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Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 
SUhMARY DESCRIPTION 

Ha l i f ax ' s  Mountain Road n i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t  i s  comprised of t h i r t y  s t r u c t u r e s  s t r e t c h e d  
along Mountain Road (Route 360) from j u s t  west of t h e  courthouse f o r  a  ha l f  mile  t o  t h e  
west. Its bu i ld ings  c o n s i s t  of two churches, a p a r i s h  h a l l ,  a  masonic h a l l ,  and a  hos t  
of p r i v a t e  res idences  da t ing  t o  t h e  19th and e a r l y  20th cen tu r i e s .  The o l d e s t  i n t a c t  
e d i f i c e s  a r e  t h e  1828 Masonic Lodge and t h e  1831 Methodist Church. With t h e  exception 
of t h e  1844 Episcopal Church and modern p a r i s h  h a l l ,  t h e  remaining bu i ld ings  a r e  p r i v a t e  
residences.  The dwell ings encompass a  v a r i e t y  of s t y l e s  from t h e  l a t e  Federa l  t o  t h e  
e c l e c t i c i s m  of t h e  e a r l y  20th century.  Small outbui ld ings  surv ive  t o  t h e  r e a r  of s eve ra l  
of t h e  res idences .  One of t h e  most d i s t i n c t i v e  and commanding f e a t u r e s  of t h e  d i s t r i c t  
is i t s  landscape. Many of t h e  houses a r e  s e t  i n  spacious yards p lanted  with a l a r g e  
v a r i e t y  of t r e e s  and shrubs.  I n  s e v e r a l  i n s t ances  t h e  landscaping d a t e s  t o  t h e  mid- 
19th century.  There a r e  e i g h t  noncontr ibut ing s t r u c t u r e s  wi th in  t h e  d i s t r i c t ;  a l l  except 
f o r  a  modern p a r i s h  h a l l  a r e  modern, non-obtrusive dwell ings.  

ARCHITEClLIRAL ANALYSIS 

The Mountain Road H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  is s i t u a t e d  along Route 360 t o  t h e  west of t h e  
Halifax County Courthouse. It extends from Academy S t r e e t  on i t s  nor th  s i d e  and 80 Moun- 
t a i n  Road on t h e  south t o  t h e  town's corpora te  l i m i t s  and Mimosa Drive.  The p resen t  
r e s i d e n t i a l  cha rac te r  of t h e  road was slow i n  developing with t h e  l a t e  Federal  Masonic 
Hal l  (123 Mountain Road, 1828) and t h e  p resen t  Methodist Church (133 Mountain Road, 1831), 
a l s o  of l a t e  Federal  design,  c o n s t i t u t i n g  t h e  d i s t r i c t ' s  e a r l i e s t  s t r u c t u r e s .  The Masonic 
Ha l l  is d i s t ingu i shed  by i t s  o r i g i n a l  Georgian doorway. 

A t h i r d  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  bu i ld ing ,  S t .  John ' s  Episcopal Church (197 Mountain Koad) 
was e rec t ed  i n  1844 by Dabney Cosby, Jr . ,  who with h i s  f a t h e r ,  Dabney Cosby, Sr. ,  b u i l t  
the  Hal i fax  County Courthouse i n  1837-38. Like t h e  Masonic Hall  and t h e  Methodist Church, 
S t .  John ' s  i s  b u i l t  c l o s e  t o  t h e  road. Dis t inguish ing  i t  from t h e s e  e a r l i e r  e d i f i c e s ,  
however, is i t s  Greek Revival s t y l i n g ,  which a t  i t s  time of cons t ruc t ion ,  was America's 
most popular  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  mode. A cemetery conta in ing  t h e  grave of t h e  a r c h i t e c t  is 
loca ted  t o  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  church. 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  S t .  John ' s  Church, Cosby cons t ruc ted  t h r e e  houses along Mountain 
Road. They a r e  Magnolia H i l l  (160 Mountain Road), Grand Oaks (230 Mountain Road) and 
S t .  John ' s  Rectory (484 Mountain Road). A l l  b u i l t  i n  t h e  mid-1840s, t h e  res idences  combine 
l a t e  Federa l  and Greek Revival a r c h i t e c t u r e  with f i n e  brickwork, s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  found 
on t h e  Hal i fax  County Courthouse. Cosby's f a t h e r  worked under Thomas J e f f e r s o n ' s  super-
v i s i o n  a t  t h e  Univers i ty  of V i rg in i a  where, according t o  t h e  e l d e r  Cosby's obi tuary ,  
he  learned  t h e  " a r t  of making br icks ."  This  p a r t i c u l a r  s k i l l  i s  exemplif ied by t h e  Mountain 
Road res idences  of h i s  son which compare i n  t h e i r  f i n e  q u a l i t y  craftsmanship t o  t h e  sen io r  
Cosby's Halifax County Courthouse. . 

A l l  t h r e e  of Cosby's houses a r e  s e t  back from t h e  road,  a precedent t h a t  was followed 
f o r  many of t h e  l a t e r  dwell ings e rec t ed  on t h e  s t r e e t .  Judging from t h e  age of t h e  t r e e s  
and t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s  around t h e  bu i ld ings ,  an e a r l y  e f f o r t  was made a t  landscaping t h e  
grounds. The l a r g e  expanse of land  between 160 and 230 Mountain Road is gen t ly  r o l l i n g  
with t r e e s  and a g r a s s  undercovering providing a park-Jike s e t t i n g  f o r  t h e  two res idences .  

