l  e ight -panel  type ,  with narrow paneled fac ings .  They 
a r e  s h e l t e r e d  by pedimented hoods wi th  paneled s o f f i t s  and have f l i g h t s  of 
s tone  s t eps .  A l l  four  of t hese  e x t e r i o r  doors a r e  o r i g i n a l .  

1. The approximate dimensions of t h e  house a r e  a s  follows: no r th  
wing, 54-feet  long and 20-feetwide; south wing 56-fee t  long and 21-feet  
wide; and c e n t r a l  hyphen, 30-fee t  long and 19-feet  wide. 
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The o l d e s t  po r t ion  of Tuckahoe, t h e  no r th  wing, was b u i l t  perhaps a s  
e a r l y  a s  1712 and was enlarged t o  i t s  present  form around 1730. Tuckahoe 
i s  a l a rge  rrame s t r u c t u r e  with brick-nogged wa l l s  b u i l t  on an H-shaped 
plan.  The house r i s e s  two s t o r i e s  from a high foundation of  b r i c k  l a i d  i n  
Flemish bond and c o n s i s t s  of two gabled s t r u c t u r e s  connected by a broad 
c e n t r a l  hyphen. The e x t e r i o r  weatherboarding and sash a r e  o r i g i n a l .  
H-plans were i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  Stephen P r ima t t ' s  book, The C i ty  and Country 
Purchaser and Bu i lde r ,  published i n  1667, and the  Vi rg in i a  Capi to l  a t  
Williamsburg was e rec t ed  on such an H-plan i n  1699. While t h e  plan of 
Tuckahoe follows P r i m a t t ' s  des ign  t o  an ext raord inary  degree,  the  a rch i -  
t e c t u r a l  h i s t o r i a n  Thomas Waterman was of t h e  opinion t h a t  Tuckahoe's 
bu i lde r  probably modeled h i s  house a f t e r  t h e  Williamsburg Cap i to l ,  
combining wi th  i t  the  usual  two-room and c e n t r a l  h a l l  p lan  then  much 
u t i l i z e d  i n  Virg in ia .  I n  f i n a l  form, f i ckahoe ' s  two end u n i t s ,  a s  we l l  a s  
t h e  connecting one,are a l l  one room i n  dep th . i  

The two long f r o n t s ,  fac ing  no r th  and south ,  have f i v e  bays each with 
centered  doors ,  and t h e  c e n t r a l  hyphen has t h r e e  bays. The narrower pro- 
j e c t i n g  gable  ends of t h e  no r th  and south  wings give the  des ign  a marked 
v e r t i c a l i t y  which i s  accentuated by t a l l ,  s lender  chimneys. The gable ends 
i n  t h e  no r th  wing a r e  b l i n d ,  and the  ends of each wing d i sp lay  d i f f e r e n t  
chimney t rea tments .  Those i n  t h e  no r th  wing p r o j e c t ,  bu t  those i n  t h e  
south wing have t h e i r  ou t s ide  faces  f l u s h  wi th  t h e  end w a l l s ,  which i n  t h i s  
wing, a r e  of  b r i ck .  The windows have o r i g i n a l  nine-over-nine-l ight  sash  
wi th  broad muntins. The second f l o o r  l e v e l  on t h e  e x t e r i o r  i s  marked by a 
wooden b e l t  course and t h e  roof l i n e  by a f i n e  o r i g i n a l  modillioned corn ice l  
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7. Descript ion:  (1) Tuckahoe P l a n t a t i o n  House 

