
7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
-excellent -deteriorated -unaltered -L original site 
Lgood ruins X altered -moved date d A  
-fair -unexposed 

Describe the present and original (it known) physical appearance 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

Buckshoal Farm, t h e  home of V i r g i n i a  Governor Wil l iam M. Tuck, i s , . s i t u a t e d  o f f  
S t a t e  Road 737, i n  H a l i f a x  County. The house ,  s e t  on a  h i l l ,  i s  a s i m p l e  v e r n a c u l a r  
s t r u c t u r e  whose e a r l i e s t  s e c t i o n  w a s  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ;  t h e  
house had s e v e r a l  subsequen t  a d d i t i o n s  and a l t e r a t i o n s .  The nominat ion c o n s i s t s  of  
t h r e e  c o n t r i b u t i n g  b u i l d i n g s ,  t h e  main house  and two o u t b u i l d i n g s .  

-ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS 

The e a r l i e s t  s t r u c t u r e  e x t a n t  a t  Buckshoal Farm i s  t h e  two-s tory  p i t c h e d - r o o f  
s e c t i o n  of  t h e  main r e s i d e n c e .  T h i s  p o r t i o n  i s  l o g  c o n s t r u c t i o n  covered  w i t h  c lapboard  
s i d i n g .  The uncoursed s t o n e  e x t e r i o r  chimney i s  i n  t h e  n o r t h  g a b l e  end. The p l a n  of  
t h i s  log  d w e l l i n g  c o n s i s t s  of  one l a r g e  room w i t h  a f i r e p l a c e  and one s m a l l  room on each 
f l o o r ,  w i t h  a s t e e p  winding enc losed  s t a i r  i n  t h e  c o r n e r  of  t h e  l a r g e r  room. A s imple  
o n e - s t o r y  porch was added t o  t h e  wes t  s i d e  of t h i s  s e c t i o n  some t ime a f t e r  1907; t h e  porch 
was sc reened  i n  t h e  mid- twen t ie th  c e n t u r y .  A shed- roofed  k i t c h e n  was added t o  t h e  e a s t  
s i d e  i n  t h e  1 9 2 0 ' s .  

The l a r g e r  p i t ched- roof  s e c t i o n  of  t h e  house w i t h  i t s  r i d g e  p e r p e n d i c u l a r  t o  t h e  
o l d e r  s e c t i o n  was added i n  1841. A t  t h e  t ime i t  was b u i l t ,  t h i s  two-s tory  frame s e c t i o n  
w i t h  c lapboard  s i d i n g  had a two-bay f r o n t  f a c a d e  w i t h  a b r a c k e t e d  I t a l i a n a t e  c o r n i c e .  
A o n e - s t o r y  porch w i t h  t h r e e  bays extended a c r o s s  t h e  f r o n t .  The p o r c h ' s  s p i n d l e  f r e i z e  
and sawnwork b a l u s t r a d e  were added l a t e r  i n  t h e  c e n t u r y .  The p l a n  of  t h e  1841 s e c t i o n  
c o n s i s t e d  of  two rooms and a s i d e  h a l l  on each  f l o o r .  The uncoursed s t o n e  e x t e r i o r  
chimney w i t h  a b r i c k  top  s t i l l  e x i s t s  i n  t h e  e a s t  end. The chimney h a s  t h e  d a t e  1841 on it. 

I n  approx imate ly  1921,  t h e  porch was removed from t h e  f r o n t  and a n  e l l  was added 
ex tend ing  t o  t h e  sou th .  T h i s  r e c t a n g u l a r  a d d i t i o n  h a s  a hexagonal  bay end on t h e  f r o n t .  
The p i t c h e d  roof  i n t e r s e c t s  t h e  roof  of  t h e  1841 s e c t i o n  a t  r i g h t  a n g l e s ;  t h e  roof  i s  
hipped o v e r  t h e  bay and h a s  a d e c o r a t i v e  c r o s s - g a b l e  on t h e  west  s i d e .  Also on t h i s  
s i d e ,  a n  i n t e r i o r  chimney w i t h  a c o r b e l l e d  b r i c k  t o p  s e r v e s  t h i s  wing. T h i s  a d d i t i o n  
con t inued  t h e  wide f r e i z e  board of  t h e  1841 s e c t i o n ;  t h e  b r a c k e t e d  c o r n i c e  was removed 
a t  t h i s  t ime.  I n  p l a c e  of t h e  e a r l i e r  E a s t l a k e  porch,  a o n e - s t o r y  f r o n t  porch was 
c o n s t r u c t e d  hav ing  t a p e r i n g  wooden p o s t s  s e t  on b r i c k p i e r s .  The c o n f i g u r a t i o n  of  t h e  
porch f o l l o w s  t h a t  of  t h e  e l l  and bay of  t h e  f r o n t  of  t h e  house.  The r o o f s  of  t h e  f r o n t  
and e a s t  and wes t  s i d e  porches  and t h e  k i t c h e n  a d d i t i o n s  a r e  s tanding-seam m e t a l ;  t h e  
r e s t  of t h e  house  now h a s  a n  a s p h a l t  s h i n g l e  r o o f .  

A l l  o f  t h e  windows i n  t h e  house ,  though a v a r i e t y  of  s i z e s ,  a r e  s i x - o v e r - s i x  
doub le  hung. Many have louvered  h inged  s h u t t e r s .  

The i n t e r i o r  f i n i s h e s  of  t h e  house  have been s e v e r a l  t imes  a l t e r e d .  The main 
f e a t u r e s  of  n o t e  a r e  t h e  s imple  wide wooden m a n t e l s  i n  t h e  o l d e s t  s e c t i o n ,  t h e  on ly  
s l i g h t l y  more e l a b o r a t e  f l u t e d  and b r a c k e t e d  mante l s  i n  t h e  1921 wing, and t h e  main 
s t a i r ,  which d a t e s  from 1841. T h i s  s t a i r  h a s  a l a r g e  tu rned  newel p o s t  and heavy 
tu rned  b a h s t e r s ,  two on each t r e a d .  The wide reeded baseboard matches t h a t  i n  t h e  
r e s t  of t h e  1841 s e c t i o n .  The r e s t  of t h e  i n t e r i o r  t r i m  i s  v e r y  s imple .  

The p r o p e r t y  c o n t a i n s  two c o n t r i b u t i n g  o u t b u i l d i n g s ,  a  log  wel l -house  and a 
frame shed n e a r  t h e  house. 
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