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-7. Description 

Condition 
X 

Check one Check one 
X -excellent deteriorated -unaltered - orioinai site - 

good - rulns X altered -moved date 
- fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Halifax County Courthouse i s  loca ted  i n  the  cen te r  of t h e  town of Hal i fax  a t  the  
i n t e r s e c t i o n  of U.S. Routes 360 and 501. The o r i g i n a l  cour t  bui ld ing  was erec ted  i n  
1838-39 by Dabney Cosby, Sr . ,  according t o  a p lan  determined by t h e  county commissioners. 
The r e s u l t  was a T-shape-plan bui ld ing  with a facade executed i n  Flemish-bond br ick .  Like 
a l l  of Cosby's Virg in ia  bu i ld ings ,  t he  brickwork is very f i n e l y  executed wi th  c a r e f u l l y  
tooled narrow j o i n t s .  I n  1904 the  e l l  (west) was extended and t h e  courtroom moved t o  t h e  
newly c rea ted  second s t o r y ,  replac ing  a second-floor g a l l e r y .  A t  t h i s  time t h e  present  
c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e  and record v a u l t  were constructed on the  first f l o o r .  I n  1964 t h e  e l l  was 
again extended and t h e  r e a r  wing was erec ted  t o  house expanded county o f f i c e s .  

The facade ( e a s t )  is dominated by a two-story, t e t r a s t y l e  p o r t i c o  i n  the  Greek Ionic  
order .  The p o r t i c o  has unf lu ted  columns support ing a pediment. The por t i co  s h e l t e r s  the  
main ent rance  which has replaced double doors and a four- l ight  transom by a paneled archi -  
t r ave  and topped by a l i n t e l  wi th  square corner  blocks. Pedimented d i sp lay  cabinets ,  
added i n  t h e  present  century,  f l a n k  the  main ent ry .  One of the  most d i s t ingu i sh ing  fea- 
t u r e s  of t h e  bui ld ing  is i ts  massive Ionic  e n t a b l a t u r e  wi th  d e n t i l s .  The en tab la tu re  i s  
extsnded t o  t h e  s t r u c t u r e ' s  pedimented end3 and i s  dupl ica ted  on t h e  1904 addi t ion .  Fenes- 
t r a t i o n  c o n s i s t s  of 12/12 hung windows on t h e  f i r s t  s t o r y  and 619 hung-sash windows on 
the  second s to ry .  The windows a r e  topped by f l a t  l i n t e l s  with square corner  blocks. The 
north and south e l eva t ions  a r e  unpierced. The 1904 extension has 212 hung-sash windows on 
t h e  f i r s t  s t o r y  and 12/12 windows on the  second s to ry ;  t h e  second-story windows may have 
been removed from t h e  r e a r  w a l l  when the  bui ld ing  was extended. I n t e r i o r  chimneys break 
t h e  roof l i n e  on t h e  nor th  and south e levat ions .  

The judge's chamber and ju ry  room a r e  a l l  t h a t  su rv ive  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n t e r i o r .  
Both rooms have Greek Revival-style  mantels and symmetrically molded a r c h i t r a v e  t r i m  t h a t  
surrounds t h e  o r i g i n a l  paneled doors and a l s o  t h e  windows. Twin s t a i r s  i n  t h e  h a l l  d a t e  t o  
t h e  1904 renovation;  they have paneled newel pos ts ,  turned b a l u s t e r s ,  andmolded handra i l s .  
The present  courtroom was extens ive ly  remodeled i n  t h e  1960s, and no o r i g i n a l  f a b r i c  of 
1838-39 o r  1904 survives.  

Five 19th-century lawyers' o f f i c e s  surround t h e  courthouse. Among them, nor th  of 
the  cour t  bui ld ing  s t ands  a one-story, stretcher-bond-brick double o f f i c e  t h a t  d a t e s ,  i n  
p a r t ,  t o  t h e  19th  century.  To t h e  south s tands  a s i m i l a r  s t r u c t u r e  a l s o  used f o r  lawyers' 
o f f i c e s .  A number of such o f f i c e s  were b u i l t  i n  the  last qua r t e r  of the  19th  century, 
but were removed by t h e  expansion of t h e  courthouse. I n  f r o n t  of t h e  bui ld ing  ( eas t )  
s tands  a Confederate War Memorial monument erec ted  i n  1911. I n  t h e  1920s a s t rong wind 
blew the  s t a t u e  down, n e c e s s i t a t i n g  t h e  c u r r e n t  replacement. The grounds surrounding the  
courthouse a r e  landscaped wi th  many o ld  trees t h a t  d a t e  t o  the  l a t e  19th  and e a r l y  20th 
cen tu r i e s .  The town of Halifax r e t a i n s  t h e  cha rac te r  of a small  r u r a l  community; the  
s c a l e  of i ts  commercial bui ld ings  remains two and t h r e e  s t o r i e s .  