(See Continuat ion Sheet #2) 
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Statement of Significance [in one paragraph) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Mountain Road i n  t h e  courthouse of Hal i fax  has  been h ighly  regarded f o r  i ts d is t inguished  
a r c h i t e c t u r e  and b e a u t i f u l  landscape s i n c e  t h e  e a r l y  20th century.  Named f o r  i ts  loca t ion  
near  White Oak Mountain, t h e  road f e a t u r e s  s e v e r a l  notable  19th-century i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
bu i ld ings ,  including an e a r l y  Masonic Ha l l  (1828) and two handsome antebel lum churches: 
S t .  Mark's Church (1831), now Hal i fax  Methodist Church, and S t .  John ' s  Church (1846). 
Also con t r ibu t ing  t o  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  q u a l i t y  of t h e  d i s t r i c t  i s  a f i n e  c o l l e c t i o n  of 
19th- and e a r l y  20th-century res idences  b u i l t  i n  a v a r i e t y  of s t y l e s  ranging from t h e  
l a t e  Federal  t o  t h e  Bungalow. Several  of t h e  e a r l i e r  dwell ings were designed by Dabney 
Cosby, Jr. ,  son of t h e  Je f f e r son ian  workman, Dabney Cosby, Sr.  Cosby worked wit1 h i s  
f a t h e r  on t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of t h e  Hal i fax  County Courthouse of 1838-39 and he  a l s o  b u i l t  
S t .  John ' s  Church. From t h e  mid-1840s genera t ions  of r e s i d e n t s  on Mountain Road have 
labored t o  provide a t t r a c t i v e  and compatible landscape s e t t i n g s  f o r  t h e i r  houses. Many 
of the  o l d e r  p l an t ings  have survived i n  a good s t a t e  of p re se rva t ion ,  thus  g iv ing  Mountain 
Road a marked, 19th-century ambiance. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The county of Hal i fax ,  named f o r  t h e  Second Ear l  of Halifax,  was formed from 
Lunenburg County i n  1752. Af ter  des ignat ing  numerous s i t e s  f o r  t h e  county courthouse, 
t h e  p resen t  l o c a t i o n  was o f f i c i a l l y  e s t ab l i shed  i n  October 1776 by t h e  General Assembly. 
A t  t h a t  time t h e  Assembly ordered t h e  courthouse t o  be e rec t ed  south of t h e  Banis te r  
River on land  donated by John Boram. According t o  Boram, t h e  proper ty  was almost i n  
t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  county and "had t h e  ydvantage of a 'very high & hea l thy  Sc i tua t ion  
[sic] & a Spring of Excel len t  Water."' 

A courthouse was b u i l t  on t h e  Boram site, and around it grew t h e  courthouse town 
of Banis te r ,  named a f t e r  t h e  neighboring r i v e r .  A d e t a i l e d  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  v i l l a g e  
ca. 1830 which was published i n  MartinlsGazettrerrdVirginia (1834) read,  i n  p a r t :  

Besides t h e  usua l  county bu i ld ings ,  t h i s  v i l l a g e  con ta ins  25 
dwelling houses wi th  a number of outhouses, mechanics shops, e t c . ,  
two spacious houses of pub l i c  worship, one Episcopal ian and t h e  
o the r  Methodist,  a l a r g e  and handsome Masonic Ha l l  (which has  
l a t e l y  beeen e r e c t e d  of b r i c k ,  i n  an e l eva ted  and advantageous 
s i t u a t i o n ,  about t h e  middle of t h e  v i l l a g e , )  s e v e r a l  handsome and 
commodious taverns ,  t h r e e  genera l  s t o r e s  and one grocery ...The 
face  of t h e  country on each s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e  i s  very much 
broken, which causes i t  t o  be very long and narrow, and t h e  houses 
t o  be b u i l t  i n  a s c a t t e r i n g  manner, except immediately around 
t h e  cour t  house where a l l  t h e  s t o r e s  and mechanics shops a r e  

0 


(See Continuat ion Sheet t9)  
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Verbal boundary descr ipt ion and just i f icat ion Beginning a t  a po in t  on N s i d e  of Mountain Road 

a t  e a s t  proper ty  l i n e  (Epl) of 80 Mountain Road; thence extending about 100' S along 
s a i d  p l ;  thence about 250' W t o  W s i d e  of Academy S t . ;  thence about 950'  S along sa id  
s i d e  t o  N s i d e  of d r ive ;  thence about 375' E along s a i d  s i d e  and continuing about 575' 
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4 .  OWNERS OF PROPERTIES 

1 .  167 Mountain Road: 	 Walter & Mary Brady, Box 299, Hal i fax ,  VA 24558 

2 .  295 Mountain Road: 	 Cathryn D.  Aldworth, Box 368, Halifax,  VA 24558 

3 .  309 Mountain Road: 	 Edward Taylor & El izabeth  Overton, P.O. Box, Hal i fax ,  VA 24558 

4 .  	 Frances McClennan, 216 Catherine S t r e e t ,  Sco t i a ,  NY 12302 

5 .  329 Mountain Road: 	 J.P. Hankins, P.O. Box, Halifax,  VA 24558 

6 .  	 349 Mountain Road: El izabeth  Lovelace & Virgin ia  Covington, P.O. Box, Halifax,  
VA 24558 

7 .  389 Mountain R ~ a d :  James & Mildred Far r ington ,  Box 1758, Hal i fax ,  VA 24558 

8 .  	 415 Mountain Road: Robert & Nancy Evans, c /o  Farr ington,  Box 1758, Halifax,  
VA 24558 

9 .  471 Mountain Road: 	 Samuel J .  Dunavant, J r . ,  Box 915, Hal i fax ,  VA 24558 

10. 543 Mountain Road: 	 Barbara Cage, Box 413, Hal i fax ,  VA 24558 

11. 575 Mountain Road: 	 Major P.C. Edmunds, 111, P.O. Box, Hal i fax ,  VA 24558 

12. 615 Mountain Road: 	 D r .  & Mrs. W. Allen,  P.O. Box, Hal i fax ,  VA 24558 

13.  655 Mountain Road: 	 M r .  & M r s .  Richard C .  Edmunds, Box 8 7 ,  Halifax,  VA 24558 

14.  80 Mountain Road: 	 Ethelyn N.  Powell, Box 4 ,  Hal i fax ,  VA 24558 

15. 100 Mountain Road: 	 W.K. Thompson, Box 591, Hal i fax ,  VA 24558 

16.  110 Mountain Road: 	 Frank C .  Chaff in,  Jr . ,  Box 53,  Hal i fax ,  VA 24558 

17. 136 Mountain Road: 	 W. W i r t  & Patsy  Shapard, P.O. Box, Hal i fax ,  VA 24558 

18.  160 Mountain Road: 	 M r s .  Paul  C .  Edmunds, Sr . ,  P.O. Box, Hal i fax ,  VA 24558 

19.  230 Mountain Road: 	 M r .  & Mrs. W.E. Rowland, Box 28,  Hal i fax ,  VA 24558 

20.  	 370 Mountain Road: Chastain Home, c / o  Mrs. Helen Moore, P.O. Box 758, 

Hal i fax ,  VA 24558 


21.  442 Mountain Road: 	 M r .  & Mrs. Thomas S t u t t s ,  P.O. Box, Halifax,  VA 24558 

(See ~ o n t i n u a t i ~ n  Sheet i /2 )  ' 
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4. OWNERS OF PROPERTIES (continued) 

22. 	 484 

197 

221 Mountain Road: Rev. A.C. Martin,  P.O. Box, Halifax,  VA 24558 

267 


23. 	 530 Mountain Road: Mrs. Tucker W.  McLaughlin, P.O. Box, Halifax,  VA 24558 

