
7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
X excellent - deteriorated - unaltered -X original site 
- good - ruins X altered - moved date N / z  
-fair - unexposed 

D.scrlba the present and orioinal (il known) physlcal appearance 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

Locust Grove, s i t e d  on a  r o l l i n g  t r a c t  of Greene County farmland, 
is l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  end of S t a t e  Route 641, approximately one mile from State 
Route 633. The two-story frame dwel l ing was cons t ruc t ed  by I saac  
Davis, Jr .  ca.1798; h i s  descendants  added a  two-story n o r t h  wing 
( r e p l a c e d  du r ing  a  1983-1985 r e s t o r a t i o n  e f f o r t )  approximately 87 
y e a r s  l a t e r .  Most of Locust  Grove 's  o r i g i n a l  f a b r i c  and t r i m ,  
i n t e r i o r  and e x t e r i o r ,  remain i n t a c t .  I ts four-room p lan  g ives  
evidence of Davis'  adherence t o  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  i deas  embraced by 
V i r g i n i a n s  a t  t h e  t u r n  of t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  cen tury .  Only a  
smokehouse s t a n d s  from t h e  o r i g i n a l  p l a n t a t i o n  o u t b u i l d i n g  
complex. The nominated acreage  inc ludes  two c o n t r i b u t i n g  
bu i ld ings ,  t h e  dwel l ing  and smokehouse. 

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS 

I s a a c  Davis p laced  Locust  Grove a t  t h e  c r e s t  of a  h i l l ,  o r i e n t i n g  
t h e  f acade  of h i s  house t o  t h e  e a s t  and t h e  r e a r  e l e v a t i o n  west 
toward t h e  Blue Ridge Mountains. A r c h i t e c t u r a l  evidence and 
persona l  documents d i s c l o s e  t h a t  Davis may have b u i l t  a  house 
t h a t  a n t i c i p a t e d  a s t anda rd  of l i v i n g  o r  way of l i f e  t h a t  he 
never achieved.  

With t h e  excep t ion  of t h e  sou th  e l e v a t i o n ,  t h e  dwel l ing  i s  
sheathed wi th  i t s  o r i g i n a l  yellow p ine  beaded weatherboards and 
f a s t e n e d  wi th  rosehead n a i l s .  The s t r u c t u r e  a l s o  is framed i n  
yellow p ine ;  t h e  same m a t e r i a l  is used throughout  t h e  i n t e r i o r  
f o r  doors ,  f l o o r s  and ornamental f e a t u r e s .  Locust  Grove r e s t s  on 
a  rubb le s tone  foundat ion.  A p a r t i a l  c e l l a r ,  found beneath t h e  
d i n i n g  room and chamber, i n i t i a l l y  was e n t e r e d  from t h e  n o r t h  
e l e v a t i o n ,  bu t  now is reached v i a  a  s t a i r  i n  t h e  k i tchen  wing. 
Rubblestone founda t ions  underpin  t h e  t h r e e  18th-century e x t e r i o r ,  
gable-end chimneys. ~ o t h  n o r t h  e l e v a t i o n  chimneys were r e b u i l t  
above t h e  shou lde r s  du r ing  t h e  1983-1985 r e s t o r a t i o n .  Perhaps 
because it once was v i s i b l e  from t h e  nearby road t o  C e l t ,  t h e  
sou th  chimney is l a i d  i n  Flemish bond. I ts g lazed  headers  have 
worn, l e a v i n g  on ly  t h e  darkened b r i c k  f ace .  F i r s t - s t o r y  windows 
have 9/9 double-hung sash ;  second-story openings have 9/6 double- 
hung sash .  New s a s h  i n  t h e  gable  ends rep laced  t h e  smal l  four -  
pane windows t h a t  once provided l i g h t  t o  t h e  a t t i c .  

(See Cont inua t ion  Sheet  #1) 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
- prehistoric archeology-prehistoric - community planning . - landscape architecture-. religion 
-- 1400-1499 archeology-historic - conservation . _  law science 
- 1500-1599 agriculture economics literature _ - sculpture 
- 1600-1699 architecture education military social1 
-L 1700-1 799 _ art - engineering _-- music humanitarian 
-- 1800-1899 - commerce explorationlsettlement - _ philosophy .-theater 
-. 1900- communications industry 2- politicslgovernment - transportation 

invention - other (specify) 
-. 