The f l o o r  p lan  of t h e  house i s  comprised of two wings, each wi th  two 
rooms separa ted  by a  cen te r  h a l l ,  and a  c e n t r a l  connecting wing containing 
one l a rge  room o r  sa lon .  Both lower and upper rooms have f i n e ,  simple 
panel ing throughout. Three of t h e  f i n e s t  rooms i n  t h e  house a r e  loca ted  on 
t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  of t h e  no r th  wing; these  include t h e  East  P a r l o r ,  t h e  North 
Ha l l ,  and t h e  West Pa r lo r .  The wall-panel ing of  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  rooms i s  
of  an unusual form, probably in sp i r ed  by Moxon's Mechanick Exerc ises ,  
published i n  London i n  1703. The dados i n  these  rooms a r e  paneled below 
t h e  c h a i r  r a i l .  Above a r e  t a l l  corresponding panels  wi th  narrow hor i zon ta l  
f r i e z e  panels  below t h e  cornice.  I n  t h e  East  P a r l o r  of t h e  no r th  wing t h e  
f i r e p l a c e  i s  flanked by Corinthian p i l a s t e r s  on p l i n t h s .  The unf lu ted  
s h a f t s  have exaggerated e n t a s i s  and the  molded c a p i t a l s  a r e  elongated i n  
form. A t  e i t h e r  s i d e  of  t h i s  f i r e p l a c e  t h e r e  a r e  arched paneled cupboard 
doors.  

The south  s t a i r  lacks  a l l  carved t r i m  bu t  has t h e  same flowing r a i l  
and newel p o s t s  s p i r a l l e d  t o  match the b a l u s t e r s .  These resemble the  
C a r t e r ' s  Grove pos t s ,  bu t  i n  t h i s  case t h e r e  a r e  no responds, t h e  dado 
oppos i te  having no enrichment. The b racke t s  a r e  simply c u t  t o  a  p r o f i l e ,  
without o t h e r  decora t ion ,  much l i k e  those  a t  the  Wythe House (1755) i n  
Williamsburg, Virg in ia .  The f l o o r s  throughout t h e  house a r e  of wide boards 
and a r e  o r i g i n a l .  The south wing a l s o  conta ins  two f i n e l y  ~ a n e l e d  rooms, 

I t h e  d in ing  room t o  t h e  west and t h e  "ch i ld ren ' s  room" t o  t h e  e a s t .  

A t  each end of  t h e  walnut paneled sa lon  i n  t h e  cen te r  hyphen a r e  
untrimmed arches  wi th  paneled r e v e a l s ,  leading i n t o  t h e  no r th  and south 
c r o s s  h a l l s .  The s ta i rways  i n  these  h a l l s  a r e  outs tanding  examples of t h e  
e a r l y  Georgian per iod .  Both s t a i r s  have only two b a l u s t e r s  t o  a  t r e a d  
i n s t e a d  of t h e  usua l  t h r e e ;  t h e  b a l u s t e r s  a r e  e l a b o r a t e l y  turned and sp i r a l ed .  

