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The Octonia Stone is a granite-type rock which is part of a natural
cutcropping in a hayfield. This outcropping forms a small knoll which
contains a few trees and undergrowth. This knoll is on the south side
of a nearby small stream which flows into South River, a branch of the
Rapidan River.

A figure 8, composed of two, nearly perfect circles, is engraved upon
the Octonia Stone. A cross touches the top of this 8, The engraving
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Octonia Stone marks the terminus of the westernmost boundary line of
the 24,000-acre Octonia Grant. This grant was made by Lieutenant
Governor Spottswood to eight prominent Virginians on July 20, 1722,

The name "Octonia' is probably derived from the Latin for eight. The
eight grantees were Bartholomew Yates, Lewis Latane, John Robinson,
Jeremiah Clowder, Harry Beverley, Christopher Robinson, William Stanard,
and Edwin Thacker., The grant evidently was made as a result of several
separate petitions presented and granted in Council.

The Octonia Grant started near the mouth of Laurell Run (Poplar Run) on
the Rapidan River near Spicer's Mill in Orange County and extended to

the foot of the Blue Ridge Mountains in Greene County. With the Rapidan
River and its South River branch as the northern boundary, it was roughly
two miles wide and twenty miles long. Some of its lines exist today,
including the one from near Spicer's Mill to the present day Montpelier
property, the eastermmost line. These lines formed the base of many
Orange County surveys, and the Octonia Line is referred to in many deeds.

Inscribed stone boundary markers were rare in Virginia during the.
eighteenth century. A property boundary marker of this type so far
west is unique.
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NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICAT!ON

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is:

Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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