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CONDlTlOl CHECK ON6 CHECK ONE 

%UNALTERED ~ ~ R I O ) N A L  SITE 
ALTERED -MOUE0 D A L  

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL OF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The archaeological remaw of an aighteenth- caaturp ordinary known a8 Wiley'e 
Tavern - 
w Them rrmninrr consist of a m t y - f o o t  by tprenty+four-foot f i e l d  s tone  
foundation dth an end clihey.  The area fs currently covered by a lava- 

a Photographa taken i n  1924 and 1936 i n d k a t a  that UUey'n Tavern vae a one-and- 
one-half atorp log structure w i t h  a mod shingled roof* (Photos 1 and 2 ). . Local 
rea ldents  ind ica te  tha t  the tuyezm in te r to r  comidted of one large room vitb an 

. overhead l o f t .  A woodeu lean-to was located W d i a -  adjacent t o  t b  tavern. . 
The tavern and leaa-to collapeed Zn the  1950's a d  the aEom-grou~td debr ia  was 

removad. The area was p1-ed in lawn. A Vtrg irr fe  bmmrch Center f o r  AZ.ehaeology 
archaeological runmy of t b  propertp in 1938 located' tlie ibtact foundation renuins 
of the tavern. The Sfiefrn liarma, conotructed Zn 1932,f&r located -by, (Photo 3). 
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Eighteenth century Wiley'o Tavern, an archaeological s i t e  i n  BaUf ax County, 
figured ~promhent lp  in one of the most otrategic d k t a r y  maneuvers of the American 
Revolution. The Tavern mnmd alteruately ae  the headquarters of the British General 
Charlee Lord Cormroll& and American counterpart, General Nathaniel Creena, during 
the decisive mfli tarp st1atsgem kuown as the Ratreat t o  the Dan River- Ihe Wiley'e 
Tavern site apmbolizea for  the people of Halifax Countp t h e i r  area's moat mignificant 
h ie tor ica l  went ,  a f ea t  which prevented tlie complete d e e t a c i o n  of t h e  h r i c a ~  
army in the Sou- Thus, (~~cliaeological  excavation of the  W h y ' s  Tavern mite d d  
reveal architectural  and ar t i factual  ' data potentihlly capable of recops truetins the  
se t t ing  ia which Balifax County played its mast sQnff icant  ro le  in  t he  hietory of 
the American nation. Berecmur, data would ba g a h d  on the construction and operation 
of a back country colons tavern which could eente to generate amparatitre s tudies  
w i t h  previously excavated twarns i n  c i t b a  like WSlli;aarsburg, Alexandria aad 
Philadelphia. Because TJrleyts Tavern is located - - 
near the North Carolina lfne., archaeological excavatfon should reveal  valuable re- 
search-data a b u t  in tercolon2al  trade. 

I Outbuildings m u c h  as a Utchen, dairy, amohhouse, s tab le  sad gtainh011.e were 
usually preaent adjacent t o  the ordinary i t s e l f .  Although the  atchaeological renraku 

1 of such a t ~ c t u r e s  were not located during the 1978 9RCA survey, they are expected 
to  he prement within the a t a d  acreage. Because minor u t i l i t a r i a n  outbuildinge 

! were uaually pulled down or allowed t o  decay as nmdern way0 of life rendered them 
useleas, they are a t a l a t h e l y  vndoctanented page i n  American vernacular a rch i tec tura l  

I history. Here, h i s t a r f e d  archaeology can a k a  one of i t a  most significant contri- 
, butiono. For tha t  reason, tlie WLley's Tavern s i t e  and its eurrounding yardscape 
I 
! 

8nd. outbuildingo ritermliould be preserved for  future study with National Begister 
recognition being an in i tU l  step toward that  g o d -  

W i l l i a m  Wiley acquired approximately 2,000 acme of Halffax County land in tha 
I 
I 

d d d l e  of the eighteenth century i n  a locstion near modernday Rif;baPille- By Januerp 
1771 he waa operating an ordinary on the baa River near Boyd's end I r r p % ' m  Ferriee, 

- through Halifax County. Receipts fo r  traps- - 
actions a t  Wiley's T ~ t l a r n  indicate that he wite e e l l b g  rum and l08f sugax to the 

J public as early as January 11th of that  year. Wiley next appeared i n  the  h f s to r i c  
record on April 28, 1774 when he advertised in  Purdie and Diron's Wil;llamburg 
V i r a n i a  Gazette that  he had taken up a n d e r  of free-running swine, which he would 
detafu in Ealifax u n t a  they m e  el-. 