Specific dates ca. 1798 -- BuilderlArchitect N/A 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

B u i l t  ca.1798 and en l a rged  approximately  87 y e a r s  l a t e r ,  Locust 
Grove i n  Greene County, V i r g i n i a  is d i s t i n g u i s h e d  by its e a r l y  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  d a t e ,  four-room p lan ,  impress ive  dimensions and 
undis turbed  cond i t i on .  I ts  b u i l d e r ,  I s a a c  Davis, J r . ,  was a  
s u b s t a n t i a l  p l a n t e r ,  land s p e c u l a t o r  and important  l o c a l  l e a d e r  
who se rved  i n  t h e  V i r g i n i a  House of Delegates  and f i l l e d  v a r i o u s  
a p p o i n t i v e  county- leve l  o f f i c e s .  Locust  Grove demonstra tes  t h e  
manner i n  which ve rnacu la r  b u i l d e r s ,  such a s  Davis, t ransformed 
a v a i l a b l e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  op t ions  t o  s u i t  i n d i v i d u a l  needs. The 
dwel l ing and a s s o c i a t e d  fami ly  papers  f u r t h e r  an unders tanding of 
e a r l y  n a t i o n a l  pe r iod  l i v i n g  s t anda rds ,  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p r a c t i c e s  
and economic c o n d i t i o n s  i n  an a r e a  of V i r g i n i a  t h a t  has been 
l i t t l e  documented. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

I s a a c  Davis, J r .  (1754-1835) was born i n  Albemarle County and 
se rved  wi th  t h e  county m i l i t i a  du r ing  t h e  Revolut ionary War. He 
acqui red  s e v e r a l  t r a c t s  of Orange County (Greene County formed 
from Orange County i n  1838) p rope r ty  du r ing  t h e  1780s,  probably 
making t h e  i n i t i a l  purchase  a t  t h e  t ime of h i s  1781 marr iage t o  
E l i zabe th  K i r t l e y .  Davis moved h i s  fami ly  from Albemarle County 
t o  Orange County i n  1786 a f t e r  t e n a n t s  c l e a r e d  and c u l t i v a t e d  one 
of t h e  t r a c t s .  Once s e t t l e d ,  he cont inued t o  s e c u r e  land  i n  t h e  
county, i n c l u d i n g  a  200 a c r e  purchase  i n  1791 on t h e  Swi f t  Run 
River t h a t  may be t h e  p r o p e r t y  upon which h e  cons t ruc t ed  h i s  
house approximately  seven y e a r s  l a t e r .  

Locust Grove was b u i l t  i n  t h e  f o o t h i l l s  of t h e  Blue Ridge 
Mountains, where p l a n t a t i o n s  were s m a l l e r  and worked by fewer 
s l a v e s  t han  i n  o t h e r  s e c t i o n s  of Orange County. The coun ty ' s  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  c e n t e r  and most f e r t i l e  f i e l d s  l a y  e a s t  of Davis'  
homeplace. He c u l t i v a t e d  a  p o r t i o n  of h i s  l a n d s  i n  tobacco,  
probably some i n  wheat, and l e a s e d  o t h e r  ho ld ings  t o  t enan t s .  

(See Cont inua t ion  Shee t  #4 )  



9. Major Bibliographical References 

Dickey,  J u l i e .  "Locust Grove," Greene County Magazine, 4 ( A p r i l  1982-1983), 
pp. 31-32. 

(See C o n t i n u a t i o n  S h e e t s  #5&#6) 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property less t h a n  one a c r e  
Quadrangle name E a r l v s v i l l e .  VA 
UT M References 

1717171 1 1 0 1 d  1 ~ 7 1 3 1 5 1 &  
Zone Essting Northing 

Quadrangle scale 1 : 24000 

Zone Easting Northing 

Verbal boundary description and justification VBD: Beginning a t  a p o i n t  on t h e  S s i d e  of VA 641, 
approx.  300'  from t h e  end of s a i d  r o u t e  and approx.  4500' SW of  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of VA 641 w i t h  
V.4 633; t h e n c e  e x t e n d i n g  approx .  150' W a l o n g  S s i d e  of  VA 641; t h e n c e  approx.  150' S; t h e n c e  

approx.  150' E ;  t h e n c e  approx .  150' N t o  p o i n t  of o r i g i n .  JJ2TIEJCATION: The-.bound,pc,have been 
sc, ~ ~ r I t n I U a ~ 0 )  

~ 1 s t  a11 states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 
1 

state N/ A code county N/ A code 
J 

state N / A  code county N / A  code 

1 1. Form Prenared BY 

name/title Marlene E l i z a b e t h  Heck, A r c h i t e c t u r a l  H i s t o r i a n  -- 

organization HARDY.HECK'MOORE, INC. date A p r i l  1987 -- 

street 6 number P.O. Box 13392 telephone 512.459.4464 

city or town A u s t i n  state Texas 78711 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated signiflcance of this property within the state is: 

L i  state - local 

6 (Public Law 89- 

title D i v i s i o n  of H i s t o r i c  Landmarks date August 11.  1987 

FornnumonIy 
I hemby &My that this property la included In the National Aqlster 

date 
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