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National Register of Historic Places 
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See Instructions In How to Complete Natlonal Reglster Forms 
Tvne all entries-com~lete a ~ ~ l l c a b l e  sectlona, 

1. Name 
historic Indian Jim's Cave (S i te  44 HA 18) 

andlor common 

2. Location 
meet & number 

city, t o w  Brookneal _x_ vicinity of congressional district F i  f t h  ( W. C. Daniel ) 

state V i r g i n i a  code 44 county Hal i fax  code 083 

3. Classification 
Category Ownermhip Status Present Ume 
- district - public - occupled - agrlcultum - museum 
- bullding(s) 2 private -X. unoccupied - commercial - park 
- structure - both - work In progress - educational - private residence 
-X- site Publlc Acqulsttion Accessible - entertainment - religious 
- object - in process - yes: restricted - government - sclentlflc 

being considered X yes: unrestricted - industrial 
WA 

- transportation 
- no - military 2 other: S l  t e  

4. Owner of Promert~ 

name M r .  John T. Davis, Jr.  

street & number BOX 41 

CRY, town Broo kneal N /A - vlcinlty of state V i rg in ia  24528 

5. Location of Leaal Description 
courthouse, registry of dWdS, etc. H,lifax~ Courthouse - 
street & number N /A 

cW. town Hal i fax  state V i rg in ia  24558 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
titie 44 HA 18 ha8 this property been determined eleglbte? - yes & no 

date 1970 - federal state - county - local 

depository for S U W O ~  -rds V i rg in ia  Research Center f o r  Archaeology , Wren Kitchen 

cay, town Col 1 ege o f  W i  1 I iam & Mary, W i 11 ian~s burg V i rg in ia  23186 

eyp94823
Text Box
Listed On:VLR     03/17/1981                                               NRHP  08/26/1982 



Condition Check one Check one 
- excellent - deterlorated X unaltered X origlnd slte N /A 
- good - rulnr - altered m o v e d  date 
- fair unexposed 

- - 

Describe the present and origlnal (If known) phyrlcal appearance 

cludes t h e  geographical fea tu re  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  known as Ind ian  Jim's Cave as w e l l  as a 
second cave, located immediately upr iver ,  which appears t o  have been completely i n - f i l l e d  
and i s  l i k e l y  t o  coy ta i n  i n tac t - , p reh i s to r i c  .. - c u l t u r a l  deposits. . . , 

The cave i s  oblong i n  shape, measuring 17 meeters deep and 7 meters wide. The cave 
o r i g i n a l l  had approximately 30 centimeters of..oqen s~ace.between I t s ,  c e i l i n g  and f l o o r  
( photo 2 J . Eigh ty  cent imeters o f  s i l t ,  accumulated dur ing a t  l e a s t  40 episodes o f  
f looding, occur i n  . r ead i l y  discernable s t r a t i g raph i c  deposits. Beneath these f l o o d  de- 
pos i t s  i s  a dark, gray/brown s l i g h t l y  clayey loam r i c h  i n  organic mater ia ls  and contain- 
i n g  the  s i t e ' s  c u l t u r a l  l eve ls .  Th is  dark loam i s  more prevalent near t he  f r o n t  o f  the  
cave, whereas t o  t h e  rea r  o f  t he  d rop l ine  i t  occurs i n  assoc ia t ion w i t h  ash deposits, 
burned l aye rs  and other  s o i l  accumulation a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  p r e h i s t o r i c  occupation. 

The c e i l i n g  o f  t he  cave i s  f l a t ,  i n te r rup ted  by angular blocks o f  a hornblend, 
gabbro, and gneiss format ion which protrude i n t o  the  cave's i n t e r i o r  and p a r t i t i o n  i t  off 
i n t o  th ree  rooms. Debris from the  c e i l i n g  o f  the  cave has accumulated near these blocks. 
A1 though t he  cave has been known t o  l o c a l  re1 i c  co l l ec to r s  f o r  many years, i t s  exten- 
s i ve  f l o o d  deposi ts  have i n h i b i t e d  the  disturbance o f  the  s i t e ' s  i n t a c t  c u l t u r a l  layers.  

