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1._Namas of Property

histeric nama BLACK WALNUT

other names/site numver DHR File # 41-06

2. Looation
3rast & numser TR AN) 380 S+ Soytq of fugesion wiih SR 778 ot ‘o7 ouCucanon NsA
Ciy; lown Clover L viemity
sate Virginia coge Vi sounty Hdalifax coge UB3 2ip cogs 24534
3. Ciassitication
Cwnersnig ot Prezany Lategory of Froperty Numper of Rescurces within Propery
X private 3 building(a) Contributing Nencontributing
y PUStIC- O o dlatriet 19 duiiaings
i public-State = site 3 sites
. publle-Faderal g siructure tructures
object ¢biects
22 0 Total
Namae of related multiple propserty listing: Number of contributing rescurces previously
fisted In the Nationa) Register __Q

N/A

4. State/Federal Agency Ceriification

" As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1988, as amended, | hersdy certify that tnis

nomination ___ request for determination of sligibility mesis the documentation standards for registering properties in the

National Register of Mistonc Places and meets the procadural and professional requirements aet forth in 38 CFR Part 80.
in my Oplnlmhe foroperty fmlr [—]does not meet the Nationai Register criteria, L__J See continuation shaet.
L /. Kl ofa g

Signature of ceritying official ] ] Date
irector, VA Department of Historic Resources

State or Federal agency and bureay

In my opinion, the property ( meets (I does not meet the Nationai Register criterie, DSn continuation sheer.

I
I
’ Signature of commaenting or other official Date

LSIIII or Federsl agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification

i, hereby, certily that this proparty is:
(CJentered in the Nationat Register,

l:] See continuation sheet.
[ determined siigible for the National

Aeqgister. l:.' Ses cantinuation sheet.
(] determined not aigible for the

Nationai Register.

removed from the Nationai Register.
L_iother. (explain:)

Date of Action

Signature of the Keeper
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6. Functian or Use
Histanc Fynctions (enter categornies ‘rom insiructions)

W Current Funclions .(enle.r calegones fram instructions)
. secondary StrUCTUTS —ROMESTIC: single dwelling -
AGRICULTURE: storage __DQuE§IlQ;_sgsgndazx_dmelling____

: _cemetery :
LANDSCAPE: garden FUNERARY: cemetervy
LANDQCJADE; 2ardan

7. Descrintion
Arcnitaciural Classitication
(enter categories from instructians)

‘atenais (enter categaries from instructions)

COLONIAL: Georgian foundation __ BRICK
MID-19th CENTUD . ao - wails __WOOD: Weatherboard

rcof METAL: Tin
ctner _NOCD

~28CGLd Cresemt ang nusioric =NYSICEl agpearance

SLa04 YALAUT 13 34 “AuSualir ccMmpiste Soutasiae Virginla plantation
complex containing the physicair fabriec of a very prosperous
plantation dating from the late eighteenth century to the garly
twentieth century. It consists of the main house {built in at
Least three stages), along with the plantation yard encompassing
a brick kitcnen, a2 dairy, a wash-house, two smokehcuses, two sheds,
a cool-storage building, a privy, a stable, a barn, and a slave
cabin. To the north of the main house is the farmyard, including
a corncrib, two machine sheds, a toolshed, and a garage. A
late-eighteenth-century schoolhcuse completes the complex of
buildings. Also on the property is the family cemetery and two
significant landscape features: a boxwood garden and <terraced

vegetable gardens.

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS

The exact architectural evolution of the main house at Black Walnut
is unknown; however, the house’s history can be surmised based upon
physical evidence and historical information. The house probably
began around 1774 to 1790 (1) as a frame, single-pile, four-room
house of either one story, or one and a half stories, with
one-story end wings and two interior chimneys. The next phase
probably occurred sometime in the first quarter of the nineteenth
century, when the central section of the house was raised to two
stories, In 1848, according to land tax books showing an increased
assessment "for improvements"(2), the house was altered again, this
time with a substantial two-story frame addition parallel to the
existing house, along with a connecting hyphen, together giving an
overall H-shape to the house. The new section then became the front

of the house.

