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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

X.EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED XUNALTEREO LORIGINALSITE 
-GOOD -RUINS ALTERED -MOVED DATE 

-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
Seaton,  a  Hal i fax  County landmark, i s  loca ted  o f f  U .  S. Route 501 j u s t  no r th  o f  t h e  

c i t y  of South Boston. The wood-frame Gothic Revival s t r u c t u r e  was cons t ruc ted  by the  
bui lder  Josiah Dabbs i n  1856-57 and s u b s t a n t i a l l y  enlarged by a  2%-s tory  a d d i t i o n  and k i t c h e r  
wing i n  1887. Erected f o r  William Matthew Howerton the  house remains i n  t h e  fami ly  of t h e  
o r i g i n a l  owner and is  i n  a remarkable s t a t e  of preservat ion .  

The house is s e t  on a  s tone  and b r i c k  foundation.  Both the  o r i g i n a l  and 1887 
sec t ions  a r e  covered by weatherboarding. Imbricated sh ing les  a r e  used on por t ions  o f  
the l a t e r  s e c t i o n .  A b e l t  course runs above the  f i r s t - s t o r y  windows on t h e  o l d e r  s e c t i o n .  
Ornamental bargeboards embel l i sh  the  house 's  eaves course.  The main (west) e l e v a t i o n  
contains a one-story porch which has square paired pos t s ,  open-pointed a rches ,  a l a t t i c e  
r a i l  and a battlemented shed roof .  Shel te red  by the  porch, the  main en t rance  c o n s i s t s  
of a  rec tangular  transom-light doorway t h a t  r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  paneled double doors and 
louvred and screen  o u t e r  doors.  A secondary ent rance  is loca ted  on t h e  sou th  e l e v a t i o n  and 
i s  contained wi th in  a hyphen t h a t  jo ins  the  main house t o  an  1887 k i t c h e n .  The o r i g i n a l  
k i tchen,  s i t u a t e d  e a s t  of the  house, was converted i n t o  a s e c t i o n  o f  the  1887 c a r r i a g e  shed.  
The house conta ins  two e x t e r i o r  end chimneys: a three-course American bond chimney is 
located on the nor th  wa l l  of the  o r i g i n a l  house and a  seven-course American bond chimney i s  
found on the south  wa l l  of the  1887 k i t chen .  

Fenes t ra t ion  on the  o l d e r  s e c t i o n  c o n s i s t s  of o r i g i n a l  616 hung-sash windows f lanked 
,by louvred s h u t t e r s .  Fenes t r a t ion  on the  1887 s e c t i o n  c o n s i s t s  o f  geomet r i ca l ly  pa t t e rned  
Queen Anne sash  a s  we l l  a s  616 hung-sash windows. The windows on t h e  1887 facade a r e  
contained w i t h i n  a  p ro jec t ing  bay and include colored panes on the  a t t i c  s t o r y .  A number 
of windows a r e  f lanked by louvred s h u t t e r s .  The e a r l i e r  s e c t i o n  is  covered by a gabled 
roof broken by t h r e e  dormers a l s o  ornamented wi th  fancy bargeboards. The 1887 s e c t i o n  
i s  covered by a combination o f  h i p  and gable roof .  Both roof s  have ornamental c r e s t i n g .  

Seaton i s  d i s t ingu i shed  by an excep t iona l ly  well-preserved i n t e r i o r .  The f u r n i s h i n g s  
were assembled during the  19 th  century  and a r e  posi t ioned a s  they appear  i n  a l a t e  19th-  
century g l a s s  negat ive.  The o r i g i n a l  c e n t r a l - h a l l  plan was made asymmetrical by the  
1887 add i t ion .  The h a l l  is dominated by an  open-well s t a i r  t h a t  ascends t o  the  second 
f l o o r .  The s t a i r  has a  square  newel, rounded handra i l  and square b a l u s t e r s .  A l l  second-
f loor  rooms r e t a i n  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  pine f loo r ing ,  and the  f i r s t - f l o o r  rooms t h e i r  19th-
century ca rpe t ing  and pine f l o o r i n g .  The wa l l s  and c e i l i n g s  a r e  p l a s t e r e d  throughout 
the house. Doors and windows have simply executed surrounds. The f i r s t - a n d  second-floor  
mantels a r e  a l s o  simple i n  execut ion .  I n  1887 an o rna te  open-work wooden s c r e e n ,  Moorish 
in  i n s p i r a t i o n ,  was aclded a s  a d i v i d e r  i n  the  pa r lo r .  About the  same time a c a .  1830 
Jardine pipe organ,  removed from a church i n  Hal i fax ,  was i n s t a l l e d  i n  the  house. 