The cave was tes ted  archaeolog ica l ly  i n  1969 by Dr. Wi l l i am MacLeRoy. I n  e i g h t  
days o f  f i e l d  t es t i ng ,  he determined t h a t  i n t a c t  c u l t u r a l  deposits l a y  beneath the  
cave's s i l t  deposits. i , . . .  . . . it a .  . 

I n  Sept.- Oct. 1980, Mr .  L y l e  E. Browning conducted t es t .  excavations a t  t he  cave. 
The excavations sampled por t ions  o f  the  cave's f l o o r  and determined t h a t  most of t he  
cave' s archaeologj.qa1 record survf  ves i n tac t .  .,,..i ... . . . . . .  

Although.much,of t he  overburden seal ing i n  the cave's archaeological l aye rs  was 
removed, inc reas ing  t he  cave's i n t e r i o r  he ight  t o  11 0 centimeters, i n t a c t  sect ions of 
these f lood deposi ts were l e f t  i n  s i t u  f o r  f u t u r e  study. The m a j o r i t y  o f  t he  cave's 
archaeological  deposi ts remain i n t a c t a t  the  present time. Only t h i r t e e n  square meters, 
ou t  o f  a t o t a l  o f  105 square meters, were p a r t i a l l y  excavated. Extant archaeological  
deposi ts  a re  a t  l e a s t  80 cent imeters deep. , A r t i f ac t s  da t ing  from ca. 2000-1000 B.C. t o  
A.D. 1600 were recovered. Evidence o f  e a r l i e r  occupation i s  1 i ke l y  t o  be present i n  
untested deposi ts be1 ow those excavated. 



8. Significance 

Areas of Signiticanto-Check and justlfy b l o w  
_X- archeology-prehlstorlc - community plannlng - landscape a rch i tec ture  rellglon 

archeology-historic - conservation - law - rclence 
- agriculture - economkr - Ilterature - eculpture 
- drchltecture - educatlon - mllltary - rociaU 
- art - engineering - muelc humanltarlan 
- commerce - exploratlon/settlement - phlloeophy - theater 
- communications - Industry polltlcs/government - transportation 

, . - Invention .. . - other (specify) 

I ,  I . .  1 

Stmtemmt of signifl=in& (k ;6n. parab&ph) . i 

The Ind ian  Jim's Cave Archaeological S i t e  i n  Ha l i f ax  County, V i r g i n i a ,  i s  s ign f i can t  
due t o  i t s  v a r i f i a b l  e research po te i i t i a l  . In tac t ,  s t r a t i f i e d  ; c u l t u r a l  deposi ts extending 
t o  a depth o f  a t  l e a s t  80 centimeters, conta in ing important in format ion unavai lab le  a t  
most o ther  s i t e s  i n  t he  region, have been documented by archaeological  tes t ing .  The 
s c i e n t i f i c  excavation- o f -  t he  cave would. provide t he  oppor tun i ty  t o  study several pe r t i nen t  
research problems,"~ncluding documenting'subsistence pat terns and adaptations t o  season- 
a l  changes over* time, r e f i n i n g  c u l t u r a l  chronologies, and analyzing soci-al i n t e rac t i on .  
patterns; '  - . ' - .  . . . .  . .  , ... . . . . _ _ . . . . i. ' . :. . . . 

. ' 
- .  . -  . . . . .  - I - . -  . . . -  .. _ . w . (  . . -  . , ,  . ' .  ,! . " - .  . . . . . .  . ~ a c k ~ r o i i i d '  ' ' . , .  