24. 	 580 Mountain Road: M r .  & M r s .  Ned Evans, P.O. Box, Halifax,  VA 24558 

25. 	 610 Mountain Road: The Honorable & Mrs. C.L. McCormick, 111, P.O. Box, 

Halifax,  VA 24558 


26. 	 640 Mountain Road: M r .  & Mrs. Harry L. Mapp, Box 57, Halifax,  IA 24558 

27. 	 123 Mountain Road: Masonic Lodge, c / o  Dabney Hudson, Route 1, Halifax,  VA 24558 

28. 	 133 Mountain Road: Hal i fax  Methodist Church, c / o  M r .  James Clark,  Route 1, 
Box 161C, South Boston, VA 24592 

6.  REPRESENTATION I N  EXISTING SURVEYS 

(2) H i s t o r i c  American Buildings Survey Inventory (HABSI) 

1958 Federal  

L ibrary  of Congress 

Washington, DC 


7. DESCRIPTION--Architectural Analysis  

No major s t r u c t u r e s  were b u i l t  on Mountain Road from t h e  1850s through t h e  1870s. 
The next  bu i ld ing  per iod  occurred during t h e  1880s when t h e  d i s t r i c t  experienced something 
of a boom i n  r e s i d e n t i a l  cons t ruc t ion .  A t  t h i s  time a number of houses were cons t ruc ted  
i n  t h e  Romantic Revival s t y l e s ,  many of which s t i l l  s tand.  Dating from t h e  1880s through 
1900, they a r e :  100, 110, 167, 329, 349, 389 and 415 Mountain Road. 

The wood-frame res idences  numbered 100 and 329 Mountain Road a r e  s t y l i s t i c a l l y  d i s -  
t inguished by f a n c i f u l  sawn t r i m ;  100 r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  vergeboard. The houses a t  
389 and 415 once belonged t o  t h e  Holt Easley e s t a t e  with t h e  former serv ing  a s  h i s  o f f i c e  
and b i l l i a r d s  room. Along with 389, t h e  k i t chen ,  wel l  house, chicken house, necessary 
house, and smokehouse surv ive  and c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  most complete s e t  o t  domestic s t r u c t u r e s  
found on Mountain Road. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  outbui ld ings ,  t h e  Easley House preserves  
i ts  o r i g i n a l  c i r c u l a r  t r ee - l ined  d r ive .  

(See Continuat ion .Sheet #3) , 
q 
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7.  DESCRIPTION--Architectural Analysis  

Two houses on t h e  street a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  good examples of e a r l y  20th-century archi -
t e c t u r a l  ec l ec t i c i sm.  They a r e  136 Mountain Road, b u i l t  i n  1912, and 370 Mountain Road, 
now t h e  Chastain Home, e rec t ed  i n  1910. Combining elements of t h e  Queen Anne and Georgian 
Revival,  both houses a r e  b r i c k  and have hipped roo f s  and two-story por t icoes .  The cas t -  
i r o n  fence  f r o n t i n g  370 Mountain Road is o r i g i n a l  t o  t h e  house 's  d a t e  of cons t ruc t ion .  

Mountain Road has  s e v e r a l  res idences  t h a t  a r e  Colonial  Revival.  Perhaps t h e  most 
i n t e r e s t i n g  is 655 Mountain Road, Bonbrook. It was b u i l t  i n  1929 with m a t e r i a l s  salvaged 
from Springwood, an e a r l y  19th-century Hal i fax  residence.  I n  an at tempt t o  rev ive  
Neoclass ica l  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  s eve ra l  o l d e r  res idences  have been remodeled by t h e  add i t ion  
of l a r g e  po r t i coes .  They a r e  Seven Oaks a t  615 Mountain Road, 442, and 580 Mountain 
Road. The remodelings occurred during t h e  mid-20th century.  

The bungalow s t y l e  was popular i n  America during t h e  e a r l y  decades of t h e  20th century.  
A r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  example of t h i s  house form is found a t  80 Mountain Road. Typical  of 
such a dwelling, it i s  wood-frame and has  a c l a s s i c a l l y  in sp i r ed  f r o n t  porch. 

It i s  unfo r tuna te  t h a t  s e v e r a l  of t h e  l a t e  19th-century res idences  b u i l t  on Mountain 
Road have burned. I n  s e v e r a l  i n s t ances ,  however, t h e  o r i g i n a l  landscaping has  been pre- 
served although modern dwell ings have been cons t ruc ted  on t h e i r  s i t e s .  471 Mountain 
Road i s  a noteworthy example of t h i s  t rend .  While t h e  o r i g i n a l  Queen Anne house burned 
i n  1970 and was rep laced  by t h e  p resen t  s t r u c t u r e ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  landscaping survives.  
It  c o n s i s t s  of a v a r i e t y  of t r e e s  and shrubs with a g r a s s  undercovering. Like t h e  grounds 
between 160 and 230, t h e  lawn i s  expansive and r o l l i n g ,  sugges t ive  more of a park than 
a f r o n t  yard. While not  so ex tens ive ,  530 Mountain Road a l s o  preserves  i t s  o r i g i n a l  
landscape, a s  well  a s  t h e  former k i t chen  and o f f i c e .  

Pre-dating t h e  houses they now shade, t h e  very l a r g e  and o ld  oak t r e e s  between 615 
and 655 Mountain Road deserve mention. Local ly r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  "Indian Trees,"  t h e  
s i x  l a r g e  oaks d a t e  t o  t h e  Indian  occupation of Hal i fax  County and were probably p lanted  
during t h e  17th century.  The f a c t  t h a t  s i x  t r e e s  have survived is an e x c e l l e n t  i nd ica t ion  
of t h e  concern by t h e  r e s i d e n t s  of Mountain Road f o r  t h e  maintenance of t h e  s t r e e t ' s  
landscape. 

It  should be noted t h a t  while  e i g h t  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  l i s t e d  a s  noncontr ibut ing s ince  
they a r e  l e s s  than  f i f t y  yea r s  o ld ,  a l l  have r e t a i n e d  t h e  s c a l e  of e a r l i e r  s t r u c t u r e s .  