(See Cbatinuation . Sheet $1) 

- - 
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W i l l l a m  Wiley apparently neglected to obtain a l icense  t o  keep a tavern,'an 
ooclseion which by November 1779 reeulted i n  hie being summoned before the l o c a l  
Jueticee and charged with se l l ing liquor i l legal ly .  R i a  f a i l u r e  t o  l i c e m e  h i s  
tavern may have been deliberate. Because the l a w  traditionally gave ferrylaen a mono- 
poly on tavern operation within a ten mile radius of t he i r  crossings and WUeyms 
Tavern waa only four milee from Irwin's Ferry and eeven mllee from Boyd's Berry, 
vhich had a licensed tavern, perhaps Wiley would have b e e m  unable t o  obtain a l icense-  
Horeover, the l i ceming  of a tavern required the poe tbg  of a subetanrialboud a s  w e l l  
as the annual purchase of a license, f inancial  obligations which may have been d i f f  1- 
cul t ,  i f  not impossible, f o r  William Wiley, given the r u r a l  economy of e';lghteanth 
century Halifax County. 

Although the larger  eighteenth century taverns, usually i n  urban are-, were 
nm with a sizeable s t e f  of servants and slaves, tlie majority of rural taverns were 
small. Many of these country taverns had been private residences firet .  They 
usually had a large common room on the f i r e t  floor, with one o r  more bedrooms i n  an 
overhead lo f t .  Wileg'm Tavern, according to o r a l  t radi t ion,  precisely f i t s  t h i s  
archi tec tura l  description. 

I n  smaller taverne family members usually waited upon t h e  gueets, with the aosh- 
tance of household slaves. According to the 1790 census, William Wiley 's household 
consisted of four white adults  and eleven Negro elavea, a group which would have 
been capable of operating a buay tavern. 

W i l l i a m  Wiley's tavern would have served as a center of conmercial and s o c i a l  
a c t i v i t y  during the eighteenth century, as country tavernstypically d id  when they 
were located along w e l l  traveled routes. Rowever, it w a s  nat u n t i l  February 1781 
that  William Wiley's ordinary attained i t e  greateet h i s t o r i c a l  signlflcance- It was 
succesaively occupied by the leaders of both the Bri t ieh  end American armies during 
the mil i tary  action known a8 .the Retreat to  the Dan. 

Following the American army's crushing defeat in C d e n ,  South Carolina, i n  
A u g u s t  1780 under the leaderehip of General Horatio Gatea, General Nathaniel Gre- 
was placed in charge of the American Anny in  the Southern Department, a e s d n g  
command on December 3, 1780. Although 2,300 men had survived ~ a t e ! s  defeat. Greene 
wrote t o  the Commander-*Chief, George WaPhiagton that  only 800 of these men were 
Proper3y clothed and equipped f o r  duty. Greene had hoped t o  acquire new reczeits 
from Virginia but learned that  the Brit ish held both Norfolk and Portmtouth and t ha t  
Virginla waa absorbed In  her own defense. 

Greene called a Council of W a r  a t  Salisbury, North Carolina. The o f f i c e r s  pre- 
sent  unanimously agreed that  another d i rect  confrontation v i t h  Cornwallis's super ior  
forcer would t o t a l l y  annihilate the remainder of the Southern dmry. Therefore, 
Greene elected t o  wtthdraw h i s  army across the Dan River i n  Virginia, out  of reach 
of the Brit ish,  a plan know, in the documentary record as the Retreat t o  the Dan. 
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Colonel Edward Carrington wae sent  ahead t o  Virginia to procure a number of boats 
a t  Irwin's and ~oyd ' e  Ferries t o  transport the army across t he  Dan Rivet. General 
Thaddeus Koeciusko, the Polish pa t r io t  and military eqineer, began preparing for- 
t i f i c a t i ons  t o  cover the crossing. Greene selected C o l ~ W i l l ~ ,  Camington, 
Howard, Washingtan,and Lee t o  command the 800 l igh t  troops assigned to  cover t&e 
re t rea t  of the  main body. General Andrew Pickens wae aesigaed f o  follow In Corn- 
wallis 'a wake, cutt ing off h i s  coumunications and supply rou@with the B r i t i s h  forces 
in South Carolina. Pickene WBB also  to  recxuit m i l i t i a  along t he  way. 

