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DESCRIRE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The L i t t l e  P l a n t a t i o n  i s  s i t u a t e d  on a  l a r g e  t r a c t  of  land near  t h e  Dan River  i n  
Hal i fax  County. I ts  handsome, l i t t l e - a l t e r e d  dwell ing house s i t s  a t  t h e  f o r e  of a  
c o u r t  of e a r l y  ou tbu i ld ings ,  some of  which a r e  o r i 2 i n a l  t o  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  and some 
of  which have been moved from nearby farms. 

The dwell ing house is  a  one-s tory ,  three-bay frame s t r u c t u r e  c l a d  w i t h  beaded 
weatherboards and s e t  upon a  high f ive-course  American-bond basement. T a l l  b r i c k  
chimneys, a l s o  l a i d  i n  f ive-course  American bond and having stepped weatherings,  
s tand  a t  each gable  end. The windows have e a r l y  nine-over-nine sash  and louvred 
b l inds .  The p resen t  f r o n t  a n d s i d e  porches and t h e i r  a t t endan t  s t a i r s r a r e - r e p r o -  
duct ions  of t h e  . o r i g i n a l s  . which were found i n a  ruinous c o n d i t i o n b y  t h e - p r e s e n t  
owner. 

A s i n g l e - c e l l  e l l  i s  connected by a  h y p h e n t o  t h e  ;ear of t h e  main house . .  ThiS e l l  
was b u i l t  e a r l y  .i? t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  century  a s  p a r t  of  a  nearby h o u s e  and was moved 
t o  i t s  p r e s e n t  s i t e  i n  1970. . ~~ 

. ~. 
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The house has a  two-room, ha l l -and-par lor  plan. An enclosed s t a i r  b u i l t  a g a i n s t  
t h e  p a r t i t i o n  i n  t h e  p a r l o r  (d in ing  room) is  entered  from the  h a l l  ad jacen t  to  t h e  
f r o n t  door.  Severa l  r i s e r s  and the  mopboard of t h i s  s t a i r  r e t a i n  handaomc o l i g i n a l  
marble iz ing  of a  h ighly  a b s t r a c t  s o r t  wi th  a  s i l ve r -g rey  base and v e i n s  of red,  
b lue  and green.  

The h a l l  i s  decorated wi th  recessed-panel  wainscoting and wi th  a  mantel c o n s i s t i n g  
I of reeded e n t a b l a t u r e  blocks and a  c e n t r a l  t a b l e t  r e s t i n g  on t h e  a r c h i t r a v e  surround 

and suppor t ing  an unmolded s h e l f .  S imi l a r  wainscot ing is used i n  t h e  d in ing  room, 
and the  mantel  t h e r e  c o n s i s t s  of a molded she l f  surmounting two p l a i n  e n t a b l a t u r e  
blocks which r e s t  upon a  reeded a r c h i t r a v e  surround. 

The o r i g i n a l  ou tbu i ld ings  inc lude  t h e  k i t chen ,  a  square ,  one-story gable-roofed 
bu i ld ing  wi th  a  s tone  e x t e r i o r  end chimney and a  brick-and-stone paved f l o o r ;  t h e  
o f f i c e ,  a  square ,  s tory-and-a-half  V-notched log  s t r u c t u r e  p r e s e n t l y  covered wi th  
twent ie th-century  weatherboards and having a  s tone  end chimney wi th  a  b r i c k  s t a c k ;  
and a  V-notched log  s l a v e  house about one-quarter  of a  mi le  n o r t h  of t h e  main house. 

Among t h e  ou tbu i ld ings  moved t o  the  s i t e  a r e  two smokehouses, a loom house, and a  
c a r r i a g e  house. A l l  a r e  frame s t r u c t u r e s ,  and a l l  d a t e  from about t h e  time o f  t h e  
dwe l l ing ' s  cons t ruc t ion .  

The 130 ac res  being nominated, composed most ly of woodlands, comprise t h e  most 
s i g n i f i c a n t  po r t ion  of t h e  375-acre t r a c t  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1842. 
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The e a r l y  n ine teenth-century '  s6t'tlem1e'&t o f  s b u t h  c e n t r a l  ~ i r g i n i a , w a s  cha rac te r i zed  
by t h e  establ ishdlent   of^ numerous~ma1 l : ' p l an t i t i ons  which r a i s e d  tobacco as t h e i r  
p r i n c i p a l  cash  crop.  The t y p i c a l  p l a n t a t i o n  possessed an unpre tent ious  dwell ing 
house, alrnost always o f  frame, surrounded by a  c l u s t e r  of outbui ld ings .  T h e  des ign  
and layout  of  t hese  complexeswas c ~ m . ~ l e t e l ~  ' u t i l i t a r i a n ;  l i t t l e  a t tempt  was made 
a t  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  e l a b o r a t i o n  d r  lands. iapingsuch a s  found on t h e  l a r g e  p l a n t a t i o n s  
of e a s t e r n  and nor the rn  Vi rg in i a .  Such e l egan t  s e a t s  as  Staunton H i l l  and Berry H i l l  
were very  much t h e  except ion .  