Seaton r e t a i n s  s e v e r a l  19th-century outbui ld ings .  The c a r r i a g e  shed i s  loca ted  t o  t h e  
e a s t  ( r ea r )  of t h e  house. The h i p  r o o f ,  yood-frame bui ld ing  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1887 a t  
the same time the  k i t chen  was converted i n t o  a  s t a b l e  forming the  east w a l l  of the  bu i ld ing .  
The s t r u c t u r e  i s  covered wi th  weatherboarding and con ta ins  616 hung-sash windows. A 
cupola breaks the r o o f l i n e .  

(See cont inuat ion  s h e e t  # l )  
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SPECIFIC DATES 1856-57, 1887 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Jos iah  Dabbs 

STATEMENTOFS~GNIFICANCE Seaton,  a  documented work o f  the  Hal i fax  master -carpenter  J o s i a h  
Dabbs, is one of the  best-preserved mid-19th-century Gothic Revival c o t t a g e s  i n  Souths ide  
Virginia.  B u i l t  i n  1856-57 f o r  William M. tlowerton, the  son of t h e  tohacco en t rep reneur  
Phi l ip  Howerton, t h e  res idence  i s  an express ion  o f  the  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  t a s t e  o f  one of t h e  
county 's  leading  fami l i e s  and i l l u s t r a t e s  the  popular i ty  of the  Gothic s t y l e  among c u l t i v a t e d  
people i n  the  yea r s  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  the  C i v i l  War. 

Enlarged i n  1887, the  house has remained i n  the  b u i l d e r ' s  fami ly  t o  t h e  present  day. 
The 6 f f e c t s  of the  f i r s t  owner and each succeeding genera t ion  have remained on t h e  p roper ty  
r e su l t ing  i n  a g r e a t  accumulation of m a t e r i a l  c u l t u r e  pe r t a in ing  t o  19th-century  l i f e  i n  
Halifax County. A well-landscaped, park- l ike  s e t t i n g  con t r ibu tes  t o  the  house's 19th-
century appeal .  

The f i r s t  members of the  Howerton family came t o  Hal i fax  from Essex County i n  the  l a t e  
'18th century.  They acquired cons iderable  land and developed l a r g e  p l a n t a t i o n s  on the  Dan 
River, Stokes Creek and Larsons Creek. P h i l i p  Howerton came t o  Ha l i f ax  ca.1817 a f t e r  
serv ices  i n  the  War of 1812. He became a landowner i n  1828 when he purchased 522% a c r e s  and 
"Oatland." By 1850 he had increased  h i s  holdings by more than a thousand a c r e s .  A s  a 
large landowner he became i n t e r e s t e d  i n  developing e f f i c i e n t  farming methods. This is  
a t t e s t e d  t o  by h i s  purchase i n  1830 and 1832 of pa tent  r i g h t s  t o  a n  "improved th rash ing  
machine." I n  1836 Howerton e s t a b l i s h e d  a tobacco f a c t o r y  and l a t e r  became a pa r tne r  i n  
the firm of Easley,  Howerton h Co. I n  1849 he bought o u t  h i s  sha res  and formed a p a r t n e r s h i p  
with h i s  son ,  P. & W.M. Howerton Co. 