R IXJ 550 éonnnuatm $




8. Statement of Significance .
Certitying crficial has consiaerea the significance of this property in reiation to other proparties:

[nationally  _Istatewice X iocaily

Applicable Nationai Register Criteria (XA [ 18 (XC [_]D

Critena Consioerauons (Excepnons) __A B ¢ o e _F G
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
ARCEITECTURE ca. 1774-1928 1848
AGRICULTURE
Cultyral Affitiation
N/A
Sigrificang Serson drchitecy Buiicer
RFEY ankaown —_—

Slate signmcance of Sropety, ang ustity ¢rtena, critena consideraucns, ana areds ang pencas of signtcance noted above,

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Black Walnut is an important Halifax County plantation dating from.
the late eighteenth <cenzury, This interesting assemblage of
pulldings represents 2 complste and well-preserved largs farm of
the period from the iate eighteenth century to the early twentieth
century, with only a few changes made since that time. Included
on the property is the full range of plantation buildings,
including manor house, slave quarters, Kkitchen, dairy, and
smokehouses, The complex represents one of the largest and most
grospercsus farms in Halifax County in the nineteenth century, which
in its period of highest output in the middle of thar century,
produced a wide range of agricultural products inciuding an

unusually large tobacco crop.

The period of significance extends to 1928 to include the agricultural outbuildings added
during William Sims’s ownership of Black Walnut (1914-1928).

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The Black Walnut land was originally a 3,100-acre parcel patented
by Richard Randolph in 1741. This tract was part of a larger
10,300~-acre parcel granted to Randolph; when Halifax County was
founded in 1752, this portion was included with the new county.
Randolph’s son John Randolph sold the 3,100 acres to William Sims
in 1752.(1) Although the Randolphs' home was in Henrico County,
the Black Walnut property was referred to in the deed as a

"plantation,” a term which usually indicated a settlement, no
matter how small.(2) It is likely that the property was occupied

[X]See continuation sheet
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9. Major Bibliographicsi References

Srsvious secumentation on file (NPSY:

— Areiiminary dstermination of individuai Histing (38 CFR IT
__as caen fequssted

— previousty listed In the Nationa! Register
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Syrvey #
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(] See continuation aneet

P rmlry iocatlon of additicnal Jata:
- State nistoric orsearvation otice
| Qther State agancy
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Laca! governmant

e URIvOIRILY

'Othor

Spacity repository:
Vireinia Dept. of Historic Resources
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10, Geographicsl Data

o
~ e

AcraaQe of property

UTM Hoforoncou
AL i7!0,218 6,0 Ia.o.fa,;!n,a ol

Zone Easting Northing
cliz! Zlonmlpsaf lkaalgialzeinl

8l bL7i zloaalniannl l4i0ig5119:9:0]

Zons  Eastin Northing
D|117J l7]0|" ’011101 [iLOlBilfBJELOI
(I See continuation shest o

Verpal Bouncary Description

The boundary of the nominated property is delineated by the solygon whose vertices

are marked by the following UTM reference points:

A 17 702860 4082020, 5 17 703090

3081990, C 17 703080 4081730, D 17 703010 4081800.

[C]See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundary was chosen to include the farmhouse, associated outbuildings, and
landscape features that have historically been part of Black Walnut and that

naintain historic integrity.

[} See continuation sheet
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The main stair has a U configuration with a landing running
parallel tec the front of the house several steps below the
second-floor level. The stair features simple applied details
under the treads, a panelsd =2nclosure, rectangular balusters, and
simple turned newels. The open-string secondary stair in the
nyphen has an L shape with rectangular balusters and chamfered

square newels.

The attlc floor has 31mple flat window and door moldings. Also
visitle on the attic {loor is an original exterior wail i{with
shuttered window opening intact) dividing the northernmost room
from the rest of the attic floor. This seems to indicate that the
i840s front section of the nouse had a different configuration when
it was first built; possibly the northernmost bay was originally
oniyz one or one-and-a-half stories.

Alterations to the house subsequent to the 1840s have been
relatively few. Two rear porches were added, one now screened and
one enclosed. A kitchen was installed in the northern one-story
wing, and bathrooms were added unobtrusively. Overall, the house
has retained its character and integrity and is today quite close
to its appearance in the mid~nineteenth century.