RCC 

Inventory: 	 The fol lowing i s  an inventory of t h e  t h i r t y  bu i ld ings  which comprise t h e  
Mountain Road H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t .  Eight  of t hese  s t r u c t u r e s  have been termed 
noncontr ibut ing because they a r e  l e s s  than f i f t y  yea r s  o ld ,  and each is indica ted  
by an a s t e r i s k  (*): 

(See Continuat ion Sheet #4) , 
0 
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7. Inventory (continued) 

MOUNTAIN ROAD: 

0-99 Block: 

41 
80: wood frame (aluminum s i d i n g ) ;  1%s t o r i e s ;  gable  roof (composition); 1 
gable dormer; 3 bays; 1-story, 3-bay porch with square p i e r s  t h a t  support a 

$?D' gable roof .  Detached house. Bungalow. Ca. 1920s. The dwelling a t  80 Mountain 
Road con t r ibu te s  t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t  a s  a t y p i c a l  example of t h e  bungalow, 

.O 0 '  an a r c h i t e c t u r a l  form popular throughout t h e  country during t h e  e a r l y  20th 
(110gOD1) century.  

100 Block: 

100: wood frame (weatherboa-d) ; 2 s t o r i e s ;  hipped roof (composition) ; 2 bays; 
1-story,  3-bay porch with turned p o s t s  and sawn b racke t s .  Detached house. 

$90 * 

,0°*' 
I .l.lo ,\
L'- o O O ) )  

Queen Anne (modified).  Ca. 1880s. 10" Mountain Road is a p ic turesque ,  homey 
dwelling showing t h e  in f luence  of t h e  Queen Anne s t y l e  on small-town dwellings 
and is important t o  t h e  19th-century cha rac te r  of t h e  d i s t r i c t .  

110: wood frame (weatherboard and sh ing le ) ;  2 s t o r i e s ;  gable  roof (composition) 
2 bays; 1-story porch. Detached house. Queen Anne. Ca. 1890s. 110 Mountain 
Road was b u i l t  i n  t h e  1890s i n  t h e  Queen Anne s t y l e .  A wood-frame dwelling, 
it i s  t y p i c a l  of t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  expression of t h a t  s t y l e  i n  r u r a l  America. 

c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t .  

123: b r i c k  (Flemish and 4-course American bond on s i d e s  and r e a r ) ;  2 s t o r i e s ;  
gable  roof ( s tanding  seam meta l ) ;  3 bays. Masonic Lodge. Federal .  1828.4 	 The Masonic Ha l l  is one of t h e  e a r l i e s t  s t r u c t u r e s  b u i l t  on Mountain Road. 
It i s  an e x c e l l e n t  example of t h e  e c l e c t i c i s m  of e a r l y  19th-century bu i ld ings  
i n  r u r a l  a r e a s  a s  demonstrated by i t s  combination of Federa l  and l a t e  Georgian 
elements. The pos i t i on ing  of t h e  bu i ld ing  d i r e c t l y  on t h e  road e s t ab l i shed  
a precedent f o r  t h e  s t r e e t ' s  o t h e r  pub l i c  e d i f i c e s .  (Hiram Lodge). 

133: b r i c k  (4-course American bond); 2 s t o r i e s ;  gable  roof ( s tanding  seam4 	metal);  2 bays. Church. Federal .  1831. The former S t .  Mark's Episcopal 
Church is  a s a l i e n t  example of l a t e  Federa l  a r c h i t e c t u r e  on Mountain Road. 
Like i t s  neighboring Masonic Hal l ,  t h e  church helped s e t  t h e  s tandard of 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  q u a l i t y  t h a t  has  been con t inua l ly  maintained by t h e  s t r e e t ' s  
l a t e r  bui ld ings .  (S t .  Mark's Episcopal Church). 

136: b r i c k  (Flemish bond); 2 s t o r i e s ;  hipped roof (pressed t i n ) ;  3 bays; 
2-story, 1-center-bay pedimented p o r t i c o  with Tuscan columns. Detached house. 
Colonial  Revival-Queen Anne. Ca. 1912. B u i l t  i n  1912, 136 Mountain Road i s  

C-" 
o O ~ )  an e a r l y  example of t h e  Colonial  Revival .  I ts  spacious lawn r e t a i n s  a number 

of t r e e s  p lanted  a s  p a r t  of t h e  dwel l ing ' s  o r i g i n a l  landscape. It  con t r ibu te s  
t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  

P 

(See Continuat ion Sheet /15) 
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7. 	 Inventory (continued) 

MOUNTAIN ROAD (continued):  

100 Block (continued): 

160: b r i c k  (Flemish and 7-course American bond on s i d e s ) ;  2 s t o r i e s ;  gable 
roof (composition) ; 5 bays; 1-story, 3-bay porch (Greek Ion ic  replacement).  
Detached house. Greek Revival.  1840s. Arch i t ec t lbu i lde r :  Dabney Cosby, Jr .  

zf?004% 	 The dwelling a t  160 Mountain Road c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  a s  an exce l l en t  

' example of Greek Revival a r c h i t e c t u r e  of t h e  type popular i n  Southside Virg in ia  
during t h e  1830s through t h e  1850s. It r e t a i n s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  number of t r e e s  

CX'' *@\ and shrubs t h a t  were p lanted  during t h e  mid-19th century poss ib ly  a s  p a r t  o0 of t h e  house ' s  o r i g i n a l  landscape. (Magnolia H i l l ) .  

167: b r i c k  (5-course American bond); 2% s t o r i e s ;  gable  roof (s tanding seam 
meta l ) ;  3  bays; 1-story, 2-bay porch with turned p o s t s  and saw. ba lus t rade .  

51 	 Detached house. Queen Anne. 1881. Arch i t ec t lbu i lde r :  Howard Cosby. 
The Carrington-Brady House i s  one of a few documented works by t h e  bu i lde r  
Howard Cosby, son of t h e  l o c a l  bu i lde r  Dabney Cosby, Jr. and grandson of the  
J e f f e r s o n i a n  workman, Dabney Cosby, Sr.  It  i s  a r a t h e r  r e s t r a i n e d  example 
of t h e  l a t e  19th-century Romantic Revival res idence  and i n  t h i s  way is q u i t e  
s imi l a r  t o  o t h e r  Mountain Road dwell ings of t h e  same per iod .  (Carrington House). 

197 (St .  John ' s  Episcopal Church): b r i c k  (s tucco) ;  2  s t o r i e s ;  gable  roof (standing4 	 seam metal) ; 1 ent rance .  Church. Greek Revival.  1844. Arch i t ec t lbu i lde r :  
Dabney Cosby, Jr. & Sr .  S t .  John's Episcopal Church i s  one of t h e  b e s t  examples 
of t h e  Greek Revival church found i n  Southside Vi rg in i a .  The work of Dabney

oO'o) 	 Cosby, Jr., t h e  bui ld ing  con t r ibu te s  t o  the  f i n e  q u a l i t y  of t h e  Greek Revival 
s t y l e  a s  cons t ruc ted  on Mountain Road by t h i s  l o c a l  a r c h i t e c t .  

