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1. Name

historic MOUNTAIN ROAD HISTORIC DISTRICT (VHLC file #230-78)

and or common N/A

2. Location

street & number U.5. Route 360 ' N/A not for pubtication
city, town Halifax N/A vicinity of
state Virginia code 1 county Halifax code 083
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
_X district ... public X__ occupied - agriculture — museum
— building(s) X private — . unoccupied — commercial —_park
__ structure ——_ both — work In progress — . educational - _¥__ private residence
____site Public Acquisition Accessible —__ entertainment _X _ religious
—-_. object — in process —__yes: restricted —_ government — scientific
—. heing considered X . yes: unrestricted — industrial — transportation
N/A . no —_ military _X__othey: Masonic Hall

4. Owner of Property

name Multiple Ownership (See Continuation Sheet {#1)

street & number  N/A

city, town N/A N/A vicinity of state N/A
5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, ete. Halifax County Courthouse

street & number N/A

city, town

6. Representation in Existing SUurveys ,, (scc continuation sheet #2;

(1) Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission
title Survey (file #230-78) , has this property been determined eligible? . _.yes _X no

Balifax - , state Virginia

date 1969, 1971, 1973 _;__iederal_'__ii_state ____county __.. local

[

4 -
depository for survey records Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission, 221 Governor Street

city, town . Richmond . state Virginia 23219




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

_X_ excellent . deteriorated _X_ unaitered X_ original site

X good —_ ruins X altered ___moved date N/A
__._ fair - . unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance
SUMMARY DESCRIPTION

Halifax's Mountain Road #istoric District is comprised of thirty structures stretched
along Mountain Road (Route 360) from just west of the courthouse for a half mile to the
west., Its buildings consist of two churches, a parish hall, a masonic hall, and a host
of private residences dating to the 19th and early 20th centuries. The oldest intact
edifices are the 1828 Masonic Lodge and the 1831 Methodist Church. With the exception
of the 1844 Episcopal Church and modern parish hall, the remaining buildings are private
residences. The dwellings encompass a variety of styles from the late Federal to the
eclecticism of the early 20th century. Small outbuildings survive to the rear of several
of the residences. One of the most distinctive and commanding features of the district
is its landscape. Many of the houses are set in spacious yards planted with a large
variety of trees and shrubs., In several instances the landscaping dates to the mid-’
19th century. There are eight noncontributing structures within the district; all except
for a modern parish hall are modern, non-¢btrusive dwellings.

ARCHITEC1URAL ANALYSIS

The Mountain Road Historic District is situated along Route 360 to the west of the
Halifax County Courthouse. It extends from Academy Street onm its north side and 80 Moun-
tain Road on the south to the town's corporate limits and Mimosa Drive. The present
residential character of the road was slow in developing with the late Federal Masonic
Hall (123 Mountain Reoad, 1828) and the present Methodist Church (133 Mountain Road, 1831),
also of late Federal design, constituting the district's earliest structures. The Masonic
Hall is distinguished by its original Georgian doorway.

A third institutional building, St. John's Episcopal Church (197 Mountain Road)
was erected in 1844 by Dabney Cosby, Jr., who with his father, Dabney Cosby, Sr., built
the Halifax County Courthouse in 1837-38, Like the Masonic Hall and the Methodist Church,
St. John's is built close to the road. Distinguishing it from these earlier edifices,
however, is its Greek Revival styling, which at its time of construction, was America's
most popular architectural mode. A cemetery containing the grave of the architect is
located to the rear of the church. '

In addition to St, John's Church, Cosby constructed three houses along Mountain

Road. They are Magnolia Hill (160 Mountain Road), Grand Oaks (230 Mountain Road) and
St. John's Rectory (484 Mountain Road). All built in the mid-1840s, the residences combine
late Federal and Greek Revival architecture. with fine brickwork, similar to that found
on the Halifax County Courthouse. Cosby's father worked under Thomas Jefferson's super-
vision at the University of Virginia where, according to the elder Cosby's obituary,

he learned the "art of making bricks." This particular skill is exemplified by the Mountain
 Road residences of his son which compare in their fine quality craftsmanship to the senior
Cosby's Halifax County Courthouse. . '

All three of Cosby's houses are set back from the road, a precedent that was followed
for many of the later dwellings erected on the street. Judging from the age of the trees
and their positions around the buildings, an early effort was made at landscaping the
grounds., The large expanse of land between 160 and 230 Mountain Road is gently rolling
with trees and a grass undercovering providing a park?;ike setting for the two residences,

(See Continuation Sheet #2)



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance——Check and justify below

_ prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric .. ._ community planning _X _ landscape architecture____ religion

... 1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic --— conservation .. law - science

— 15001599 ___ agriculture -—— economics ___ literature . Sculpture

—_1600-1699 _X__ architecture .—___education = ____ military -—-— Social/

—— 17001799 ___art . . —.. engineering —— musi¢ humanitarian

X_1800-1898 . __. commerce - exploration/settiement __.. philosophy —— theater

X __ 1900~ — .. communications . ___. industry - politics/government ____ transportation
___ invention ' _—— other (specify)

Builder/Architect N/A

Specific dates N/

Statement of Significance [in one paragraph)

STATEMENT OF SICGNIFICANCE

Mountain Road in the courthouse of Halifax has been highly regarded for its distinguished
architecture and beautiful landscape since the early 20th century. Named for its location
near White QOak Mountain, the road features several notable 19th-century institutional
buildings, including an early Masonic Hall (1828) and two handsome antebellum churches:
St. Mark's Church (1831), now Halifax Methodist Church, and St. John's Church (1846).

Also contributing to the architectural quality of the district is a fine collection of
19th- and early 20th-century residences built in a variety of styles ranging from the

late Federal to the Bungalow. Several of the earlier dwellings were designed by Dabney
Cosby, Jr., son of the Jeffersonian workman, Dabney Cosby, Sr. Cosby worked with his
father on the construction of the Balifax County Courthouse of 1838-39 and he also built
St. John's Church, From the mid-1840s generations of residents on Mountain Road have
labored to provide attractive and compatible landscape settings for their houses. Many

of the older plantings have survived in a good state of preservation, thus giving Mountain
Road a marked, l9th-century ambiance.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The county of Halifax, named for the Second Earl of Halifax, was formed from
Tunenburg County in 1752, After designating numerocus sites for the county courthouse,
the present location was officially established in October 1776 by the General Assembly.
At that time the Assembly ordered the courthouse to be erected south of the Banister
River on land donated by John Boram, According to Boram, the property was almost in
the center of the county and "had the Tdvantage of a 'very high & healthy Scituation
[éiél & a Spring of Excellent Water.'"

A courthouse was built on the Boram site, and around it grew the courthouse town
of Banister, named after the neighboring river. A detailed description of the wvillage
ca. 1830 which was published in Martin'sGazetteer of Virginia (1834) read, in part:

Besides the usual county buildings, this village contains 25
dwelling houses with a number of outhouses, mechanics shops, ete.,
two spacious houses of public worship, one Episcopalian and the
other Methodist, a large and handsome Masonic Hall (which has
lately beeen erected of brick, in an elevated and advantageous
situation, about the middle of the village,) several handsome and
commodious taverns, three general stores and one grocery...The
face of the country on each side of the village is very much
broken, which causes it to be very long and narrow, and the houses
to be built in a scattering manner, except immediately around

the court house where all the stores and mechanics shops are
#
S

(See Continuation Sheet #9)













