I 
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8. Significance 

Period Areas of SignificanccbCheck and justify below 
- prehistoric _. archeology-prehistoric - community planning - landscape architecture- religion 
- 1400-1499 - archeology-hlstoric - conservation 2 law - science 
- 1500-1599 -agriculture -economics -literature - sculpture 
- 1600-1699 X architecture -education - military - social/ 
- 1700-1 799 - art - engineering -music humanitarian 
_X 180S1899 - commerce - exploratlon/settiement - philosophy -theater 
- 1900- - communicatlon~ -industry - poiiticslgovernment t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

-invention -other (specify) 

Specific dates 1838-9 BuilderIArchitect D a b n e ~  COsby 9 Sr. 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Ha l i f ax  County Courthouse of 1838-39 belongs t o  t h e  important c o l l e c t i o n  of Class i -  
c a l  Revival cour t  bu i ld ings  e rec t ed  by master b u i l d e r s  inf luenced by Thomas J e f f e r s o n  while  
cons t ruc t ing  t h e  Univers i ty  of Virg in ia .  T t s  des igner  and bu i lde r  was Dabney Cosby, who 
with h i s  son, Dabney Cosby, Jr., provided Southside Virg in ia  wi th  numerous houses, churches, 
and pub l i c  bui ld ings .  Before bu i ld ing  t h e  Ha l i f ax  courthouse, Cosby had been involved wi th  
t h r e e  o the r  courthouses: t h e  Buckingham courthouse of 1823, designed by J e f f e r s o n  h imsel f ,  
and t h e  Goochland and Sussex courthouses,  both designed by Cosby. A t  Hal i fax ,  Cosby aban- 
doned t h e  s t r i c t  temple form i n  favor  of a T p lan  and a Greek Ion ic  order .  The courthouse 
remains t h e  most d i s t ingu i shed  landmark i n  t h e  town of Hal i fax  and occupies  a s i te  t h a t  has  
been used f o r  c o u r t  purposes s i n c e  1776. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The County of Halifax,  named f o r  t h e  second Ear l  of Halifax,  was formed from Lunenburg 
County i n  1752. I n h a b i t a n t s  had complained t h a t  a t tendance  a t  t h e  monthly c o u r t  was 
I, grievous and burdensome (because o f )  t h e  g r e a t  d i s t a n c e  from t h e  courthouse..  . ' I1~herefore 
t h e  General Assembly designated a l l  t h e  land south  of t h e  Staunton River and west of Aaron's 
Creek t o  b e  a new county. This  land c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  p resen t  a r e a  of P i t t s y l v a n i a ,  Henry, 
P a t r i c k  and p a r t  of Frankl in  count ies  a s  w e l l  a s  present-day Halifax.  The f i r s t  Halifax 
Court met a t  Hampton Wade's house on Tuesday, May 19 ,  1752. Successive c o u r t s  met a t  
va r ious  p l aces  u n t i l  f i n a l l y  s e t t l i n g  a t  Punch Spring f o r  t h y  Court,  1753. A b r i c k  court-  
house was b u i l t  by 1755, and t h e  town of Peytonsburg was e s t ab l i shed .  

I n  1766 t h e  General Assembly was aga in  p e t i t i o n e d  f o r  a new county. Hal i fax  had.grown. 
and t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  i n  t h e  western s e c t i o n  complained of t h e  many inconveniences endured i n  
t r ave l ing  t o  Peytonsburg. P i t t s y l v a n i a  County was thus  c rea t ed ,  and t h e  new boundary placed 
t h e  Hal i fax  courthouse i n  t h e  new county. I n  1768 t h e  Hal i fax  c o u r t  moved t o  a barn  on t h e  
property of John Apperson, Jr., loca ted  s e v e r a l  miles nor th  of t h e  present-day Halifax.  
These temporary q u a r t e r s  were t o l e r a t e d  amidst much b icker ing  and d i s sens ion  among t h e  
c i t i z e n s .  The g r e a t e s t  c r i t i c i s m  was t h a t  t h e  s i t e  was no r th  of t h e  river. The i s s u e  
was s e t t l e d  i n  1776 when John Boram o f fe red  h i s  land f o r  t h e  new courthouse, and t h e  General 
Assembly ordered t h e  courthouse t o  b e  e rec t ed  south  of t h e  r i v e r  on Boram's land.  