200 Block: 

*221: b r i c k  ( s tucco) ;  1 s t o r y ;  gable roof (composition); 6  bays. Pa r i sh  house. , Colonial  Revival.  1962. Arch i t ec t jbu i lde r :  Benton & P h i l l i p s .  The Par i sh  
1,"3O . House is l e s s  than  f i f t y  yea r s  o ld  and the re fo re  does not  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  
" O\q d i s t r i c t .  

i,o

L-	 230 (Grand Oaks): b r i c k  (Flemish bond); 2% s t o r i e s ;  gable roof ( s l a t e ) ;  5  

gable  dormers; 7  bays; 2-story, 3-bay p o r t i c o  with Tuscan columns. Detached 
house. Greek Revival (modified).  Ca. 1845. Arch i t ec t jbu i lde r :  Dabney Cosby, Jr .  
While somewhat a l t e r e d  by t h e  a d d i t i o n  of f l ank ing  wings and p o r t i c o ,  Grand 
Oaks c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  a s  one of t h e  t h r e e  dwell ings b u i l t  by Dabney ) 	 Cosby, Jr .  during t h e  1840s. Like i ts  neighbor, Magnolia H i l l ,  t h e  grounds 
around t h e  house preserve  a number of t r e e s  and shrubs t h a t  da t e  t o  t h e  mid- 
19th century and a r e  be l ieved  t o  have c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  o r i g i n a l  landscape. 

(See Continuation, Sheet //6) A 
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7. Inventory (continued) 

MOUNTAIN ROAD (continued): 

200 Block (continued) : 

267: wood frame (weatherboard) ; 2 s t o r i e s ;  hipped roof (composition) ; 1 dormer; 
$30 ;D.H4 bays; 1-story, 4-bay porch with Tuscan columns and p l a i n  ba lus t rade .  Detached 

house. Colonia l  Revival.  1910. The res idence  a t  267 Mountain Road provides 
?'' t h e  d i s t r i c t  with a v a r i a t i o n  of t h e  Colonial  Revival and the re fo re  con t r ibu te s  

(IJ:~$ t o  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  of t h e  d i s t r i c t .  

*295: b r i c k  ( s t r e t c h e r  bond); 1 s t o r y ;  gambrel roof (composition); 9 bays. 

Detached house. Cape-Modern Colonial  Revival.  Ca. 1970. 295 Mountain Road 
,,p0,\4- is l e s s  than f i f t y  yea r s  o l d  and t h e r e f o r e  does not  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c  
$1 
 d i s t r i c t .  

( , a 0
L 300 Block: 

309: wood frame (weatherboard); 2 s t o r i e s ;  hipped roof ( s l a t e ) ;  1 hipped dormer; 

\/\ 	 3 bays; 1-story,  3-bay porch with Tuscan columns and p l a i n  ba lus t rade .  Detached 
house. Colonia l  Revival.  1914. 309 Mountain Road is an exce l l en t  example 
of t h e  Colonia l  Revival and s t y l i s t i c a l l y  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
cha rac te r  of t h e  h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t .  The t r e e s  surrounding t h e  house would 
appear t o  d a t e  t o  t h e  l a t e  19th century and c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c  landscape. 

329: wood frame (weatherboard); 2 s t o r i e s ;  gable  roof (composition); 3 bays; 
1-story, 2-bay porch with turned p o s t s  and brackets .  Detached house. Eas t lake .  

. 1898-99. The dwelling a t  329 Mountain Road con t r ibu te s  t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c  
d i s t r i c t  a s  a p a r t i c u l a r l y  f i n e  example of t h e  Eas t lake  s t y l e  t h a t  proved 
popular during t h e  l a t e  19th century.  The landscape surrounding t h e  house 

v 0o\b) 
c o n s i s t s  of t r e e s  and shrubs,  many of which d a t e  t o  t h e  s t r u c t u r e ' s  da t e  of 

cons t ruc t ion .  


349: wood frame (weatherboard); 2 s t o r i e s ;  gable roof (composition); 3 bays; 
1-story,  1-center-bay porch. Detached house. Colonial  Revival.  , 1880s. 
The res idence  a t  349 Mountain Road was o r i g i n a l l y  a Romantic Revival s t r u c t u r e$90 ,L\\ 
renovated i n  t h e  20th century i n t o  a Colonial  Revival dwelling. Despi te  i t s  

coo \ ~ )  modif ica t ions ,  t h e  bu i ld ing  by v i r t u e  of s c a l e  and m a t e r i a l s  i s  a con t r ibu t ing  
element of t h e  d i s t r i c t .  

370 (Rest-A-While): b r i c k  ( s t r e t c h e r  bond); 2 s t o r i e s ;  hipped roof ( s l a t e ) ;  

5 bays; 2-story, 3-bay p o r t i c o  and 1-story porch-facade. Detached house. 


$90 "' Colonial  Revival-Queen Anne. 1910. 370 Mountain Road con t r ibu te s  t o  t h e  


(-''I8\	
h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t  a s  an important example of Colonial  Revival a r c h i t e c t u r e  
showing elements of t h e  Queen Anne s t y l e .  Th i s  dwelling and 136 Mountain Road 
a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  e a r l y  f o r  t h e  s t y l e  i n  Southside Vi rg in i a  and a r e  probably by 
t h e  same a r c h i t e c t .  " 

(See Continuat ion Sheet #7) 
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7. Inventory (continued) 

MOUNTAIN ROAD (continued):  

300 Block (continued):  

389 (Holt Eas ley ' s  Off ice) :  wood frame (weatherboard); 1 s t o r y ;  gable  roof 
( s tanding  seam meta l ) ;  3 bays; 1-story, 1-center-bay porch, remodeled. Detached

%b house. Eas t lake  (modified).  1880s. The s t r u c t u r e  a t  389 Mountain Road 
was o r i g i n a l l y  t h e  o f f i c e  and t h e  b i l l i a r d  p a r l o r  of t h e  Holt Easley e s t a t e .  

,eW 	While somewhat a l t e r e d  by t h e  a d d i t i o n  of a n  enclosed porch, a s u f f i c i e n t  po r t ion  
of t h e  o r i g i n a l  s t r u c t u r e  remains so a s  t o  make t h e  present  dwelling a cont r ibut ing  
element t o  t h e  Mountain Road d i s t r i c t .  . . 

400 Block: 

415 ( H o ~ LEasley House): wood frame (weatherboard); 2 s t o r i e s ;  gable  roof 
composition); 4 bays; 1-story, 1-center-bay porch found on e i t h e r  s i d e  of 

p ro jec t ing  bay. Detached house. Eas t lake .  . 1880s. 415 Mountain Road 
is a p ic turesque ,  rambling frame house showing inf luences  from t h e  Queen Anne 
s t y l e  with i ts  landscaped grounds. It i s  an important element f o r  t h e  19th-
century cha rac te r  of the  d i s t r i c t .  

