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1. Name

historic N/A (DHL File No. 130-6)

and/or common South Boston Historic District

2. Location

_ " Industrial area along Railroad Avenue, Ferry and Factory streets; Commercial
street & number area along Main Street and Wilborn Avenue; Residential -N/Anot for publication

gr%% ma:m% along North Main Street, Washington Avenue, Peach Avenue, and
city, town oy 1 h Bgstggss reet MVICIDIW of

state Virginia - code Ol county (city) code 780

3. Classification | SR
Category  Ownership “Status P Present Use .
_X_ district- — public : X occupied . agriculture — . museum :
— buillding(s) . private ;- —  unocccupied X _ commercial - park
— _structure _X both , — work in progress —— educational X__ private residence
— Site Public Acquisition Accessible —__ entertainment X religious
— Object —in process — . yes: restricted X __ government — scientific

— being considered . yes: unrestricted X industrial X __ transportation

N/A —__no —__ military ___ other:

4. Owner of Property

name Mult:.ple Owvmers

street & number N/A

-

city, town South Boston : N/Avicinity of . ' state Virginia

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. South Boston Municipal Building

street & number South Main and Ferry streets

c]tyl town SOUth BOStOIl : . - state Virginia

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Division of Historie Landmarks :
ttle  Survey (File No. 130-6) " has this property been determined eligible? ___yes X no

Iz
el

date July 1985 ——_federal X state ___ county ___local

depositary for survey records Division of Historic Landma:;ks. 221 Governor Street

1 elty, town Richmond \ N T state vYirginia 23219

Bt e
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7. Description

Condition Check gne Check one

_X__ excellent —__deteriorated ___ unaltered X_ original site

X good —__ruins X altered —_moved  date N/A
X__ fair — unexposed

Describe the present and original {if known) physical appearance
S

ummary Description

The South Boston Historic District encompasses mich of the present city of South
Boston and features a varlety of industrial, commercial, and residential building types
dating from the mid-19th century to the present. The southwestern area of the city near
the Dan River and Norfolk and Southern Railway contains a large number of brick tobacco
warehouses, a railroad depot, a late 19th~century cotton mill and associated conpany
houses and varicus industrial and commercial buildings dating from the late 19th and
early 20th centuries. The downtown commercial area of the district centers upon the
100-400 blocks of South Main Street, the 500 block of North Main Street, and the 500-~700
blocks of Wilborn Avenue. These streets are primarily lined with late 19th-and early
20th-century brick commercial buildings. .- The resldential area of the district is situated
north and east of the commerclal area and includes the 600-1800 blocks of North Main
Street, the 1000-1200 blocks of Peach Avenue, and parts of Fenton, Jeffress, Ellyson,
Traver, Shepherd, Irish, Grove, Hodges, Wilkerson, Barbour, Moore, Logan, Second, Third,
and Sixth streets. Houses in this area range from a modest mid 19th-century house and
late 19th-century brick and frame vernacular house types indigenous to the area to large
Queen Amnme-style mansions featuring elaborate deccoratilve sawnwork, Other architectural
styles represented by the district's late 19th-and early 20th-century residential
architecture include the Italianate, Colonlal Revival, Bungalow, American Foursquare,
Tudor Revival, and Spanish Colonial Revival styles. Despite the variety and range of its
bullding types, the district presents a cohesive and Interrelated collection of South
Boston's most architecturally significant buildings. The district contains 432
contributing bulldings, 3 contributing structures, and 72 noncontributing buildings.

- ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS

Before the incorporation of the town of South Boston in 1884, the community consisted
largely of a few tobacco warehouses and commercial estasblishments near the railroad plus
some scattered residences to the north. Few bulldings have survived from the town's
earliest period of development; however, one of the oldest structures-1s a late 19th-
century brick tobacco warehouse owned by the locally prominent Bruce family of nearby
Berry Hill. Located along the Norfolk and Southern Railway tracks at the foot of Ferry
Street, the structure was originally used to store tobacco awalting rail shipment to
eastern markets. The simple rectangular brick structure 1s capped by a tall hipped roof
and is presently in a rapidly advancing state of decline. Other late 19th-centiry and
turn-of-the-century bulldings assoclated with the thriving local tobacco industry are also
situated near the railroad in the southwestern area of the clty. Former tobacco ware-:
houses abound on Factory and Ferry streets, Seymour Drive, and Rallroad Avenue. According
to a Sanborn Insurance Company map of the town in 1889, nearly all of the tobacco ware-
houses, marufacturies and prizeries that exlsted at that time 1n the area were replaced in
the 1890s and early 1900s by larger tobacco warehouses of greater distinction. Three of
the earliest surviving buildings include the tobacco prizeries of the American Tobacco
Company and the R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Company located on Seymour Drive near the rallroad,
and the Imperial Tobacco Company on Mineral Street. The American Tobacco Company prilzery
(now owned by R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Company) 1s a long, two-story brick structure capped
by a gable roof with gable parapet ends, Bullt in the 1890s, 1t possesses tall
segmental-arched windows and doors with wlde rectangular transoms.
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7.  DESCRIPTION - Architectural Analysis

Adjacent to this bullding is the three-story brick tobacco prizery of the R.J. Reynolds
Tobacco Company. Now used for storage, 1t 1s a large rectangular structure with a shallow
gable roof plerced by a tall brick smokestack and a handsome rulti-level rectangular brick
water tower featuring narrow round-arched windows and decorative brick corbeling.
Although built for utilitarian purposes, these buildings incorporated some amount of
decorative brickwork in their designs. None, however, outmatch the elaborate corbeled
brickwork of the Imperial Tobacco Company (now Sale Knitting Company). This large,
basically rectangular, two-story bullding exhibits corbeled brick parapets, cornices, and
recessed panels that greatly enhance the stateliness of the building.

Tobacco prizerles dating from the early 1500s are also located in the city's indus-
trial area: The former Liggett-Meyer Tobacco Company bullding on Factory Street is a
handsome single-story brick structure with stepped parapet walls inset with brick panels
and the three-story brick and stucco J.P. Taylor Tobacco Company prizery dominates the
area arcund Ferry 3treet. Both bulldings have brick pilasters and tall multi-paned
casement windows that are dlstinctive features not found in other Industrial bulldings of
the area.

While South Boston's late 19th-century economy depended upon the tobacco 1ndustry,
the textile industry also figured prominently in the early development of the town. In
1897 the Century Cotton Mill, later known as Hallfax Cotton Mill, was established along
Railroad Avenue scuthwest of town. The original two-story brick factory still survives.
A larger rectangular structure punctuated by rows of tall segmental-arched windows on both
floors, its most characteristic feature 1s a tall square brick entrance tower centrally
positioned along the building's principal facade, The tower has tall paired round-arched
windows and a horizeontal row of eircular openings on each elevation. Brick corbeling and
heavy crenallation glves the tower a medieval appearance. Sympathetlic rear and side
additions date from around 1927.

Situated on a hill high above the Halifax Cotton Mill is a collecticn of forty-elght
dwellings that were originally bullt around 1900 as employee housing by the cotton mill.
Corprising a company town set apart from the city below, this area consists of modest
single-story frame houses of three types. Most of the houses are weatherboarded struc-
tures with shallow gable roofs and paired or single central brick chimeys and a simple
three-bay front porch. Other houses, perhaps residences of higher ranking employees, are
larger hip-roofed structures with asymmetrically positioned recessed front porches. At
least two houses are 13-story New England saltbox-type dwellings with central brick
chimmeys and full-length five-bay front porches. Situated on general lots, these houses
were probably inhabited by foremen or managers of the cotton mill and their famllies,
Although now individually owned by residents, the houses have retalned a basic uniformity
wilth few modern alteratlons.