The earliest outbuilding on the plantation, the schoclhouse stands
to the southeast of the main house, and probably dates from the
late eighteenth century. This one-and-a-half-story frame building
has an exterior stone chimney on the east gable end, a
steeply-pitched roof, box cornice, beaded siding with wrought
nails, six-over-six-sash windows, and a six-panel door. The
interior displays late-eighteenth-century woodwork including a

Ml Aamu Wn 10PS-00TE
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OMB Asprirer Mu, 190SER1S

N Tne -arilesc oisconisn LA lisSd Limsly laifss oo teowesen
T4 tne rear of inhew 2ims marriaze: and 1739, Lhe csar
2f hiz Ldeath ‘pon wnlch Riz wifa receiveg projzertr and Tthe
manslcn aouse ceeda S0o0oK <Ls,. D, 5% ANl PACLISr n0oUSe ol
SoWESE WAV navE @XNiastad oo the grogerty. oraobabin Loosupilziozv
2 gar=ataker cr tenant fzrmer. It 13 possibles zhat the =2xtan:
aouge 2noompassees gome or all o ar an aariiar hauzat chis s
especially likely in the one-~story wings.

2. Various dates, from 1348 to !837, have been given for this

addition.
of the parcel of John Sims’s land

both 1848 and 1857. The
reassessment jear explains the

The land tax Looks show a jump in the assesszed value
containing the
latter's being a statewide

increase shown i1in that

The 1848 increase i1s explained in the remarks section of

nocusa in

year.
the

book as being "for improvements’, making 1848 very likely the

vear of the front section addition.




:.IM 10004 QUE ARSrowl Mo, 10340013

United States Department of the Intarior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number __%__ Page __!

by a caretaker or tenant farmer. Sims, along with his brothers David and Matthew, moved to
Halifax County around (770 in 1773 he seld the preperty o Marthew. In [774 Matthow Sims
soid .73 acres 10 David Sims.  Although the exacy dare of construction of the original secrion
Of the 2Xiant nouse is not known, it is probabie that it fails between the years 1774 (the year of
Matthew’s marmage "o amev May ~f Charlotte County) and 1790, the vear of his death, when
is widow recerved 315 acres and “the mansion house."(3) Matthew’s nephew john, who was
David Sims’s only son, purchased this part of the property from alil heirs in 1809.(4) The entire

L ond - - - - -
traoe tpag thue mifand ndar inhn Cime’'s Aarpmaenhee
gt Ny Vi ~camrw wmsmacirhe vasstmwma 4 hrkads awhdhdwd o u.vue...uu.a.

John Sims is largely responsible for the appearance of Black Walnut as it exists today. Educatéd
at Hampden-Sydney College. he did not come into possession of his father’s property until he
came of age in 1803.(5) From that time until his death in 1852, Sims built Black Walnut into
a very large and prosperous estate consisting of 2,491 acres and 150 slaves.(6) Black Walnut
at this time was one of the largest and most productive farms in Halifax County.(7) By 1832,
the value of John Sims’s land holdings was exceeded in Halifax County only by those of James
Cole Bruce of Berry Hill.(8) Sims’s prosperity was such that he added substantially to his house;
probably in 1848(9) he constructed the two-story frame front(east) section consisting of two large
square rooms upstairs and downstairs with a central hall and stair.

The property passed to his son William Howson Sims, who was living in the house with his
family (he had married in 1844 and had three children by the time his father died).(10) Like his
father, William Sims had gone to Hampton-Sydney and came home to farm his ancestral land.
During the Civil War, the only battle fought in Halifax County, the Battle of Staunton River
Bridge, took place on Black Walnut property in 1864, as the Union army tried to take the
Confederate fort in the location.(11)

During Black Walnut plantation’s heydey in the mid-nineteenth century, its main product
consisted of grain crops, tobacco, and dairy product, along with the raising and sale of beef and
pork.(12) The 1850 Agricuitural Census listed the production of the plantation as follows:
tobacco, 60,000 pounds; wheat, 1,500
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susnelis: rye, 40 bughe.sz; ILndian corn, 5,000 bushels; cats, 2,300
tushels; buckwhezt, 17 bushels; =2ettzn, 400 zsunds: wecl, SCC
pounds; X, G0 unds 20 bushels; nay, 3 tons; clover
z==z, 2 nalz; Aize osrcoduced wers 120 Zushsls
3L Iy o3 TweeT sSoratoes, ana o nounds ar
SunIar, Livestooy Lacl anzd 12 norses, 4+ mules, <0 @miIli cows, (8
werlking sxen, 30 cthar zattls, 200 shess, and 420 swine. ALTnouLh
2 1280, Sims had meore land bSoth in oultivatiin wni cnlmgrovad