Ind ian  Jim's Cave i s  t r a d i t i o n a l l v  bel ieved t o  have been the  home o f  H a l i f a x  Countv's 

e ren t  e thn i c  groups, and t h e i r  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t he  comnunity t o  which they were adjacent, may be revealed- i n  t he  
archaeological  record a t  t he  s i t e . ,  

- -  1 .  ! ' 1 ,  . . , . -  . .. . - ., , ! :  . .  , . , .. . .  . ,  . , .  .. . 

L i t h i c  and ceramic a r t i f a c t s  excavated from i n t a c t  c u l t u r a l  deposi ts a t  t he  cave i n -  
d i ca te  t h a t  t he  s i t e  was occupied dur ing the  Woodland Period as we1 1. ! Excavations were 
terminated before s t e r i l e  subsoi l  was revealed. It i s  very l i k e l y  t h a t  e a r l i e r  Archaic 
and poss ib le  Paleo-Indian . .  , ,  1 evels a re  present. . . .. . . .. . . .  . . 

Provenience s tud ies from the  1980 archaeological t e s t  excavations note '  t h a t  t he  
g rea tes t  a r t i f a c t  dens i t y  a t  t he  s i t e  occurs near t he  mouth o f  t he  cave, al though cu l -  
t u r a l  ma te r i a l s  do n o t  extend beyond the  immediate area a t  i t s  entrance. - F i r e  p i t s  and . . 
refuse disposal  areas occur t o  t he  rea r  o f  the  cave. 

The excavat ion o f  preserved faunal and f l o r a l  remians and associated a r t i f a c t s  
w i t h i n  t he  cave's sealed cu l tu ra l ,  l ayers  should reveal much about t he  cave's i nhab i t an t s '  
subsistence pa t te rns  and t h e i r  adaptat ion to '  seasoiihl changes over t ime. Analys is  of t he  
f l o r a l  and faunal remains recovered dur ing the  1980 t e s t  excavations i n d i c a t e  t h a t  
dur ing  t he  Woodland Period, t he  cave was occupied dur ing t he  l a t e  autumn and e a r l y  w in te r  
months. De ta i l ed  s tud ies on c l i m a t i c  changes over t ime should be poss ib le  through 
po l  1 en analysis.  

rr' 

'The study o f  d iagnos t i c  l i t h i c  and ceramic a r t i f a c t s ,  which a re  present i n  a s t r a t -  
i f i e d  context,  should s i g n i f i c a n t l y  r e f i ne  reg ional  c u l t u r a l  chronologies. These data 
would a1 so prov ide new in format ion on t he  evo lu t ion  o f  t rade  pat terns and other  forms 
of soc ia l  i n t e r a c t i o n  over t ime f o r  t h i s  reg ion o f  V i rg in ia .  



9. Major Bibliographical References 
Morgan, George, -- The True Patrick Henry, 1907 

Copy on file at Red Hill Shrine, Campbell County, Virginia 

10. Geographical ~ a t a  
Acreage of nominated property - 
Quadrangle name Brookneal, VA 
UMT Reference8 

A -  Zone Eastlng 
Nort hlng 

Quadrangle scale 1 : 340130 

Bm181RInlB171- Zone Ea8tlng Northlng 

Verbal boundary description and JustYication 

List  a l i  state8 and counties for propertias overtapping state or county boundaries 

atate N /A 
code county N /A code 

1 1. Form Prepared BY 
narnelt~t~e Lvl e E. Brownins. Field Archaeolosist,wi th VRCA staff 

organlzatlon Archaeol oaica1 Society of Virnini a date March 8. 1981 

stmet a number 361 2 Den i son Road telephone (804) 226-231 6 

city or town Richmond state Virginia 23231 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated signlftcance of thls property wlthln the state Is: 

1L natlonal -X- state 2 local 

As the designated State 
665), 1 hereby m l n a t e  
accordlnp to the criteria - 

State Historic Presewatlon Offlcer slgnatuk 
H. Bryan Mitchell, Executive D 

t i t k  Virginia Historic Landmarks Camniaaion date MAY 1 0 1982 

G P O  @a m35 