(See Continuation Sheet #2 )
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7.  DESCRIPTION —— Architectural Analysis (continued)

South Boston's commerclal district 1s characterized by compact, mostly two-story
brick buildings usually possessing modermnized storefronts but preserved upper-story
facades highlighted with corbeled brick cornices, round-arched windows, and other decora—
tive features. Most of the commercial buildings en South Main Street date from the 1880s
and 1860s. Among the most prominent buildings of this pericd, and prchably the oldest
surviving example, 1s the E.L. Fvans Building at 225-227 South Main Street. Built in
1888, as its central front plaque proudly declares, it is basically a Victorian Italianate
brick structure defined by highly articulated brick parapets, panels, corbeled cornices,
and heavy semi-clrcular Romanesque-llke window heads. Fortunately, the original
first-story storefront has been retained.

The Planters and Merchants Bank at 209 South Main Street 1s the most impressive late
19th-century commercial building in South Boston. It consists of a recessed, two-story
central block flanked by one-story wings with semi-hexagonal facades. The central block
1s highlighted by a cast-iron false front featuring decorative panels, molded cornices,
and a central pediment Inscribed with the name of the building (P.&M. Bank} and its date
of construction (1891). The first and second floors have large windows with brick arches
and contrasting stone keystones and imposts, while the entire facade is enlivened with
decorative brick, cast Iron, and carved stone detalls.

Other Victeorian Italianate commercial bulldings include the Parkinson Block at 231
South Main Street, built in 1899 and sporting a bracketed cast-iron cornice and heavy
window lintels; 235 South Main Street with its ornate brick facade; 213 Scuth Main Street
with its heavy cast-iron arched window hoods; and 425-U427 South Main Street, a block of
two stores, one wlth its original storefront, containing large upper-story fenestration
with heavy lintels and an elaborate bracketed cast-iron cornice extending across the top
of the building. A cast-lron segmental pediment with conscles 1is centrally positioned
about the cornice of this building.

The entire west slde of the 200 block of Scuth Main Street consists of nine brick
commercial structures with similar characteristics. Probably bullt in the late 1890s by
the same uninown builder, the storefronts are divided by contrasting stone and brick
pilasters and the buildings contain segmental-arched upper-story windows and corbeled
brick cornices and parapets. A similar block of buildings is also seen in the 100C block
of Arch Street and at 519 and 521 North Main Street.

Necclassical and Colonial Revival commercial bulldings are also noted in the downtown
area, Frequent fires and demolitlon of outdated structures allowed for the construction
of some stylish early 20th-century bulldings in South Beston including the brick buildings
situated at three of the four corners of the intersection of North and South Mailn streets,
Ferry Street, and Wilborn Averue: The Municipal Bullding on the southwest cormer of this
principal intersectlon 1s a dignified two-story brick bullding with a rounded corner
entrance framed by engaged Dorle colums and surmounted by a full pediment. Several bays
flanking the classlcal entrance are divided by Dorlc pllasters and feature windows with
semi-circular transoms above, The second story 1s defined by filfteen-over-one double-sash
windows with jack arches and keystones and a heavy modillion cornice, Built ca. 1910, the

(See Continuation Sheet #3 )
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7. DESCRIPTION —- Architectural Analysis (continued)

most wusual feature of the building is a tall circular arcaded brick belfry situated atop
the building corner; the Colonial Revival three-story brick building on the southeast
corner also features classical elements such as Doric pllasters, round-arched windows, and
heavy modillion cornices; unfortunately, the bullding has recently undergone unsympathetic
alterations. The finest example cf Neoclassical commercial architecture in South Boston
1s the former United Virginia Bank at the northwest corner of Ferry Street and Wilborn
Averme. Built in 1518, it is an impressive temple-form stone building with engaged fluted
Tonic colums flanking an enfrance enriched by a classical frontispiece. Ionic pilasters
divide the south side elevation into bays that originally contained large windows but
which are now blocked. A stone water table, full entablature with a heavy modillion and
dentil cornice, and a full triangular pediment with parapet above further identifies the
Neoclassical spirit of this edifice.