B u i l t  ca .  1777-79, t h e  f i r s t  courthouse e rec t ed  a t  t h i s  s i t e  proved t o  b e  of i n f e r i o r  
q u a l i t y ,  needing numerous major r e p a i r s .  Therefore, a second courthouse was b u i l S  i n  1803 
by Thomas C. Stone and David Hunt, and a c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e  soon t h e r e a f t e r .  This  courthouse 
complex served t h e  county f o r  t h i r t y  years .  During t h e  1830s t h e  necessary r e p a i r s  became 
extens ive  and c o s t l y ,  and t h e  county gave s e r i o u s  cons ide ra t ion  t o  t h e  replacement of t h e  
c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e ,  jail ,  and courthouse. I n  November 1834 commissioners adve r t i s ed  f o r  b ids  
on t h e  bu i ld ing  of a c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e .  The c o n t r a c t  was le t  t o  Dabney Cosby i n  January 
1835, and t h e  o f f i c e  was completed before  t h e  year  was out .  A b r i c k  j a i l ,  b u i l t  by James 
Murphy, was completed i n  1836. 

(See Continuat ion Sheet /\I) 
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I n  February 1838, " the j u s t i c e s  of t h e  County being summoned f o r  t h a t  purpose and 
the  Court having taken t h e  vo te s  determined t o  bu i ld  a  new courthouse f o r  t h e  county..  
Commissioners were appointed t o  r e p a r e  a  p lan  f o r  a  new courthouse and l e t  t h e  bu i ld ing  
of same according t o  such plan."31n A p r i l  1838 t h e  c o u r t  adopted t h e  p l an  and entered 
i n t o  a  con t rac t  f o r  t h e  bui ld ing;  Dabney Cosby, S r . ,  was h i r e d  t o  e r e c t  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  
a t  a  c o s t  of $6,657. The commissioner's "plan" probably r e s u l t e d  from a c o l l a b o r a t i o n  
both by t h e  commissioners and Cosby, wi th  most of t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  dec i s ions  such 
a s  d e t a i l i n g  and propor t ion  a s  we l l  a s  t h e  cons t ruc t ion  l e f t  t o  Cosby. 

Dabney Cosby, Sr . ,  t h e  bu i lde r  of t h e  Hal i fax  Courthouse,was born i n  Augusta County 
i n  1779, where he worked u n t i l  con t r ac t ing  t o  cons t ruc t  t h e  West Range a t  t h e  Univers i ty  
of Virg in ia  i n  1819. Cosby's experience a t  t h e  Univers i ty  i s  v iv iL ly  described i n  h i s  
obi tuary which was published i n  t h e  Raleigh Semi-weekly Standard of J u l y  12 ,  1862: 

More than s i x t y  yea r s  ago, M r .  Cosby, when a young man, worked on 
t h e  Univers i ty  of V i rg in i a ,  under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  and superintendence 
of M r .  J e f f e r son .  We have o f t e n  heard him speak of h i s  conversa t ions  
with t h a t  i l l u s t r i o u s  man, and t h e  informatiog he received from him 
i n  a r c h i t e c t u r e  and t h e  a r t  of making br ick ."  

It was t h i s  "information", a knowledge and understanding of c l a s s i c a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  
acquired from Je f fe r son ,  t h a t  became manifested i n  Cosby's subsequent work. A s  evi- 
denced by t h e  supe r io r  workmanship of t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  a t  t h e  Univers i ty ,  J e f f e r s o n  s e t  
extremely high s tandards  f o r  h i s  workmen and under h i s  superv is ion  master b u i l d e r s  re -  
ceived d e t a i l e d  i n s t r u c t i o n .  I n  Cosby's case  t h e  l e s sons  were p a r t i c u l a r l y  w e l l  v 
received; h i s  l a t e r  work has  masonry d e t a i l i n g  comparable i n  q u a l i t y  t o  t h e  f i n e s t  
American brickwork of t h e  per iod .  

