7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

__exceltent —_ deteriorated ___ unaltered _X_original site

_X_good — . ruins _Xx altered ___moved date _ N/A
—— fair — unexposed

Describe the present and original {if known) physical appearance

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION

Buckshoal Farm, the home of Virginmia Governor William M. Tuck, is.situated off
State Road 737, in Halifax County. The house, set on a hill, is a simple vernacular
structure whose earliest sectiom was constructed in the =early nineteenth century; the
house had several subsequent additions and alterations. The nomination consists of
three contributing buildings, the main house and two outbuildings.

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS

The earliest structure extant at Buckshoal Farm is the two-story pitched-roof
section of the main residence. This portion is log construction covered with clapboard
siding. The uncoursed stone exterior chimney is in the north gable end. The plan of
this log dwelling consists of one large room with a fireplace and one small room on each
floor, with a steep winding enclosed stair in the corner of the larger room., A simple
one-story porch was added to the west side of this section some time after 1907; the porch
was screened in the mid-twentieth century. A shed-roofed kitchen was added to the east
side in the 1920's.

The larger pitched-roof section of the house with its ridge perpendicular to the
older section was added in 1841, At the time it was built, this two-story frame section
with clapbeard siding had a two-bay front facade with a bracketed Italianate cornice.
A one-story porch with three bays extended across the front. The porch's spindle freize
and sawnwork balustrade were added later in the century. The plan of the 1841 section
consisted of two rooms and a side hall on each floor. The uncoursed stone exterior
chimney with a brick top still exists in the east end. The chimney has the date 1841 on it.

In approzimately 1921, the porch was removed from the fromt and an ell was added
extending to the south. This rectangular addition has a hexagonal bay end on the fromnt.
The pitched roof intersects the roof of the 1841 section at right angles; the roof is
hipped over the bay and has a decorative cross-gable on the west side. Also on this
side, an interior chimney with a corbelled brick top serves this wing. This addition
continued the wide freize board of the 1841 section; the bracketed cornice was removed
at this time. In place of the earlier Eastlake porch, a one-story front porch was
constructed having tapering wooden posts set on brickpiers. The configuration of the
porch follows that of the ell and bay of the front of the house. The roofs of the front
and east and west side porches and the kitchen additions are standing-seam metal; the
rest of the house now has an asphalt shingle roof.

All of the windows in the house, though a variety of sizes, are six-over-six
double hung. Many have louvered hinged shutters.

The interior finishes of the house have been several times altered. The main
features of note are the simple wide wooden mantels in the oldest section, the only
slightly more elaborate fiuted and bracketed mantels in the 1921 wing, and the main
stair, which dates from 1841. This stair has a large turned newel post and heavy
turned b3lusters, two on each tread. The wide reeded baseboard matches that in the
rest of the 1841 section. The rest of the interior trim is very simple,

The property contains two contributing outbuildings, a log well-house and a
frame shed near the house.
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