I The L i t t l e  P l a n t a t i o n  near  South Boston su rv ives  a s  a  well- reserved example of t h i s  
r eg iona l  u n i t .  The house i n   articular i s  a  f i n e  specimen'of  i t s  type;  a  compact, 
p l eas ing ly  propor t ioned  dwelling. ~ t s  only  at tempt a t  "elegance" i s  i t s  marble ized  
s t a i r ,  a  f i n e  example of  t h i s  p r o v i n c i a l  a r t  form. Although s e v e r a l  of t h e  ou t -  

. b u i l d i n g s  inc luding  t h e  s tone  !<itchen and t h e  log  o f f i c e ,  a r e  o r i g i n a l  t o  t h e  s i t e ,  
s e v e r a l  o t h e r  e a r l y  ou tbu i ld ings  t y p i c a l  of t h e  reg ion  have been moved t h e r e  by t h e  
p resen t  owner t o  re .place missing ones. The whole now provides an i l l umina t ing  p i c t u r e  

i of t h e  r e g i o n ' s  r u r a l  l i f e  i n  t h e  e a r l y  n ine teen th  century .  

I 
1 I n  t h e  e igh teen th  cen tu ry ,  t h e  land which now comprises L i t t l e  p l a n t a t i o n  was held 

success ive ly  by t h e  England, Watts, Manson, and Gresham f a m i l i e s .  I n  1828, Daniel 
W. Fourqurean (1788-1854) purchased 60% ac res  of t h e  land from Benoy Gresham. 
Fourqurean i s  reputed  t o  have b t i i l t  t h e  o f f i c e  i n  1828 as  a  temporary res idence ,  but 
t h i s  seems u n l i k e l y ,  s i n c e  he a l r eady  owned land wi th  bu i ld ings  on i t  near  t h e  L i t t l e  

i 
I 

P l an ta t ion .  However, t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of t h e  o f f i c e  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  i t  is probably 
contemporary wi th  the  main house, which Fourqurean b u i l t  i n  1830. The i n s c r i p t i o n  

> o n  the  west chimney--"D. W. F.  D.C. (December) L 1830"--is confirmed i n  the  land  
tax records.  Fourqurean 's  assessment was r a i s e d  from $132.60 i n  1830 t o  $500.00 i n  

i 1831, wi th  t h e  n o t a t  ion  "Improvements increased."  

Fourqurean s o l d  t h e  p rope r ty  t o  Thomas E. Pucket t  i n  1842. Combined wi th  Pucke t t ' s  
own holdings, t h e  t r a c t  was increased  t o  375 a c r e s ,  i t s  present  s i z e .  William L. 

Owen, a  merchant and f i n a n c i e r ,  bought t h e  L i t t l e  P lan ta t ion  i n  1844 and held it 
u n t i l  1849. David L. I r v i n e  succeeded Owen i n t h e  ownership of t h e  property.  It 
continued i n  t h e  possess ion  of  I r v i n e ' s  descendants ,  t h e  Gray f a m i l y , u n t i l  1968, when 
i t  was purchased by R. L. Gil l iam, t h e  c u r r e n t  owner. It was he who gave t h e  farm 
i t s  name, and who assembled the  c o l l e c t i o n  of e a r l y  ou tbu i ld ings  i t  now possesses.  
The present  owner e x h i b i t s  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  a s  a  museum of e a r l y  r eg iona l  l i f e .  
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 GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PRDPERTY 1.30 ac res  . 
UTM REFERENCES 
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16181318t610) L4t015191319101 
IY DESCRIPTION 
:ommisinn t h e  L i t t l e  P lan ta t ion  property a r e  bounded by a l i n e  be- - . - 

ginning a t  a  po in t  on the  n o r t h  s i d e  of S t a t e  Route 706, 1.3 mi les  WSW of t h e  
junct ion  of s t a t e  rou tes  706 and 704; then  curving genera l ly  n o r t h  approximately 
1200 f e e t ;  thence extending eastward approximately 1900 f e e t ;  t hen  running n o r t h  
approximately 1400 f e e t  t o  i n t e r s e c t i o n  with sou th  bank of Lawsons Creek; then , 
fol lowing s a i d  creek  approximately 2200 f e e t ;  then running southward 2500 f e e t ; / s h ~ ; e t  
then fo l lowing n o r t h  edge of t r e e  l i n e  approximately 300 f e e t  westward; ( see  c o n t . / i ; l )  
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V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission S ta f f  - 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission September 1976 
S T R E E T &  NUMBER TELEPHONE 

: 221 Governor S t r e e t  (804) 786-3144 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Richmond, Vi rg in ia  23219 

 STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OFTHIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

X " 

. . .  
NATIONAL- STATE- LOCAL- 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National H~storic Prese~at ion Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). 1 
hereby nominate this propeey for inclusion in the National Register and cert ib that it has been evaluated according to the 

, c .  .-: ~. 
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thence extending southward 800 f e e t  t o  i n t e r s e c t i o n  with nor th  s i d e  of S t a t e  Route 
706; then  fol lowing s a i d  route  t o  point  of o r i g i n .  I 






