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ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS (Continued)

on the other three sides of the structure. This feature was obviously an
addition to the building following its completion, since the moldings along
the roof edge of the main body do not carry over on to the eave.

The north wall has three equally spaced windows, while the south wall
has only two windows which do not align with those on the opposite wall.
All five windows are of the same size. double-hung, with nine over nine
sash. As the entrance, the window surrounds are unmolded boards. Originally
there was a heating stove between the windows on the south wall, the stove
pipe from which extended through the wall and up the outside of the building.
This accounts for the discrepancy between the number and spacing of the
windows on the two lateral sides of the building. During the period from
1926 to 1982 all but one of the sash were lost. Those in use today were
fashioned from the single remaining sash which was also reinstalled. Just
as the sash, all but one of the original exterior blinds had also been lost
over time. The one surviving blind was used as a pattern from which the
reproductions were copied. The hardware for the blinds is original to
the period of the building.

There are no copenings in the west wall which is an unbroken clapboard
surface.

The roof is steeply pitched, with the ridge running from east to west.
Originially the roof was covered with wooden shingles, but these have since
been replaced with a raised-seam metal covering. Below the roof line is a
box eave with cyme reversa moldings at both its top and bottom.

Interior

The interior of the church is comprised of a single room which was
used as the sanctuary. An open ceiling extends approximately two-thirds
of the way from the top of the walls to the ridge, at which point a flat
ceiling is dintroduced. Three beams each approximately 10 inches square with
chamfered corners span the width of the interior, and are centered above
each of the three windows on the north wall.

Random-width pine boards cover the floor. These were installed during =
the restoration, and are stained a reddish-brown to replicate the original
flooring which had rotted. The floor boards run from the front to the
rear o6f the structure,

A most curious and interesting feature of the interior is the wall
cladding. This is comprised of boards and battens. However, unlike
ceonventional board and batten exteriors, this is applied horizontally
around the room, covering the underside of the roof and the ceiling as well.
The random-width boards vary from 14 to 20 inches, with unornamented,
uniform-width battens covering the horizontal joints. Thin, mullion-like
strips cover the vertical joints between the boards. No attempt was made to
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Historical Significance (Continued)

"Benevolent Empire," the religious crusade for moral reform that spread

across the young republic in the early decades of the 19%th century. This
movement served to promote social stabilization, nationalism, temperance,
abolition, and the buddings of the women's rights movement. It also
encouraged an active missionary movement for Presbyterianism that was
represented in Reverend Taylor's work in Halifax County. Also in 1830
Samuel Davies established a Presbyterian academy in the county which, if
not promoting the growth of the religion, at least testified to its
popularity in the areas

At a somewhat more pragmatic level the formation of a Presbyterian
church in Halifax undoubtedly arose from the difficulty of crossing the
Staunton River to Cub Creek {this had been specifically cited as a reason

for the establishment of one of its other off-shoots). Also, the distance
to Charlotte County for the growing number of Presbyterians in the south
end of the county was undoubtedly a major contributing factor. And, lastly,

a degree of county pride in having an independent and autonomous church
would have encouraged the formation of the congregation.

On June 19 and 20 of 1830 a group of Presbyterians from the Cub Creek
Church met at Halifax County Courthouse to discuss the organization of a
congregation. The group included the Reverend Read and the Reverend Hiram P.
Goodrich, a professor at Union Theological Sminary, along with Andrew Hart
and James Knox, licentiates. These men, along with twnety-six local
communicants organzed the Halifax Church as the first recognized Presbyter-
ian congregationin the county. The original membership included the
Carringtons, a family that by 1830 had distinguished itself in Virginia
for over 100 years, the Cooks, Hotchkiss', Linns, and Ottersens. A majority
of the membership, sixteen of the twenty-six, were blacks from the surround-
ing plantations. Thev would tend to comprise the majority of the member-
ship throught the remainder of the 19th century.

The congregation met again in September 1830 and again in march of 1831
at the Halifax Courthouse to admit new members, hold communion, and baptise.
It is assumed that no permanent minister had been assigned to the fledgling
congregation during these first months since the church receords fail to
mention any one person as having officiated at the meetings.

On June 11, 1831 the membership met again. This time the name of
Reverend Thomas A, Ogden appeared as moderator and clerk of the sessional
meeting. Presumably, he was sent by teh Presbytery to supply this church
with its needed minister. Also significant at this time was the location
of the meeting in the village of Providence rather than at the Halifax
Courthouse. ,

The relocation of the congregation to Ppovidence would hhve been a
natural and logical decision at that time. The village sat at the inter-
section of the roads leading to the two principal ferry crossings over the

(See Continuation Sheet 4)
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Histerical Significance (Continued)

Staunton River between Halifax and Charocltte counties. These were major
transportation links from the northeast to the southwest portions of
Virginia. The wvillage was at that time developing as a commercial hub
for the northeastern part ofthe county. By 1830 it possessed several
stores, a post office and distilleries.

Membership in the church, initially called Halifax Church, grew rapidly
during the early years, so that by 1835 the congregation numbered seventy
communicants plus children in regular attendance. However, from 1836 to
1841 the congregation was without a regular pastor, so that services could
only be held on a sporatic basis. This was not a totally unusual situation
for any denomination in a rural area during the 19th century. It did,
however, serve to erode the momentum of growth that had been established.

While documentary evidence has not surfaced to indicate where the
members first assembled in Providence, it is ikely that the original
church building had been erected during the intervening months since June
of 1830, and was then ready to receive the growing congregation. This
assumption is supported by teh fact that the Cub Creek Church gave each
cf its daughter churches "generous" contirbutions to be used to construct
buildings for their congregations. Also, during these early years when
the membership was growing rapidly there would havezbeen the optimism to
immediately launch into a building program. {({However, by the early 1840s,
after the establishment of a second Presbyterian church in the county,
the membership began to decline.) Therefore, an early to mid-1830s
construction date is both reasonable and supportable in light of the demo-
graphics and finances of the congregation,

This initial structure is a humble, vernacular building, its size
a reflection of the size of the congregation. The one-story frame
structure is a single room with gable-end entrance on the east side,
three windows on the north side and two on the south, and an unbroken
west or alter wall, The clapboard covered building is devoid of ornament,
and bespeaks a rural congregation intent upon worship rather than display.

The interior of the church is as simple and the exterior, with
modest asymmetrically molded surrounds framing the windows and double two-
panel doors. The floor is covered with random-width pine planks, while the
ceiling is open almost to the ridge-pole. What is most unique about the
interior is the wall cladding, comprised of variable-width planks applied
horizontally around the room. This same treatment extends on to the ceil-
ing as well. Battens cover the horizontal joints between the planks.
While vertical board and batten siding was gaining popularity at the time
the church was constructed, no specific precedent exists for such an
application of horizontal boards on an interior.

(See Continuation Sheet 5)
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