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1. Name 
historic Buckshoal Farm (VDHL file # 41-108) 

and or common N/A 

2. Location 
street 6 number VA Route 737 N& not for publication 

city, town Omega 2 vicinity of 

.tate Virginia code 51 countv Halifax code 083 - - -. 

3. Classification 
-- 

Category Ownership 
- district - public 
X -building@) X private 
- structure - both 
- site Public Acquisition 
- object - in process 

- being considered 

- - 

Status Present Use 
- occupied - agriculture - museum 
2 unoccupied - commercial - park 
-work in progress - educational 2 private residence 
Accessible - entertainment - religious 
X - yes: restricted - government - scientific 

-. yes: unrestricted - industrial - transportation 
NIP. - no - militarv -other: - , .. - 

4. Owner of Pronert~ 
-- 

name see Continuation Sheet # 2  

street 6 number N/A 

city, town N/A U v i c i n i t y  of state N/A 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courlhouse, registry of deeds, etc. 'califax County Courthouse 

street 6 number N/A -- 

city, town Halifax state Virginia 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Division of Historic Landmarks 

title survey file # 41-108 has this property been determined eligible? -yes _r no 

date 1986 a x state - county - local 
Division of Historic Landmarks 

depository for survey records 221 Governor Street - 

city, town -Richmond state Virginia 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
-excellent - deteriorated - unaltered -L original site 
L good ruins X altered - moved date d A  
-fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (it known) physical appearance 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

Buckshoal Farm, t h e  home of V i r g i n i a  Governor Wil l iam M. Tuck, i s , . s i t u a t e d  o f f  
S t a t e  Road 737, i n  H a l i f a x  County. The house ,  s e t  on a  h i l l ,  i s  a s i m p l e  v e r n a c u l a r  
s t r u c t u r e  whose e a r l i e s t  s e c t i o n  w a s  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ;  t h e  
house had s e v e r a l  subsequen t  a d d i t i o n s  and a l t e r a t i o n s .  The nominat ion c o n s i s t s  of  
t h r e e  c o n t r i b u t i n g  b u i l d i n g s ,  t h e  main house  and two o u t b u i l d i n g s .  

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS - 
The e a r l i e s t  s t r u c t u r e  e x t a n t  a t  Buckshoal Farm i s  t h e  two-s tory  p i t c h e d - r o o f  

s e c t i o n  of  t h e  main r e s i d e n c e .  T h i s  p o r t i o n  i s  l o g  c o n s t r u c t i o n  covered  w i t h  c lapboard  
s i d i n g .  The uncoursed s t o n e  e x t e r i o r  chimney i s  i n  t h e  n o r t h  g a b l e  end. The p l a n  of  
t h i s  log  d w e l l i n g  c o n s i s t s  of  one l a r g e  room w i t h  a  f i r e p l a c e  and one s m a l l  room on each 
f l o o r ,  w i t h  a s t e e p  winding enc losed  s t a i r  i n  t h e  c o r n e r  of  t h e  l a r g e r  room. A s imple  
o n e - s t o r y  porch was added t o  t h e  wes t  s i d e  of t h i s  s e c t i o n  some t ime a f t e r  1907; t h e  porch 
was sc reened  i n  t h e  mid- twen t ie th  c e n t u r y .  A shed- roofed  k i t c h e n  was added t o  t h e  e a s t  
s i d e  i n  t h e  1 9 2 0 ' s .  

The l a r g e r  p i t ched- roof  s e c t i o n  of  t h e  house w i t h  i t s  r i d g e  p e r p e n d i c u l a r  t o  t h e  
o l d e r  s e c t i o n  was added i n  1841. A t  t h e  t ime i t  was b u i l t ,  t h i s  two-s tory  frame s e c t i o n  
w i t h  c lapboard  s i d i n g  had a  two-bay f r o n t  f a c a d e  w i t h  a  b r a c k e t e d  I t a l i a n a t e  c o r n i c e .  
A o n e - s t o r y  porch w i t h  t h r e e  bays extended a c r o s s  t h e  f r o n t .  The p o r c h ' s  s p i n d l e  f r e i z e  
and sawnwork b a l u s t r a d e  were added l a t e r  i n  t h e  c e n t u r y .  The p l a n  of  t h e  1841 s e c t i o n  
c o n s i s t e d  of  two rooms and a  s i d e  h a l l  on each  f l o o r .  The uncoursed s t o n e  e x t e r i o r  
chimney w i t h  a  b r i c k  top  s t i l l  e x i s t s  i n  t h e  e a s t  end. The chimney h a s  t h e  d a t e  1841 on it. 