442 (Thomas J e f f e r s o n  Greene Residence): wood frame (weatherboard); 2 s t o r i e s ;  
gable roof ( s tanding  seam metal) ; 3 bays; 2-story, 3-bay p o r t i c o  ( l a t e r  add i t ion ) .  
Detached house. Colonial  Revival (ex tens ive ly  renovated) .  Ca. 1822. The 

t$fj'5O res idence  a t  442 Mountain Road c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t  a s  t h e  

9 res idence  of t h e  prominent Hal i fax  County lawyer, Thomas J e f f e r s o n  Greene. 
While t h e  o r i g i n a l  central-passage "I1'house has  been a l t e r e d ,  t h e  house is 
a good example of t h e  Colonia l  Revival adapted t o  an o l d e r  res idence .  The 
most no tab le  changes a r e  t h e  a d d i t i o n  of t h e  p o r t i c o  and t h e  a l t e r a t i o n  o t  
t h e  f i r s t - s t o r y  openings on t h e  facade.  

"471 (James S. Easley Es ta t e ) :  b r i ck  (s tucco) ;  2 s t o r i e s ;  hipped roof (composition); 

Z@' $4 
3 bays.  Detached house. Modern. 1970. The res idence  a t  471 Mountain 
Road was b u i l t  i n  1970, i s  l e s s  Lhan f i f t y  yea r s  o ld ,  and t h e r e f o r e  does not  
c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  However, t h e  grounds t h a t  surround t h e  house were 

% o r i g i n a l l y  l a i d  o u t  f o r  a l a t e  19th-century Queen Anne dwelling t h a t  burned. 
The spacious landscaped grounds have maintained t h e i r  19th-century cha rac te r  
and a r e  a con t r ibu t ing  element i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  

484 (Rectory-St. John ' s  Church): b r i c k  (Flemish bond); 2 s t o r i e s ;  gable roof 
(s tanding seam meta l ) ;  3 bays; 1-story, 1-center-bay porch which d a t e s  t o  1930s. 

$8 Detached house. Greek Revival.  1844. Arch i t ec t /bu i lde r :  Dabney Cosby, Jr . 
484 Mountain Road con t r ibu te s  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  a s  one of t h e  f i r s t  Greek Revival %qresidences  b u i l t  on t h e  s t r e e t  by Dabney Cosby, Jr. ,  fol lowing h i s  work on 

C-O0 S t .  John ' s  Episcopal Church. The dwelling, l i k e  Cosby's o t h e r  work, has  extremely 
f i n e  brickwork. 

n 

(See Continuat ion Sheet #8) 
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7. Inventory (continued) 

MOUNTAIN ROAD (continued):  

500 Block: 

*530 (Giant Poplars ) :  b r i c k  ( s t r e t c h e r  bond); 2 s t o r i e s ;  hipped roof (composition); 
3 bays; 2-story,  1-center-bay porch with Tuscan columns and p l a i n  ba lus t rade .  
Detached house. Chateau Revival.  1967-69. Arch i t ec t lbu i lde r :  Calver t ,  
Lewis & Smith. 530 Mountain Road was b u i l t  i n  1967 and does not  c o n t r i b u t e  
t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c  cha rac te r  of t h e  d i s t r i c t .  . \ 

) *543: b r i c k  (Flemish bond) ; 2 s t o r i e s ;  gable  roof (composition) ; 2 dormers; \G 3 bays; 2-story, 1-center-bay por t i co .  Detached house. Colonia l  Revival.  
1940s. 543 Mountain Road i s  l e s s  than f i f t y  yea r s  o l d  and t h e r e f o r e  does 

not  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t .  

.,,a 

,o 3 

L *575: b r i c k  (Flemish bond); 2 s t o r i e s ;  hipped roof ( s l a t e ) ;  3 bays.  Detached 
\ house. Georgian Revival .  1968. Arch i t ec t fbu i lde r :  Calver t ,  Lewis & 

Smith. Although a v i r t u a l l y  p l eas ing  composition, 575 Mountain Road is l e s s  
than  f i f t y  yea r s  o l d  and t h e r e f o r e  does not  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  cha rac te r  of 
t h e  h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t .  

L-\ 580: wood frame (weatherboard); 2 s t o r i e s ;  gable roof (composition); 3 bays; 
2-story, .-bay po r t i co .  Detached house. Colonial  Revival ( a l t e r e d ) .  
1840s. The dwelling a t  580 Mountain Road was b u i l t  i n  t h e  1840s and t y p i f i e s  0' 

J 

7@#a Southside Vi rg in i a  ve rnacu l i r  "I" house and a s  such c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  .o0 The p o r t i c o  i s  a l a t e r  a d d i t i o n  but  enough of t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n t e g r i t y  of t h e  
by) main block remains t o  make a con t r ibu t ing  element. 

0O 

600 Block: 

"610: wood frame (weatherboard); 2 s t o r i e s ;  gable  roof (composition); 5 bays. 
,\ 	 Modern Colonia l  Revival.  1970. The dwelling a t  610 Mountain Road was 

b u i l t  i n  1970. Although it is a d i g n i f i e d  example of t h e  modern Colonial  
Revival,  a s  a s t r u c t u r e  less than  f i f t y  yea r s  o ld ,  it i s  n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  
t h e  h i s t o r i c  cha rac te r  of t h e  d i s t r i c t .  

615 (Seven Oaks): wood frame (weatherboard); 2 s t o r i e s ;  hipped roof (composition); 
3 bays; 2-story, 2-bay por t i co .  Detached house. Colonial  Revival.  . 1820s;

A' 1884; 1960s. I n  s p i t e  of i ts  remodelings, Seven Oaks con t r ibu te s  t o  t h e  
, Mountain Road H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  both i n  i t s  s c a l e  and a s  a Colonial  Revival 

%90 ' 
- 0 house. Moreover, t h e  grounds surrounding t h e  house s t i l l  r e t a i n  s i x  oak t r e e s  ., 	 -

planted  i n  t h e  17th century which c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  o v e r a l l  landscape of the  
d i s t r i c t .  

(See Continuat ion Sheet d9) 
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7.  Inventory (continued) 

MOUNTAIN ROAD (continued) : 

600 Block (continued) : 

*640: b r i c k  ( s t r e t c h e r  bond); 2 s t o r i e s ;  gable  roof (composition); 5 bays; 
4 1-story,  1-center-bay por t i co .  Detached house. Colontal Revival ( l a t e ) .  

