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least three stagesi, aiong with the plantation yard encompassing 
a brick kitcnen, 3 aairv, a sash-houss, 5xo smokehouses, trjo sheds, 
a cool-storage building, a privy, a stabie, a barn, and a slave 
cabin. To the north of the main house is the farmyard, including 
a corncrib, tk.0 machine sheds, a toolshea, and a garage. A 
late-eighteenth-centurc schoolhouse completes the comples of 
buildings. Also on the property is the familr cemetery and two 
significant landscape features: a boxwood garden and terraced 
.,-eqetablr gardens. 

ARCHITECTCRAL A X A L C S I S  

The exact archltecturai evolution of the maln house at Black Kalnut 
1s unknorjn; however, the house's history can be surmised based upon 
physical evidence and historical information. The house probably 
began around 1754 to 1790 ( 1 )  as a frame, single-pile, four-room 
house of either one story, or one and a half stories, with 
one-story end wings and two interior chimneys. The nest phase 
probably occurred sometime in the first quarter of the nineteenth 
century, when the central section of the house was raised to two 
stories. In 1848, according to land tax books shorjing an increased 
assessment "for improvements"(2), the house was altered again, this 
time with a substantial two-story frame addition parallel to the 
existing house, along with a connecting hyphen, together giving an 
overall H-shape to the house. The new section then became the front 
of the house. 
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Siaci i  Wainut is an important Xalifas County plantation dating from, 
,. "ne I ?ate eiahteenrh .zenc.;r:-. This interesting assen'blage of 

. >  buildings represents a complete and i;eii-presecy:eu iarse farm of 
the period from the late eighteenth century to the early tuentieth 
century, iiirh only a iek- changes made since that time. Included 
on the property is the full range of plantation buildings, 
including manor house, slave quarters, kitchen, dairy, and 
smokehouses. The comples represents one of the largest and most 
;rcs;erocs farss in Hal"--- I,&.. " ..sunty in the nineteenth centlury, which 
in its period of hiphest output in the middle of thar: century, 
produced a wide range of agricultural produccs including an 
unusuailx large tobacco crop. 

The period of significance extends to 1928 to include the agricultural outbuildings added 
during William Sims's ownership of Black Walnut (1914- 1928). 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The Black Walnut land was originally a 3,100-acre parcel patented 
by Richard Randolph in 1741. This tract was part of a larger 
10,300-acre parcel granted to Randolph; when Halifax County was 
founded in 1752. this port.ion was included sith the new county. 
Randolph's son John Randolph sold the 3,100 acres to William Sims 
in 1752.(1) Although the Randolphs' home was in Henrico County, 
the Black Walnut property was referred to in the deed as a 
"plantation," a term which usually indicated a settlement, no 
matter how small.(2) It is likely that the property was occupied 
