I n  approx imate ly  1921,  t h e  porch was removed from t h e  f r o n t  and a n  e l l  was added 
ex tend ing  t o  t h e  sou th .  T h i s  r e c t a n g u l a r  a d d i t i o n  h a s  a  hexagonal  bay end on t h e  f r o n t .  
The p i t c h e d  roof  i n t e r s e c t s  t h e  roof  of  t h e  1841 s e c t i o n  a t  r i g h t  a n g l e s ;  t h e  roof  i s  
hipped o v e r  t h e  bay and h a s  a  d e c o r a t i v e  c r o s s - g a b l e  on t h e  west  s i d e .  Also on t h i s  
s i d e ,  a n  i n t e r i o r  chimney w i t h  a  c o r b e l l e d  b r i c k  t o p  s e r v e s  t h i s  wing. T h i s  a d d i t i o n  
con t inued  t h e  wide f r e i z e  board of  t h e  1841 s e c t i o n ;  t h e  b r a c k e t e d  c o r n i c e  was removed 
a t  t h i s  t ime.  I n  p l a c e  of t h e  e a r l i e r  E a s t l a k e  porch,  a  o n e - s t o r y  f r o n t  porch was 
c o n s t r u c t e d  hav ing  t a p e r i n g  wooden p o s t s  s e t  on b r i c k p i e r s .  The c o n f i g u r a t i o n  of  t h e  
porch f o l l o w s  t h a t  of  t h e  e l l  and bay of  t h e  f r o n t  of  t h e  house.  The r o o f s  of  t h e  f r o n t  
and e a s t  and wes t  s i d e  porches  and t h e  k i t c h e n  a d d i t i o n s  a r e  s tanding-seam m e t a l ;  t h e  
r e s t  of t h e  house  now h a s  a n  a s p h a l t  s h i n g l e  r o o f .  

A l l  o f  t h e  windows i n  t h e  house ,  though a  v a r i e t y  of  s i z e s ,  a r e  s i x - o v e r - s i x  
doub le  hung. Many have louvered  h inged  s h u t t e r s .  

The i n t e r i o r  f i n i s h e s  of  t h e  house  have been s e v e r a l  t imes  a l t e r e d .  The main 
f e a t u r e s  of  n o t e  a r e  t h e  s imple  wide wooden m a n t e l s  i n  t h e  o l d e s t  s e c t i o n ,  t h e  on ly  
s l i g h t l y  more e l a b o r a t e  f l u t e d  and b r a c k e t e d  mante l s  i n  t h e  1921 wing, and t h e  main 
s t a i r ,  which d a t e s  from 1841. T h i s  s t a i r  h a s  a  l a r g e  tu rned  newel p o s t  and heavy 
tu rned  b a h s t e r s ,  two on each t r e a d .  The wide reeded baseboard matches t h a t  i n  t h e  
r e s t  of t h e  1841 s e c t i o n .  The r e s t  of t h e  i n t e r i o r  t r i m  i s  v e r y  s imple .  

The p r o p e r t y  c o n t a i n s  two c o n t r i b u t i n g  o u t b u i l d i n g s ,  a  log  wel l -house  and a  
frame shed n e a r  t h e  house. 



8. Significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1599 
- 1600-1699 
- 1700-1799 

1800-1899 
JL 1900- 

Areas of SignificancbCheck and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric -community planning - landscape architecture- religion 
- archeology-historic -conservation - law - science 
- agriculture -economics - literature -sculpture 

X - architecture -education -military - sociali 
-art -engineering - music humanitarian 
- commerce - explorationiseltlement - philosophy -theater 
- communications - industry & politicsigovernment - transportation 

invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates ear-y 19th =. to 1969BuilderiArchitect . unknown h 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Of primary significance is Buckshoal Farm's association with William M. Tuck, 
Virginia Delegate (1924-32), State Senator (1932-42), Lieutenant Governor (1942-46), 
Governor (1946-50), and United States Congressman (1953-69). The property was Tuck's 
birthplace and a favorite retreat during his long political career. A leading 
mid-twentieth century Virginia politician, as governor Tuck was instrumental in the 
passage of the important Right-to-Work Act of 1947. 

Of local significance is the dwelling itself, which is typical of Halifax County 
farmhouses that grew incrementally as needs and changing tastes dictated. The earliest 
section, which is of log construction, is a rare survival; however, the mid-nineteenth 
century addition of a larger more formal front section onto a simple earlier house 
represents a very comon pattern for the area. With its original log section and 
subsequent additions, Buckshoal Farm exemplifies one hundred fifty years of changing 
architectural tastes in Halifax County. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The property, incl~ding a building, was purchased by Mark Alexander Wilkinson in the 
mid-nineteenth century; it was probably soon after, in 1841, that the two-story wing was 
added. Wilkinson's grandson, Robert J. Tuck, bought the property and called it "Valley 
Home"; his son, William M. T y k ,  who inherited the property, called it "Buckshoal Farm" 
after nearby Buckshoal Creek. 

William M. Tuck was born at Ruckshoal Farm on September 28, 1896. Although a well 
educated man, Tuck was to always retain the down-to-earth manners and philosophy of his 
native rural Virginia. As a boy, he had spent a good deal of time working on the home 
tobacco farm, which gave him a real understanding of Virginia's agrarian life, both its 
advantages and disadvantages. Tuck's college career was interrupted by World War I, when 
he served in the marines. After the war, Tuck went on to Washington and Lee University 
where he received his law degree in 1921. 

Politics seemed the natural vocation for Tuck, who explained his entry into the 
political arena as being intimately tied up withhis early life at Buckshoal Farm: 

Most of the prominent politicians traveling from courthouse to courthouse in 
those days would come by my home. Some would spend the night. And I just heard 
about politics all my life, and naturally was interesteg from the start. But I 
didn't set my mind on any particular office. Not then. 

Although Tuck's father had been interested in politics and had served in the legislature 
at the turn of the century, he was primarily a farmer. Tuck realized early on that the 
hard physical work and uncertainty 05 farm life was not for him, and saw political life as 
his most advantageous career choice. 

(See Continuation Sheet #1 ) 