Cther Necclassical or Colonial Revival bulldings on South Main Street are the John
Randoiph Hotel, a four-story brick building bullt in 1928, and the Raylass Buillding at 310
South Main Street which is distinguished by a classlcally inspired cast-iron front.

A late 19th- and early 20th-~century residentlal neighborhocd lies immedlately to the
rorth and east of the downtown commercial area., North Main Street above Broad Street
serves as a mgjor spine from which minor perpendicular streets extend east and west. Few
residences survive from the town's earllest begimmings in the mld-19th century; however,
the small one-story brick dwelling located at 1319 Hodges Street 1is a simple vernacular
structure that was probably buillt ca. 1840-1850. Traditionally believed to be the oldest
house in the district, the bullding has Greek Revival details, but an unusual shotgun-type
plan.

According to an 1884 map of South Bosten, by that date several dwellings stocd on
North Main Street as far north as Fourth Street and several existed on Broad, Ferry,
Jeffress, Third, and Washington streets as well. While an impressive group of late 19th-
and early 20th-century residences 1s found in the 1000-12000 blocks of Washington Street,
the three oldest houses on the street are the most ocutstanding. They are the Edgar H.
Vaughan House, the E.L. Evans House, and the Noblin House located at 1014, 1204, and 1002
Washington Avenue, respectively. The Vaughan House 1s a fine example of a Victorian
Ttalianate residence. Bullt in 1888, it 1s a frame structure exhibiting a bracketed
cornice with fanciful sawnwork, arched window moldings and hocds, and a shallow hipped
roof., Further down the street is the E.L. Evans House, a late 18805 Queen Arne-style
house that i1s unusual for its elaborately detalled porches, wlde central passage plan, and
combination of different building materials including weatherboards, wood shingles, and
pressed brick. One of the most flamboyant Queen Anne~style houses in South Boston is the
Noblin House erected in 1895 by local bullder/carpenter, Jerry Walker. The well-preserved
frame dwelling features a round corner tower topped by a belleast rcof, a wraparound porch
with decorative sawrwork, a bracketed cornice, and wooden shingles of varicus shapes and
patterns. A central front gable is curiously decorated with a serles of wooden bull's—eye
blocks.

o I (See Continuation Sheet #4 )
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7. DESCRIPTION —- Architectural Analysis (continued)

North Main Street has always been a fashicnable residential street in South Boston.
Many of the town's most prominent citlizens built their homes on this street beginning in
the 1880s. The earliest houses tend to be Italianate or Gothic—influenced frame or brick
two-story structures showlng central front gables decorated with sawnwork, bracketed
cornices, and long porches with turned posts and brackets. Three of the district's best
exanples of this type are noted at 616, 905, and 909 North Main Street and at 1330
Jeffress Street. By the late 1890s, large Queen Arnne-style residences were being built
along North Main especially in the 1300-1500 blocks. The R.W. Lawscn House at 818, the
R.3. Barbour House at 1304, the Robert H. Edmondson House at 1319, the Samuel F. Gilliland
House at 1413, and the J.W. Elliott House at 1508 all share common characteristics of the
style such as irregular building masses, multiple géies, corner turrets, bay windows, and
wraparound porches. Some also show a Coleonial Revival influence in such detalls as
cornices, fenestration, and porch columns.

Besides 1ts inpressive array of houses representing fashionable styles of the period,
the South Boston Historic District also contalns vernacular houses of various types and
patterns indigenous to the Southside Pledmont. The most commen vernacular house type in
the district is a single-story brick, or more likely, frame and weatherboarded structure
invariably possessing a central front ggble of varying proportions and a three-bay facade
with corresponding porch extending across the front. Houses of this type are mest numer-
cus on Fenton, Second, Shepherd, and Traver streets and were bullt from the late 19th
century into the early 1900s. Some feature decorative sawnwork in gables and on porches,
but others are extremely simple with no decorative elements. The best examples include
those houses at 1303, and 1400 Fenton Street, 1401 Hodges Street, 1315 Irish Street, 1318
and 1320 Shepherd Street, 1313 Wilkerson Street, 1224 Peach Avenue, 905 Traver Avenue, 820
Grove Averme, 1119 Third Street, and 1102, 1104, and 1114 Second Street.

