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Seaton,  a  Hal i fax  County landmark, i s  loca ted  o f f  U .  S. Route 501 j u s t  no r th  o f  t h e  
c i t y  of South Boston. The wood-frame Gothic Revival s t r u c t u r e  was cons t ruc ted  by the  
bui lder  Josiah Dabbs i n  1856-57 and s u b s t a n t i a l l y  enlarged by a  2%-s tory  a d d i t i o n  and k i t c h e r  
wing i n  1887. Erected f o r  William Matthew Howerton the  house remains i n  t h e  fami ly  of t h e  
o r i g i n a l  owner and is  i n  a  remarkable s t a t e  of preservat ion .  

The house is s e t  on a  s tone  and b r i c k  foundation.  Both the  o r i g i n a l  and 1887 
sec t ions  a r e  covered by weatherboarding. Imbricated sh ing les  a r e  used on por t ions  o f  
the l a t e r  s e c t i o n .  A b e l t  course runs above the  f i r s t - s t o r y  windows on t h e  o l d e r  s e c t i o n .  
Ornamental bargeboards embel l i sh  the  house 's  eaves course.  The main (west) e l e v a t i o n  
contains a  one-story porch which has square paired pos t s ,  open-pointed a rches ,  a  l a t t i c e  
r a i l  and a  battlemented shed roof .  Shel te red  by the  porch, the  main en t rance  c o n s i s t s  
of a  rec tangular  transom-light doorway t h a t  r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  paneled double doors and 
louvred and screen  o u t e r  doors.  A secondary ent rance  is loca ted  on t h e  sou th  e l e v a t i o n  and 
i s  contained wi th in  a  hyphen t h a t  jo ins  the  main house t o  an  1887 k i t c h e n .  The o r i g i n a l  
k i tchen,  s i t u a t e d  e a s t  of the  house, was converted i n t o  a  s e c t i o n  o f  the  1887 c a r r i a g e  shed.  
The house conta ins  two e x t e r i o r  end chimneys: a  three-course American bond chimney is 
located on the nor th  wa l l  of the  o r i g i n a l  house and a  seven-course American bond chimney i s  
found on the south  wa l l  of the  1887 k i t chen .  

Fenes t ra t ion  on the  o l d e r  s e c t i o n  c o n s i s t s  of o r i g i n a l  616 hung-sash windows f lanked 
,by louvred s h u t t e r s .  Fenes t r a t ion  on the  1887 s e c t i o n  c o n s i s t s  o f  geomet r i ca l ly  pa t t e rned  
Queen Anne sash  a s  we l l  a s  616 hung-sash windows. The windows on t h e  1887 facade a r e  
contained w i t h i n  a  p ro jec t ing  bay and include colored panes on the  a t t i c  s t o r y .  A number 
of windows a r e  f lanked by louvred s h u t t e r s .  The e a r l i e r  s e c t i o n  is  covered by a  gabled 
roof broken by t h r e e  dormers a l s o  ornamented wi th  fancy bargeboards. The 1887 s e c t i o n  
i s  covered by a  combination o f  h i p  and gable roof .  Both roof s  have ornamental c r e s t i n g .  

Seaton i s  d i s t ingu i shed  by an excep t iona l ly  well-preserved i n t e r i o r .  The f u r n i s h i n g s  
were assembled during the  19 th  century  and a r e  posi t ioned a s  they appear  i n  a  l a t e  19th-  
century g l a s s  negat ive.  The o r i g i n a l  c e n t r a l - h a l l  plan was made asymmetrical by the  
1887 add i t ion .  The h a l l  is dominated by an  open-well s t a i r  t h a t  ascends t o  the  second 
f l o o r .  The s t a i r  has a  square  newel, rounded handra i l  and square b a l u s t e r s .  A l l  second- 
f loo r  rooms r e t a i n  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  pine f loo r ing ,  and the  f i r s t - f l o o r  rooms t h e i r  19th-  
century ca rpe t ing  and pine f l o o r i n g .  The wa l l s  and c e i l i n g s  a r e  p l a s t e r e d  throughout 
the house. Doors and windows have simply executed surrounds. The f i r s t - a n d  second-floor  
mantels a r e  a l s o  simple i n  execut ion .  I n  1887 an o rna te  open-work wooden s c r e e n ,  Moorish 
in  i n s p i r a t i o n ,  was aclded a s  a  d i v i d e r  i n  the  pa r lo r .  About the  same time a  c a .  1830 
Jardine pipe organ,  removed from a  church i n  Hal i fax ,  was i n s t a l l e d  i n  the  house. 

Seaton r e t a i n s  s e v e r a l  19th-century outbui ld ings .  The c a r r i a g e  shed i s  loca ted  t o  t h e  
e a s t  ( r ea r )  of t h e  house. The h i p  r o o f ,  yood-frame bui ld ing  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1887 a t  
the same time the  k i t chen  was converted i n t o  a  s t a b l e  forming the  east w a l l  of the  bu i ld ing .  
The s t r u c t u r e  i s  covered wi th  weatherboarding and con ta ins  616 hung-sash windows. A 
cupola breaks the r o o f l i n e .  

(See cont inuat ion  s h e e t  # l )  








