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 NAME I 
HISTORIC 

Glennmary 
.- 

AND/OR COMMON 

BLOCATION North s ide  of U.S. Route 58; S s ide  of Dan River; W of in te rsec t ion  
of U.S. Routes 58 & 501. 

STREET& NUMBER 

I -NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

I Riverdale X VICININ OF Fif th  (w. C. Daniel) 

I STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

51 Halifax 083 

 CLASSIFICATION 
I 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
._DISTRICT -BUBLIL 

XBUILDINGISI ?PRIVATE 

-STRUCTURE -BOTH 

-SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
-OBJECT -IN PROCESS 

-BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 
X 
-0CCUI'IED 

-UNOCCUPIED 

-WORK I N  PROGRESS 

X 
ACCESSIBLE 

-YES. RESTRICTED 

-YES. UNRESTRICTED 

-NO 

 OWNER OF PROPERTY 

['RESENT USE 
-AGRICULTURE -MUSEUM 

-COMMERCIAL -PARK 

-EDUCATIONAL TPRIVATE RESIDENCE 

-ENTERTAINMENT -RELIGIOUS 

-GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC 

.-INOUSTRIAL -1 RANSPORTATION 

.-MILITARY .-OTHER 

I 

i NAME M r .  Robert F. Cage 
-- 1 STREET& NUMBER 

I 
I - Post - Office B9.x-63.- .._ - .- 

I CITY TOWN STATE 

1 South Boston - VICINITY OF Virginia 24592 

1  LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE ... . 

OF DEEDS,ETC Halifax County Courthouse 
I STREET & NUMBER 

j - .- 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Halifax Virginia 24558 
- 1  - 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS , 
TiTLE 

Virgizia I i i s t s i c  - Landmarks -. Commission Survey 
DATE 

July 1978 -FEDERAL LSTATE -COUNTY LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEYRECORDS . . . V ~ r g l n l a  H i s t o r i , ~ _ ~ a n ~ a r ~ ~ C o _ ~ i ~ s ~ s ~ o ~ n ~ - ~  =Governor Street  
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Richmond 9 I 



CONDIT ION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

-EXCELLENT -DETERIORATED XUNALTERED XORIGINAL S ~ T E  

XGOOD -RUINS ALTERED -MOVED DATE 

-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 
- - . -- - - 

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
Glennmary i s  a Greek Revival-style residence erected between 1837 and 1840 by the 

Glenn family of Halifax County. Surrounded by a spacious e s t a t e  a t  the end of a long 
drive off  heavily traveled Route 58, the brick dwelling i s  a two-and-one-half-story. side- 
hall-plan house covered by a gable roof. 

The three-bay (south) facade is  dominated by a handsome, one-story pedimented Greek 
Doric port ico set on a recently constructed brick podium. The port ico she l t e r s  a 
rectangular transom-light entry which r e t a ins  i t s  or iginal  paneled door and is framed by a 
simple architrave.  Fenestration consis ts  of the or iginal  9/9 hung-sash windows framed by 
simple wooden architraves.  The or iginal  louvered shut ters  flank the  windows on a l l  
elevations. The windows a r e  capped by wooden l i n t e l s  with corner blocks. Executed i n  
very beaut i ful  Flemish bond, the  brickwork re ta ins  iwpain ted  jo in ts  and o ld  red wash. A 
one-and-one-half-story, one-bay wing projects  t o  the west of the facade. The wing's 
fenestration is  s imilar  t o  t h a t  found on the main house with the exception of 6/6 hung-sash 
dormer windows found on the  north and south eievations. 

The r ea r  (north) elevation is s imilar  t o  the south with the  exclusion of the portico. 
The wing contains a rear  entrance framed by simple wooden architrave t r i m .  With the 
exception of a s ide  entrance, the eas t  elevatiorl remains unpierced. A one-story porch, 
added a t  a l a t e r  date ,  e x i s t s  i n  a s t a t e  of deterioration. Both main gables a r e  i n  the 
form of Tuscan pediments with t h e  cornices extending across the front  and rear  elevations. 

The i n t e r i o r  of Glennmary is  noteworthy for  i t s  finely executed s t a i r  and woodwork. 
Dominating the h a l l  is a single-run, open-well s t a i r  which ascends t o  the second floor.  
The s t a i r  features  carved paneled spandrels, sawn-scroll brackets, rectangular balusters ,  
and a f ine ly  turned newel post. The doorways i n  the h a l l  and throughout the  house have 
simple archi t rave t r i m .  Both the f i r s t -  and second-floor rooms contain highly s tyl ized 
Greek Revival mantels. The mantels were derived from Asher  enj jam in's The Pract ical  House 
Carpenter, which w a s  f i r s t  published i n  Boston i n  1830. Although lacking the  f r e t s ,  the  
f i r s t - f loo r  par lor  mantels would appear t o  be var ia t ions of Benjamin's "chimney-piece", 
p l a t e  51. The mantel on the f i r s t  f loor  of the wing i s  an exact copy of Benjamin's 
"chimney-piece", p l a t e  49, while the one found on the second f loor  i n  the southeast chamber 
duplicates Benjamin's p l a t e  50. The or ig ina l  paneled doors re ta in ,  i n  various s t a t e s ,  
t he i r  o r ig ina l  graining. 

RCC 

Glennmary i s  fortunate i n  the preservation of a number of 19th-century frame outbuild- 
ings. The surviving s t ruc tures  include slave quarters,  a log cabin, a smokehouse, and 
sheds. The e s t a t e  had a t  one time been extensively landscaped, a s  evidenced by the or iginal  
shrubs and t r e e s  which survive i n  an overgrown s t a t e .  

. 
BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION: 

* 

The nominated property consis ts  of 52 acres and is a small portion of the or iginal  
Glenn es ta te .  It i s  drawn t o  include the drive,  which terminates i n  an avenue of high 
boxwood. Outbuildings a r e  included within the nominated area. The area includes the s i t e  

of the former gardens, walks, and remnants of the orchards. The property is  bounded on the- 

South by Route 58 and on t h e  e a s t  and west by p a r a l l e l  l i nes  t h a t  follow the drive and 
include pa r t  of a contour l i ne  (350). It i s  bounded on the north by the same contour l i ne  

tha t  separates the land from the r ive r  basin and defines a natural  plateau upon which the 
house sits. 