When Je f f e r son  s e n t  Charles  Yancey, a  Buckingham County Commissioner, t h e  p lans  f o r  
t h e  Buckingham courthouse, he  noted i n  h i s  l e t t e r ,  "I cannot t h e r e f o r e  bu t  recommend t o  
you t o  g e t  t h e  work undertaken by some of t h e  workmen of our  Univers i ty .  B e t t e r  work, 
o r  more f a i t h f u l ,  i n  b r i c k  o r  wood, was never seen a n y ~ h e r e . " ~  Cosby's f i r s t  major com- 
mission a f t e r  h i s  employment a t  t h e  Univers i ty  of Virg in ia  was t h e  Buckingham County 
Courthouse designed by J e f f e r s o n  i n  1821. Cosby's work i n  Buckingham was followed by 
the  SursexCounty Courthouse and t h e  Goochland County Courthouse, t h e  corners tone  of 
the  l a t t e r  c a l l i n g  him "archi tec t" .  Working i n  +Souths ideVirg in ia ,  Cosby b u i l t  two 
f a c u l t y  res idences  a t  the  o r i g i n a l  Union Theological  Seminary (Hampden-Sydney College)-- 
Middlecourt and Penshurst ,  P r ince  Edward County--and t h e  major bu i ld ings  f o r  t h e  o ld  
Randolph-Macon College i n  Mecklenburg County. Around 1835 Cosby moved t o  Ha l i f ax  County 
t o  bui ld  t h e  new courthouse. 

By t h e  t h i r d  decade of t h e  19th  century,  Hal i fax  County entered  a  period of g r e a t  
economic p rospe r i ty .  The red  s o i l  of i ts h i l l y  t e r r a i n  was turned t o  grow tobacco wi th  
such success t h a t  w i t h i n  twenty yea r s ,  Hal i fax  became t h e  second l a r g e s t  producer of 
tobacco i n  t h e  United S t a t e s .  Although Dabney Cosby, Sr . ,  moved t o  North Carol ina ca. 
1842, h i s  son,  Dabney Cosby, Jr . ,  was r e spons ib le  f o r  bu i ld ing  a  number of prominent 
res idences  and pub l i c  bu i ld ings  throughout Hal i fax  during t h i s  per iod  of economic growth. 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND (continued) 

The courthouse was enlarged s u b s t a n t i a l l y  i n  1904 when t h e  p resen t  twin s t a i r ,  c l e r k ' s  
o f f i c e ,  and courtroom were i n s t a l l e d .  I n  1964 t h e  r e a r  wing was added i n  order  t o  accomo- 
d a t e  expanded county o f f i c e s .  The Confederate Memorial was erec ted  i n  1911. With t h e  
establ ishment  of South Boston a s  t h e  county 's  leading  tobacco market,  t h e  town of Hal i fax  
has  managed t o  r e t a i n  a s i z e  and s c a l e  reminiscent  of t h e  q u i n t e s s e n t i a l  19th-century 
courthouse town. 

l ~ i l l i a m  H. Gaines, Jr., "Courthouses IIal i fax and P i t t s y l v a n i a  Counties", The 
Virg in ia  Cavalcade, Vol. XX, No. 4,  p. 5. 

L ~ a l i f a x  County Minute Book 7 ,  p. 245. 
3 ~ e m i - ~ e e k l y  Standard (Raleigh),  J u l y  12, 1862. 
4~homas  J e f f e r s o n  t o  Charles Yancey, Ju ly  23, 1821, J e f f e r s o n  Papers ,  Library  

of Congress, Washington, D.  C.  
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10. Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n  

The Hal i fax  County Courthouse boundary is drawn t o  inc lude  two ac res .  The boundary 
follows t h e  roadways t h a t  surround t h e  courthouse square.  The two a c r e s  inc lude  t h e  main 
courthouse, confedera te  monument, and f i v e  s t r u c t u r e s  serv ing  a s  lawyers o f f i c e s  and 
county o f f i c e s  t h a t  surround t h e  main c o u r t  bu i ld ing .  
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10. Geographical Data I 
Acreage of nominated propert 2 acres 

Quadrangle name 
~ a h f  ax, Va . 

UMT References 

Zone Easting 

Quadrangle scale 1:24000 

Zone Easting Northing 

Verbal boundary description andjustificatlon Beginning at a point on SW corner of intersection of 
U.S. route 360 and 501; thence extending about 250' S along W side of 501 to NW corner of 
intersection of said route with court square drive; thence about 250' W, then about 200' N, 
then about 100' NW, then about 75' N to S side of 360--all following along NE side of said - 
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state code county code 

state code county code 
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12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification I 11 
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The evaluated significance of this properIy within the state Is: 
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