IJill iam Matthew Howerton, the  only  son  o f  P h i l i p ,  was born i n  1826 and educated a t  t h e  
Universi ty of North Carol ina .  By 1849 he became a  par tner  i n  the  tobacco f a c t o r y  o f  h i s  
f a t h e r .  Howerton was e l e c t e d  a member of the  General Assembly i n  1852 and founded a 
Halifax newspaper, The Virg in ian  Echo i n  1859. He was e l e c t e d  t o  r e p r e s e n t  Ha l i f ax  County 
in  the Congress of the  Confederacy but  never assumed the  o f f i c e .  Howerton purchased two 
t r a c t s  of land i n  1852 and 1855. The Land Tax Book of 1857 lists t h e  b u i l d i n g  va lue  of h i s  
t r a c t  a s  $1,500. I n  1856 h i s  tobacco £;tory was destroyed by f i r e  soon a f t e r  t h e  a d d i t i o n  
of improvements valued a t  $2 200. This was a g r e a t  l o s s  t o  Howerton, and i n  Apr i l  1859 he 
conveyed t o  h i s  f a t h e r  t i t l e  t o  a l l  of h i s  property.  A t  t h i s  time he was $3,000 i n  d e b t  
and was forced t o  secure  a  bo d from h i s  f a t h e r .  Howerton never assumed l e g a l  possess ion6of h i s  former lands  and d ied  i n  1875 a t  t he  age of 49 years .  

The house has remained i n  the  possession of Howerton descendants  and has undergone ve ry  
l i t t l e  a l t e r a t i o n .  The major modi f i ca t ion  cons i s t ed  of the  a d d i t i o n  o f  a  2%-s tory  wing and 
ki tchen i n  1887. Many of the  o r i g i n a l  fu rn i sh ings  remain i n  the  house and a r e  complemented 
by l a t e r  family purchases. Or ig ina l  19th-century ca rpe t ing  and c i l r t a ins  remain, a s  w e l l  

3s Howerton family papers.  The papers inc lude  l e t t e r s ,  l edge r s ,  and c o n t r a c t s  dea l ing  w i t h  

(See con t inua t ion  s h e e t  #1) 
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7 .  DESCELPTION 

A o n e - s t o r y ,  wood-frame s h e d  a l s o  is  l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  t h e  main  house .  The 
1 9 t h - c e n t u r y  b u i l d i n g  is c o v e r e d  by w e a t h e r b o a r d i n g  and a g a b l e  r o o f .  

A c a s t - i r o n  b e l l  on  a  s t a n d a r d  i s  found t o  t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  k i t c h e n .  T h r e e  g r a v e s  
moved t o  t h e  p r o p e r t y  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  c e n t u r y  a r e  s i t u a t e d  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  t h e  main  
house .  

The grounds  c o n t a i n  o l d  boxwood p a t h s  w i t h  box a l s o  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  house .  The 
r e s t  o f  t h e  grounds  a r e  l u s h l y  p l a n t e d  w i t h  o rnamenta l  t r e e s  and s h r u b s  i n  a n  o l d -
f a s h i o n e d  manner .  The t h i c k  g r e e n e r y  c o n t r a s t s  w i t h  t h e  a r e a s  o f  lawn.  

RCC 


BOUNDA?Y DESCRIPTION 

The nominated p r o p e r t y  c o n s i s t s  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 2  a c r e s .  The p r o p e r t y  i s  a 
f r a c t i o n  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  Howerton t r a c t  o f  159% a c r e s .  It is drawn t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  
house ,  o u t b u i l d i n g s  and t h e  l a t e r  g r a v e y a r d .  

3 .  STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y .  The l a n d s c a p i n g  h a s  been  
m a i n t a i n e d  and i n c l u d e s  v a r i e t i e s  o f  t r e e s  and s h r u b s  p o p u l a r  i n  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  
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U. S .  Route 501; thence  f o l l o w i n i  s a i d  s i d e  o f  s a i d  r o u t e  800' N t o  p o i n t  o f  o r i g i n .  
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