7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

_X_excellent — detericrated ___ unaltered X original site
—__ good — ruins X _altered —_ _moved date _ N/A
—— fair —— unexposed

Describe the present and original {if known) physical appearance_

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION

Locust Grove, sited on a rolling tract of Greene County farmland,
is located at the end of State Route 641, approximately one mile from State
Route 6337 The two-story frame dwelling was constructed by Isaac
Davis, Jr. ca.l1l798; his descendants added a two~story north wing
(replaced during a 1983-1985 restoration effort) approximately 87
years later. Most of Locust Grove's original fabric and trim,
interior and exterior, remain intact. Its four-room plan gives
evidence of Davis' adherence to architectural ideas embraced by
Virginians at the turn of the eighteenth century. Only a
smokehouse stands from the original plantation outbuilding
complex. The nominated acreage includes two contributing
buildings, the dwelling and smokehouse.

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS

Isaac Davis placed Locust Grove at the crest of a hill, orienting
the facade of his house to the east and the rear elevation west
toward the Blue Ridge Mountains. Architectural evidence and
personal documents disclose that Davis may have built a house
that anticipated a standard of living or way of life that he
never achieved.

With the exception of the south elevation, the dwelling is
sheathed with its original yellow pine beaded weatherboards and
fastened with rosehead nails, The structure also is framed in
yellow pine; the same material is used throughout the interior
for doors, floors and ornamental features. Locust Grove rests on
a rubblestone foundation. A partial cellar, found beneath the
dining room and chamber, initially was entered from the north
elevation, but now is reached via a stair in the kitchen wing,
Rubblestone foundations underpin the three 18th-century exterior,
gable-end chimneys. Both north elevation chimneys were rebuilt
above the shoulders during the 1983-1985 restoration. Perhaps
because it once was visible from the nearby road to Celt, the
south chimney is laid in Flemish bond. Its glazed headers have
worn, leaving only the darkened brick face. First-story windows
have 9/9 double-hung sash; second-story openings have 9/6 double~
hung sash. New sash in the gable ends replaced the small four-
pane windows that once provided light to the attic.

{See Continuation Sheet #1)



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

— prehistoric _____ archeology-prehistoric . _ community planning . _ _ landscape architecture _ religion

_.— 1400-1499 _ __ archeology-historic _.— conservation = _| law - Science

— 1500-1599 ____ agriculture -—— €CONOMICSs ——._ literature —— Sculpture

—_ 1600-1699 X architecture education . —— military —— social/

X 1700-1799 __ art . ... engineering ——— music humanitarian

. 1800-1899 ____ commerce - ——. exploration/settlernent __ _ philosophy —.— theater

1800~ —.__communications . ——. industry X politics/government ____ transportation
-—.._. invention ——— other (specify)

Specific dates -5 _.1798 Builder/Architect N/A

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Built ca.l798 and enlarged approximately 87 years later, Locust
Grove in Greene County, Virginia is distinguished by its early
construction date, four-room plan, impressive dimensions and
undisturbed condition. 1ts builder, Isaac Davis, Jr., was a
substantial planter, land speculator and important local leader
who served in the Virginia House of Delegates and filled various
appointive county-level offices. Locust Grove demonstrates the
manner in which vernacular builders, such as Davis, transformed
available architectural options to suit individual needs. The
dwelling and associated family papers further an understanding of
early national period living standards, architectural practices
and economic conditions in an area of Virginia that has been
little documented.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Isaac Davis, Jr. (1754-1835) was born in Albemarle County and
served with the county militia during the Revolutionary War. He
acquired several tracts of Orange County (Greene County formed
from Orange County in 1838) property during the 1780s, probably
making the initial purchase at the time of his 1781 marriage to
Elizabeth Kirtley. Davis moved his family from Albemarle County
to Orange County in 1786 after tenants cleared and cultivated one
of the tracts. Once settled, he continued to secure land in the
county, including a 200 acre purchase in 1791 on the Swift Run
River that may be the property upon which he constructed his
house approximately seven years later.

Locust Grove was built in the foothills of the Blue Ridge
Mountains, where plantations were smaller and worked by fewer
slaves than in other sections of Orange County. The county's
agricultural center and most fertile fields lay east of Davis'
homeplace. He cultivated a portion of his lands in tobacco,
probably some in wheat, and leased other holdings to tenants.

(See Continuation Sheet #4)
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property .__less than one acre

Quadrangle name _Earlysyille, VA Quadrangle scale _ 1 :24000
UTM Reterences
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Verbal boundary description and justification VBD: Beginning at a point on the S side of VA 641,
approx. 300" from the end of said route and approx. 4500' SW of the intersection of VA 641 with
VA 633; thence extending approx. 150' W along S side of VA 641; thence approx. 150" $; thence
approx. 150" E; thence approx. 150' N to point of origin. JJSTIFICATION: The boundg have been

) SeeContinmuation Street #6) .
List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county \mnndanes .

!
state N/A code county N/A code ’
state N/A code county N/A code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Marlene Elizabeth Heck, Architectural Historian

organization HARDY - HECK -MOORE, INC. date April 1987
street & number P,0, Box 13392 telephone 512-459-4464
city or town Austin state Texas 78711

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

— national —X state — local
As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89~

665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the Najlonal Register and certity that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Natior(al Park %Qrvico. /é
State Historic Preservation Officer signature 7W
H. Bryan Mitchell, Director U :
thtie Divisig}__of Historic Landmarks date August 11, 1987

For NPS use only
| hareby certify that this property is Included in the National Register

date

Keesper of the National Register

Attest: date
Chief of Registration

























