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Seaton, a Halifax County landmark, is located off U. S. Route 501 just north of the

city of South Boston. The wood-frame Gothic Revival structure was constructed by the
builder Josiah Dabbs in 1856-57 and substantially enlarged by a 2%-story addition and kitchen
wing in 1887. Erected for William Matthew Howertonm the house remains in the family of the
original owner and is in a remarkable state of preservation.

The house is set on a stone and brick foundation. Both the original and 1887
sections are covered by weatherboarding. TImbricated shingles are used on portions of
the later section. A belt course runs above the first-story windows on the older section.
Ornamental bargeboards embellish the house's eaves course. The main (west) elevation
contains a cone-story porch which has square paired posts, open-pointed arches, a lattice
rail and a battlemented shed roof. Sheltered by the porch, the main entrance consists
of a rectangular transom-light doorway that retains its original paneled double doors and
louvred and screen outer doors. A secondary entrance is located on the south elevation and
is contained within a hyphen that joins the main house to an 1887 kitchen., The original
kitchen, situated east of the house, was converted into a section of the 1887 carriage shed.
The house contains two exterior end chimneys: a three-course American bond chimney is
located on the north wall of the original house and a seven-course American bond chimney is
found on the south wall of the 1887 kitchen. '

Fenestration on the older section consists of original 6/6 hung-sash windows flanked
iby louvred shutters. Fenestration on the 1887 section consists of geometrically patterned
'Queen Anne sash as well as 6/6 hung~sash windows. The windows on the 1887 facade are
contained within a projecting bay and include colored panes on the attic story. A number
of windows are flanked by louvred shutters. The earlier section is covered by a gabled
roof broken by three dormers also ornamented with fancy bargeboards. The 1887 section
is covered by a combipnation of hip and gable roof. Both roofs have ornamental cresting.

Seaton 1s distinguished by an exceptionally well-preserved interior. The furnishings
were assembled during the 19th century and are positioned as they appear in a late 19th-
century glass negative. The original central-hall plan was made asymmetrical by the
1887 addition. The hall is dominated by an open-well stair that ascends to the second
floor. The stair has a square newel, rounded handrail and square balusters. All second-
floor rooms retain their original pine flooring, and the first~floor rooms their 19th-
century carpeting and pine flooring. The walls and ceilings are plastered throughout
the house.  Doors and windows have simply executed surrounds., The first-and second-floor
mantels are also simple in execution. In 1887 an ornate open-work wooden screen, Moorish
in inspiration, was added as a divider in the parlor. About the same time a ca. 1830
Jardine pipe organ, removed from a church in Halifax, was installed in the house.

Seaton retains several 19th-century outbuildings. The carriage shed is located to the
east (rear) of the house. The hip roof, wood-frame building was constructed in 1887 at
the same time the kitchen was converted into a stable forming the east wall of the building.
The structure is covered with weatherboarding and contains 6/6 hung-sash windows. A
cupola breaks the roofline.

(See continuation sheet #1)

[ — it e m——