220 LmPpreoves acrsas and I, uyYy unlmproved 2C0res Ln 135U 1T TEEoses
o 1,000 lmproved acresg znd 1,200 unimproved acres in (332:, Aals
T2TUZl OTUTEMT 33 3hown Lo the 1300 Agriculitural Tenswa was L2233 In

Throughout the mid-ninetsenth century at Black wWalanut, <obacco was
the largest casnh crop; indeed, even in 1870 when Black walnut’'s
output of tobacco was less than nalf of what it had teen in 1860,
William H. Sims was still one of the top five tobacco producers in
the Roanoke Districrt. ({14} By 1880, in addition to the variety
of the plantation’s products, the farm produced perishable market
products such as eggs and fruit, probably making use of the nearby
railroad line to transport them to markets.(13) :

Before the Civil War, the white population of Black . Walnut
consisted of the immediate family, three or four overseers (living
in their own houses), and usually a teacher for the 3ims children.
The black population, which far outnumbered the white, was all

slaves, living in separate houses. There were, for example, 116
slaves living in 28 houses in 1860, averaging four people per
house.(16) After the war, the black/white ratio changed but

little, as did land ownership. Most of the free blacks in the
vicinity rented Black Walnut land or worked as paid laborers for

the Sims family.(17)

The Sims family and its holdings suffered only slightly as a result
of the war or the Reconstruction period following. The major
change had to do with slave ownership. The 116 slaves reported by
William H. Sims in the 1860 census seem largely to have stayed on
the property after the war as tenant farmers or laborers. (18}

Upon the death of William H. Sims, the house and three hundred
acres went to his wife Sallie J. Wilson Sims and his unmarried
daughter Maria Clark Sims.{19) Before he died, he had deeded in
1880 to his son John Sims a six-hundred-acre tract along the.
Staunton River, which became Fort Hill Plantation.(20) Also in
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1880 he passed 385 acres to his son William Bailey Sims; this included the house and property
known as Edgewood, !o the north of Black Walnut. William B. Sims had previously lived with
his wife (Annie Cameron Ruffin, a descendant of Thomas Ruffin, former chief justice of North
Carolina)(21) and famiiy in the Black Walnut house. Although in the 1880s and 1890s the land
was fragmented among severai owners, the farm was still run by the family as a single unit.(22)

when Mana Ciark Sims died in {914, she ‘ert ail or her nroverry, including Black Walnut, 0
Jer prother Witliam Sims. who then took up residence there.(23) He died in {928 and left all
of the property 10 his widow, who operated the farm and lived there with her unmarried daughter
ifane Ruffin Sims. t0 whom she left the houce and 530 acres when che died in 1947 (24) The
farm and the Edgewood property were divided among ail three of William B. and Annie Sims’s
children, but Jane Sims and her sister Anne Ruffin Wallerstein (who had returned to Black
Walnut following her husband’s death) re-consolidated it by buying their brother’s share from
his widow.(25) After both sisters died. the present owners bought the 1,674-acre property.
William Watkins is a direct descendant of Mary ("Maria") Wilson Sims Garrett, John Sims’s
daughter; thus the property remains in the hands of the Sims family descendants even today.(26)
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1880, p. 4. .
3. Gilliam and McKinnsy, p. 354.
4. Ibid.
3. “"Historic Architeétural Assessment, p, 1il.
0. Gilliam and McRinney, p. 36._
7. Ibid.
8. Ihid., p. 358.
3. Gilliam and ¥McKinney list the date of this addition variously

as 1848, 1851 (attributed toc local historian Pocahontas W.
Edmunds), and 1857. Qther sources indicate only the 1840s or
1850s., The 1848 and 1857 dates are based on tax lists showing
an increase in the value of the buildings. The most plausible
date for the addition seems to be 1848, since that year’s land
tax book notes that the assessment increase is due to
"improvements"”. John Sims’'s son William was married in 1844;
by 1852 when his father died, William had three children and
was living with his family in the Black Walnut manor house.
It is 1likely that the space requirements of this growing
three-generation household, along with the family’s overall
prosperity, prompted the building of the new section at this

time.
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19. Gililiam and Mckinney, p. 39.

249, “"Historic Architecctural Assessment, p.
21 Gilliam and McEinney, p. 39.

22 Ibid.

23, “Historic Architectural Assessment, p.
24. Ibid.

25. Gilliam and McKinney, pp. 60-61.

26. Ibid.
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