Variations on this house type are the one-story structures with paired symmetrically
positioned front gables located at 1336 Shepherd and 1206 Sixth streets and the triple
front gabled house, complete with elsborate bracketed cormices and decorative woodwork
adorning bay windows, at 1223 Fenton Street. Two-story houses with central front gables
are well represented in the district.

A curious vernacular house type consisting of a 13-story frame section with an

adjoining one-story wing and centrally positioned front gable is seen at 1336 Fenton
Street and at 817 and 835 Traver Avernue,

Surprisingly, there are few Colonlal Revival-style houses in the district, although
several early 20th-century vernacular dwellings have classlcally inspired elements. The
earliest Colonial Revival-style houses date from the 1910s and tend to be gable-or
garbrel-roofed structures with columned porches, dormers, and entrances with transoms and
sldelights such as are seen at 1228 Fenton Street, 900 Grove Averme, 1010 Logan Averme,
and 1328 Shepherd Street. The more sophisticated Colonial Revival houses date from the
1920s and are two-story rectangular brick structures with symmetrlcally balanced facades,
small porticos, a row of gabled dormers across the front, and fenestratlon topped by jack

(See Contiruation Sheet #5 )
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7. DESCRIPTION — Architectural Analysis (continued)

arches or fanlights. The houses at 1002, 1100, and 1112 North Main Street and 1115
Washington Avenue fit this description.

Examples of the Bungalow, American Foursquare, Tudor Revival, and Spanish Colonial
Revival styles are not well represented in the district; however, excellent examples of
each style do exist. The houses at 1316 Hodges Street, 540 Logan Street, 903 Grove
Averue, 1612 North Main Street, 912 Randolph Avenue, 1219 and 1312 Peach Avenue and 1118
Second Street are all representative examples of the Bungalow style with thelr sweeping
gable roofs, shed or gabled dormers, and wide porches supported by tapered square colums
on brick piers. There are few American Foursquare houses in the district - 1302 and 1323
Peach Averue, 1326 Barbour Street, and 529 Logan Street are the only true examples of the
style - and only a small number of Tudor Revival or English Cottage-style houses, located
at 1405 N. Main Street and 1100, 1103, 1105, 1109, and 1121 Washington Avenue. In addi-
tion, one example of the Spanish Colonial Revival style is the Tucker C. Watkins House at
1146 N. Main Street,

Institutional structures within the district include three historle churches and an
early 20th-century hospital. First Presbyterian Church on North Main Street 1s a Gothic
Revival-style brick structure with a steep cross gable slate roof, corner square bell
tower, and pointed-arched stained-glass windows. The oldest church building surviving in
South Boston today, 1t was built in 1887 and remains the most distingulshed historical
church in the city. Two black churches in the district are First Baptist Church cn Ferry
Street and Mt. Olive Baptist Church on North Main Street. Both churches were originally
frame structures built ca. 1900 but were brick veneered in the 1960s, Each has square
pyramidal-roofed bell towers and stained-glass windows. The Halcyon Hospital on Jeffress
Street is a two-story frame bullding featuring a two-stery front porch with an enclosed
second level serving as a sleeping porch or solarium. A wlde front gable decorated with
sawnworkuand turned posts adds charm to this 1909 building which served as a hospital
until 1943.

Desplte 1ts large area and the diversity of its building types, the South Boston
Historic District contains a remarkably cohesive and architecturally significant
collection of industrial, commerclal, and residential structures dating from the mid-19th
century to the present. Few modern intrusions mar the architectural and historical
integrity of the district.

DAE

. (See Continuation Sheet #6 )
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7. DESCRIPTION —- Inventory

ARCH STREET

900 BLOCK

L%
o

i’éﬂf‘ﬂ"

1000

¥910: Service Cabs. Commercial. Modern. ca. 1940s. Concrete block;
story; 2 front bays; flat roof (not visible). Noncontributing.

