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1._Namas of Property

histeric nama BLACK WALNUT

other names/site numver DHR File # 41-06

2. Looation
3rast & numser TR AN) 380 S+ Soytq of fugesion wiih SR 778 ot ‘o7 ouCucanon NsA
Ciy; lown Clover L viemity
sate Virginia coge Vi sounty Hdalifax coge UB3 2ip cogs 24534
3. Ciassitication
Cwnersnig ot Prezany Lategory of Froperty Numper of Rescurces within Propery
X private 3 building(a) Contributing Nencontributing
y PUStIC- O o dlatriet 19 duiiaings
i public-State = site 3 sites
. publle-Faderal g siructure tructures
object ¢biects
22 0 Total
Namae of related multiple propserty listing: Number of contributing rescurces previously
fisted In the Nationa) Register __Q

N/A

4. State/Federal Agency Ceriification

" As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1988, as amended, | hersdy certify that tnis

nomination ___ request for determination of sligibility mesis the documentation standards for registering properties in the

National Register of Mistonc Places and meets the procadural and professional requirements aet forth in 38 CFR Part 80.
in my Oplnlmhe foroperty fmlr [—]does not meet the Nationai Register criteria, L__J See continuation shaet.
L /. Kl ofa g

Signature of ceritying official ] ] Date
irector, VA Department of Historic Resources

State or Federal agency and bureay

In my opinion, the property ( meets (I does not meet the Nationai Register criterie, DSn continuation sheer.

I
I
’ Signature of commaenting or other official Date

LSIIII or Federsl agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification

i, hereby, certily that this proparty is:
(CJentered in the Nationat Register,

l:] See continuation sheet.
[ determined siigible for the National

Aeqgister. l:.' Ses cantinuation sheet.
(] determined not aigible for the

Nationai Register.

removed from the Nationai Register.
L_iother. (explain:)

Date of Action

Signature of the Keeper



| Ad

6. Functian or Use
Histanc Fynctions (enter categornies ‘rom insiructions)

W Current Funclions .(enle.r calegones fram instructions)
. secondary StrUCTUTS —ROMESTIC: single dwelling -
AGRICULTURE: storage __DQuE§IlQ;_sgsgndazx_dmelling____

: _cemetery :
LANDSCAPE: garden FUNERARY: cemetervy
LANDQCJADE; 2ardan

7. Descrintion
Arcnitaciural Classitication
(enter categories from instructians)

‘atenais (enter categaries from instructions)

COLONIAL: Georgian foundation __ BRICK
MID-19th CENTUD . ao - wails __WOOD: Weatherboard

rcof METAL: Tin
ctner _NOCD

~28CGLd Cresemt ang nusioric =NYSICEl agpearance

SLa04 YALAUT 13 34 “AuSualir ccMmpiste Soutasiae Virginla plantation
complex containing the physicair fabriec of a very prosperous
plantation dating from the late eighteenth century to the garly
twentieth century. It consists of the main house {built in at
Least three stages), along with the plantation yard encompassing
a brick kitcnen, a2 dairy, a wash-house, two smokehcuses, two sheds,
a cool-storage building, a privy, a stable, a barn, and a slave
cabin. To the north of the main house is the farmyard, including
a corncrib, two machine sheds, a toolshed, and a garage. A
late-eighteenth-century schoolhcuse completes the complex of
buildings. Also on the property is the family cemetery and two
significant landscape features: a boxwood garden and <terraced

vegetable gardens.

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS

The exact architectural evolution of the main house at Black Walnut
is unknown; however, the house’s history can be surmised based upon
physical evidence and historical information. The house probably
began around 1774 to 1790 (1) as a frame, single-pile, four-room
house of either one story, or one and a half stories, with
one-story end wings and two interior chimneys. The next phase
probably occurred sometime in the first quarter of the nineteenth
century, when the central section of the house was raised to two
stories, In 1848, according to land tax books showing an increased
assessment "for improvements"(2), the house was altered again, this
time with a substantial two-story frame addition parallel to the
existing house, along with a connecting hyphen, together giving an
overall H-shape to the house. The new section then became the front

of the house.

R IXJ 550 éonnnuatm $




8. Statement of Significance .
Certitying crficial has consiaerea the significance of this property in reiation to other proparties:

[nationally  _Istatewice X iocaily

Applicable Nationai Register Criteria (XA [ 18 (XC [_]D

Critena Consioerauons (Excepnons) __A B ¢ o e _F G
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
ARCEITECTURE ca. 1774-1928 1848
AGRICULTURE
Cultyral Affitiation
N/A
Sigrificang Serson drchitecy Buiicer
RFEY ankaown —_—

Slate signmcance of Sropety, ang ustity ¢rtena, critena consideraucns, ana areds ang pencas of signtcance noted above,

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Black Walnut is an important Halifax County plantation dating from.
the late eighteenth <cenzury, This interesting assemblage of
pulldings represents 2 complste and well-preserved largs farm of
the period from the iate eighteenth century to the early twentieth
century, with only a few changes made since that time. Included
on the property is the full range of plantation buildings,
including manor house, slave quarters, Kkitchen, dairy, and
smokehouses, The complex represents one of the largest and most
grospercsus farms in Halifax County in the nineteenth century, which
in its period of highest output in the middle of thar century,
produced a wide range of agricultural products inciuding an

unusually large tobacco crop.

The period of significance extends to 1928 to include the agricultural outbuildings added
during William Sims’s ownership of Black Walnut (1914-1928).

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The Black Walnut land was originally a 3,100-acre parcel patented
by Richard Randolph in 1741. This tract was part of a larger
10,300~-acre parcel granted to Randolph; when Halifax County was
founded in 1752, this portion was included with the new county.
Randolph’s son John Randolph sold the 3,100 acres to William Sims
in 1752.(1) Although the Randolphs' home was in Henrico County,
the Black Walnut property was referred to in the deed as a

"plantation,” a term which usually indicated a settlement, no
matter how small.(2) It is likely that the property was occupied

[X]See continuation sheet




