1964. 640 Mountain Road does not  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t  
i n  t h a t  it is not  f i f t y  yea r s  o ld .  It was b u i l t  i n  1964. 

$90'' 	
655 (Bonbrook): wood (weatherboard-additions) and b r i c k  (pa in ted  whi te ) ;  2 
s t o r i e s ;  hipped roof ( s l a t e ) ;  5 bays; 2-story, 1-center-bay p o r t i c o .  Detached 
house. Colonial  Revival.  1929-47. Bonbrook was b u i l t  i n  1929 a s  a Colonial  
Revival res idence  and a s  a s t r u c t u r e  over f i f t y  yea r s  o l d  i n  a harmonious s c a l e  
and s t y l e  it c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  cha rac te r  of t h e  Mountain Road 
d i s t r i c t .  

8 .  SIGNIFICANCE--Historical Background 

loca ted .  The v i l l a g e  is remarkable f o r  i t s  h e a l t h ,  being wel l  
e leva ted  by a gradual  ascent  of t h r e e  q u a r t e r s  of a mi le  from t h e  
r i v e r .  It  i s  s i t u a t e d  on t h e  main road from Fredericksburg t o2t h e  South. 

While t h e  s t o r e s  and tavern  described by Martin have long s ince  disappeared,  t h e  handsome 
Masonic Hal l  su rv ives  a s  t h e  present  Hiram Mason's Lodge and i s  t h e  o l d e s t  s t r u c t u r e  
i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  It i s  d i s t ingu i shed  by a late-Georgian doorway, o r i g i n a l  t o  t h e  1828 
d a t e  of cons t ruc t ion .  The p o s i t i o n  of t h e  h a l l  d i r e c t l y  on t h e  s t r e e t  without a l a r g e  
and expansive f r o n t  yard s e t  a precedent t h a t  was followed i n  t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of t h e  
d i s t r i c t ' s  o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  bui ld ings .  

B u i l t  i n  ca .  1831, t h e  brickwork of t h e  neighboring S t .  Mark's Church suggests  t h a t  

it was executed by t h e  same mason a s  t h e  Masonic Lodge. Unfortunately,  t h e  b u i l d e r  of 

e i t h e r  s t r u c t u r e  i s  unknown. 


I n  January 1835 t h e  former Univers i ty  of V i rg in i a  workman Dabney Cosby came t o  Hal i fax  
t o  bu i ld  a new c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e .  Together with h i s  son and namesake, Dabney Cosby, Jr., 
Cosby a l s o  b u i l t  t h e  new county courthouse, completed i n  1839. A f t e r  much bu i ld ing  
a c t i v i t y  throughout t h e  county, Cosby l e f t  Ha l i f ax  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1840s. However, h i s  
son, Dabney Cosby, Jr., remained i n  Hal i fax  and b u i l t  a number of s t r u c t u r e s  on Mountain 
Road. 

The f i r s t  of t h e  younger Cosby's bu i ld ings  was S t .  John ' s  Church. While t h e  facade 
is r e l a t i v e l y  p l a i n ,  Cosby's keen sense of s c a l e  and propor t ion  p l aces  S t .  John ' s  a s  
one of t h e  handsomest examples of Greek Revival e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  Southside 

0 

(See Continuat ion Sheet #10) 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE--Historical Background 

Virg in ia .  I n  add i t ion  t o  t h e  church, Cosby was respons ib le  f o r  t h r e e  la te -Federa l  and 
Greek Revival res idences  on Mountain Road. They a r e  Magnolia H i l l  (160 Mountain Road), 
Grand Oaks (230 Mountain Road), and t h e  Rectory of S t .  John's  Church (484 Mountain Road). 
A l l  da t ing  t o  t h e  mid-1840s, t h e  dwell ings a r e  uniformly of b r i c k  and, l i k e  t h e  Hal i fax  
County Courthouse, d i sp lay  Cosby's t i n e  craf tsmanship.  A s  noted i n  Mar t in ' s  Gazet teer  
of e a r l i e r  Hal i fax  res idences ,  Cosby's houses were b u i l t  " i n  a s c a t t e r i n g  manner," a l l  
removed a t  some d i s t ance  from t h e  main road. The open expanse of land provided land 
f o r  t h e  p l an t ing  of t r e e s ,  from which two of Cosby's houses der ived  t h e i r  names: Magnolia 
H i l l  and Grand Oaks. 

Mountain Road had no f u r t h e r  development of any consequence u n t i l  t h e  1880s when 
a number of res idences  were b u i l t .  By t h i s  time t h e  name of t h e  town had been changed 
t o  Houston and had begun t o  a t t r a c t  a growing class '  of p ro fes s iona l s .  The most sub-
s t l n t i a l  of these  l a t e r  res idences  i s  t h e  Holt Easley House, now 415 and 389 Mountain 
Road. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  i ts  l a r g e ,  two-story, wood-frame dwelling, t h e  e s t a t e  has  a range 
of e a r l y  outbui ld ings  inc luding  an o f f i c e - b i l l i a r d s  p a r l o r ,  k i t chen ,  wel l  house, chicken 
house, necessary house, and smokehouse. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  Easley res idence ,  100 and 
329 Mountain Road a r e  a l s o  wood-frame dwell ings from t h e  l a t e  19th century and a r e  dis-
t inguished  by f a n c i f u l  sawn t r i m .  The house a t  167 Mountain Road d a t e s  t o  1881 and was 
b u i l t  by Howard Cosby, son of Dabney Cosby, Jr. Howard maintained a br ickyard i n  t h e  
town and worked a s  a mason throughout t h e  county. 

According t o  t h e  Hal i fax  County Handbook of 1907, Mountain Road was "one of t h e  
most b e a u t i f u l  s t r e e t s  i n  Virginia.'13 Much of t h e  beauty derived from i ts  landscape, 
f o r  i t  was during t h e  per iod  from t h e  1880s t o  t h e  e a r l y  1900s t h a t  t h e  s e t t i n g s  f o r  
many of t h e  houses were planned. Th i s  was undoubtedly inf luenced by t h e  examples of 
t h e  many neighborhood improvement s o c i e t i e s  which were then popular i n  America. Especia l ly  
marked by t h i s  l a t e  19th-century in f luence  i s  t h e  proper ty  a t  471 Mountain Road. While 
t h e  o r i g i n a l  res idence  burned i n  1970, t h e  grounds continue t o  maintain t h e i r  l a t e  19th- 
century atmosphere. I ts  t a l l  t r e e s ,  p lan ted  randomly i n  t h e  f r o n t  yard provided a park- 
l i k e  s e t t i n g  f o r  t h e  o r i g i n a l  Queen Anne-style res idence .  