On February 10, 1781 the Retreat t o  the Dan comnenced. Greene set out  an a fast-  
paced eighty mileatarch- north toward Boyd'o Ferry, Virginia. Cornwallla pureued. The 
Bri t i sh  burned t he i r  baggage t o  avoid being hindered by it, assuming that they could 
l i v e  off the  land. PiclrePe, sweeping behind, cu t  them off from t h e i r  source of,ammu-- 
ni t ion  i n  South Carolina. 

Because it was  tha season fo r  spring floodtag, Cornwallla expected the  Amricea  
troops t o  cross the  Dan River to  the wes t ,  i n  the ehallowa of its upper regiou. 
Colonel Willitma, rea l iz ing th i s ,  moved h ie  forcea usstward, holding the a t t en t i on  of 
the Bri t i sh  a m .  Maanwhile, Greene retreated i n  a d i r ec t  l i n e  t o  Boyd'e F e w ,  
ar r iv ing there on February 13, 1781. To faci l i -wthe r i v e r  crossing the American 
troope s p l i t  Fnto tvo groups, one croseing a t  .Boyd's Ferry and the other four miles 
upatream a t  1rwin's Ferry, using the boats provided by the people of Halifax County. 
By February 14th Creene'e army was emtabliahed i n  the  b rmeworks  constructed by h e -  
ciusko on the  northern bank of the Dan. 

Cornwallla arrived a t  the Dan's eouthern bank and diecovered t b a t  the American 
army had escaped t o  safe ty  acrosa the swollen river. Re w e d  ae his headquarters 
Wiley's Tavern, which was(-but of the range of American Fire. . 
'Cornvallfsls Order Book, chronicling h i s  pursuit of Gteene's a m  sham tha t  4 - 

issued orders f roln h i s  "Headquarter+ wiley. 'e Home, 15th February, 1781. H e  - 
ordered the W d i a t e  withdraval of 'hie mea t o  North Carolina. 

By February 17th the hst Brit ish troops had l e f t  the  Boyd'e Ferry area. General 
Nathaniel Greene recrossed the Dan River and on February 23rd made Wileyqs Tarern 

-h ie  headquartere. The b r i c a n  anuy followed and mysd toward G d U o r d  Courthouse 
fo r  a major confrontation vf th  Comwallie's troops. The b r i c a n  Forces were strew- 
thened considerably by Halifax County recruits .  Although the Bri t i ah  gained t h e  
victory i n  the ensuing ba t t l e ,  the i r  army was sreat ly  depleted of off icarr ,  rep 
and amwmitih,which greatly contributed t o  their conclueive defeat  at Porktovn. 

(S.* Continu+tion Sheet 13) 
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. - 
WUey'a Tavern continued to  function as an ordinary throughout the remainder of 

the eighteenth century. Its ownership waa conveyed from W i l l i a m  Wfiey to h i s  eon 
and then passed into  the Pate famlly for  two generations. The tavern property otao 
subsequently acquired by the Owem, who a f t e r  three consecutive generations of 
o ~ ~ r a h i p  sold the tavern fand to iaeprerent owner, ( (Figure 1). 

Wiley's Tavern, which served alternately ss the f ie ld  headquartera of both 
Cornwallis and Greene, symbolizes for  the people of Halif er County the contribution 
theit  ancestors made toward the w i a a f n g  of the her ican  Revolution, as it  waa Balffax 
County' s men and boats that turned the American army's r e t r ea t  i n t o  a victory. Am 
such, Wiley'e Tavern represents a significant l~oarent l a  American history.  The in- 
clueion of Wiley's T a ~ m  i n  the Yirgrnia Landmarb Register and the  National Register 
of Historic Places would recogdoe t h i s  aspect of Halffax County's cul tura l  heritage. 

The tavern s i t e  Is, to  many Halifax County citizens, a tangible symbol of their 
area's contribution t o  American liberty. Ae well, these remains could yield  * 
portant architectural  and arcbaeologicd data hbauta l i t t le-s tudied aspect of 
colonial l i f e ,  the Sack country tavern. Therefore they ehould be paeeerved. 

The Order Book ofLord Cornall is , .reprinted in appendix of E.W. Carouthers l. ----- 
The Brit ish b u y  in  North Carolina i n  l.781 , PO 411. - 
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