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. DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
Glennmary is a Greek Revival-style residence erected -between 1837 and 1840 by the
Glgnn family of Halifax County. Surrounded by a spacious estate at the end of a long
drive off heavily traveled Route 58, the brick dwelling is a two—and—onewhalf—storj, side-
hall-plan house covered by a gable roof.

The three-bay (south) facade is dominated by a handsome, one-story pedimented CGreek
Doric portico set on a recently constructed brick podium. The portico shelters a
rgctangular transom-light entry which retains its original paneled door and is framed by a
simple architrave. Fenestration consists of the original 9/9 hung-sash windows framed by
simple wooden architraves. The original louvered shutters flank the windows on all
elevations. The windows are capped by wooden lintels with corner blocks. Executed in
very beautiful Flemish bond, the brickwork retains itSpainted joints and old red wash. A
one-and~one-half-story, one-bay wing projects to the west of the facade. The wing's
fenestration is similar to that found on the main house with the exception of 6/6 hung-sash
dormer windows found on the north and south elevations. ‘

The rear (north) elevation is similar to the south with the exclusion of the portico.
The wing contains a rear entrance framed by simple wooden architrave trim. With the
exception of a side entrance, the east elevation remains unpierced. A one-story porch,
added at a later date, exists in a state of deterioration. Both main gables are in the
form of Tuscan pediments with the cornices extending across the front and rear elevations.

The interior of Glennmary is noteworthy for its finely executed stair and woodwork.
Dominating the hall is a single-run, open-well stair which ascends to the second floor.
The stair features carved paneled spandrels, sawn-scroll brackets, rectangular balusters,
and a finely turned newel post. The doorways in the hall and throughout the house have
simple architrave trim. Both the first- and second-floor rocoms contain highly stylized
Greek Revival mantels. The mantels were derived from Asher Benjamin's The Practical House
Carpenter, which was first published in Boston in 1830. Although lacking the frets, the
first-floor parlor mantels would appear to be variations of Benjamin's "chimney-piece",
plate 51. The mantel on the first floor of the wing is an exact copy of Benjamin's
"chimney-piece", plate 49, while the one found on the second floor in the southeast chamber
duplicates Benjamin's plate 50. The original paneled doors retain, in various states,
their original graining.

Glennmary is fortunate in the preservation of a number of 19th-century frame outbuild-
ings. The surviving structures include slave quarters, a log cabin, a smokehouse, and
sheds. The estate had at one time been extensively landscaped, as evidenced by the original

shrubs and trees which survive in an overgrown state.
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BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION:

The nominated property consists of 52 acres and is a small portion of the original
Glenn estate. It is drawn to include the drive, which terminates in an avenue of high
boxwood. Outbuildings are included within the nominated area. The area includes the site
of the former gardens, walks, and remnants of the orchards. The property is bounded on the-”
south by Route 58 and on the east and west by parallel lines that follow the drive and
include part of a contour line (350). It is bounded on the north by the same cont?ur line
that separates the land from the river basin and defines a natural plateau upon which the

" house sits.















