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Situated on a promontory on River Road in the rolling hills of Halifax County, 
Tarover is a Gothic-Revival villa constructed in 1856. Built for Thomas Bruce, it is a 
two-story, gable-roof structure set on a Low stone foundation. The central-hall-plan 
house is built of irregularly coursed, quarried stone with wooden detailing. 

The main (south) elevation of three bays is dominated by a two-story projecting porch 
tower with a gable roof. The first story of the tower is an open porch consisting of 
three large Tudor-arch openings. The second story contains a diamond-paned oriel window. 
The tower shelters the main entrance of the house, a diamond-paned, transom-light double 
doorway with complementing sidelights. Flanking the tower, the first-story windows have 
triple-hung, eight-paned sash framed by simple wooden architraves. The windows are 
capped by rough-hewn stone lintels. The, second-story windows consist of 818 hung-sash 
windows also framed by simple wooden architraves. It should be noted that the gables 
were originally graced by fancy icicle-like bargeboards, removed circa 1951. 

The east and west elevations contain one-story wings, original to the date of the 
building of the main house. Each wing has its own entrance and a triple-hung-sash 
window on the south elevation. On both the east and west elevations of the main house, a 
double-hung sash window is found abov? the wing. 

i The rear (north) elevation contains a central, two-story wing of one bay. The 
fenestration consists of 818 hung-sash windows framed by simple wooden architraves on 

I the east and west elevations. The north wall of the wing is unpierced. On the first 
story to the west of the wing is a diamond-paned bay window similbs in execution to 
that found on the south facade. An 818 hung-sash window is found on the second story. 
A simple rear entrance is found to the east of the wing, along with asymmetrical 
fenestration. This fenestration consists of a 616 hung-sash window on the first story 
and an 818 hung-sash window on the second story. 

The interior has a double-pile, central-hall plan. Located in the two-story wing 
directly behind the hall is the dining room. The hall includes an open-well, open- 
string stair which ascends to the second story. A noteworthy feature of the stair is 
the balustrade, which is treated as an open-arched screen. Original wood trim survives 
in the hall. The doorways here have Greek Revival-inspired "ear" architrave trim on 
both the first- and second-floor openings. The southwest parlor and library preserve 
their original black marble mantels, while the library retains its original bookcase with 
Gothic-inspired merlons. The second-floor rooms feature simple trim and unfortunately 
have lost much of their original detailing. 

One stone and brick outbuilding survives from the former estate. I 
The register boundaries are drawn to include a fraction of the original Thomas 

Bruce estate, approximately 25 acres (mostly pasture), the main house, the outbuilding, 
and family cemetery. 
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