-- Of the  two s ta i rways  t h e  nor th  one i s  much more t h e  remarkable. This s t a i r ,  
which ascends i n  two f l i g h t s  w i th  a broad landing between, has  a  p r i n c i p a l  
newel pos t  i n  the  form of  a  Corinthian co lone t t e  carved wi th  v ines  and 
f lowers and square f l u t e d  in termedia te  posts .  Both forms a r e  unusual,  the  
p r i n c i p a l  newel being p a r a l l e l e d  only by those a t  the  now-destroyed Rosewell 
( b u i l t  1726 and burned i n  1916), Gloucester County, V i rg in i a ,  and the  pos ts  
by t h e  f l u t e d  wa l l  p o s t s  at Westover (1730), Charles Ci ty  County, Virg in ia .  
The notably  f i n e  b racke t s ,  which a r e  almost i d e n t i c a l  w i th  those a t  
C a r t e r ' s  Grove (1751-1753), James C i ty  County, V i rg in i a ,  a r e  sc ro l l ed  and 
carved w i t h  acanthus and f ive -pe ta l ed  blossoms. Other sp lendid  f ea tu res  of 
t h e  no r th  s t a i r  a r e  the  carved landing and g a l l e r y  f a s c i a s .  The former i s  
s h o r t e r  and d i s p l a y s  s c r o l l e d  strapwork f o l i a t e  m o t i f s ,  and blossoms. 
The g a l l e r y  f a s c i a  has  a  flowing des ign  i n  which the  c e n t r a l  motif is a 
basket  o f  flowers from which i s s u e  r inceaux of leaves  extending t h e  f u l l  
width of t h e  g a l l e r y .  (These a r e  s i m p l i f i c a t i o n s  of t h e  superb Rosewell 
f a sc i a . )  The molded handr i a l  c a r r i e s  over t h e  pos t s  i n  ramps and eas ings ,  
t h e  p r o f i l e  of which i s  followed on the  oppos i te  wal l  by a  paneled dado. 
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The f i r s t  f l o o r  p lan  i s  repeated on t h e  second, where t h e r e  were 
o r i g i n a l l y  f i v e  l a rge  paneled bedrooms and two h a l l s .  Four of t h e  bedrooms 
and both  h a l l s  have been preserved i n t a c t ;  t h e  f i f t h  bedroom, loca ted  over 
the  c e n t r a l  connecting hyphen, however, has been subdivided by p a r t i t i o n s  
i n t o  a number of  small  rooms and modernized. The mantels throughout the  
house d a t e  from t h e  e a r l y  19th  century ,  but  the  marble f i r e p l a c e  facing 
wi th  f l a t  l i n t e l  and keystone i n  t h e  west bedroom of t h e  no r th  wing i s  
o r i g i n a l .  
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With t h e  exception of  t h e  e a r l y  19th-century mantelpieces and the  
bedroom i n  t h e  hyphen, the  f u l l y  paneled rooms remain unchanged and 
unrestored.  The house i s  i n  exce l l en t  condit ion;  used a s  a p r i v a t e  
r e s idence ,  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  i s  not  open t o  v i s i t o r s .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  mansion, t h e r e  i s  a l s o  a p l a n t a t i o n  s t r e e t  wi th  
a complex of  e a r l y  18th-century frame bui ld ings  t h a t  include a k i t chen ,  
s l aves '  q u a r t e r s ,  a smokehouse, s torage  s t r u c t u r e s ,  and the  small  one-room 
one-story school house at tended by Thomas Je f f e r son .  
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Tuckahoe was t h e  boyhood home, from 1745 t o  1752, of Thomas 
Je f f e r son ,  a Signer  of  t h e  Declara t ion  of Independence fo r  V i rg in i a ,  
p l a n t e r ,  lawyer, au thor ,  s c i e n t i s t ,  diplomat,  a r c h i t e c t ,  s tatesman,  
governor of  V i rg in i a ,  Secre tary  of S t a t e ,  Vice-President ,  and Pres ident  
of  t h e  United S t a t e s .  The mansion house i n  which J e f f e r s o n  l i v e d  and the  
small  school bui ld ing  i n  which he was educated a r e  both  s tanding and i n  
exce l l en t  condi t ion .  A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y ,  Tuckahoe, i n  i t s  completed e a r l y  
Georgian form, i s  a r a r e  American example o f  the  H-shaped house. B u i l t  
between 1712 and 1730, most o r i g i n a l  e x t e r i o r  d e t a i l s  have survived 
i n t a c t  and t h e  i n t e r i o r  i s  a l s o  remarkably unal te red .  

H i s to ry  

The o l d e s t  po r t ion  of Tuckahoe, the no r th  wing, was b u i l t  by Thomas 
Randolph, perhaps a s  e a r l y  a s  1712, and t h e  house was enlarged t o  i t s  
p re sen t  H-form around 1730, probably by William Randolph 11. On 
William Randolph's dea th  i n  1745, Pe ter  J e f f e r son  removed from "Shadwell" 
t o  Tuckahoe i n  pursuance of a promise t o  Randolph t o  a c t  a s  guardian fo r  
the  l a t t e r ' s  son,  Thomas Mann Randolph (1741-1793). Seven of t h e  f i r s t  
n ine  yea r s  of  Thomas .Jefferson's l i f e  were thus  spent  a t  Tuckahoe, where 
Je f f e r son  rece ived  h i s  elementary educat ion.  On h i s  f a t h e r ' s  dea th  i n  
1757, J e f f e r s o n  i n h e r i t e d  Shadwell and 2750 a c r e s  of  land. 

Tuckahoe remained i n  t h e  possession of t h e  Randolph family u n t i l  
1830, when it was so ld  and subsequently passed through a succession of 
owners. The p l a n t a t i o n  house and 561 ac res  of land were purchased by 
t h e  Baker family i n  1935 and t h e  e s t a t e  has  remained i n  t h e  possession 
of t h a t  family u n t i l  t h e  present .  
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