G15: Piedmont Barber Shop. Commercial. Vernacular. ca, 1900. Brick

(stretcher bond}; 1 story; 2 front asymmetrical bays; flat roof (parapet);
decorative brickwork.

BLOCK

-2

-5

4

=

1015: Barbara's Tax Service. Commerclal. Vernacular. ca. 1900. Brick
(stretcher bond); 1 story: 3 symmetrical bays; flat parapet roof (not
visible); decorative brickwork, altered storefront.

1021: Newbill's Body Shop. Commercial, Vernacular, ca. 1900. Brick
(stretcher bond); 1 story; 5 front asymmetrical bays; flat parapet roof (not
visible); deccrative brickwork, altered storefront.

1023: Jan's Hair Styling. Commercial. Vernacular. ca. 1900. Brick
(stretcher bond); 1 story; 3 front symmetrical bays; flat parapet roof (not
visible); decorative brickwork, altered storefront.

1025 Eddie's Shoe Shop. Commercial. Vernacular. ca. 1900. Brick
(stretcher bond); 1 story; 2 front asymmetrical bays; flat parapet roof {not
visible); decorative brickwork, origlnal storefront retailned.

BANCROFT STREET

100 BLOCK
105: Detached house, Vernacular. ca. 1900. Wood frame (weatherboard); 1
.y story; 3 front symmetrical bays; gable roof (standing seam metal); l-story,

-1

1-level, 3-bay porch with square wood posts.

106: Detached house, Vernacular. ca, 1900. Wood frame (weatherboard); 1
storys 3 front symmetrical bays; gable roof (standing seam metal); l-story,
1-level, 3-bay porch wlth square wood posts,

.. . . ... (See Continuation Sheet #7 )
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7.  DESCRIPTION —- Inventory
JEFFRESS STREET

1300 BLOCK (continued)

‘a/wq 1349: Detached house. Vernacular. 1910s. Wood frame (aluminum siding);
ybﬁ»’ 1 story; 3 front symmetrical bays; gable roof (standing seam metal); l-story,

1-level, 3-bay porch with tapered square wood colums, simple balustrade; wide
central front gable.

1350: Detached house. Vernacular. 1910s. Wood frame (weatherboard); 2

,J\O storles; 2 front asymmetrical bays; hipped rocf (shingle composition); l-story,
1-level, 1-bay porch with slender square wood posts, gable roof, original porch
removed; original windows replaced, alterations.

1351: Detached house. American Foursquare. 1920=. Weod frame
i (weatherboard); 2% stories; 3 front asymmetrical bays; hipped roof (slate); 1
- front hipped dormer; l-story, l-level, 3-bay porch wich square woed colums,
simple balustrade.

1352: Detached house. Vernacular. ca. 1900. Wood frame (aluminum siding);
IJ[ZfE storles; 2 front asymmetrical bays; gable roof (standing seam metal); porch
enclosed; bracketed cornice, replaced original windows, original porch removed.

1358: Detached house. Queen Amne. ca. 1900. Wood frame (weatherboard); 2
,|r5 storles; 2 front asymmetrical bays; gable roof (standing seam metal); l-story,
1-level, 8-bay wraparound porch with slender Ionic colums.
LOGAN STREET
500 BLOCK

508: Detached house. Queen Amne. ca. 1900. Wood frame (weatherboard; 2
F% stories; 2 front asymmetrical bays; hipped roof (standing seam metal); l-story,
-1 1-level, 8-bay wraparcund porch with Tuscan columns, bracketed modillion cormice
with dentlls.

~ 509: Detached house. Vermacular, 1930s. Wood frame (weatherboard); 1
~W> story; 3 front bays; gable foor (shingle compostion).

516: Detached house. Queen Anne, 1890s. Wood frame (weatherboard); 2
I\Qgstories; 3 front bayss; gable roof (standing seam metal); l-story, l-level, T-bay
- porch with turned posts, spindle frieze; bay window with gable and sawnwork,
bracketed eaves.

(See Continuation Sheet #24)

































































































































































