The e c l e c t i c i s m  of e a r l y  20th-century a r c h i t e c t u r e  is represented  on Mountain Road 
by seve ra l  res idences .  Two p a r t i c u l a r l y  f i n e  examples a r e  136 and 370 Mountain Road. 
B u i l t  i n  1912 and 1910, both dwell ings combine t h e  queen Anne and Georgian Revival s t y l e s  
popular during t h e  l a t e  19th century.  The res idence  a t  370 Mountain Road now serves  
a s  t h e  Chastain Home, a re t i rement  home f o r  women. The lawn surrounding t h e  s t r u c t u r e  
i s  wel l  landscaped with many of i t s  t r e e s  and shrubs da t ing  t o  1910. 

Enjoying cons iderable  popu la r i ty  i n  Vi rg in i a  a f t e r  t h e  Jamestown Exposi t ion,  t h e  
Colonial  Revival cont inues t o  be t h e  p re fe r r ed  s t y l e  on Mountain Road. An e a r l y  example 
is Bonbrook, 655 Mountain Road, which was b u i l t  i n  1929 from m a t e r i a l s  salvaged from 
Springwood, an e a r l y  Hal i fax  County residence.  It i s  be l ieved  t o  be  t h e  f i r s t  Ha l i f ax  
residence t o  incorpora te  o l d  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  ma te r i a l s  i n t o  a new res idence .  With i t s  
neighbor, 615 Mountain Road, t h e  e d i f i c e  sha res  six l a r g e  oak t r e e s  t h a t  d a t e  t o  t h e  
17th century.  The t r e e s  f i g u r e  r a t h e r  prgminently in!o t h e  landscaped grounds of both 
dwellings. 

(See Continuat ion Sheet #11) 
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8 .  SIGNIFICANCE--Historical Background 

I n  add i t ion  t o  t h e  Colonia l  Revival,  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f a sh ion  of t h e  e a r l y  20th 

century i s  represented  by a bungalow a t  80 Mountain Road. Typical  of such dwell ings,  

i t  is wood-frame and has a c l a s s i c a l l y  in sp i r ed  porch. 


The Hal i fax  County Handbook of 1907 noted t h a t  Mountaif: Road "only needs a more 
e f f i c i e n t  macadamizing t o  make i t  thoroughly s a t i s f a c t o r y . "  Since t h a t  time, the  town 
of Halifax was formally incorpora ted ,  and t h e  road has  been repea tedly  paved. Concrete 
sidewalks have a l s o  been i n s t a l l e d  i n  f r o n t  of a number of t h e  res idences ,  only a very 
few of which have f r o n t  fences.  The i r o n  fence of t h e  Chastain Home i s  t h e  most e l abora t e .  

While some of t h e  newer r e s idences  a r e  less than  f i f t y  yea r s  o l d  and t h e r e f o r e  do 

not  q u a l i f y  a s  con t r ibu t ing  s t r u c t u r e s ,  they a l l  maintain the  r e s i d e n t i a l  s c a l e  of t h e  

h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t .  


RCC 

' ~ i l l i a mH. Gaines, Jr. "Courthouses df  Hal i fax  and P i t t s y l v a n i a  Counties," The 

Virg in ia  Cavalcade, Vol XX, No. 4 ,  1971, p. 8 .  


2 ~ o s e p h  Martin,  Gazet teer  of Virg in ia .  (Char lo t t e sv i l l e :  Moseley and Tompkins, 

p r i n t e r s ,  1835), pp. 184-185. 


3 ~ l f r e dJ .  Morrison, Hal i fax  County Virg in ia ,  A Handbook, 1907. (Richmond: Eve re t t  

Waddey & Co., 1907), p, 22. 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA--Verbal Boundary Descr ip t ion  & Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n  

t o  a po in t  about 550' S of Mountain Road; thence about 860' W t o  W s i d e  of Cedar Lane; 
thence about 250' S along s a i d  s i d e  t o  r e a r  p l  of 484 Mountain Road; thence about 850' 
W t o  E s i d e  of Mimosa D r . ;  thence about 180' N along s a i d  s i d e  t o  S s i d e  of Mountain 
Road; thence about 30' NW t o  W corpora te  l i n e ;  thence about 240' N along s a i d  l i n e ,  then  
about 60' W,,40t N ,  then 70' E t o  encompass W h a l f  of 655 Mountain Road; thence continuing 
about 550' N.  a long ,co rpora t e  l i n e ;  thence,about  1600: NE along s a i d  l i n e  t o  W s i d e  of 
Woodview Rd.; thence about 600' S along s a i d  s i d e ;  thence about 530' E t o  W p l  of 267 
Mountain Rd.; thence about 480' E along r e a r  p l s  t o  NE corner  of 197 Mountain Rd.; thence 

(See Cnntinuat ion Sheet 0 1  2) 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA--Verbal Boundary Descr ip t ion  & Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n  

about 160' S along E p l  of s a i d  l o t ;  thence about 320' E t o  E p l  of 123 Mountain Road; 
thence about 260' S t o  S s i d e  of Mountain Road; thence about 2UO' E t o  p t .  of o r i g i n .  

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n :  The boundary f o r  t h e  Mountain Road H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  f o r  t h e  
no r th  s i d e  of t h e  road is def ined  on t h e  west by t h e  corpora te  l i m i t s  of t h e  Town of 
Halifax,  and on t h e  e a s t  by a l i n e  t h a t  des ignates  t h e  ad jo in ing  proper ty  a s  R-2 zoning. 
It  inc ludes  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  numbered 123 t o  655 Mountain Road. On t h e  south s i d e  of t h e  
road, t h e  d i s t r i c t  i s  def ined  on t h e  west by Mimosa Drive and on t h e  e a s t  by Academy 
S t r e e t  and t h e  e a s t e r n  proper ty  l i n e  f o r  80 Mountain Road. The proper ty  t o  t h e  e a s t  
of t h e  proper ty  l i n e  is 20th-century commercial and is not  i n  keeping with t h e  cha rac te r  
of t h e  d i s t r i c t .  On both s i d e s  of t h e  road t h e  boundary i s  drawn so a s  t o  include not  
only the  bu i ld ings  bu t  t h e i r  con t r ibu t ing  landscapes a s  wel l .  While now surrounding 
noncontr ibut ing res idences ,  a  number of yards were l a i d  out  o r i g i n a l l y  f o r  h i s t o r i c  
s t r u c t u r e s  s i n c e  destroyed. 






